StoryTellers
		“Story Tellers”

Scripture Reading: 

Accompanying Song: #x “Tell Me the Story of Jesus”

Objective: To encourage other people to tell others the story of Jesus that they know.

Location: x

Introduction:
1. Words are powerful
a. Words are used by politicians to convince their voters to elect them…
b. Words crafted into carefully designed slogans and phrases help people to remember their product, gaining name recognition and increasing sales. How many of us have never heard phrases like (see if you can guess who used these phrases):
i. “The best part of waking up is (Foldgers) in your cup.”
ii. “Finger lickin’ good.” – Kentucky Fried Chicken
iii. “Reach out and touch someone.” – AT & T
iv. “Don’t leave home without it.” – American Express
v. “Where’s the Beef?” – Wendy’s
vi. “Plop, plop; fizz. Fizz, oh what a relief it is.” – Alka Seltzer
vii. “The quicker picker-upper.” – Bounty
viii. “Let your fingers do the walking.” – Yellow Pages
c. In fact, the Bible describes the word of God as a sword (Eph. 6:17)
i. Words are, in a sense, more powerful than guns, tanks, even nuclear bombs…
ii. Weapons of man  can destroy the body but words can lead a person astray and destroy the soul. This is why Jesus said (Mat. 10:28)
d. Has been rightly said, “The pen is mightier than the sword.”
e. Illust:
i. Other people might have cried, yelled, or gone home defeated. Ellen Phillips wrote a letter. Her husband was out of town, she was out of cash, and a grocer in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, that day in 1964 wouldn't let her write a check for diapers and food. So Phillips carted her infant daughter back to their house two blocks away, scribbled out her plea, and returned to hand it to the manager.

The check was approved—and a career began.

Ellen's Poison Pen, Inc. now helps hundreds of others voice their wrath through ghostwritten letters of complaint. Her advice? Write to the top official of the company in question and grab his or her attention in the first sentence (for instance, "I am shocked and appalled…"). Then, explain the bad experience and back it up, using polite language, with receipts and documentation. Then, keep at it.

Phillips sees herself as "a consumer crusader with no tolerance for poor quality." She says, "I figured somebody somewhere has to be accountable for things." She has learned that words have power—when used wisely, thoughtfully, and calmly. 
f.  (Jas. 3:5-6)

2. Jesus Himself told stories…sometimes real, sometimes in the story of parables.
3. In fact, the words of the Bible themselves are God’s plan for saving man and are largely a complilation of stories.
4. If we are going to become adept at expressing the gospel and the Love of God to our friends and neighbors.
5. We must become adept “Story Tellers” (opening slide) as in the sharing of facts in meaningful ways
6. “I can’t tell stories”
a. Not a new skill to develop for most of us…
b. We tell stories about our families
c. We tell stories about being in the military
d. We tell stories about our friends and work, pranks, sad, etc. 
7. We even sing about it: “Tell Me the Story of Jesus”
8. Let’s talk about 
a. Story tellers we ought to be cautious of…
b. And the importance of becoming story tellers ourselves.

Body: 
I. We are warned about some “story tellers”…
A. Not all “story tellers” are good because they do not tell the true story. Some do a great deal of harm. 

B. Propaganda: When news corporations become powerful enough they control the minds of the people.
1. Rather than merely reporting a story, they report news in such a way so as to create bias to rally support for an agenda.
2. Hitler used the german press to gain support against the Jews. Eventually the people say the Jewishh people as the cause of every problem in Germany. This permitted public opinion to allow the mistreatment and extermination of the entire race.
3. Today the truth has been made known about the war and people can see the evils propaganda can breed.

C. Words were what Pharisees and Sadducees used to keep the people from serving God with the proper attitude.
1. The Pharisees saw themselves as righteous and looked down upon others (Lk. 18:9)
2. The Pharisees were condemned for making a public spectacle of their charitable deeds (Mat. 6:2)
3. The Pharisees made a show of their prayers in order to receive recognition by men (Mat. 6:5)
4. The Pharisees taught the law of Moses appropriately, but they lacked proper motivation (Mat. 23:3-7) They often asked others to do what they, themselves were unwilling to do.
5. They were story tellers, but in a bad way…their story was, “We are righteous. Be like us.” But the story they told was a false story.

