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“What One Rich Man Experienced” (Hell – Part 2 of 2)
(Lk. 16:19-31)

Scripture Reading: x
Accompanying Song: #x “”
Subject: 
Objective: x
Location: x

Introduction:
1. In a previous lesson, we studied the horror story of the rich man and Lazarus (Lk. 16:19-31).
a. In that lesson we delved into what a rich man learned
b. He had lived a carefree life on this earth…
c. Carefree from financial worries, apparently carefree of serious health ailments, carefree from worries and need of anything.
d. Outsiders probably looked at this man in amazement and wonder at how blessed by God He was. 
e. He died and lifted up his eyes to find himself in a perpetual house of horrors.
2. We live in a society that mocks many Christian doctrines and, in general often displays little regard for things of a spiritual nature.
3. The danger of assuming there is no Hell without carefully researching - Illust:
a. Military might is often gained by being able to do things without your enemy finding out.
b. Top secret documents
c. Spying, espionage
d. Camouflage: hides your identity
e. Stealth technology: masks the radar signature emitted from planes
f. Our military leaders know from years of combat experience that surprising the enemy…catching him off guard and even making  them think you are doing one thing while you are actually doing another gains one considerable advantage over the enemy!
g. Slides 2-4 of Lockheed Mfg. (Planes) WWII
4. We must remember that we are in a spiritual war for our very souls. We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers…against things seen and unseen!
5. The debate over Hell being literal or figurative rages on. Let me pose a question: If Hell and Satan were real and literal, who would benefit from us believing he and Hell are not real? Wouldn’t that be a lot like camouflaging yourself…not letting the enemy know you are there when, in reality, you really are?
6. Let’s ask, and attempt to answer…

Body: 
I. Is Hell a Literal Place?
A. If eternal punishment in Hell is out of God’s character…
1. Why, does the Bible describe such a place? Was God joking?
2. Why did God demonstrate His judgment upon the wicked numerous times before?
a. The destruction of the world in the flood (Gen. 9:11)?
b. The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19:28)?
c. The destruction of the Canaanites (Num. 33:50-52) and the Midianites (Num. 31)?
3. If the crime must always fit the punishment, then why did Jesus have to suffer death for the sins of all mankind even though He was innocent?
4. If it is wrong to take a man who has lived five years in disobedience and punish Him forever then it is equally wrong to take a man who lived faithfully for five years and grant him eternal life!
a. Do we determine the punishment of a crime by the length of time it takes to commit the crime or by the law broken?
b. Illust:
i. Suppose I had a gun with me and I picked it up and began shooting at this moment.
ii. Even if I was not a very good shot, I suppose I could hit three or four people, maybe even kill them before someone could stop me.
iii. It might take  me 30 seconds to kill those three or four people.
iv. Is my crime lesser because I only took thirty seconds to kill them? Should I only get thirty seconds in the penitentiary? 
a.) Quadruple it and I could go for 120 seconds?
b.) Even if I escape the death penalty I might have to serve 40-50 years for a crime that only took me thirty seconds to perform.
v. Of course, we understand that we punish folks according to their crime, not the time they have spent committing the crime.
vi. The same system of justice works with God.
vii. The punishment for violating God’s commandments…even one of them is such a huge crime in God’s eyes, that it is punishable by eternity in Hell.
a.) Just like the man who has the choice to fire a gun to avoid the penalties…
b.) So does each individual make a choice when it comes to obeying or rejecting the laws of God!

B. If, Hell is merely the imagination of men…
1. Then Jesus must have been the man to imagine it (Rich man/Lazarus Lk. 16:19-31)
2. Something to keep in mind:
a. The same book (the Bible) that teaches us about Heaven is the same book that teaches us about Hell
b. If the Bible is not reliable on one [point, it may not be reliable on the other either so a disbelief in Hell may cause us to disbelieve that there is really a Heaven as well!
3. If Hell is not a place of punishment for the conscious, then why did David wish to let “death seize them” (his enemies) when they go “alive down into Hell” (Sheol) because of their wickedness (Psa. 55:15)?

