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“Thinking ‘Bout Drinking?”
Is it a sin to drink alcoholic beverages?
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Objective: To describe reasons, scriptural and logical against drinking alcohol as a beverage
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Introduction:
1. (Title Slide) How many of you, in recent times have contemplated “Thinking About Drinking?”
2. As many of you know, alcoholism has affected my biological family very directly.
3. I am also aware of a growing number of Christians who use alcohol.
4. Some of the people, Christians at that, who drink alcohol openly or privately would probably shock amny of us if we knew the truth!
a. “Approximately 14 million Americans — about 7.4 percent of the adult population — meet the diagnostic criteria for alcohol abuse or alcoholism.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.alcohol-information.com/Alcohol_Statistics.html] 

b. A Wide-Spread Problem: “More than one-half of American adults have a close family member who has or has had alcoholism.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  http://www.alcohol-information.com/Alcohol_Statistics.html] 

c. Not many months ago I became aware of a preacher who defended drinking alcohol, as he said, so long as it did not lead to drunkenness.
d. I have also heard of several Christians, particularly the younger generations who have not studied the issue deeply enough for themselves and therefore question biblical prohibitions against drinking.	
i. An estimated 6.6 million children under 18 live in households with at least one alcoholic parent.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  http://www.alcohol-information.com/Alcohol_Statistics.html] 

ii. By the time they are high school seniors, 80% have used alcohol and 62% have been drunk.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  http://www.alcohol-information.com/Alcohol_Statistics.html] 

iii. Especially dangerous for younger people: “Alcoholism takes about 15 years to develop, but it can happen much quicker in adolescents and young adults.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  http://www.alcohol-information.com/Alcohol_Statistics.html] 

iv. “In 2002, U.S. alcoholism statistics reported that 2.6 million binge drinkers were between the ages of 12 and 17.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  http://www.alcohol-information.com/Alcohol_Statistics.html] 

5. According to the Pew Forum, a group that studies church trends among evangelicals they claim that this soft attitude toward alcohol consumption begins, in many cases, from the pulpit. Their website states:
“About four-in-ten (42%) of the evangelical leaders say the consumption of alcohol is compatible with being a good evangelical, while 52% say it is incompatible.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  http://pewforum.org/Press-Room/Press-Releases/New-Pew-Forum-Survey-Explores-Views-of--Evangelical-Protestant-Leaders-Around-the-World.aspx] 

6. One religious website called, The Restored  Church of God[footnoteRef:8] had this to say about alcohol consumption: [8:  http://www.thercg.org/articles/idas.html] 

a. “…Christ approved of drinking wine. His actions and words set the example by which Christians are to live. What does God expect of you? He expects you to use alcohol wisely. Jesus has not changed. Hebrews 13:8 states that He is ‘the same yesterday, and today, and forever.’ We are to ‘follow His steps’ (I Pet. 2:21-24). This principle is clear. Drinking alcoholic beverages is not wrong or sinful! The misuse of alcoholic beverages is sinful! It is not the bottle that is the problem—it is the person holding the bottle!” - The Restored  Church of God [footnoteRef:9] [9:  http://www.thercg.org/articles/idas.html] 


7. If alcoholic consumption is allowed by God it is not my intention to place a restriction upon mankind where the Lord has not done so.
8. On the other hand, if the Bible condemns the consumption of alcohol in any setting, then we need to speak out strongly against it.
9. In our lesson I would like to point out:

Body: 
I. The scriptures uniformly either cast the consumption of alcohol in a negative light or directly condemn it’s consumption.
A. I don’t want to  seem like I am trying to minimize what the  Bible says about the consumption of alcohol but I want to cover these verses quickly.
1. Many of us are probably already aware of what the Bible says.
2. In spite of this quite a few people still dig through the pages of scripture to find justification for drinking.
3. Because of this, I want to spend more time addressing some of the common arguments used to try to prove the Lord is O.K. with drinking alcohol as a beverage. 
B. Some people argue that “The Bible only condemns drunkenness, but it’s o.k. to drink alcoholic beverages, so long as you don’t get drunk.”
1. That is simply not a true statement.
2. The American Medical Association has stated that “There is no minimum blood alcohol concentration which can be set at which there will be absolutely no effect.”
3. Therefore the drunk and the social drinker differ in only degree of affect.
4. Being drunk with wine is contrasted as the opposite of being “filled with the Spirit.”
“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, (Ephesians 5:18 NKJV)
a. Defenders of alcoholic consumption as a beverage see this verse and say, “It condemns drunkenness, not drinking in moderation. 
b. Gk. word translated “drunk” is the Gk. methusko meaning “to make drunk or to grow drunk” according to W.E. Vine’s Disctionary.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  ] 

