YouCanTrustBible-InspirationHistoricalAccuracy
“Does God Exist?”
“You can trust the Bible because of its inspiration and historical accuracy.”

Scripture Reading:  2 Tim. 3:16-17

Accompanying Song: #x “Give Me the Bible”

Subject: Scriptures , Reliability of the  

Objective: To instill confidence in the inspiration and accuracy of the scriptures, that they are the same today as when they were inspired.

Location: 
C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Apologetics\ExistenceofGodSeries\YouCanTrustBibleBecause.docx

Introduction:
1. Why believe the Bible? We will begin to answer this question.

2. Is the Bible inspired? 
a. Fair question:
i. Can we have confidence that what we have today is what was originally penned? How do we know that there aren’t significant errors in our text?
ii. How do we know that there hasn’t been some secret collusion to modify our text?
iii. Muslims and Mormons claim that the Bible has been altered over time…
1. They know that Bible contradicts their holy books…
2. But they are also a religions that are based upon what is found in the Bible
b. If one denies inspiration…
i. To deny inspiration is to deny the Bible itself because it claims to be uniquely revealed, inspired and delivered by men from God.
ii. To reject the Bible is tantamount to the rejection of God and His Son as well as the very work of the Holy Spirit.
iii. Rejection of the Bible = rejection of the one true religion.
iv. Rejection of the one true religion = loss of salvation.

3. Those who attempt to divorce the Bible from inspiration attempt to divorce themselves from accountability to its authority and its doctrine.
a. Without inspiration, what would one point to in order to define what Christianity is and must be?
b. Without inspiration, the Bible is a dead letter. A historical piece at best, and hardly worthy of our support.

4. But not all who deny the inspiration of the Bible are avowed humanists or atheists.
a. So-called scholars:
i. People skeptical of the possibility of inspiration have offered various theories to explain how one could deny the inspiration of scripture…
ii. The threat of these intellectual terrorists of the faith must be met, challenged and answered.
iii. Their threat is the most dangerous, because long ago, they captured the theological seminaries, teaching the lack of inspiration to thousands of protestant pastors across the country, many of whom have accepted such thinking.
b. There are also theistic evolutionists.
i. Those who attempt to marry evolution and the Bible
ii. Bible not literal, but allegorical, therefore God caused the world to come into existence through evolutionary processes
iii. On one hand, He rejects the word of God and on the other places his ultimate trust in the words of fallible men, infidel scientists on the subject to lend in his interpretation of the Bible.

Body: 
I. The Bible Claims Inspiration
A. No surprise to most of us - Scriptures are clear that they are the word of God.
1. Word itself is only found once in the entire NKJV Bible (2 Tim. 3:16, 17, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God…”).
2. The Hebrew word “neshamah” means “to breathe” and, the Greek synonym, “theopneustos” refers to the word of the Bible as though it is literally “God-breathed” as though God has expressed these very thoughts Himself. God gave the writers the very thoughts of what to say.
3. Other verses imply this “breath of God” inspiration in other ways:
(Job 32:8) But there is a spirit in man, And the breath of the Almighty gives him understanding.  (NKJV)

B. Plenary Claims of Inspiration:
1. The Encarta Dictionary defines plenary as “full and complete and not limited in any respect”, In other words, “every part” or “completely”
(Psalms 119:160) The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever.  (NKJV)

2. Again, 2 Tim. 3:16 tells us that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God…” (Every bit of scripture)
3. Paul remarked to what degree the Bible was fully inspired (Gal. 3:16) – right down to the last letter.
a. His argument hinges on one single letter “s” in (Gen. 22:18) – seed (singular, not plural)
b. His argument was based upon his belief in the accuracy of scriptures written some 1500 years earlier, spoken to Abraham four centuries before Moses.
4. The argument then implies that every last thought, extended to the most minute parts, is from God.

