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“You want me to do what?”

Information
Scripture Reading: Mat. 28:18-20
Accompanying Song: #480 “Have You Counted the Cost?”
Location:
C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Evangelism\UWantMe2DoWhat.docx

Introduction:
I. Sometimes God asks us to do difficult things.
A. Uncomfortable
B. Not fun

II. Have you ever been asked to be witness in court of law?
A. 10 yrs. old, two older boys known for trouble tried to run me over on a tractor; almost hit me
1. Told mom about excitement/scare
2. Police called; charges pressed
3. Surprised – went to court
4. Did not want to be a witness; mom helped me understand next time a kid might get hurt
5. Scared; not know what to expect; felt like I was one in trouble; anxiety before trial
6. Trial went smoothly; boys convicted; not as bad as imagined

III. Just like law enforcement may call us to be a witness,  we are called to be  a witness to Christ

IV. Just like my anxiety before the trial, we may not want to do so, yet we are called as witnesses.

Transition:
I. Lesson;
1. Who is called to be a witness?
2. What is a witness?
3. What if I don’t want to be a witness?
4. Offer a remedy for those who struggle being a witness for the Lord as they should.

Body:

I. Who is called to be a witness?
A. Bible passages do not discriminate.

B. Misconceptions
1. Fear some have wrong idea about who witness is.
2. The Teacher’s Commentary quote on the “Leadership’s Task” (note in advance: terminology sometimes faulty)
3. The “somebody else’s job” attitude (anyone but me)

C. Mk. 16:15 "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 


D. Then we are called to be “imitators” Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. (1 Cor. 11:1)

II. What does it mean to be a witness?
A. 2 Tim. 2:2 “Witness” from Gk. martus, (mar'-toos) lit. or fig. a "martyr":-- martyr, record, witness.; Martyr = sacrificial victim; sufferer

B. Witness: self-replicating – Tim. taught others to teach others to teach…

III. “I don’t want to be a witness!”
A. All are faced with things we don’t want to do, yet if we know we must, we do them.
1. Survey of top 15 things people do not like doing:
a. Go to work – gets boring; may not like job/boss
b. Job interview/ Take tests
c. Being rushed
d. Facing confrontations
e. Going to the Dr./Dentist
f. Balancing the checkbook/paying bills
g. Exercising 
h. Others finding out a fault/they are wrong
i. Disappointing others
j. Waking up early
k. Cleaning up vomit/doo
l. Housework/Iorning
m. Young people – go to school
n. Pay taxes
o. Dying
2. We do lots of things every day we don’t want to do. 
3. We do them because = our responsibility/consequences

B. Witnesses endure hardship
1. 2 Tim. 2:3 (next vs.) “You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”
2. Being martyr = what you signed up for as a Christian (Jn. 15:20) "Remember the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also.”

C. Think of our witnesses given as examples of faith (Heb. 11)
(1.) Noah (Heb. 11:7)
(2.) Abraham (Heb. 11:8-10, 17-19)
(3.) Sarah (Heb. 11:11)
(4.) (cf. Heb. 11:13) These died in the faith – not receive promises
(5.) Jacob (Heb. 11:21)
(6.) Moses (Heb. 11:23-26) 
(7.) Rahab (Heb. 11:31)
(8.) Gideon, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel (Heb. 11:32)
(9.) Which of these did not endure tests/hardships (Heb. 11:33-12:1)? Emphasis 12:1 “cloud of witnesses”

D. Jn. 15:1-2 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. (John 15:1-2 NKJV)

1. God expects no less commitment from us than He expected from His Son
2. What if Christ had same commitment to your salvation that you return to Him? Maybe good; Maybe not
3. Expects us to be on fire…bearing fruit for Him!
4. Some of the fruit we should be bearing = new converts
5. Jesus is “true” Vine – we want to be part of that Vine
6. Warns us: if we will not bear fruit, we will be removed from His Father’s vineyard
7. If we bear fruit we will be “pruned”
a. Pruning: cutting off extras on the branch
b. “Extras” – anything on the vine (extra branches, blooms, etc.) that does not aid to productivity = a draw of much needed resources
c. When God works in you He makes you more able to bear more fruit
(1.) Spiritually-minded person casts off extra baggage in life
(2.) God moves you to care less off things of this world & devote more of life to Him
(a.) Spiritually-minded individual does not do things because they necessarily enjoy it…
(b.) Do things because it is our responsibility – needs done; will do them in spite of hesitancy b/c of love of Godhead!
d. Remember Mat. 22:14