c. Others have defined the word “Drunk” this way:
i. Young & Haynes - “To begin to be softened.”
ii. E.W. Bullinger - “To grow drunk.”
iii. Thayer - “To get drunk, to become intoxicated.”
a. Therefore, drunkenness, regardless of its stage, is sinful.
b. I have yet to talk to someone who claims to be a social drinker who hasn’t, at some point in their drinking life, admitted to getting a “buzz.”
c. I am forced to wonder if the social drinker who never gets drunk is not a mirage. Does such a creature really exist?
2. Consider the following verses:

B. It was alcohol that Lot’s daughters used to seduce their father (Gen. 19:31-36).

C. If drinking alcohol is acceptable to the Lord, then why did He issue this warning after the Lord consumed Nadab and Abihu with fire for introducing “strange” or “profane” fire?
"Do not drink wine or intoxicating drink, you, nor your sons with you, when you go into the tabernacle of meeting, lest you die. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations, (Leviticus 10:9 NKJV)
(This leads one to wonder if the blunder of offering profane fire in the tabernacle was due to the fact that they were drunk when they did so?)

D. It was alcohol that apparently caused the king to wish to show off the beauty of queen Vashti. Whatever the king, in his drunkenness, was actually requesting her to do, she refused (Esth. 1:10-11).

E. “Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is a brawler, And whoever is led astray by it is not wise.” (Proverbs 20:1 NKJV)

F. Consumption of alcohol is associated with poor judgment:
It is not for kings, O Lemuel, It is not for kings to drink wine, Nor for princes intoxicating drink; Lest they drink and forget the law, And pervert the justice of all the afflicted. (Proverbs 31:4-5 NKJV)
G. Woe to men mighty at drinking wine, Woe to men valiant for mixing intoxicating drink, (Isaiah 5:22 NKJV)

H. Wine was considered a defilement by Daniel:
But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. (Daniel 1:8 NKJV)

I. "Harlotry, wine, and new wine enslave the heart. (Hosea 4:11 NKJV)

J. Alluded to as a characteristic of the wicked:
They have cast lots for My people, Have given a boy as payment for a harlot, And sold a girl for wine, that they may drink. (Joel 3:3 NKJV)

K. This is a matter affecting one’s salvation:
“…drunkenness, revelries, and the like; …those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. (Galatians 5:21)

L. Drinking alcoholic beverage casually is not a matter of opinion, but even if it were optional, certainly Romans 14:21 would have to weigh in on the matter:
It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak. (Romans 14:21 NKJV)

1. The philosophy of Alcoholics Anonymous is that they are an organization of people who “could never drink safely.”[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  http://www.aa.org/lang/en/subpage.cfm?page=12] 

2. That being said, how would one find out if you are among those who “can drink safely” and one who cannot? Is it really worth the risk to find out which group you (or others you might influence) are in?

II. Common Misconceptions About Alcohol and the Bible
A. The word “wine” in the Bible always means “alcoholic beverage.
1. If all wine were the same in every passage, it would make the Bible sound nonsensical.
a. It is a blessing (Ps. 104:15) - and a cursing (Hab. 2:15).
b. It is sanctioned (Jn. 2:1-11) - and condemned (Prov. 4:17).
c. It brings cheer (Judges 9:13) - and is a mocker (Prov. 20:1).
d. It is a spiritual blessing (Is. 55:1) - and brings divine wrath (Ps. 60:3).
2. As many as ten different Hebrew words and two Greek words are translated “wine” in the Bible.
a. Of these words, the two most frequently used, Yayin and its Greek equivalent Oinos, are general terms for all sorts of wine. 
b. I will not spend the time to go into great detail on the meanings of all of these words but I will simply summarize them to say that in most cases the word does not have a clear definition to differentiate itself from beverages that contain alcohol and those who do not. Therefore, in most cases, context must be our guide to determine which drink the passage is speaking of.
3. Consider: I know of no reason why non-alcoholic wine would be condemned in the scriptures, except in the case of the Nazarite vow which forbid the one under the vow to do several things, one of them being the consumption of grapes in any form (Num. 6:3). 
4. Therefore, the only logical conclusion one can draw for the condemnation of drinking “wine” is because of the negative effects the fermented version has upon a person.