C. Verbal Claims of Inspiration:
1. The Bible we have today are the same words that God chose for the Bible writers in their day.
2. The Bible makes several such claims:
(Exodus 34:27) Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write these words, for according to the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel."  (NKJV)

(Jeremiah 30:2) "Thus speaks the LORD God of Israel, saying: 'Write in a book for yourself all the words that I have spoken to you.  (NKJV)

3. Notice, that in each of these cases, God did not impart general ideas, but rather God dictated to them what they should say. Even in the New Testament was this true:
(1 Corinthians 2:10) But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.  (NKJV)


II. Skeptical Claims Against Inspiration
A. The Bible is too old and has been altered over time.
1. At the heart of this question is the question, “Is the Bible completely accurate?” In order to believe in the inspiration of the Bible, we must first believe it is accurate.
2. Consider the hypocrisy of such an argument:
a. It is funny how the Bible is scrutinized whereas other sources of information receive very little, yet are regarded as absolute fact.
b. Scholars commonly study other ancient books and readily accept them as accurate in their original forms. Compare the Bible with other books of antiquity:
_______________________________________________________________________
Author                                            Time Written           Earliest Copy         Time Span        No. of  
______________________________________     in Existence___  from  Event___ Copies 

Pliny the Younger (History)         61-113 A.D.                  850 A.D.                750 yrs                 7 
Plato (Tetralogies)                        427-347 B.C.                  900 A.D.             1,200 yrs.               7 
Caesar (Gallic wars)                        100-44 B.C.                  900 A.D.             1,000 yrs.            10
Thucydides (History)                    460-400 B.C.                  900 A.D.             1,300 yrs               8 
Tacitus (Annals)                                      100 A.D.               1100 A.D.           1,000 yrs.              20 
Sophocles                                         496-406 B.C.               1000 A.D.           1,400 yrs             193 
Herodotus (History)                       480-425 B.C.                 900 A.D.             1,300 yrs                 8 
Aristotle  (of 1 work)                      384-322 B.C.              1100 A.D.             1,400 yrs               49 
Euripides                                           480-406 B.C.               1100 A.D.             1,500 yrs                9 
Catullus                                                         54 B.C.               1550 A.D.             1,600 yrs                3 
Aristophanes                                    450-385 B.C.                 900 A.D.             1,200 yrs              10 
Illiad - Homer (2nd most)                      900 B.C.                  400 B.C.                500 yrs             643 
New Testament                                40-100 A.D.                125  A.D.                  25 yrs         24,000

3. Arguments:
a. New Testament events are not reliable because they were written more than two decades after the events happened. The argument states that by this time many of the stories about Jesus had been embellished or revised to make the stories much greater than they actually were.
i. No proof to sustain such an argument.
ii. If falsified stories, why have archaeologists not uncovered so much as one manuscript of ancient writers claiming that the stories recorded and being promoted by Christians were untrue or inaccurate?
iii. If the events of the New Testament were true, major events like these would remain very clear and vivid in your memory.

b. If the Bible is not reliable, then why do we accept these other ancient records which:
i. Were all written much longer long after the occurrence of the events they wrote about
ii. Are much older than the New Testament (more time to alter them),
iii. There is much greater time lapse between the earliest copies and the copies we still have today 
iv. There are far fewer copies, making mistakes or alteration much easier and plausible?

c. Yet we have more than 24 times the number of ancient manuscripts of the books of the New Testament, and yet it is the one called into question?
B. The Bible claims inspiration. Will it stand up to the test?

III. Historical Accuracy
A.  In Genesis 40 we are told how Joseph interpreted the dream of Pharaoh's butler.  In this dream grapes are mentioned.  But the ancient historian, Herodotus, states that the Egyptians grew no grapes and drank no wine, and many therefore questioned the accuracy of the biblical account.  However, paintings discovered on the ancient Egyptian tombs, show the dressing, pruning, and cultivating of the vines, and also the process of extracting the juice of grapes, as well as scenes of drunkenness. There can be little doubt then that Herodotus was wrong and the Bible right. [image: Egyptian Drawing showing wine making in Egypt]

B. The Bricks of Pithom
1. In Exodus 1:11, we are told that the children of Israel built the treasure cities of Pithom and Raamses for Pharaoh.  
2. In Exodus 5, we are informed that they made bricks first using straw, and then using stubble, because no straw was furnished them for that purpose.  
3. In 1883, Naville, and in 1908, Kyle, found at Pithom, one of the cities built by Israel, that the lower courses were built of bricks filled with good, chopped straw.  The middle courses have less straw including stubble.  The upper courses were made of pure clay, with no straw whatever.  It is difficult to read the biblical account and not be astonished at the amazing confirmation which archaeology here has given to the Bible. [image: http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us/americanhistory/elementary/si_07_jpegs/Johnson_adobe_brick.jpg]
4. If the Bible is still accurate, down to the type of ingredients used in making bricks, wouldn’t that attest to how reliable it is?

