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“Why I Oppose 
Instrumental Music in Worship”
Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Oct. 16, 2011
Scripture Reading: Col. 3:16-17
Accompanying Song: #332 “To Christ Be True”
Subject: Music in Worship
Objective: To teach the music God desires us to worship Him with
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Music_In_Worship\WhyIOpposeInstrumentalMusicInWorship.docx

Introduction:
1. Illust.
a. Couple had beautiful home; had spent many years fixing and remodeling to their tastes
b. Decided to sell
c. Family bought  house
d. Immediately redesigned front entry way, added porch; gutted kitchen, bathroom, knocked down and rearranged some walls, updated paint, new doors, windows, siding, roof, flooring, built garage, later added a pool and fence, landscaping, garden and shed…
e. Some time later the old owners were in neighborhood  so they decided to drive by their old house – almost drove right past house, didn’t even recognize place
f. Same building, not same house they lived in at all
g. People have attempted to do same to Christ’s church throughout centuries
i. A change  here, new belief there, new practice here, new work there, change organizational structure a bit and POOF! A new church!
ii. Sometimes I wonder (if Christ were not God) would he even be able  to recognize what man has made of the church?

2. One of major changes that has happened to church over centuries - music

3. Church of Christ: viewed as  “strange” or “peculiar” group of people who do not worship using the instrument.

4. So why don’t we? Fair question.

5. I am not opposed to instrumental music on the basis of:
a. Tradition (We’ve always done it this way)
b. Cannot afford them
c. Do not have anybody to play them
d. We want to be different
e. We took a vote (majority vote does not determine what is doctrinal, scripture does)
f. We like it this way (If you were to survey members of congregations personal preferences might vary, if it were left up to them.)

Body: 
I. Music of the Church
A. Two basic categories of music:
1. Instrumental Accompaniment
2. A Capella 
a. Without instrumental accompaniment 
b. An old Itallian phrase that literally means “in the style of the church” or “as in the church”
c. Interesting Note: there is no argument from either side that says worshipping God in song without the instrument is a sin.

B. Type of music the church practiced in 1st. cent. not hard to see. Yet man thought need to change.

C. Title Slide 

II. Bible Authority 
A. “It would be impossible to preach a sermon on "The Use Of Instrumental Music In The New Testament Church." There is not one word in all the New Testament about Christians using mechanical instruments in worship to God.”- David Padfield[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.padfield.com/1994/music.html] 


B. The need for an authority
1. Illust.
a. Cookbook: teaches one how to cook
b. Assembly instructions: demonstrates how to assemble a particular item
c. English-Spanish Dictionary: To learn how to say an English word in Spanish
d. Bible: Tells you how to become a Christian and in doing so, how to worship (incl. worship in song)
2. What would the Bible be, if not our authority in all matters of religion?
3. If no scriptural evidence to support instrumental music, and you still intend to practice, where can it end? (Answer: It may never end.)
a. Some from older generation have remarked that they see no problem w/organ or piano but rock concert-style takes it too far
b. If one is authorized, so is another; stand or fall together
4. If you can ignore what the Bible says on point and worship as you please, you can dismiss any other point as well.
5. Thus the validity of the Bible (so far as we are concerned) rests upon the way we deal with topics like this.

C. The Bible: Our Pattern
1. Paul said, “join in following my example…you have us for a pattern” (Ph. 3:17); A Pattern Repeats Itself

2. We are to “hold fast the form of sound words.” (2 Tim 2:14)

3. Speaking directly to the topic of music in worship, Paul, through inspiration, wrote: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” (Colossians 3:16-17 NKJV)

a. Whatever: anything; everything
b. In the name of the Lord Jesus: via the authority of God
c. When we sing we must have 

4. The pattern for authority can only be established in one of 3 ways:
a. Direct command (Mat. 15:1-4)
b. Approved example (1 Cor. 4:16-17; Ac. 20:7)
c. Inescapable conclusion (Mat. 22:23--40)

5. Cannot alter or stray from God’s commands and be faithful (2 Jn. 9-11)
a. So, if one strays and adds musical accompaniment where they are not authorized, that one has not God nor His Son!
b. Principle taught here: God does not want us to alter what he has said, neither add to nor take from word (Dt. 4:2; 12:42; Rev. 22:18-19)

6. True worship must be done “in spirit and in truth” (Jn. 4:24) which comes only from God’s word (Jn. 17:17)

7. If no authority can be found for instrumental music (or any other practice we participate in), then it violates the demand that those who worship the Father must do so “in sprit and in truth” which can only come through God’s word.

8. What is Not by Faith is Sin
· Faith comes by hearing God’s word (Rom. 10:17)
· Therefore if one cannot read it in God’s word, it is not of faith, not the doctrine of Christ.
· If it is not of faith, then it is of man and thus misguided faith (1 Cor. 2:5)
· Because the authority for worship with the mechanical instrument cannot be established, it is lawlessness (or sinful) 
· Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. (1 John 3:4 NKJV)
· "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' (Matthew 7:22-23 NKJV)
· These were religious people, nor drunkards, homosexuals or idolators: 
· Mat. 7:22 They thought they were doing “many wonderful works”
· Yet they were told to “depart” from Christ. Why? Because they “work iniquity” (again, iniquity = without law [thus without authority]).
· Lawlessness:  “anomia” (used in 1 Jn. 3:4 & Mat. :7:23) means “violation of law,” so they were outlaws, doing other than what the Lord said.
· "And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. (Matthew 5:30 NKJV) Interesting note: Would apply to instruments played with the hand.

