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Introduction:
1. Thank you for coming; pleasure to be here again; thank the elders, deacons and members here for having me again.

2. As I prepared for this meeting I became keenly aware why gospel meetings of the past were once two, sometimes three weeks long…because there is so much I would like to say but so little time to say it all in, so I must be selective and somewhat brief.

3. As we begin our meeting I would like to set the tone for our week together…that there is absolutely NOTHING and I mean NOTHING that I will say here that is above questioning. If you would like clarification, more information, or simply disagree and would like to politely discuss anything which I have said (or some other issue that is on your mind for that matter) that is what we are here for…to be Christians…not after the pattern of any man but according to the pattern which God Himself has established.

4. The tone for our meeting could be fun and light. I acquired some books early in my preaching career from a well-intended but misguided source. They were books laden with “clean jokes” and humorous stories and were given to me with the intention that I might use some of them as illustrations in some of my lessons. 
a. Although I find nothing wrong with enjoying ourselves and, if you find something humorous I would expect you to laugh. After all, God created us with a sense of humor.
b. On the other hand, our series of lessons will not contain lots of jokes and humorous or inspirational stories. If any illustration is given at all they are for the very serious purpose I have come here and that is to move you to think about some VERY SERIOUS SPRITITUAL MATTERS. Matters that may determine your eternal fate and the fates of your husband, your wife, your children, your parents your neighbors and the rest of your families.

5. If you have ever thought of Christianity as a light matter, let me encourage you to rethink it again. It is VERY SERIOUS. In our lesson I hope to impress upon you the seriousness of the reason we gather here today!

6. Series I have prepared for our time together entitled “Life From an Eternal Perspective”
a. (Preview of Lessons to Come This Week – Theme: Life From an Eternal Perspective)
i. (This lesson) Prioritizing our lives with an Eternal Perspective (Title) A View From Eternity
ii. Faith With an Eternal Perspective
iii. Serving God From the Eternal Perspective
iv. Growing Spiritually with an Eternal Perspective
v. Viewing Our Marriages From an Eternal Perspective
vi. Homes With an Eternal Perspective
vii. Passing the Torch: An Eternal Perspective 
b. Each lesson will keep us focused understanding that the things we do on a daily basis must be done with the thought of keeping our eternal goal of Heaven in mind.
c. Designed to make us pause and think beyond today, or even tomorrow (should the Lord give us one) and to think about our eternal destiny: will that destiny be Heaven or Hell?
d. Jesus indicated that many people would be destroyed in Hell. If that is true, I want you to look to your left, then look to your right and odds are you have looked at someone who will not enjoy the glory of Heaven. Who knows…maybe you didn’t see ANYONE WHO WILL MAKE IT!
e. There is no guarantee of Heaven.
i. Not determined by who your daddy was (or momma) – no birthright
ii. Not determined by the name on the outside of a church-owned meeting house
iii. Not determined by merely getting into a tub of water, a creek or a pond
iv. Not determined by whether or not the preacher says you are going to Heaven (he is not the judge)
v. God demands strict obedience and that obedience to His word must come from the heart!
f. What if you learned none, or only a few people you knew ever made it to Heaven? Woudn’t that inspire you to live your life much more carefully…to try hardest you could? – Would me!
g. Makes what we believe, teach and do of the utmost importance!

7. Illust.
a. You – driving home in car
b. Thoughts wander – game you want to watch on TV and the meal you are about to eat
c. Suddenly, a sound unlike any you have ever heard fills the air from high above that sounds like a trumpet. You aren’t sure what could be causing this, but you want to know.
d. You pull over and get out of your car – you notice you aren’t the only one – other cars doing the same – car doors are open and people are looking at the sky
e. People all over are hearing the sounds and see the crowds running to look : people leave their shopping carts in the aisles, little league ball games stop mid-pitch, players and parents are looking into the sky as things unfold…things neither they nor anyone else in the world have never seen before!
f. As if the sky were a curtain, the clouds and the atmosphere part…
g. Then, as quickly as lightening flashes from the  east to the west, the Son of man returns in such a way so as every eye can see accompanied by radiant, unique beings…they must be angels who seem to be separating people of the  earth into two groups - the faithful from the unfaithful!
h. Screams and reports are heard far and wide of the dead raising from their graves. People cry and tremble unclear about what this means…others faint.
i. Forget stock markets. You won’t be going to work tomorrow. Kids, forget about the book report due at school tomorrow…no math test either. There are no more video games, American Idol or final-four basketball playoffs. There will be no more Super Bowls. Forget about the bills that came in the mail and forget about receiving your next paycheck at work. Nothing…absolutely nothing outside of these events matters anymore. The end of the world and the judgment of mankind has come…TODAY!
j. Cheers are heard from the few faithful while blood drains from the face of the unbeliever, dumbfounded that the Christ has returned. 
k. In fear and respect people see the awesome glory of the Lord and, through instinct drop to their knees, bow and confess that the Lord has returned!
l. Since now that day has arrived, what are your thoughts? 
m. What do you expect to hear when it is your turn to stand before the judgment seat of Christ?
n. What things are important to you now?