D. It was the words (lies) of the Jewish leadership that put Jesus to death.
1. (Mat. 26:58-61) They found witnesses to tell a false story. Note that these charges were half-truths and thus did not relay the entire story. Jesus was not asked to explain the meaning of His statement.
2. (Mat. 27:12) While before Pilate, the chief priests and elders accused Him of many other things. Since Jesus was sinless, all charges were unfounded and untrue.

E. It was the false teaching of false teachers that wreaked havoc on the first century church
1. Speaking of false teachers, Paul wrote (2 Tim. 3:1-6; 4:3)
2. (Eph. 5:11; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14) We are exhorted to expose the false teachings of false teachers.
F. These are not the type of story tellers we are called to be…people who tell tall stories.
G. Contrasted to these false teachers, the Lord’s people are to be story tellers of truth, to combat the false stories that permeate our culture. We need to relay the stories that tell the truth!

II. The Lord’s people should tellers of God’s story.
A. Testimonials are powerful stories.
1. Advertisers sell products on testimonials – people tell what they personally know and have experienced about a particular product or service.
a. After a guy named “Vince” tells you all about the Slap-Chop or the Sham-Wow they show you people who use it with ease and are delighted to own one.
b. Billy Mays became a millionaire selling products like Mighty Putty, Mend It, Oxy Clean and the Hercules Hook and getting testimonials from people amazed by the performance of these products.
2. Endorsements are a sort of testimonial
a. We all know Michael Jordan and Charlie Sheen wear Hanes briefs
b. Nike and Wheaties seek the endorsement of popular sports figures.
c. Rush Limbaugh encourages his listeners to get a Sleep Number bed

B. As Christians, do we offer endorsement or a testimonial about what the Bible says and why it is relevant today? 
1. Do we appear to be as supportive and enthusiastic about our faith and has done for our lives and even for the lives of others? 
2. If not, maybe it’s no wonder why people don’t seem excited about becoming Christians.

C. Testimonies of the gospel are biblical.
1. In Matthew 26, Peter became weak and did not testify of his belief in Christ before others. 
a. He obviously understood the importance of it, because He swore he would always testify of Jesus (Mt. 26:35).
b. Yet we know that Peter denied the Lord three times before the rooster crowed the following morning (Mat. 26:69-75), fearing to testify even a servant girl who recognized him as a follower of Christ. Peter knew refusing to testify was dead wrong which is why he wept bitterly after realizing his betrayal.
c. Peter did not remain timid. From that day began a resolve to testify before others about the Lord. We still have parts of his testimony today in the record of 1 & 2 Peter where we find him a brave disciple for Christ, even an elder in the church.

2. (Ac. 26:2-23) read Paul used his trial before king Agrippa for dual purposes. On one hand, he defended himself. On the other he testified before king Agrippa about what had happened to him personally and the transformation that took place in his life after becoming a follower of Christ.

III. The Lord’s people should tellers of other people’s stories.
A. The people of the world are sick with sin (Rom. 3:20).

B. (Psa. 34:3-22) read
1.  Keep in mind that Psalms were sung in worship of God in the assembly. 
2. They were designed to tell of one’s personal struggles and, though times might be difficult, God always delivers, in one sense or another in the end.
3. Through Psalms like this we understand what the peace that passes all understanding is all about.

C. The Bible pleads with others about the radical change a Christian undergoes once they become a child of God. This is the story of not only ourselves, but of others.
1. The story of others is written even before it happens (Eph. 4:21-24)
2. These verses are the story of others past and countless others to come who would put on Christ.

Conclusion:
1. Christianity changes lives in more ways than we could possibly imagine. It involves a transformation.

2. You have an important story to tell others. 

3. Some fear sharing the gospel because they fear they have nothing to say…tell them the stories that you know. You would be surprised that the majority of people probably have less Bible knowledge than you do.

4. Suggestion: Resolve in your mind that you will talk to just three people you know who have never obeyed the gospel and had their lives changed. 

5.  What is your story? How have you shared the gospel with others and how have their lives been changed?

Invitation:
1.  If you have never obeyed the gospel, your story can change today.

2. (Rev. 14:3) You will be numbered among those who will sing a new song…
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