B. Some argue that all wine in the Bible was fermented because the ancients had no way to prevent fermentation.
1. This seems to make a good argument, except it is not based upon fact.
2. There were several methods used to prevent fermentation. Without going into great detail, these processes included: boiling (removing water from the wine and turning it into concentrate to prevent it from fermenting), filtration (filtering out the particles of wine that ferment), sulphur fumigation or air exclusion (use of sulphur to absorb the oxygen and prevent wine from fermenting), and temperature reduction (keeping the wine in sealed barrels lined with pitch under cool water from streams, since wine cannot ferment below 40 degrees).[endnoteRef:1] [1:  A. Boiling
Fermentation could not take place without the presence of water.
Grape juice boils at 212 degrees, and ethyl alcohol evaporates at 172 degrees.
Thus, boiling the grapes removed the alcohol.
The thick syrup that remained could be preserved up to a year.
B. Filtration
1. By pouring the juice through several filters, the glutton, or the fermentable substance, could be
strained out, thus separating the intoxicating properties.

C. Sulphur Fumigation
1. Wine cannot ferment without oxygen.
2. To prevent fermentation, the ancients would fumigate the wine with sulphur which absorbed the 
oxygen, thus arresting fermentation.

D. Air Exclusion
1. Another method of preventing fermentation by removing oxygen was to line their containers with
pitch, making them air tight.
2. Then they would pour the fresh juice into the containers and seal them and often sink them in water.
3. It was said that juice preserved in this manner could remain sweet for a whole year.

E. Temperature Reduction.
1. If grape juice can be kept below forty degrees, it will not ferment.
2.They would accomplish this by placing their wine in cold streams.] 

C. With such a mountain of scriptural evidence before us, the answer should be clear that drinking alcoholic beverages for reasons other than medicinal purposes is strictly forbidden…even sinful! So what arguments would someone trying to justify using alcohol use?

III. Common Reasoning Used to Attempt to Justify Alcohol Consumption
A. “Paul told Timothy it was o.k. to drink.” (1 Tim. 5:23)
1. First, this was done for medicinal purposes, hence Paul’s statement, “…use a little wine for your stomach's sake and your frequent infirmities.” Therefore, this passage only authorizes the use of alcohol for medicinal purposes and has no use for trying to justify the drinking of it for a common beverage.
a. I believe we can all agree that Paul authorized alcohol consumption here for medicinal purposes.
b. I also assume that we can all agree that we can see the difference between the casual consumption of alcohol and the medicinal use of alcohol.
c. Consider this: If my doctor prescribed me to take some medicine, would that authorize you to take the same medicine? Of course it wouldn’t!
2. Secondly, it was not Timothy’s typical practice to drink wine. If Paul had to tell Timothy to drink wine, even to assist with illness, then one could conclude that it was not Timothy’s normal practice to drink wine, otherwise Paul would not have felt the need to give him permission to drink some.
3. Thirdly, this was diluted wine. Paul told Timothy, “No longer drink only water, but use a little wine…” In other words, add a little wine to the water.
a. Adam Clarke’s Commentary Adds This:
“From Athenaeus we learn that the Greeks often mingled their wine with water; sometimes one part of wine to two of water; three parts of water to one of wine; and at other times three parts of water to two of wine.”

4. Clearly, 1 Tim. 5:23 cannot be used as a passage to permit the casual drinking of alcoholic beverage. The context clearly authorizes its use for medicinal purposes only. 