E. Ezek. 3:17-21
1. God told Ezek. To warn the wicked to turn from wicked ways
2. If wicked refused to turn, they would die
3. If Ezek. failed to warn the wicked, the wicked man still died in sins, but Ezek. punished as well – his OWN SOUL would not be delivered; what’s more, Ezek. would be responsible for putting this unwarned wicked man to death
a. Serve as a brutal reminder of what he was responsible for doing
b. Witness the fruits of his unwillingness to plead w/his neighbor
4. If Ezek. warned the wicked, whether the wicked turned from their ways or not, Ezek. would deliver his own soul
5. God: “I have made you a watchman”; “Give them warning”
a. Ezek. God’s mouthpiece
b. No choice given to Ezek. – God said “Go tell ‘em!”
6. What application for us?
a. What if you were in Ezek. place?
(1.) Not warn the wicked? Then you will be the one to put them to death!
(2.) Warn the wicked? Save your own soul and potentially save theirs as well.
b. Principle no different for us today.
(1.) Heb. 5:9 Jesus = author of eternal salvation to obedient
(2.) We must then obey every command to best of our ability
(3.) Our command 
(a.) (1 Pet. 3:15)
(b.) Salvation depends upon it (Lk. 12:8)
c. What’s more: 1st cent. Church gave us pattern to follow (Ac. 8:1, 4)
(1.) ALL scattered went preaching – not just preachers or apostles
(2.) Do you suppose they wanted to spread the gospel?
(3.) Placed lives in even greater danger
(4.) Made things even worse on them for most part – persecution would follow
(5.) Saul’s main agenda: silence the Christians; if they would remain silent, all would go away, yet they continued!
(6.) Not enough time 
(a.) Excuse – what more important than saving a life?
(b.) If too busy to tell people about Jesus, then we are too busy!
(c.) We make time for everything we deem important.
(d.) May have things you need done at home, but don’t call into work to do them. 
i. Why? Work higher on priority list. 
ii. Things at home will have to wait or get skipped.
iii. Sharing gospel = most important of all.
· Remember when Christians were scattered in Ac. 8 they gave up everything in that dispersion
· Left homes, lands, jobs, families for what? To remain true to faith and spread the word!
7. Point: We need to understand what the first cent. church understood – God’s commands not optional. We must be active telling others!

IV. Overcoming Hesitancy to Be a Witness
A. As young child, I HATED shots
1. Until I was probably in my teens I dreaded
2. 4 yrs old - Mother announced it was time to get immunizations for school
3. Though excited about school, I would rather stay home than get a shot
4. Remember asking her if I had to get a shot; she did not know
5. Longest elevator ride ever
6. Walked into room – expecting worst
7. Registered
8. Went to table
9. Nurse had me drink little pink liquid in cup; didn’t even taste bad! That was it!
10. Worry all about nothing.
11. Overcoming hesitancy little like the experience I had.

B. Are you interested in the Lord? Do you care for lost souls?

C. (Lk. 10:2) Still true today…few working to seek and save the lost

D. Do we have little interest in saving souls?
1. If asked, “Oh, no! We are interested!” 
2. We say we are interested in saving others/church growth
a. Why are we not speaking to others? Has the word lost its power? NO!
b. Old saying: Actions speak louder than words
c. Are we using every available resource?
d. Are we making real efforts?
e. Do we really love others as we should…like Christ loved us?
f. Have we allowed ourselves to be controlled by fear to the point of disobedience?
g. Are we talking/brainstorming amongst ourselves about why our efforts are not working? About what else we could try?