C. The Hittites [image: Hittite ruins]
1. Forty-eight times in the Scriptures, a people called the Hittites are mentioned.  
2. We find them blocking Israel's path as it sought to enter the promised land.  
3. We read of Uriah, the Hittite, whom David sent to his untimely death. 
4. However, in all the records of antiquity, not a reference to those people was to be found, and therefore, the skeptics attributed them to the imagination and fiction.  
5. In 1876, George Smith, began a study of monuments at a place called Djerabis in Asia Minor.  
6. This city proved out to be old Carchemish, a capital of the ancient Hatti.  
7. We now know that the Hatti were the Hittites of the Bible, who, according to Prof. A.H. Sayce, "contended on equal terms with both Egypt and Assyria."  The Hittites not only proved to be a real people, but their empire was shown to be one of the great ones of ancient times.

D. Sargon [image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRYTu4s1DzMQ--KCivSULPi1G58NXX5d7Bmuue9wBZz7cT2s_E&t=1&usg=__5v_3PfXrxd5DP4Dsa8NcMncTtHs=] [image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRYTu4s1DzMQ--KCivSULPi1G58NXX5d7Bmuue9wBZz7cT2s_E&t=1&usg=__5v_3PfXrxd5DP4Dsa8NcMncTtHs=] [image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRYTu4s1DzMQ--KCivSULPi1G58NXX5d7Bmuue9wBZz7cT2s_E&t=1&usg=__5v_3PfXrxd5DP4Dsa8NcMncTtHs=] [image: http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/graphics/sargon.jpg]
1. In Isaiah 20:1, we read, "In the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod, (when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him)..." This is the only mention of King Sargon in the Bible, and the only one in ancient literature.  
2. His place in history was severely questioned on this account.  But in the years, 1842-1845, P.E. Botta, uncovered the tremendous royal palace of Sargon.  
3. Among the other things discovered was an account of the siege of Ashdod mentioned in Isaiah.  Once more the Bible was right, the critics wrong.

E. The Flood [image: http://diaboliadvocatus.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/flood-2.jpg]
1. Genesis 7 and 8 tell us of the destruction of the world by a great flood.  
2. To many, the story of the flood is actually a recording of ancient myths.  
3. However, we have much evidence outside the Bible to show that the flood was a reality and that the Bible is true.  
4. Notice the flood traditions of ancient peoples.  
a. One scholar lists 88 different traditional accounts.  
i. Almost all of these agree that there was a universal destruction of the human race and all living creatures by a flood.  
ii. Almost all agree that an ark or a boat was the means of escape.  
iii. Almost all are in accord in saying that a seed of mankind was left to perpetuate the race.  
iv. Many add that wickedness of man brought about the flood.  
v. Some even mention Noah.  
vi. Several speak of the dove and the raven, and some discuss a sacrifice offered by those who were saved.  
vii. To anyone familiar with the biblical account, the similarity is astounding.  The universality of this tradition is such as to establish that the biblical flood was not a figment of someone's imagination. 
5. In 1872, George Smith, discovered the now famous Babylonian flood tablets.  
a. In these, a certain person was told to build an ark or ship and to take into it seed of all creatures. 
b. He was given the exact measurements and was instructed to use pitch in sealing it.  
c. He took his family into the boat with food.  
d. There was a terrible storm which lasted six days.  
e. They landed on Mt. Nazir.  
f. He sent out a dove.  It came back.  
g. He sent out a swallow.  It came back.  
h. He sent out a raven and it flew back and forth over the earth.  
i. When these people were safely out of the boat, they offered sacrifice to the gods.  
j. The account differs from the Bible in some particulars, but is so much in agreement with the Scriptures as to make one wonder how the historical nature of the flood could be questioned.
6. Furthermore, archaeology has found positive evidence of a great flood in some ancient cities.  
a. At Susa, a solid deposit of earth five feet thick was found between two distinct civilizations.  
i. The nature of the deposit establishes beyond doubt that Susa was completely destroyed by a flood which was not merely local.  
b. At Ur, the ancient home of Abraham, a similar deposit of water laid clay eight feet thick was found.  
i. This deposit clearly shows that Ur was destroyed by a flood of such proportions that is must have been a vast flood such as the one of the Bible.  
7. Further evidence could be presented, but this should be sufficient to demonstrate that the Biblical flood was a reality.