C. If Hell is the annihilation of man at death…
1. Why is Hell is described as a “second death” (Rev. 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8)
a. …why not merely call “death”, “death?”
b. Why did Jesus teach of the conscious dead (Rich man/Lazarus Lk. 16:19-31)
2. Why the resurrection?
a. “…there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.” (Ac. 24:15) 
b. Why would God resurrect the dead only to let them know they are going to return to non-existence?
i. If there is a “resurrection” then that person had to be alive for the duration as a resurrection is simply returning one to earth.
ii. For those who say the dead are annihilated, they do not have a resurrection, they have a recreation!
i.) The doctrine of resurrection makes the annihilation in Hell theory impossible!
3. The annihilation of God?
a. When Jesus went to the grave, He being God, was He annihilated? He couldn’t have been. How could God be annihilated?
4. Why is Hell (Sheol) described as a place where tyrannical leaders like king Nebuchadnezzar sit upon thrones feeling excitement about others who will meet a similar fate as they have (Isa. 14:9)?
5. Why did Jesus not teach annihilation after death and instead used a story of the rich man and Lazarus (Lk. 16:19-31)? Jesus never used lies to teach the truth!
6. Why did Jesus teach Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as being alive when debating the Sadducees saying that God is the God of the living, not the God of the dead (Mat. 22:32)? 
7. If Hell is neither real or eternal, then why did Jesus indicate that it was (Mat. 25:46)?
a. (“aionios”,  ahee-o'-nee-os) which means “perpetual, eternal, forever, everlasting”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ] 

b. God is an “everlasting God” (Rom. 16:26)
c. The Spirit is an “Eternal Spirit” (Heb. 9:14)
d. In these three passages, we have four things that are eternal: “everlasting punishment”, “eternal life”, “everlasting God” and “eternal Spirit.” There is no difference between something “everlasting” and something “eternal” other than the spelling in English. In fact, the same word is used in the Gk. 
e. The word punishment is from the Gk. “kolasis”,  (kol'-as-is) and it means exactly what it is translated to mean, “punishment, torment”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  ] 

I can assure you that the punishment one receives in hell is only as long as God the Father and the Spirit exist and as long as we will live in Heaven!

II. Descriptions of Hell:
A. Reminder: Keep in mind that these descriptions may not be literal, but may be expressing spiritual truths in the best ways our feeble human minds in the physical world can understand them.
1. Time does not permit us to look at all information we have on Hell…
2. Bear with me to look at several descriptive phrases, then at the end I want to use them to make a point.

B. The word, translated “Hell” in your Bibles is  actually derived from several words:
1. “Sheol” (Heb.) and Gk. equivalent “Hades”, words simply meaning “the place of departed spirits”
2. “Geenna” or the near equivalent “Valley of Hinnom” 
3. Hell is also translated such from the Gk. “Tartaroo” describing the abode of the angels who sinned and fell.
4. “Geenna”:
a. This was a literal valley located south of Jerusalem:
[image: ]

b. Since mankind does not have the comprehension to understand things spiritual, I believe our Lord often referred to this place to give an Earthly illustration or comparison of what Hell would be like.
c. The valley is associated with the worship of Molech and later may have been the place where the corpses of animals and criminals were burned.
d. The area has an infamous history:
i. Tophet is a place within this valley whose name literally means "fire-stove," indicating the exact location where the Israelties made they burned their children to Moloch in this valley during the days of Solomon and subsequent kings to follow (1 Kgs. 11:7; 2 Kgs. 16:3; Isa 30:33; Jer. 7:31; 32:35)
ii. According to some, this name is derived from the Hebrew toph, drum, because drums are supposed to have been used to drown the cries of the victims.  But this opinion rests only on conjecture.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  ] 

iii. King Josiah defiled the place, (2 Kgs. 23:10), probably by making it a depository of filth.
iv. Later, the Jews made it the garbage dump of the city. Many suppose that the fires were kept burning continually there”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  ] 

v. It was also a place where the bodies of those who had been stoned or crucified for sins would be cast outside the city walls without graves in humiliation and defilement.
vi. It describes a place of imagery where vengeance upon the enemies of the king would be taken out.
vii. It was a place where scavengers scoured the valley and a place where maggots were constantly present.

C. Location:
1. Heaven “up” and Hell “down” is a concept that comes from the Bible (Prov. 15:24)

2. It is a place outside the Holy City of God, where access to the Tree of Life is found (Rev. 22:14) much like those who, in Old Testament times put away or cast out unclean or sinful people from among them (Lev. 7:20, 21; Num. 19:13, 20)

3. It is described as “deep”
a. Opposite of Heaven which is described as a place of exaltation whereas Hades is described as a place “down” as a place of humiliation (Mat. 11:23; Lk. 10:15) 
b. So deep that it is said to “encompass” you (Psa. 18:5)

