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“What One Rich Man Learned” 
(Hell - Part 1 of 2)
(Lk. 16:19-31)

Scripture Reading: Rev. 20:9-15
Accompanying Song: #x “You Never Mentioned Him To Me”
Subject: Hell
Objective: To teach the perils of Hell and encourage the sinner and saint alike to avoid them
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Hell\WhatOneRichManLearnedHell1of2.docx

Introduction:
I. Thank for coming
II. This lesson – the result of many hours of intense study of Hell
a. Many people have varying degrees of belief about Hell, whether it exists at all, and if so, what it is…
b. Tried to study every applicable passage in the Bible I could find, from a neutral standpoint, to determine truth for self
c. Share my conclusions with you in our study

III. Important note: We will be reading passages concerning descriptions of a spirit world
a. Not sure we can fully understand/comprehend this spirit world
b. Several of passages brought out  in this lesson will describe what Hell is like, important to keep in mind that these are attempts at our Heavenly Father to describe what is in the spiritual to those of us who are in the physical (not sue that can be done so that we can fully comprehend)
c. Keep in mind, as we speak of words describing Hell such as darkness, fire, worms, etc. these descriptors may be nothing more than words to emphasize how horiffically bad Hell will be. Whether or not there are literally things like fire, worms, smoke, etc. in Hell is another debate in itself.
IV. Several denominations do not believe that Hell is a real, literal place of torment:
a. Universalists – “Eternal Hell is naturally out of the question both as sub-justice and sub-love. No human judge has the right to inflict infinite punishment for finite transgression.” – Nels Ferre
b. Christian Scientists – no final judgment awaits man and hell-fire is merely the ravings and imaginations of mortal error.
c. Jehovah’s Witnesses – Hell is annihilation of the wicked, or their ceasing to exist, extinction, but not eternal punishment.
d. Seventh-Day Adventists – sinners will go to a fiery place called Hell, but will be annihilated after one thousand years.
e. Numerous others believe in a place containing fire coupled with eternal horror and torments. Which is it?
V. We will deal with more of the specifics of Hell, whether it is figurative or literal and what kind of place it is in the lesson to follow. 
a. These beliefs carry over into the general public.
b. It would seem that the average American is confused about Hell…

VI. In a recent survey, Americans told what they thought  about the afterlife, heaven, Satan, Hell, etc.
a. 53% of the American population thought good works could earn themselves a place in Heaven.
b. Only 39% believed people who did not accept Christ as their savior would go to Hell
c. An average of 70% believed in some other form or meaning of a Hell
d. 45% believed that religious beliefs do not matter
e. 37% believed Hell is a place of separation from God, rather than a real, literal place
f. 93% believe Heaven
g. 69% Thought they had a good or excellent chance of going to Heaven
h. 79% said God will determine who goes to Hell
i. 44% Thought good atheists will go to Heaven
j. 52% of  people do not believe they have ever known anyone who has gone to Hell
k. 62% of Americans do not believe Satan to be a real, living entity
l. 27% of Americans believe in reincarnation

VII. If Hell is real, then the majority seem to be going there (Mat. 7:13)
a. Whether Hell is real or not, the mere chance that it is real and that we might end up there should cause a study such as this to rank at the top of our list of priorities!
b. If we believe in the Bible, then we should ask ourselves what the Bible says about Hell.

VIII. Sadly, there is little discussion about Hell these days from the pulpits or even from those in the pews. 

IX. Subject needs to be understood, taught and warned against!

X. The most vivid description we have of Hell is found in Lk. The 16th chapter. 
a. Commonly referred to the story of the rich man and Lazarus
b. Let’s begin by reading this story…

Body: 
I. The Rich Man & Lazarus (Lk. 16:19-31)
A. In the beginning…
i. The rich man enjoys the temporal pleasures of this life
1. Things going well for this carefree fellow
2. Fine clothes, plenty of cash
3. Every day is a stroll in the park for this  man 
ii. Lazarus suffers: 
1. Physical ailments – sores, no strength or ability to walk; not even enough strength to shoo the dogs away from licking his sores.
2. Poor: nobody can care for him; left to beg for mere crumbs from a table; best his friends could do was to lay him at the gate of a rich man and hope that they had some mercy on Him!

B. “So it was…” (16:22)
i. Could be taken as merely, “so it came to be one day…”
ii. Could also mean, “because the rich man showed him no pity…” that Lazarus died (his indifference toward the beggar may have been a direct result of His  death!

C. Both die, different fates
i. Lazarus is carried to Abraham’s bosom by the angels – glorious statement!
ii. Whereas the only thing mentioned about the rich man is that he died and was buried.

D. The tables are turned
i. Story summarized: Two men lived, two men died, the situation is exactly the opposite as it had been in their previous lives.
ii. Before, Lazarus was poor and the rich man was rich…now Lazarus is rich and the rich man is poor (Lk. 12:21)
iii. On earth, the rich man was clothed in a fine linen of purple and in the next life he was covered in a garment of fire.
iv. On earth, Lazarus suffered pain and torment from his illnesses…now the rich man suffers from them
v. On earth, Lazarus is the beggar…now the rich man is the beggar.
vi. On earth, Lazarus could not go anywhere on his own power…now the rich man is unable to go where he wishes on his own accord.
vii. On earth, Lazarus was among the dogs and now the rich man is among them (Rev. 22:15)
viii. The poor man was surrounded by the dogs on earth and in the hereafter he was attended by the angels.
ix. In this life, the rich man fared sumptuously but in toment he couldn’t get a drop of water to cool his tongue.
x. On earth, the rich man had a carefree life…in torment he has nothing but worries.
xi. On earth, the rich man cared for no one…now all he can think of are those he cares for.
xii. This reversal is God’s plan of justice “…everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." (Lk. 18:14b)