III. We are without Bible authority to worship with the instrument.
A. Law of Exclusion States: “The statement or command to do one thing only authorizes the doing of the thing specified. The doing of all others is, in effect, forbidden.”
1. Practical Examples:
a. Pharmacist: What if the pharmacist gave you blood thinner, heart pills insulin or some other medicine instead of your antibiotics? The prescription didn’t say not to give you those medicines. It only said antibiotics. Would any other medicine do just as well?

b. Bank: What if instead of depositing your check into your checking account it went into your savings account? What if they put the money into someone else’s account? What if the teller kept the money? It said your account, but it didn’t say not to do any of those other things.

c. Now what about the command to “sing?” It doesn’t say to sing AND play. Can we do something other than just sing?

2. Bible Examples:
a. Gopher wood (Gen. 6:14)
b. Bull; by the door of the tabernacle (Ex. 29:11)
c. A red heifer (Num. 19:1-4)
d. A bronze serpent (Num. 21:8)
e. Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy (Ex. 20:8)
f. Fire from the altar (Lev. 16:12; Lev. 10:1-2)
g. Priests to burn incense (2 Chr. 26) 
h. Corinthian church condemned for partaking of L.S. different than Paul had delivered to them; drank judgment on themselves (1 Cor. 11:23)
i. Sing; Songs, hymns and spiritual songs (Eph.5:19; Col. 3:16)

B. What pattern(s) do we see in the Bible to follow?
1. 10 Passages that deal with the topic of instrumental music in worship in the New Testament:
a. Mat. 26:30 “sung a hymn”
b. Mk. 14:26 “sung a hymn”
c. Ac. 16:25 “singing hymns to God”
d. Rom. 15:9 “sing to your name”
e. 1 Cor. 14:15 “sing with the understanding”
f. Eph. 5:19 “…speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing…”
g. Col. 3:16 “…teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing…”
h. Heb. 2:12 “sing praise”
i. Heb. 13:15 “….sacrifice of praise…fruit of our lips…”
j. Jas. 5:13 “sing psalms” but never mention of the accompaniment of the instrument
k. Passages that do not apply to N.T. congregational worship:
i. (Second Slide) “Which Pertain to Assembly Worship?”
a.) Mat. 26:20; Mk. 14:26 since they take place while Jesus and His disciples travel to the garden of Gethsemane just before He is apprehended, tried and put to death, while man was still under the old covenant (Christ had not yet died and rose from the grave) therefore they would not apply to the Christian Era.
b.) Ac.16:25 Since Paul and Silas, as individuals, apart from the assembly, are singing at midnight from a jail cell. This has no bearing on the assembly of the church, nor is there any mention of instruments present.
l. All 7 other verses in the N.T. that may be applied to N.T. congregational worship command us to worship using the words “sing,” “sang” and “sung”; no instrumental accompaniment mentioned.

2. What types of worshipful music are mentioned having been used by Christians in the New Testament? 
a. “hymn” (Mat. 26:30; Mk. 14:26)
b. “hymns to God” (Ac. 16:25)
c.  “Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs” (Eph. 5:19)
d. “sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs” (Col. 3:16)
e. “Sing praise” (Heb. 2:12)
f. “Praise” (Heb. 13:15)
g. “Songs of praise” (Jas. 5:13)

3. With what did they sing?
a. Spirit and mind: “sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding” (1 Cor. 14:15)
b. Mouth and heart: “Speak …with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs…sing and make melody in your heart” (Eph. 5:19)
c. Mouth: “teach …one another with all wisdom” (Col. 3:16)
d. Lips: “the fruit of our lips…giving thanks” (Heb. 13:15)

4. Why did they sing?
a. Praise/worship: “to God” and give Him thanks (Ac. 16:25; Heb. Heb. 2:12; 13:15; Jas. 5:13)
b. To teach the lost “I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name” (Rom. 15:9)
c. “teach …one another with all wisdom…sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs” (Col. 3:16)

5. How did they sing?
a. The scriptural way: In John 4:24, Jesus tells a Samaritan woman to worship God “in spirit and in truth”
b. 1 Cor. 14:15 says to “sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.”
c. With melody in their hearts (Eph. 5:19)
d. When happy James 5:13 says, “Is any merry? Let him sing psalms.”
e. Without corruption (Col. 3:17); Words should match biblically sound principles and doctrines (1 Pet. 4:11). Since singing is a form of speaking (Eph. 5:19) then we must sing words that are biblically accurate/true.

6. To whom did they sing?
a. “to God” (Ac. 16:25)
b. “to one another” (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19)
c. To the lost
i. “the prisoners were listening to them” (Ac. 16:25)
ii. “I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name” (Rom. 15:9)

7. Since every  command regarding N.T. musical worship is only translated “sing, “sang,” or “sung” then that is the only thing we are authorized to do.

C. Because only singing is authorized, many other types of worship are authorized (law of exclusion)
1. Other things “sing” eliminates:
a. Humming (cannot teach or admonish by singing with your lips closed)
i. Singing not God’s form of entertainment in the church 
ii. Singing - another avenue for teaching, admonishing (mean. to rebuke or advise[footnoteRef:2]) [2:  ] 

b. Tapping
c. Dancing


Conclusion:
1. In summary, I oppose the instrument in worship on the basis of three main points:
a. Lack of scripture indicating the first century church practiced it (let the Bible define the church).
b. The need for Biblical authority and the inability to establish it to use the instrument in worship
c. Historians suggest the church never had them
2. We cannot accept  them either
3. Lesson(s) to follow: common objections

Invitation:
1. We spoke of pattern
2. Just as one must worship according to the pattern, if one desires to become a Christian, must do so according to the  pattern H-B-R-C-B-LR
3. If willing, won’t you come?
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