

ServingGodWithanEternalPerspective
“Serving God With an Eternal Perspective”
(Rom. 7; 1 Jn. 3)

Scripture Reading: 1 Jn. 3:1-6
Accompanying Song: #x “How Great Thou Art”
Subject: Grace; Serving God Because We Love Him
Objective: To help the listener to understand the error of salvation through law-keeping and to see that the Christian serves God out of love, rather than what they expect to receive from serving Him.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Meetings\LifeFromanEternalPerspective\ServingGodWithanEternalPerspective.docx

Introduction:
1. (Series Slide) We have been talking about looking at things in this life from an eternal perspective – remembering that our time on earth, from the comparison to eternity, is relatively just a moment in time.
1. Why do you serve God (Title Slide)?
1. Many people serve God for various reasons:
2. Because it is expected of us (by ourselves or others)
2. To be saved from the perils of Hell – frightening subject – ought to motivate us
2. Because the Bible says so – God commanded it
2. Because it is what good people do
2. Other possibilities
1. Though all of these may be true in their varying degrees and right in one sense, I want to ask you why we should serve God?
3. We can know that we are saved 
0. (Hebrews 3:14) Hold fast – stay the course and assurance is yours
0. Simply examine yourself and get right (2 Cor. 13:5)
3. (1 Jn. 3:21)
1. If you learn what to do and do it, are you not saved?
1. If you maintain that, repenting when you stumble, why would you not have assurance of salvation?
1. Some view Christianity as nothing more than an updated law of Moses
4. If we check off all of the things on our list… (Chart)
4. Then God will give (even owes) me salvation!
4. Was never true under the law of Moses and it is not true today!
1. The “problematic” text
5. Since the Bible tells me that I can know that I am saved, I consider myself saved. 
0. I have kept the commandments of God
0. I have done all I need to do (to the best of my ability, repenting when I fall short)
0. One problem: I do stumble sometimes. I still sin. Then I read (1 Jn. 3:6-9)!
2.  “…whoever abides in Him DOES NOT sin…”
2. If you do sin, you are of the Devil!
2. But at times, I do sin! 
2. Does that mean I do not abide in Christ? 
2. Is there something wrong with me? 
2. What can I do?
5. Our answer will come in a moment, but first a few
Body: 
1. Man Cannot be Saved by Law-Keeping
0. Possibly the most hotly debated subject of the first century: “Can man still be justified by keeping the law of Moses?”
0. Big bone of contention between Jesus and the Pharisees
0. Not so much that they were guilty of forsaking the law
0. They did allow their traditions to sometimes take precedent over the law (Mat. 23:23; Mk. 7:9-13)
0. But overall, the problem was not that they were not keeping the law
0. Isa. 29:13 applied to people in Christ’s day (Mk. 7:6)
0. Jewish brethren tried to bind circumcision (keeping part of the law of Moses) on the Gentiles (Ac. 15); determined that they did not need to be circumcised
0. Man cannot be saved by law keeping
1.  (Gal. 5:1-4)
0. Though the law of Moses was the hotly debated subject of Paul’s day, I believe this concept has an even broader application. Note:
0. Do not become entangled with a yoke of bondage (v.1) – any yoke of bondage
0. You who attempt to be justified by law (not just the law of Moses, but merely “law” – any formal system of law keeping) Paul says to do so causes us to “fall from grace” (v. 4)
0. Not to say that we need not obey God…but keeping the commands of God do not save us by themselves!
1. Illust.: It is possible to:
1. Sing songs, hymns and spiritual songs, and not have worshipped
1. Bow our head, even recite a prayer, never having spoken to God
1. Take the Lord’s Supper, never discerning His death, partaking of it in an unworthy manner
1. Preach a lesson from the Bible while all along leading souls away from the Lord, rather than closer to Him!
1. How is this possible? Same as the Pharisees – they kept the law (did it all to the Letter) but their heart was far from in it! (1 Jn. 3:18)