B. It has positive health benefits.”
1. Some have attempted to justify alcohol consumption by claiming it is good for the heart. 
2. Some have even told me their doctor recommended a can of beer per day for their heart.
a. In my limited experience, the people who make this argument watch very little about what they eat, nor do they exercise regularly but then claim they want their beer/wine for “health” reasons.
b. Forgive me if I say that seems disingenuous.
c. Beyond they are simply, it is ill-informed.
3. Here are a few of the “health benefits” of alcohol to the body.
a. Damage to the Heart: “Excessive and prolonged alcohol consumption can cause contribute to conditions such as high blood pressure, heart disease and heart failure. Social drinkers who binge can get irregular heartbeats from their alcoholic habits.”[footnoteRef:12] [12:  http://www.bloodalcohol.info/how-alcohol-affects-your-body.php] 

i. Therefore, I would question any doctor who advises drinking as healthy for the heart.
ii. Even if it were healthy for the heart, no doctor worth his salt should ever recommend an addictive substance for a long-term solution for a problem. Even addictive pain killers are regulated for the length of time doctors can prescribe them in many instances.
b. The Body: “Alcohol can harm virtually every part of your body. Many of the effects are reversible if alcohol consumption is subsequently controlled - other effects are permanent.”[footnoteRef:13] [13:  http://www.bloodalcohol.info/how-alcohol-affects-your-body.php] 

c. Damage to the Blood: “Extended alcohol abuse can cause blood conditions including several forms of anemia and blood clotting abnormalities. These conditions could result in susceptibility to bleeding and bruising. Prolonged alcohol use can also impair white blood cell function and thus makes the abuser more likely to become infected.” [footnoteRef:14] [14:  http://www.bloodalcohol.info/how-alcohol-affects-your-body.php] 

d. Damage to the Brain: “Alcohol depresses the central nervous system. Also, alcohol destroys brain cells and unlike many other types of cells in the body, brain cells do not regenerate. Excessive drinking over a prolonged period of time can cause serious problems with cognition and memory.” [footnoteRef:15] [15:  http://www.bloodalcohol.info/how-alcohol-affects-your-body.php] 

e. Damage to the Espohagus: “Half the cancers in the esophagus, larynx and mouth are linked to alcohol. Additionally, intense vomiting from excessive drinking can tear the esophogus.” [footnoteRef:16] [16:  http://www.bloodalcohol.info/how-alcohol-affects-your-body.php] 

f. Kidneys: “Prolonged heavy drinking can cause kidney failure.” [footnoteRef:17] [17:  http://www.bloodalcohol.info/how-alcohol-affects-your-body.php] 

g. Liver: Consumption of alcohol can cause Cirrhosis of the liver. Cirrhosis is a buildup of scar tissue that changes the structure of the liver and blocks blood flow.” [footnoteRef:18] [18:  http://www.bloodalcohol.info/how-alcohol-affects-your-body.php] 

h. Pancreas: “Alcohol can reduce the amount of digestive enzymes secreted by the pancreas, thereby inflaming and leaking digestive enzymes, which subsequently attack the pancreas itself. “[footnoteRef:19] [19:  http://www.bloodalcohol.info/how-alcohol-affects-your-body.php] 

i. Reproductive System: “Because of alcohol's affects on the brain and…kidneys, hormonal production is affected. In men, this could mean that the production of sperm and testosterone are affected, and that can lead to impotence and/or infertility. In women, estrogen metabolism in the liver can be decreased, which boost estrogen levels in the body. These changes can contribute to menstrual irregularities and potentially infertility.” [footnoteRef:20] [20:  http://www.bloodalcohol.info/how-alcohol-affects-your-body.php] 

j. Small Intestines: “Alcohol can damage the cells lining the stomach and intestines, which can block the absorption and breakdown of nutrients in those organs.”[footnoteRef:21] [21:  http://www.bloodalcohol.info/how-alcohol-affects-your-body.php] 

k. Stomach: “can irritate the stomach to the point of inducing gastritis (inflammation of the stomach lining), ulcers and acid reflux. Prolonged exposure to alcohol can erode the stomach lining and cause chronic blood seepage into the stomach.” [footnoteRef:22] [22:  http://www.bloodalcohol.info/how-alcohol-affects-your-body.php] 

4. Of course, the point I am trying to make is, given the vast number of adverse side effects that come as a result of the consumption of alcohol, one could hardly justify its consumption through one supposed health benefits in consideration of the enormous list of other health concerns it’s use may cause.
5. Why would someone who is in their right mind try to justify drinking alcohol when so many dangerous and destructive side effects?