III. Hell: What Type of Place Is It?
1. Great Pain, Sorrow
a. “a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Mat. 8:12; 22:13; 25:30)
b. So painful that people gnaw at their tongues (Rev. 16:10)
c. Begging For Mercy:
i. Gk. word “sheol” is derived from a root word meaning “to ask”  or “demand” indicating the insatiable feeling one has therein[footnoteRef:5] (Pr. 30:15-16; Lk. 16:24-25) [5:  ] 

ii. Where people scream and cry out for mercy ; an arid place without water, begging even for a drop to touch their tongue 

2. A Place of Fiery Torment: Caused by great fire, torment (Mat. 13:42; Lk. 16:23) described as an “unquenchable fire” (Mk. 9:43-46) like a “lake of fire” (Rev. 20:13-15)

3. Full of Continual Smoke (Rev. 14:11) 
i. Smoke possibly from burning brimstone (Rev. 14:10; 19:20; 20:10; 21:8) which is “A mineral substance, highly inflammable, and burning with a suffocating smell.[footnoteRef:6]” [6:  ] 


4. A Place Without Rest: (Rev. 14:11)

5. A Place of Darkness: 
a. Not mere darkness, but “outer darkness” or the darkest of dark (Mat. 8:12;22:13; 25:30)
i. Illust: Not seeing the hand in front of your face
ii. Hide & seek in gymnasium – darkness of janitor’s closet at rear of bathrooms & utility room
b. A blackness and darkness that lasts forever (Jude. 1:13)

6. A Place of Rot and Decay: “Where, ‘their worm does not die’” (Isa. 66:24; Mk. 9:44)

7. A Place of Confinement:
a. Likened to a prison (1 Pet. 3:19) 
b. With “gates” (Mat. 16:18) 
c. Locks (Rev. 1:18)
i. Hades and death shown to be different things
ii. Refutes annihilation theory once more
d. Place from which there is no escape (Lk. 16:23, 26) 
i. Though those in Hell may try to climb up to  Heaven, the hand of God shall prevent them from entering (Am. 9:2). 

8. A Place of Wretched Company
a. People often consider the neighborhood before selecting a house. Would you want to move into this neighborhood…
b. Filled with Filthy People (Rev. 22:10, 11)
c. People who curse God (Rev. 16:11)
i. Those who blaspheme against the Holy Spirit (Mk. 3:29)
d. Those who “do iniquity” (Mat. 13:41-42)
e. The “abode of the wicked” (Num. 16:33; Job. 24:19; Psa. 9:17; 31:17)
f. Murderers (1 Jn. 3:15)

9. Seemingly varying degrees of punishment
a. Deuteronomy 32:22 describes the anger of God burning to “the lowest Hell”
b. There are people who have been brought to the “lowest depths of the pit” (Isa. 14:15)
c. Greater condemnation for those that will not receive the message of the apostles than the condemnation of Sodom and Gomorrah (Mat. 10:15)
d. (Mat. 23:14) Pharisees who would not accept Christ received a greater condemnation.
e. Tartaroo (i.e. “the deepest abyss of Hades[footnoteRef:7]”) seems to be reserved for the angels who sinned (Pet. 2:4 – only place this word is used in the Bible ) [7:  ] 

f. Like a county penitentiary, a state prison general population, high security parts of prisons and solitary confinement.

10. God Aware of Its Inhabitants:
a. Although it is outside the city, it is still a place where God is, “You (God - MDM) are there”  (Psa. 139:8) 
b. Probably meaning that He is aware of it (Job 26:6) since it is a place God can see clearly and is “naked” before him.
c. A place of punishment in the presence of holy angels and the Lamb of God (Rev. 14:9-10)
i. A picture of the Lamb we are not accustomed to envisioning!
ii. Those who say punishment is outside the nature of God…that such torture is sub-love and sub-justice need to contemplate this verse!
d. Conclusion: much more than merely some place God has turned His back upon. He may have proverbially turned His back upon the people, but He is aware of the place!


IV. How Many People Are In Hell?
A. Many people headed there (Lk. 13:24)
B. Described as a place that is “never full” (Prov. 27:20)
C. Sheol is a place with a limitless appetite (Isa. 5:14)
D. Hell/Sheol and death are likened to things that never seem to have enough (Hab. 2:5).