1. What the Salvation by Law-Keeping Mentality Does
1. Turns the Law of Christ into a modernized law like the law of Moses, minus the sacrifices, incense, priests, etc. We convince we are saved by keeping a law:
0. Because we have heard, believed, repented, confessed, been baptized and now we have a one-way ticket to heaven as long as we are good
0. Because we partake of the Lord’s supper, don’t have instrumental music, spend money as the first century church did, do not intermingle social activities with spiritual, and on and on the list of goes.
0. When we have this mentality that this is how one attains righteousness, we’ve done nothing but turn the law of Christ into a modernized law of Moses, much like the Pharisees did!
1. Leads one to believe that I have, at least in part, earned the salvation I have attained
1. Negates the very definition of grace: A gift 
0. Thayer describes the Greek  word charis, (khar'-ece): “a kindness of a master towards his inferiors or servants, and so esp. of God towards men…Moreover… charis contains the idea of kindness which bestows upon one which he has not deserved” – Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, pg. 665
0. (Eph. 2:8)
0. Gifts are not earned nor are they always deserved – certainly are not (Rom. 5:8)

1. The law-keeping mentality leads to an “I can do it myself” attitude
2. How do most people approach overcoming sin? We tell ourselves:
0. “If I just stop thinking bad thoughts, I won’t sin anymore.” 
0. “If I just try harder, I won’t sin anymore.”
0. “I will do better next time.” 
2. Rom. 7
1. Paul great, godly apostle. Though God used him, he struggled with sin just like you and me and everyone else!
0. At times, the struggle seemed hopeless (Rom. 7:13-24 Summarize)
0. What Paul knew he should do, he did not do that, but what he should not do (sin), that he did!
0. What a wretched, tortuous state within – why can’t we always get ourselves to just think, say, do what seems right
2. Like Paul, it is not merely a matter of not knowing what was right – he knew what is right!
2. In spite of his knowledge, his apostleship, being spoken to directly by God Himself through the Holy Spirit…Paul still sinned!
1. The function of the law 
3. Not to merely to show man what to do to be saved (though it does tell us things we MUST DO – Rom. 7:12)
3. The purpose of laws are to tell us when we are lost (Rom. 7:7-11)

1. The answer to overcoming sin: 
4. Trusting Christ to overcome it (Rom 7:25)
4. How? Note: Every time you have ever struggled with sin, what went wrong immediately before it?
1. (Mat. 5:28; 6:33) Looking not the main problem – the thoughts that follow
1. Every time we sin, directly before there was the wrong thought process that proceeded it!
1. Get focused on the right things - God/Christ (Phil. 4:8)

Conclusion:
A. So what  am I saying? I am talking about difference in motives between those who are saved and those who are merely going through the motions. Two paradigms of thought:
B. One man is obeying God because he HAS TO in order to be saved
0. What’s in it for me
0. Out of compulsion
0. Sometimes leads a begrudging attitude; don’t want to  (go to services, Bible study, give to help support the local work &/or needy, etc. but I will because I don’t 
0. Self-serving attitude when we ought to have a God-serving attitude
0. Heart may not fully be in it because it is a system of drudgery – law keeping
C. The second man serves God because He loves and respects Him SO MUCH! 
a. We do not obey God In Order To Be Saved, We Obey Him Because We Are Saved (1 Jn. 2:5)
b. Makes perfect sense of what James said (Jas. 2:17-26)
D. Conclusion: We serve God BECAUSE we are saved, not IN ORDER TO BE SAVED 
a. (1 Jn. 5:1-4) Jesus, our example
1. Came not to destroy the law, but “to fulfill the law” (Mat. 5:17)
2. When we love God, His commandments are not burdensome…
3. Illust. - like a child who wants to help their parents because they love and want to please them.
b. He who keeps His commandments does so why? Because He abides in Him!
c. Those who are saved keep His commandments. When we are not, we know that we are lost!
d. Note the attitude why He fulfilled the law (Mat. 26:39)
e. Jesus and the Father’s relationship (1 Jn. 5:8)
1. So close, so inseparable that one could not bear the thought of thinking differently or acting contrary to the other
2. We ought to have that same oneness of spirit within us
3. Illust. Think of a person you look up to – someone with great spiritual qualities
1. You would never want to do something to let that person down!
2. All of those qualities only fraction of God’s perfect qualities!
3. God omnipresent – knows our every thought, every deed (1 Jn. 3:20)
4. How much more should we love and respect God…ought to think so much of Him that we would never do anything to compromise or damage our relationship with Him!
4. In other words, if we love God as we should, and are thinking as we ought to, then it will become unthinkable, impossible NOT to keep the law (1 Jn. 3:24)!

Invitation:
1. Maybe, after hearing this lesson:
0. You realize that you are guilty of trying to be saved by keeping a law (checking off a list)
0. Maybe now you realize that you need to love God as much as He loves you and that love is what keeps us from sin!
1.  If you are willing to submit to the Lord, you can today!
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