C. “Jesus drank wine. There is wine mentioned in the Lord’s Supper.”  Again, keep in mind that the mention of “wine” is simply described as “fruit of the vine” (Mat. 26:29) and that phrase does not clarify whether it was alcoholic or non-alcoholic.

D. “Jesus made wine at a wedding.” (Jn. 2:1-10)
1. The passage even says that the guests had “well drunk.” 
2. This is not a phrase that should be taken to indicate drunkenness, but simply is a phrase that was commonly used to indicated that the guests had already drank until they had drunk their fill.
3. Additionally, the wine Jesus made is referred to as “good wine.” The ancients considered fresh grape juice to be the best wine of all. Ancient writers such as Pliny, Plutarch, and Horace all mention that the best wine was that was destitute of spirit.

E. “In Luke 7:31-35 the enemies of Jesus accused Him of being a winebibber. This indicates that Jesus drank wine.”
1. Jesus’ own people once accused Him of being “out of His mind." (Mk. 3:21) An accusation does not make it true.
2. The comment is meant to defame Jesus and denigrate His teachings just like they accused the accused the apostles of being drunk on the day of Pentecost (Ac. 2:15).
3. This was also a condemnation against Him, accusing Him of coming “drinking wine” in contrast with John the baptist who was under a life-long Nazarite vow  that would have prevented him from drinking any type of strong drink (Lk. 1:15).

F. (Ac.2:15) “Peter argued that the apostles were not drunk based upon the hour of the day.”
1. They assume because Peter said “these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day” that meant one would not normally be drunk the third hour, but might be at some later hour of the day.
2. To assume such a thing is to assume more than the passage will allow. There  is no way to prove such an assumption.
3. Additionally, to give A REASON for drinking does not mean there are not other reasons for abstaining from an activity.
4. For example, I may tell you that I don’t drink and drive because it is illegal. That doesn’t mean if it were I would drink and drive. Even if it were legal, I still would not drink and drive for the many reasons I am explaining in this lesson about why I would not drink at all!

G. Col. 2:16 says, “let no one judge you in food or in drink…” 
1. This is true, if kept in context.
2. Christians were confronted from every side with attacks designed to challenge, weaken or destroy their faith. Among their enemies were the Gnostics, Gentile philosophers and even some Jewish teachers.
3. The judgment against the Christian references the judiazing teachers who were guilty of compelling people to seek justification by keeping the ordinances of the law of Moses.
4. We know the passage is talking about Old Testament law because Pau, in verse sixteen also alludes to people judging them regarding “a festival or a new moon or Sabbaths.” Sabbaths were strictly a concern of Jewish law.
5. The law of Moses forbid the eating of certain foods or drinks according to things categorized “clean” or “unclean.” 
6. In other words, the passage is telling the Christians not to be drawn in by people making arguments that one may or may not eat or drink a particular item based upon it’s lawfulness under Jewish law.
7. The passage means, “let no one judge you regarding eating clean or unclean foods” based upon the law. The passage does not apply to alcoholic beverages.

H. “Deacons and older women are not to be given to ‘much’ wine.” (1 Tim. 3:8; Tit. 2:3)
1. Of course the argument centers around the word “much” indicating they should not drink a lot, but they  may drink it in moderate amounts.
2. Consider this: Just because someone is warned not to do “much” of something, does that it is permissible to do a little of it?
a. Practical arguments:
i. What if I say to my kids, “Now don’t go causing ‘a bunch of’ trouble?” Does that give them permission to cause a little bit of trouble?
ii. What if a police officer says “I’m giving you a ticket for excessive speeding.” Does that give you permission to speed, provided it is not ‘excessive’?
iii. If you explain to a child, “Rat poison it can make you sick and even die if you eat too much.” Should they take that as encouragement to eat rat poison moderately?
b. Scriptural arguments:
i. (Eccl. 7:17) Tells us not to be overly wicked. Does that mean we can be moderately wicked?
ii. (James 1:21) Tells us to put off all overflow of wickedness. Should we keep the wickedness that does not overflow?
iii. (Rom. 12:21) Warns us “Do not be overcome by evil.” So long as we are not “overcome” with evil, is evil permissible in our lives?
iv. (I Timothy 3:8) Warns us not to become greedy of filthy lucre. Does that allow us to be greedy for other things?
v. Of course these questions all seem silly when considered. Why then do we use similar questioning in some attempt to justify the consumption of alcoholic beverages?
3. In 1 Tim. 3:3 and elder must not be given to wine. If an elder cannot have wine at all, are elders held to a higher standard than everyone else?
“not given to wine,…” (1 Timothy 3:3 NKJV)
a. Elders are supposed to be “examples to the flock” (1Pet. 5:3). 
b. An exemplary person is someone we are supposed to emulate.
c. If it is morally reprehensible for an elder, the same would be true of the Christian.