8. I am going to assume that your presence here indicates that you believe that the Bible is true. 
a. (2 Pet. 3:10) The Lord will come as a thief in the night.
b. If that is the case, then the events I have just described could transpire at ANY MOMENT!
c. Or…you could suddenly die via accident or illness. 
d. Keep this in mind: Whether here on earth or dead and in the grave, we are all awaiting the judgment to come at literally any moment! The only difference between ourselves and those already gone to the grave is that WE STILL HAVE TIME TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT!
e. (2 Pet. 3:9) The Lord is not bound by the limitations of time as we are. As we wait, the human mind becomes bored and we are easily distracted. That is why the apostle Peter reminds us in this verse that just because our Lord has not returned yet should not give us cause either to doubt or to forget. Peter says, rest assured, that day is rapidly coming!
9. Where will you take your place on the seat of eternity? What side will you find yourself on?
10. “Having a View From Eternity” is the ability to transport yourself, as best as you can,  into the mind of God…to see things not as man sees them, but  as He sees them. Doing this will help us to make godly judgments.

Body: 
I. The Importance of Viewing Things With an Eternal Perspective:
A. (Lk. 16:19-31) Two men, two very different views (Rich man & Lazarus)
1. Rich man:
a. Everything going well; no trouble immediate or apparent to him; life is good
b. Thinks he has everything he needs and more; “rich”, nice clothes and vs. 19 says he “fared sumptuously every day.”
i. (WNT) translates the phrase: "enjoyed a splendid banquet every day”
ii.  (BBE) translates the phrase: “was shining and glad every day.”
c. Bottom line: life was great!
2. Lazarus:
a. Physical ailments – sores, no strength or ability to walk; not even enough strength to shoo the dogs away from licking his sores.
b. Poor: nobody can care for him; left to beg for mere crumbs from a table; best his friends could do was to lay him at the gate of a rich man and hope that they had some mercy on Him!
3. The tables turned: Two men lived, two men died, the situation is exactly the opposite as it had been in their previous lives.
a. Lazarus was poor and the rich man was rich…now Lazarus is rich and the rich man is poor 
b. On earth, the rich man was clothed in a fine linen of purple and in the next life he was covered in a garment of fire.
c. On earth, Lazarus suffered pain and torment from his illnesses…now the rich man suffers 
d. In this life, Lazarus was the beggar…in the hereafter the rich man is the beggar.
e. On earth, Lazarus could not go anywhere on his own power…now the rich man is unable to go where he wishes on his own accord…he cannot pass the impassable gulf fixed between the two and cannot return to the physical realm to warn his brothers
f. The poor man had been surrounded by dogs licking his sores and in the hereafter he was attended by the angels.
g. In this life, the rich man fared sumptuously but in toment he couldn’t get a drop of water to cool his tongue.
h. On earth, the rich man had a carefree life…in torment he has nothing but worries.
i. On earth, the rich man cared for no one…now all he can think of are those he cares for.
4. How people may have viewed the rich man:
a. Successful
b. What a life!
c. He has it all!
d. Wish I could be like that!
5. And some, still to this day are trying to be like the rich man
6. On earth the rich man may have seemed to be someone to be admired, but in the end he was the most pitiable man of all because he was rich toward himself and not toward God.
7. The rich man wanted to return to warn his brothers so that they would not suffer the same fate he had suffered. 
8. Abraham explained it was not permissible. They have their warning. He told the rich man, “'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.'" (Luke 16:31 NKJV)
9. Though the rich man probably never knew it, he has warned millions of others through his cries recorded in the scriptures.
10. His voice still calls out to us from the pages of holy writ saying, “Do not make the mistake I made. Riches and pleasures on earth cannot save you! Turn to God…listen to the message of the Lord lest you end up like me!”
11. If one goes to Hell from today forward, it will be because they did not listen to the word of God! (The word that told the rich man, just as it warns us to have an eternal focus!)