F. Jericho [image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTzN5C9nbeoZ1EAnJltSrx7z_jcr_Y7aJkxrgTSu2528PGlwtk&t=1&usg=__mlpPzMS7ViOcQMhrwHf9SzNCVlc=] [image: http://www.biblearchaeology.org/image.axd?picture=Walls-Shatter.jpg]
1. Joshua 6, tells how Israel conquered the walled city of Jericho. 
a. For six days they marched once around the city.  
b. On the seventh day they went around it seven times. 
c. The priests blew their trumpets, the people shouted, and when they did, "The wall fell down flat" (Joshua 6:20). 
d. The people then rushed strait way into the city and burned it.  
e. They took none of it to themselves.  
f. They saved Rahab who lived in a house upon the wall and who had helped them previously. 
2. Starting in 1929, Dr. John Garstang, excavated the ruins of ancient Jericho.  
a. His discoveries corresponded remarkably with the Biblical account.  
b. Jericho, he found, had a double wall, with houses built across the two walls.  This explains how Rahab's house could have been built upon a wall.  
c. He learned that the wall was destroyed by some kind of violent convulsion such as that described in the Bible, and that when the wall fell that it fell outward, down the hillside, or as the Bible says, it fell down flat.  Had the wall been destroyed by the battering rams of an enemy army, the walls would have fallen inward instead of outward. 
d. Furthermore, the city had been burned.  Once again, the spade of archaeology has established the accuracy of the Bible.

G. Sergius Paulus, the Procouncil [image: Stone with Sergius Paulus chiseled into it]
1. In Acts 13:7, mention is made of Sergius Paulus, the proconsul of Cyprus.  
2. For a long time, skeptics contended that Luke should have called him proprietor instead of proconsul since this was the usual title. 
3. However, coins discovered on Cyprus, have positively established that the governors of Cyprus  were proconsuls.  
4. One such coin found at Soli on Cyprus bears the inscription, "Paulus the Proconsul", very possibly referring to the very man mentioned in Acts.
H. Confirmation by Non-Biblical Writers [image: http://www.preterism.info/images/josephus-color.jpg]
1. Some Biblical accounts have been substantiated by non-Biblical writers. 
a. For example: the Jewish historian Josephus has said many things concerning facts in the Bible.  
b. For example: in Matthew 14:3,4, we are told that Herod put John the Baptist to death for the sake of Herodias, his brother  Philip's wife, because John had informed Herod that it wasn't lawful for him to have her as his wife.  
c. Josephus tells us why it was unlawful.  Herodias had originally been married to Herod's brother, Philip. But she divorced Philip and married Herod.  This unlawful marriage was the occasion of John's rebuke.  The account of Josephus and the Bible are in perfect accord.

I. The attacks upon the credibility of the Bible have served to make stronger, not weaker, the conviction of every lover of the true Word of God.

Conclusion:
1. We have also, in previous lessons, incited the scientific accuracy of the Bible.
2. This and other evidences could be discussed, but time will not allow for us to discuss any longer.

Invitation:
1. you obey Him today. Maybe you have found yourself doubting the word of God in the past.
2. We could go on and on (there are so many things we could discuss) but we will conclude this series for now.
3. If the information I have given for your consideration does not 1) help you to see that logically one can reason that God exists 2) Christianity is a far superior religion when contrasted to other religions of the world and 3) We have every reason to believe that the Bible is the word of God because 1) it claims to be 2) it is historically accurate, showing itself to be reliable and 3) it supports those claims through the foretelling of events in prophetic fashion against impossible odds. Throughout this series we have offered numerous scientific facts that support the claims of the Bible as well.
4. Do you believe in God?
5. Will you submit to Him?
6. He bids that you submit to His commands to repent, confess and be baptized today.

Note: many parts of this outline are not original. Parts, including the historical section came from information from Jeff Hamilton from the Lavista church of Christ web site.

These probability of prophecy statistics courtesy of http://www.reasons.org/fulfilled-prophecy-evidence-reliability-bible)
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