IV. The Bible Aside: Alcohol Is Dangerous and Deconstructive!
A. Social problems result from alcohol abuse. Some common traits of people who abuse alcohol are:
a. Using alcohol in situations where it’s physically dangerous, such as drinking and driving, operating machinery while intoxicated, or mixing alcohol with prescription medication against doctor’s orders. 
i. “In the USA alone, alcohol is responsible for over 17,000 deaths on the roads due to drink driving (DUI or DWI) - which is 41% of all USA road accidents…More than half of those accidents are caused by people who are repeat offenders.” [footnoteRef:23] [23:  http://www.drug-aware.com/alcohol-information.htm] 

b. Experiencing repeated legal problems on account of your drinking. For example, getting arrested for driving under the influence or for drunk and disorderly conduct. 
c. Influence: Will yours be destroyed?
d. Continuing to drink even though your alcohol use is causing problems in your relationships. Getting drunk with your buddies, for example, even though you know your wife will be very upset, or fighting with your family because they dislike how you act when you drink. 
e. Financial Problems: Spending money on alcohol that is needed for bills or other household essentials.

B. “In the United States, roughly 50,000 cases of alcohol poisoning are reported each year, and approximately once every week, someone dies from this preventable condition.”[footnoteRef:24] [24:  http://www.alcohol-information.com/Alcohol_Statistics.html] 


C. “Alcoholism and alcohol abuse are the third leading cause of the preventable deaths in the United States.”[footnoteRef:25] [25:  http://www.alcohol-information.com/Alcohol_Statistics.html] 


D. “65 people each day die on our highways due to alcohol.”[footnoteRef:26] [26:  http://www.alcohol-information.com/Alcohol_Statistics.html] 


E. The effects upon the family: “Individuals in stable marriages have the lowest incidence of lifetime prevalence of alcoholism ( 8.9%) as opposed to co-habiting adults who have never been married (29.2%).”[footnoteRef:27] In other words, families are much more likely to remain together if alcohol is not used. [27:  http://www.alcohol-information.com/Alcohol_Statistics.html] 


F. Even without the admonitions in the Bible not to drink, knowing these facts, would a mature, morally responsible adult who has balanced thinking even dabble in this stuff?

V. Is alcohol consumption something those who are spiritually minded are tempted to do?
A. Question: Why alcohol at all when there are a hundred other non-alcoholic drinks one could drink if thirsty? Could alcohol be something you do merely to fit in with the world in order to socialize (cf. 1 Pet. 4:3-4).
B. Woe to those who rise early in the morning, That they may follow intoxicating drink; Who continue until night, till wine inflames them! The harp and the strings, The tambourine and flute, And wine are in their feasts; But they do not regard the work of the LORD, Nor consider the operation of His hands. (Isaiah 5:11-12 NKJV)


Conclusion:
1. Maybe after considering these things you still disagree with me. I would ask you what would be inside of someone that would inspire them to argue to be allowed consume alcohol? To what benefit would one argue?
2. Considering the mountain of scriptural evidence we have, statistical information and simple logic, it is hard to understand why anyone in their right mind (Christian or not) would ever choose alcohol when such a wide variety of other drinks are available.
3. Through every bit of research I have done, I believe I can safely proclaim that consumption of alcohol as a casual beverage is a sin.
4. It matters not what I believe. What matters is what the Bible says. That is our sole guide in all things.

Invitation:
1. I am aware that this lesson may not have been one that would necessarily move one to obey the gospel.
2. Whether it is alcohol you are struggling with or some other sin, we want you to know you are among people who love you and want you to go to Heaven.
3. If you would cast aside all sin and obey the Father through faith at this time, He is willing to accept you as you are.
4. If you believe and are willing to C-R-B-LR from this day forward then we beg you to submit to the Lord today.
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