B. Heaven/Paradise: What it is like – not going to spend a great deal of time on this subject because most get a good idea of what Heaven is like.
1. A place we want to go
2. Jesus called it His “Father’s House” (Jn. 14:2 Wherever God is has to be the best place, right?)
3. “Paradise” (Lk. 23:43; 2 Cor. 12:4; Rev. 2:7)
4. An “eternal kingdom” (2 Pet. 1:11)
5. A “Better Country” (Heb. 11:14, 16)
6. A place where the righteous “reign with Christ” (2 Tim. 2:12)
7. Where we will enjoy “rest” (Heb. 4:10, 11)
8. A place of “life everlasting” (Dan. 12:2; Mat. 25:46) where we can’t “die anymore” (Lk. 20:36)
9. A place where “an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away” is reserved for us (1 Pet. 1:4)
10. A place where we will enjoy “eternal glory” (1 Pet. 5:10)
11. A place where “God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away." (Rev. 21:4)

C. Hell/Torment
1. Just as the tables were turned on the rich man and Lazarus…for as beautiful and wonderful and beyond description as Heaven will be for those who will live there, contrarily Hell will be its equal and opposite place of eternal horror.
2. What it is like
a. Jesus likened it to a place known as the Valley of Hinnom, also known as Geenna or specificially a place within that valley known as Tophet:
i. Located on the south side of Jerusalem
ii. name literally means "fire-stove," indicating the exact location where the Israelties made they burned their children to Moloch in this valley during the days when they had turned from God and engaged in pagan practices (1 Kgs. 11:7; 2 Kgs. 16:3; Isa 30:33; Jer. 7:31; 32:35)
iii. Some suppose the name is derived from the Hebrew “toph” meaning “drum” because drums are supposed to have been used to drown the cries and screams of the victims sacrificed there.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ] 

iv. Later, when Israel attempted to turn back to God, good king Josiah had the pagan places destroyed and defiled (2 Kings 23:10) 
v. It became the garage dump (and more) for the city. Not only was their refuse carried there but also the bodies of the sinful and rebellious were not given an honorable burial. Instead, their bodies were cast outside the city into this dump where the garbage fires burnt continually.
vi. Their bodies were left to be devoured by the maggots and scavangers. 
vii. Jesus, in His teaching, referred to this place eleven times when warning about the horrors of Hell. This was the best earthly depiction He could offer to help those of us in the physical world understand what a horrifying place Hell would be!
b. Hell described by scripture:
i. A place of “weeping and gnashing of teeth" (Matthew 8:12)
ii. So painful that its inhabitants “gnawed their tongues because of the pain.” (Revelation 16:10)
iii. The rich man “cried” out and begged for mercy saying, “have mercy on me” (Lk. 16:24-25)
iv. A place filled with brimstone producing choking smoke (Rev. 14:11; 19:20)
v. A place without rest (Rev. 14:11)
vi. A place filled with “blackness of darkness forever” (Jude 1:13)
vii. A place where “their worm does not die, And their fire is not quenched” (Isa. 66:24). Its inhabitants never cease burning and maggots consume you eternally!
viii. A place of inescapable imprisonment (Am. 9:2; Lk. 16:26; 1 Pet. 3:19)
ix. With wretched people as companions (Mat. 13:41-42; Rev. 16:11; 22:10-11)
x. A place with plenty of room for you: “Hell and Destruction are never full…” (Proverbs 27:20 )
xi. You are there of your own doing: “…they were judged, each one according to his works...” (Revelation 20:13-14)
xii. Odds are, you or those you know may end up there (Lk. 13:24)! (This is why this is such an important issue to discuss!)
3. Who Goes There? A Few Surprises:
a. Bible replete with verses that describe those who go to hell. Summarized, they are those with unforgiven sins (See Chart). 
i. Includes those who have never obeyed the gospel
ii. Christians go there: (those with sins they have not repented of [i.e. “turned away and headed another direction”] from)
b. The suprises:
i. “…the cowardly…” (Rev. 21:8)
ii. Those Who Did Not Tell Others About Christ (Evangelism): We must be willing to confess others before men or Jesus will deny knowing us before His Father in Heaven (Mat. 10:32-33).
iii. “…all liars…” (Rev. 21:8)
iv. The strong and mighty (Isa. 32:21).
v. Those Who Feel a False Sense of Security
a.) (Isa. 28:15) Describes those who, in a proverbial sense, act as though they have made a covenant with death and no harm can come to them as a result. These are people who feel comforted by lies and falsehood.
b.) (Isa. 28:18) Describes the fate of those of Isa. 28:15 who place their faith in lies and falsehoods. Though they may make one feel safety and security now, in the end the proverbial covenant with death and Sheol will fail and destruction will come as a result!
vi. The Indifferent: (Mat. 23:37-39; Mat. 24:11-13; Rev. 3:1-3)
vii. Careless speakers (Jas. 3:6 “the tongue is a fire…it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell”; Mat. 5:22)
viii. The Religious (Man-Made)
i.) Jesus referred to the Pharisees as a “son of Hell” by our Lord for their admiration of man-made traditions over God’s laws. (Mat. 23:15).
ii.) Even those who performed great works in the name of Christ (Mat. 7:22-23)
4. It will be eternal!
a. (“aionios”,  ahee-o'-nee-os) which means “perpetual, eternal, forever, everlasting”
b. "And these will go away into everlasting punishment (Gk. “aionios” - MDM), but the righteous into eternal life (Gk. “aionios” - MDM)." (Matthew 25:46)
c. God is an “everlasting (Gk. “aionios” - MDM) God” (Rom. 16:26)
d. The Spirit is an “Eternal (Gk. “aionios” - MDM) Spirit” (Heb. 9:14)
e. Conclusion: Everlasting punishment will last as long as eternal life, the Eternal Father & the Eternal Spirit!