E. Things to note about the rich man:
i. Has no name
1. Lazarus has a name but this fellow simply “rich man”
2. Could be anyone, everyone…could be you…me!
3. Could be a name of a man who recently died

ii. He was a man known by people on this earth
1. How many people YOU KNOW have gone to Hell?
2. Of course, no way of knowing, but how would you react if you suddenly learned…
a. …no one you ever met had made it?
b. …only one or two made it?
c. Would that change your lifestyle? Would you try harder?
d. Live as if no one you know ever made it to Heaven – try as hard as you can!

iii. Cared nothing about the needs of others
1. The rich man, I am sure, had his reasons for not caring for Lazarus…
a. I can’t help EVERY poor person that comes along!
b. I don’t know if he is really worthy…
i. I hear of brethren world-wide all the time
ii. One of major objections I hear my brethren make to justify keeping their money is the fear that they might be taken advantage of 
1. Real concern, no doubt and the more scam artists we help, the less money will be available for those who really need it
2. But some merely hear about a need and turn a cold shoulder without giving it a second thought or any investigation
3. Need to be cautious, we (in our affluent society in America) do not become like the rich man!
c. “I can’t afford it.” 
i. Might be easy to feel that way
ii. “I have lands and houses to pay for and I expect to purchase fifty head of cattle tomorrow.” he might have said. He truly might have felt he couldn’t afford it.
iii. Not all rich people have their money available in cash…may be tied up in assets. That was why the first century Christians sold houses and lands and shared their things with one another (Ac. 2:44; 4:23, 34).
d. Just a beggar…
e. Let his own take care of him…not my responsibility…
f. It’s my money…
2. Are we like that when we see others?

iv. The carefree man had no worries and was headed straight for Hell!
1. While on earth, he was not worried about this!
2. Hell is full of people who, while on earth were like the people mentioned in the survey who thought they had a good chance in going to Heaven (Isa. 28:15, 18)!
3. Does this describe any of us? Are we gliding through life…are we apathetic about our faith…are we, like the rich man “pretty sure” we are going to be o.k.?
4. The lesson: the time to worry about those things is NOW, not after the fact!

v. His punishment was very real!
1. Four times the word “torment” is mentioned  (16:23, 24, 25, 28). Here, a different Gk. words are used, for different meanings:
a. (16:23) He is “in torments” from the Gk. word “Basanos”,  (bas'-an-os) and it means “to go to the bottom” and be “tortured.”[footnoteRef:1] This was the condition he found himself experiencing. [1:  ] 

b. Next, in verse 24, it mentions that he is tortured, but in another sense. He states, “I am tormented in this flame.” Here the Gk. “odunao”,  (od-oo-nah'-o) is used and it means, “to grieve, to sorrow” meaning he was tormented in a different sense…he was in mental anguish as well.
2. So, coupled with the real pain and discomfort he feels, he also faces the mental anguish…the shame of his blunder!

vi. Shame: He felt what the prophet Daniel spoke of “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt.” (Daniel 12:2).

vii. He was without excuse:
1. The rich man wanted to go back and warn his brothers…
2. Yet he was not permitted.
3. Was God callous? Did He WANT his brothers to be lost? No.
4. The brothers had all the warning that should be necessary to prevent them from suffering the same fate…the word of God!
5. "But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.'" (Luke 16:31 NKJV)
6. You and I are in the exact same situation…we have the word of God
a. No miracle, such as one raising from the dead should be necessary…
b. “God said so” (Bible) should be enough!

viii. Once it was too late, it was too late!
1. Once Hell stared the rich man in the eyes, then he saw the importance of doing things the right way!
2. Once the rich man was in Hell, then he saw the importance of warning others about this place!
3. Are we like the rich man?
a. Who have you shared the gospel with lately?
b. When have you defended the truth?
c. Whom have you (like the rich man now realizes must be done) begged to change their  ways before they, too end up in the fiery torments of Hell?
d. Those who know about and truly understand Hell should make the best preachers to warn us against it! We should be warning others!

ix. People in Hell don’t want to see us end up there!
1. The first thought that came to the rich man – those closest to him…his family!
2. Some people have asked me in the past when discussing matters of salvation:
a. H-B-C-R-B-LF
b. What of loved ones who did not do those things…are they in Hell
i. To ask the question is to know the answer
ii. We are not the ultimate judge
iii. I do not possess a list of the names of those in Heaven nor do I know for certain who is in Hell…all I can tell you is what God says one must do in order to be saved.
iv. One can only make educated guesses on that subject and at the end of the day, we rely upon the fallible thoughts and opinions of men. Judgment is in God’s realm!
c. However, the one thing we learn from this story is, even if that loved one IS in Hell, you can bet that just like the rich man, they don’t want to see your fate end up the same as theirs!

Conclusion:
1. Learn from the rich man…he cries out from the grave beyond still to this day!
2. He wanted to go back and warn others about the fate that he was sorry he chose but he was not permitted. 
3. Ironically (though the rich man probably never knew it), his story warns millions of people to this day! 
4. His message: Do not make the same mistakes I did! Warn others about this place of torment and tell them to do what they can to avoid making the mistakes I did!
5. Have you learned this lesson? 

Invitation:
1. Purpose Hell was created: Not for man, but for the devil and His angels (Mat. 25:41)

2. God never intended that you go there, but, as our next lesson will demonstrate, many people do and they go there because they ignore the cries of the rich man and they ignore the words of Abraham…"But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.'" (Luke 16:31)

3. In God’s infinite mercy he has given us Christ and His word through inspired men, just as He had in the rich man’s day. The question remains…will you heed their warnings?
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