“The Virtue of 
Christian Hospitality”
(Rom. 10:13)

Scripture Reading: Lk. 14:12-14

Accompanying Song: “”

Subject: Hospitality 

Proposition: The Christian should both be hospitable and willing to graciously accept hospitality.

Objective: To teach the meaning, encourage the practice and acceptance of hospitable behaviors.

Location: 
C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Hospitality\TheVirtueofChristianHospitality.docx

Introduction:
1. Rom. 12:10-13 quality characteristics of the Christian. Note: “…given to hospitality.”

2. Hospitality – do we know the true meaning of?
a. Means “love of strangers” 
b. Application is scriptures = much more broad than this

3. Hospitality in ancient world considered a chief virtue

4. In our lesson, I will discuss two main thoughts:
a.  The scriptural teaching of hospitality…
b. The importance of receiving the hospitality of others with thankfulness.

Body: 
I. Christians  Are Taught to Show Hospitality
A. (Lev. 19:34) The Jews were admonished early on to be hospitable to strangers because their ancestors themselves were strangers in a foreign land.
B. Abraham – a great example (Gen. 18:1-8 - read)
1.  Sitting in the heat of the day – trying to keep cool
a. Might be tempting to use as an excuse, “I am not getting up to greet these men, it’s too hot.”
b. We can make  a lot of excuses about why we can’t  be hospitable.
a. Dana Burke told story once of being invited to a young couple’s home for dinner…
b. Preacher in town and wanted her and her husband to join them
c. They lived in a very small 2 BR apt. 
d. Couple did not have much money
e. They were a couple in a home that was cluttered because it simply was too small for the size of their family.
f. When it was about time to serve the meal, since the woman only had a table that would seat three, she had fed her boys in advance.
g. She asked Dana if it would be o.k. if she and Dana sat on the couch in the living room to eat so they could give the table to the men to eat.
h. Dana recalls in her story not the food or the surroundings but what stood out most in her memory is the friendship they all shared eating the meal together
i. We can get the idea that in order to be hospitable we need to have a fancy home, lots of money or providing an extravagant meal
ii. What matters is not the China or “Chinette” (china or paper plates) we eat on, it is not the cost or the effort put into making the meal or even the perfect cleanliness of your home…
iii. What matters is the gesture of hospitality that we offer to others.
2.  Abraham was hospitable, even though he did not know he was befriending the messengers of the Lord (cf. Heb. 13:2)
a. Likewise, we might be tempted to show hospitality to people of prominence
b. Might even invite the preacher or visiting preacher over for meals – hospitable as well 
c. But what about your fellow Christians? Need not only invite those who stand out but invite everyone!
3. We have mentioned that no great feat need be made to invite people into our homes…
a. Abraham  - no small effort 
a. Bread prepared
b. Cow slaughtered, cooked
c. As men ate, Abraham stood by at the ready to meet whatever needs they had
b. Regardless of what you have to offer, do you go above and beyond, as Abraham did, to make guests not only feel welcome, but as honored guests in your home?
C. Lot – an outstanding example of hospitality as well (Gen. 19:1-3 - read)
1.  Lot wanted not only to be hospitable, but even placed himself and his family’s safety at risk to protect complete total strangers
2.  We ought to be concerned for the welfare of our neighbors (Job. 31:15-22 - read)
a. Job was a rich man in the beginning, now he reflects upon life…
b. We show others (strangers) hospitality, in part, because we both have the same maker
c. Hospitable to: the poor, widow, orphan
d. Shameful to eat, keep what one has unto himself
e. Job wanted to be certain that he had done all that was right,,,that he had shared the wool from his sheep, helped the fatherless, the stranger

D. Jesus taught hospitality, caring  for the needs of others (Mat. 10:40-42)
1.  In fact, Jesus says that, in part, we will be judged based upon our willingness to  show hospitality to those less fortunate than we (cf. Mat. 25:24-45)
a. We are to be concerned about the hungry, thirsty, stangers, unclothed,  sick, prisioners (need not be in our own home)…
b. When we have served these people, we have served the Lord Jesus Himself!
c. Jesus wants us to show hospitality to others less fortunate than we as a sign that we are his disciples
d. More likely to think of benevolence in terms of inviting friends, honored guests or peole we know into our home - not often do we associate hospitality with benevolence!
e. Not easy to get ourselves to  do (requires leaving our comfort zone)
i. When those we show hospitality to are prisoners (uncomfortable, eerie feeling being in prison)
ii. When someone a different race
iii. Complete stranger (do we greet others with suspiscions or judge them based upon appearances or our past experiences with others who remind us of them in some way)?
2.  Most of us have had people come to church, or our homes requesting a handout.
a. Some turned away
b. Others we help
c. Difficult to know the right thing to do
a. Some help and then are concerned wondering if we did the right thing
b. Must use the best judgment we can
c. Will the Lord will still bless us for our right attitude even though the person asking for help was a scammer (dishonest)
i. In all my years, I have never seen one person write the church or thank them after receiving help
ii. Though they have witnessed the Lord’s people open their hearts and pocketbooks, I have yet to see one converted because they saw us giving financial assistance, became interested in the truth, and gave their life in service to the Lord.
d. Even if the hospitality you have offered seems unappreciated, we must continue to be “given to hospitality.”
a. The good Samaritan of Lk. 10:25-37 may have never received a word of thanks from the man he found robbed and left on the road for dead, but he still did the right thing…was still praised  by the Lord for what he did.
b. After telling this story, we need to do the same thing Jesus admonished that lawyer to do…”Go and do likewise.”

E. The holy spirit encourages us 
1. (Rom. 12:13)
2.  (1 Pet. 4:9) 
3.  Close connection between hospitality and helping saints with their needs.
a. Barnabas shared what he had with those less fortunate (Ac. 4:32-37)
b. We are to bear one another’s burdens and thus fulfill the law of Christ (Gal. 6:1-2)
a. Includes being caring for our brethren whether they have family problems, emotional, infirmities, financial difficulties, etc. 
b. Should never be said about us that we failed to meet a legitimate need if we have the ability to do so

F. We are to show hospitality to strangers, but especially to our fellow saints.
1. Just as one must be willing to extend hospitality…
2. We must  also consider this necessitates that …

II. Hospitality Should Be Received With Thankfulness
A. Some unwilling to receive hospitality…
1. Some not willing to allow others to do things for them
2. Others feel that if someone does something for them, then they are obligated to do something similar back in like manner.
3.  Some invite folks to a gathering and some of those who were invited  failed to come.
4. When hospitality is refused, we miss an opportunity to strengthen relationships
5. (Gal. 5:22) Ought to allow opportunities for this fruit of the Spirit to be manifested! Should  both give and receive hospitality with grace.

B. Another extreme: Those ready & willing to receive hospitality and yet never offer so much a sa word of thanks or appreciation for what has been done for them
1.  Jesus taught His disciples to be thankful for what was set before them (Lk. 10:5-7)
2. We should be humble and be sure to show gratitude to those who show hospitality toward us.

Conclusion:
1.  Simple question each of us would do well to ask ourselves…
a. Do I extend to others as often as I should and in the way I should?
b. Do I graciously accept hospitality and accept what has been offered to me. When I do, do I show 
     thankfulness as I should?

2.  No matter where are in this issue, let us all resolve to be both better at extending hospitality and gracious recipients when others invite us. 
3. Let us not forget that hospitality involves more than merely getting together with friends, but the stranger and less fortunate as well.  Grandmas house had a plaque on the wall that said, “There are no strangers, only friends we haven’t met.” Let us all develop such an attitude within us!
Michel D. Mahler		Page 1 of 2

