The4BaptismsActsLssn2
“The Four Baptisms 
in the Scriptures”

Scripture Reading: Eph. 4:1-6

Accompanying Song: #x “”

Subject: Baptism

Objective: To determine the “one baptism” of Eph. 4:5 that continues until this day0
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Introduction:
1. Eph. 4:5 (read a moment ago in our scripture reading) 
a. One: specific Number; Equality among all (numerically) for us today
b. One body: which is the body of believers, the church (Col. 1:24)
c. One Spirit: which inspired the writers to record the word of God; eliminates conflicting thoughts; why singularity of theme and harmony of message throughout all scripture; keeps us unified
d. One hope: which is mentioned by the next “one”
e. One Lord: just as Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (Jn. 14:6); singular phrases Jesus used to describe Himself; no other can offer eternal life as He does; no other given all authority as He has (Mat. 28:18)
f. One faith: no alternate systems of belief, no other doctrines other than those taught in the scriptures offer the righteousness of God, His plan for you, and teach the way of salvation (excludes any personal interpretations of spins I might choose to impose upon Christianity/scriptures)
g. One Baptism: How one becomes a member of the one body (Ac. 2:47); God’s desire for us to be baptized was revealed through the one Spirit when the apostles were baptized with the Holy Spirit and relayed God’s message, on that day of Pentecost in Acts 2:38, “"Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
i. This gift = gift of salvation
ii. Gift spoken of in Heb. 6:4-6 warning those against falling away, so as to lose that gift
h. One God and Father: No other god is real; no other has proven Himself to be as Yahweh God has to us
i. Note the unity expressed in the word “one” concerning all mentioned
j. Baptism important (1 Pet. 3:21) “saves us”

2. (“Which One” ANNIMATION) What is the “one baptism” mentioned by Paul? 
a. Which baptism is the one that remains for us today?
b. Which one saves us?

3. (Title Slide) There are several (4) baptisms mentioned in scriptures; In Eph. 4 Paul states that only one baptism valid for the Christian today
a. Baptism of John?
b. Baptism of the Holy Spirit?
c. Baptism of fire?
d. Baptism in water?
e. Cannot be any two of these for Paul said that there is “one”
i. Would be inconsistent for us to, on one hand, claim that Holy Spirit baptism still continues today…
ii. …and still practice the baptism of water as is commanded and shown to have such great importance in so many scriptures…

4. If only one baptism is in force today, which is it? Which one saves? Our lesson will seek to answer.

Body: (Heading: Which baptism is in force today?)
I. Is it the baptism of John?
A. The setting: 
1. Before the cross – consequently under the old law that was fulfilled by Christ
2. It was before the church, that was not established until the coronation of Christ as king.

B. The administrator:  John the baptizer (Mk. 1:4-5); He cannot be the administrator today since he was executed by Herod (Mat. 14:11-8)

C. The Element: Water (Mat. 3:11)

D. The Action: Full Submersion
1. KJV produced under the supervision of the Episcopalian church, who translated Mt. 3:11 and parallel passages, “"I indeed baptize you with water…” 
2. Episcopalian church practices sprinkling, thus chose to render this way
3. Today, many modern translations recognize this and more accurately render the phrase, "I indeed baptize you in water…”
4. (Jn. 3:23) When John baptized, it required “much water”; Naturally so, because baptism is immersion
5. Gk. “bapti-“ lit. means to “dip, immersion, dipping in water”

E. The Recipients: (Mat. 3:6-8)
1. John baptized in the Jordan River
2. He did not baptize just any person. John only baptized… 
a. )…those who repented 
b. (Ac. 19:4)…those who believed in Jesus 

F. The Accomplishment: (Mk. 1:4) 
1. Repentance unto the remission of sins
2. (Ac. 19:4) Possible because it looked forward to Jesus

G. Why John’s baptism is not the “one baptism” today:
1. It was not the baptism commanded and practiced by the apostles on the day of Pentecost (Ac. 2:38)
a. Previously mistakenly mentioned that there were 2 detailed descriptions – this is third I failed to consider in last week’s lesson; does not change the thrust of message
i. Signs follow those who are baptized w/Spirit…
ii. “the Holy Spirit came upon them” (tongues came upon Pentecostals and the household of Cornelius to confirm Peter’s message)
iii. Now the Holy Spirit baptized these disciples to prove that there was such a person as the Holy Spirit, since they had never even heard of such
iv. Also mentioned that when this happened, other specific events happened: speaking in tongues and they prophesied. (How would one know the Spirit fell upon them if no sound of a rushing wind, tongues of fire sitting upon them? How would one verity true from fakery?)
b. It happened at various times, yet is not recorded in much detail in the majority of accounts.

2. Regardless, John’s baptism was not considered sufficient by Paul (Ac. 19:1-5)
a. Note these were disciples (i.e. believers); did not need miracle to convict/convince of mssg. of Christ…
b. Needed proof of the existence of the Holy Spirit

3. John’s baptism considered insufficient by John himself! (Jn. 1:28-29)
a. Yet it would be Jesus, “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
b. Ananias did not practice John’s baptism: Later, Ananias would tell Paul that the Baptism of Christ could accomplish this (Ac. 22:16)
c. (Jn. 1:15) John’s ministry: to bear witness of Christ 

4. John’s baptism valid only because it pointed forward to Christ; No longer valid after Christ replaced it (Mat. 28:19, 20)
a. Christ’s baptism different: name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (John did not do this)
b. Accompanied by teaching compliance to the commandments of Christ, all of which had not yet been issued during John’s ministry

II. Is it the baptism of the Holy Spirit?
A. Remember, baptism is commanded (Mat. 28:19-20 - repeat verse)
1. (Jn. 15:26) Baptism of Holy Spirit never commanded, rather a promise that Christ would send from the Father; Jesus the administrator
a. Man can do nothing to cause the baptism of the Holy Spirit; Apostles could not (Ac. 1:4-5)
b. If Holy Spirit Baptism is the one baptism saves, then there is nothing man can do to be saved – God must do everything
c. If God must do everything, then if I am not saved, it is God’s fault, not mine
d. Seems unfair 
e. Makes God to be a liar as He has said He desires all men to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4) and then does not send His Spirit to save all men
f. Such thinking inconsistent; cannot be answer to our question, “Which baptism is the one baptism that saves us today?”
2. Thus cannot be the baptism of the Holy Spirit, for that makes God entirely responsible from start to finish for man’s salvation!