E. Do we take for granted what we have?
1. “Chain of Love” by Clay Walker – neat story
a. Woman w/flat tire, man named Joe fixes
b. Woman grateful, offers to pay him for help, he responds if she wants to repay him, don’t let the chain of love end with her…help someone else just as he helped her
c. Woman travels to diner; waitress due to give birth to baby any day now
d. Lady left $100 to cover her meal and left rest as tip for young waitress told her to don’t let the chain of love end with her…help someone else just as he helped her
e. Waitress comes home after hard days work and goes to bed (thinking about the money) where husband is fast asleep she whispers into her husband’s ear, “I love you Joe.”
f. Point: goodness comes back to us.
2. Do you realize that if you are a member of the church someone had to take time to evangelize to you (even if just mom and dad bringing you to services?
3. Somewhere in your family history = the 1st. Christian. Someone had to take time to speak to them or you would not be here!
a. Have you forgotten that if we are a Christian, someone somewhere down the line showed an interest in you?
b. Because of this you share the peace that surpasses all understanding.

F. Statements not meant to be hurtful or critical (I have areas where I need improvement/encouragement myself). We all need to use this moment as one for serious self-examination!

G. We all have our “reasons”
1. Don’t know enough (cf. Jer. 1:6, 7, 17)
a. God did not accept Jeremiah’s excuses
b. God said, “Go and prepare yourself…”
c. In Ac. 9, Saul converted - immediately after his conversion we find him preaching; do you honestly think he had it all figured out at this time – before any revelation had been given to Saul
d. Same true w/Andrew, when he found the Christ - went and told Peter
e. Point: need not know much at all – tell truth – tell what you know!
2. “I don’t know what to say.” (Ex. 4:10-12) 
a. God did not accept Moses’ excuses
b. God has told us everything to say, just as He did Moses; all we must do is read (listen carefully) and repeat
c. O.K. to say “I don’t know. I’ll get back to you.”
3. Nobody is interested (cf. 2 Pet. 3:9 Then why is the Lord being patient…for what?)
a. Don’t think you are qualified to say that!
b. Can say that nobody is interested when you have spoken to everyone you ever met and exhausted all efforts to convert them!
4. Need to be honest w/ourselves…
5. These not reasons, but excuses!
6. God is not going to accept our excuses!

V. A Word About Church Growth
A. Ac 2 word preached, 3000 souls converted

B. Ac. 5 Apostles preaching again
1. Arrested and released by angel from prison
2. Again preaching in temple at command of the angel
3. Rearrested and beaten
4. Ac.5:42 “daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.””

C. Ac. 6:7” word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.”

D. Ac. 8 Phillip preaches and converts the Samaritans and then an Ethiopian; Ac. 8:40 it says Phillip, “preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea.”

E. Ac. 9 Conversion of Saul
1. Later we find he and Barnabas preaching Jesus
2. Ac. 9:31 “the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria …were edified…they were multiplied.”

F. Do we see a pattern?
1. Went, preached, multiplied, went, preached, multiplied, went, preached…
2. Rom. 1:16 Gospel = power unto salvation
3. Pattern we practice, remain in church expecting people to come to us – almost completely foreign concept of evangelism to the Bible!
a. We call the unsaved “the lost”
b. Lost people do not know which way to go – do not understand the need to come to a church building!
4. If we would follow the same pattern as the 1st cent. Christians I am convinced that the church would grow both spiritually and in number.

G. Faith of the first century Christians – their friends and neighbors were well aware of their faith and knew where they “went to church”
1. If we would simply follow the biblical pattern, could you even fathom what could be done?
2. (cf. Isa. 55:1) God promised that His word would not return void (i.e. empty handed)
a. Seed is the word
b. To say the word can do no good is to call the word insufficient, infertile seed!

Conclusion:
I. Illust.
A. I wanted garden this year
B. Made excuses to self
1. Will take time I don’t have to prepare soil
2. Don’t have money right now for all plants
3. Wait until Carie & I can pick out together
4. Before I knew it, was too late in season
5. I am not going to have a crop this year!
6. Point: Must plant if we expect to ever have crop

Invitation:
I. What temperature are you?
A. A person whose heart is cold is frozen and will never be moved by the gospel

B. Lukewarm person just sits and is idle. 

C. Choose not to be lukewarm, but on fire for the Lord – raging fire spreads!

II. If you are willing to make a commitment to the Lord…
A. If you are willing to be on fire for Him & tell others
B. Opportunity now
C. If a Christian, but have not been faithful in your responsibilities to share gospel w/others, commit to change now – here to assist however we can!
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