V. Who Goes To Hell?
A. Occupants There on Account of Their Own Doing
1. Some dig their own way into Hell (Amos 9:2).
2. Each one is judged according to their own works (Rev. 20:13-14)

B. All those not found in the Book of Life (Rev. 20:13-15)

C. 2 Thess. 1:8-9 describes “everlasting destruction as the punishment for those “who do not know God and who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

D. The Unrepentant, Unforgiven Sinner: Numerous other sins are mentioned in the Bible:
1. The evil of all ages (1 Pet. 4:17-18)
2. Those Who Lose Focus On Righteousness: “The eye” or in other words, what we focus upon and determine to do can cause a soul to be lost in hell (Mat. 5:29-30)
3. The Unrighteous Listed: Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, homosexuals, sodomites, thieves, the covetous, drunkards, revilers, extortioners who would not turn from their evil deeds and serve God (1 Cor. 6:9-11)
4. Sorcerers, the sexually immoral, murderers, idolaters and whoever loves and practices a lie surrounded by dogs (Rev. 22:15)
5. “…the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone…” (Rev. 21:8)
6. Fornicators: The one who gives into the temptress (Prov. 5:5; 7:27; 9:18)
7. The Uncompassionate: Those who did not serve others, having compassion upon the less fortunate (Mat. 25:31-46)







E. Hypocrites: (Isa. 33:14)

F. The Backslidden: Some who were once righteous as well as the wicked who reject the gospel of God (1 Pet. 4:17-19)

G. Those Who Preferred Their Sins More Than Serving God
1. Jesus said that those who refused to repent of their sins would perish (Lk. 13:3, 5).


H. A Few Surprises:
1. “…the cowardly…” (Rev. 21:8)
2. Those Who Did Not Tell Others About Christ (Evangelism): We must be willing to confess others before men or Jesus will deny knowing us before His Father in Heaven (Mat. 10:32-33).
3.  “…all liars…” (Rev. 21:8)
4. The strong and mighty (Isa. 32:21).
5. Those Who Feel a False Sense of Security
a. (Isa. 28:15) Describes those who, in a proverbial sense, act as though they have made a covenant with death and no harm can come to them as a result. These are people who feel comforted by lies and falsehood.
b. (Isa. 28:18) Describes the fate of those of Isa. 28:15 who place their faith in lies and falsehoods. Though they may make one feel safety and security now, in the end the proverbial covenant with death and Sheol will fail and destruction will come as a result!
6. The Indifferent: (Mat. 23:37-39; Mat. 24:11-13; Rev. 3:1-3)
7. Careless speakers (Jas. 3:6 “the tongue is a fire…it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell”; Mat. 5:22)
8. The Religious (Man-Made)
i. Jesus referred to the Pharisees as a “son of Hell” by our Lord for their admiration of man-made traditions over God’s laws. (Mat. 23:15).
ii. Even those who performed great works in the name of Christ (Mat. 7:22-23)

VI. How To Avoid Hell
A. Listen to the words of Moses and the prophets of the Lord (Lk. 16:29-31)

B. Obey Christ (Heb. 5:9); Must be from a sincere heart (Phil. 1:10; 1 Tim. 1:5)


C. We are judged according to our works, meaning what we have done in thought, word and deed (Rev. 20:13)

Conclusion:
1. Whether real or figurative, the Bible is clear…
A. Whatever hellfire, the worms, the torment, if not literal, it is meant to teach one thing for certain…Hell is a place no one wants to go!
2. One more group of people who will go to Hell:Those Who Did Nothing:
A. Ultimately, one need to do absolutely nothing to go to Hell…never obey the gospel and you are well on your way (1 Pet. 4:17)! 
B. Those who never obeyed the gospel (2 Thess. 1:7-9) In other words, you literally need to do nothing to be deserving of Hell.

3. I am here to pull no punches – Hell is a real, literal place of which you should be deathly afraid of going!
4. Some accuse Christianity of trying to scare/intimidate people into believing as we do by telling others they are in danger of Hell. That is precisely the point!
5. We are supposed to be fearful of this place! Should be willing to do absolutely anything and everything you need to in order to avoid going there (Lk. 12:5)!
6. If Hell is imagination or annihilation, then why fear God? Simply disappear – does not seem that bad.
7. But Jesus taught a Hell that is undesirable (understatement) No one goes willingly – they are “cast” into this place (Mk. 9:47; Lk. 12:5)

Invitation:
1. If you have not obeyed the Lord, this lesson should be enough to inspire you to see the importance of doing so and to seek His will.
2.  Why would any sain person wait one more minuite?
3.  If you want to be certain you are saved, do not leave this assembly before being absolutely certain – let’s talk about what is necessary for you to rest your head on your pillow assured that you will not suffer the same fate of the rich man.
4. Maybe you are a Christian and are suffering from some secret sin in your life. Do not put oofff going to whatever extreme is necessary to cast away your sins and restore your relationship w/your Heavenly Father!
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