B. If it is the baptism of the Holy Spirit, none have been saved in recent times!
1. In our lesson on the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, we noted several distinct characteristics that one would expect to witness when the baptism of the Holy Spirit occurs
a. Sound of a mighty wind filling the area
b. Cloven tongues as of fire upon those baptized with the spirit
c. Confirmed message through miraculous manifestations 
i. Speaking in tongues – a foreign language formerly  unknown to the one receiving Holy Spirit Baptism
ii. Not Glossolalia [glos-uh-ley-lee-uh], the uttering of unintelligible sounds)
a.) Studies done around world and found that overwhelming majority of people claiming to speak in tongues speak in tongues in the syllables of languages they already know (in other words, English speaking people speak jumbled English syllables, Chinese, Chinese, and Spanish, Spanish syllables, etc.
b.) Glossolalia is defined as, “incomprehensible speech in an imaginary language, sometimes occurring in a trance state, an episode of religious ecstasy, or schizophrenia.”
iii. Point: Holy Spirit baptism is an outward, tangible manifestation, difficult to fake

C. Subjects of the Holy Spirit Baptism
1. Only recorded 3 times in the record of scripture
2. Pentecostals (Ac. 2) to announce the gospel to the Jews at Pentecost in Jerusalem
3. Cornelius’ household (Ac. 10), to demonstrate that the gospel was available to the gentiles
4. Corinthians (Ac. 19) to prove there is a Holy Spirit to disciples who had never heard of such

D. Purpose of the Holy Spirit
1. Confirmation of the message (Heb. 2:3-4)
2. (Jn. 16:13-16) 
a. Guide apostles into all truth
b. Relay the divine message 
c. Foretell future
d. Glorify Christ
3. (Jn. 14:26) Bring all things Christ had previously taught to their remembrance
4. Note: all of these promised to the apostles

E. Miracles caused by the baptism of the Holy Spirit necessary only during early confirmation period during the infancy of the church


III. Is it the baptism by fire?
A. (Mat. 3:11-12) 
1. John speaking to a mixed audience…some would be baptized w/Spirit, others with “fire”
2. “…baptize you with…fire.” 
a. Clearly not a synonym for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, as some assume
i. Element: Fire
ii. Subjects: the wicked
iii. Fire not a blessing, but a symbol of consuming destruction for the disobedient (cf. 2 Thess. 1:7-8)
b. Rather, “…baptize you with…fire” is a  Baptism of judgment 
B. If baptism of fire saves…
1. …then the apostles were not saved, for they were baptized with the baptism of the Holy Spirit, not fire.
2. …the Pentecostals of Acts 2 were not saved, for they were never baptized w/fire 
a. Yet Ac. 2:47-48 says the people on the day of Pentecost were baptized and then were saved 
b. They did not receive the gift of the Holy Spirit until after they were baptized 
3. …the household of Cornelius was not saved because they did not receive baptism by fire, but rather they received water Baptism (Ac. 2:47)
4. …then Apollos was mistaken since He commanded water baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus (Ac. 19:5)
5. …and Peter was mistaken, since he said that the baptism of water saves us (1 Pet. 3:20-21)

C. Thus, baptism by fire cannot save

D. Leaves us with one option…

IV. Is it baptism (immersion) in water?
A. This is the baptism of the great commission (Mk. 16:15-16)
1. This is a command that not only they were to obey but were to teach others to observe what Jesus had commanded as well.

B. Peter said it saves us (1 Pet. 3:20-21)

C. If baptism in water is not necessary…	
1. …you can get to Heaven without remission of sins, for in Ac. 2:38 Peter said, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…”
2. …you can be saved without putting on Christ, since Paul was inspired to write, “…as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
3. …you can get to Heaven without a good conscience before God, since Peter said that was a result of baptism (1 Pet. 3:21)
4. …you can get to Heaven without being saved, since Peter also wrote in those verses that is what baptism does.
5. …you can be saved without following Christ in the example of His death, since that is what Paul described baptism as symbolic of being in Romans 6:3-5 and Col. 2:12.
6. …you can be saved without being part of the church, the body of Christ, since 1 Cor. 12:13 tells us baptism adds us to the body.
7. …you can be saved without the death \ of Christ, since Romans 6:3 tells us that baptism is where we meet the death and blood of Christ.

D. Every conversion in the entire book of Acts, the book of conversions, records that those who were saved became subject to water baptism.

Conclusion:
1. Clearly, the baptism John does not save us…
2. Baptism of the Holy Spirit does not save us…
3.  Baptism by fire does not save us, but rather is a baptism of judgment…

Invitation:
1. Water Baptism, in an act of obedient faith toward the command of Christ is what the Lord requires
2. Not for me to question why He commanded it…
3. Not for me to worry about why someone who has passed from this life without having done so will be lost without it…
4. It is simply for me to accept and obey.
5. If there is one here today that is subject to that invitation and is willing to confess Jesus as Lord, repent of their sins and live life from here forward in service to Him, please let us know as we stand together and sing.
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