D. What to do to go to Hell? Absolutely nothing (1 Pet. 4:17; 2 Thess. 1:7-9)
E. Why the plethora of verses on Heaven & Hell?
1. The need to look at things with an eternal perspective!
2. Fear Hell (Lk. 12:5)! See the horrors of where you are headed if your life is not right w/God and the importance of prioritizing your life so that you take time in your daily walk to do all that is necessary to avoid eternity in Hell!

II. Living With an Eternal Perspective
A. When we don’t live with an eternal perspective, it develops the wrong outlook on life
1. The wrong things become important to us:
a. How much money we acquire
b. The material possessions we gain
c. The degrees we earn
d. Our social status
e. The name brand clothes we wear
f. How people view us (Do they like us?)
2. Worldly standards of success become our focus & primary goal (Lk. 6:26)

B. We are to be different from  the world:
1. How are you different from the world?
a. Are the things you talk about different from those in the world 
i. Is you speech different from the world (Eph. 5:4)?
a.) “Filthiness” Clean up your speech… our speech should contain the “giving of thanks.”
b.)  “Foolish talking”
i.) Clark says this language is “scurrility, buffoonery, ridicule, or what tends to expose another to contempt.[footnoteRef:2]” In other words, “that kind of talk which… senseless, stupid, foolish; which is not fitted to instruct, edify, profit--the idle chit-chat which is so common in the world.[footnoteRef:3]” The meaning is, that Christians should aim to have their conversation sensible, serious, sincere remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, "that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment," (Mat. 12:36). [2:  ]  [3:  ] 

c.) Tell others about the gospel (Ac. 8:4) Note: even w/lives on the line (This statement is made immediately after the stoning of Stephen!)
d.) Do you teach others the truth (Col. 4:6)?
i.) Once heard a storey about a man who was walking by a lake and came upon a little girl who was drowning. 
· He couldn’t swim.
· Instead of trying to help her, or at least running to get some help, he froze and did absolutely nothing and watched that little girl scream for help and drown!
· You can understand when the parents learned of this how they asked the question in their mind…why? Why didn’t he at least do something? If he had done SOMETHING, MAYBE their little baby girl would still be alive.
· Doing nothing at all condemned her to death.
ii.) How cold must a heart be to see a world filled with people you know the majority are doomed to Hell and yet you pass them by and idly do nothing.
· They have no idea of the danger that they are in…they are about to drown in a lake of fire!
· And many of us stand idly by and do little , if anything to help!
· People don’t know what to say…prepare some words!
· People say, “I don’t know enough!” 
· You don’t need to know much. If you are a Christian all you need to be able to tell them in the beginning is why you obeyed the gospel!
· What you don’t know, you can simply say, “That is a good question. I’ll see if I can find where that answer is in the Bible.” Then go find it or get help finding it and get back with them!
e.) Christians are different in with what they speak about!
b. Is your dress different (modest – 1 Pet. 3:3-4)
c. Do you spend your money differently (Lk. 9:25; 1 Cor. 16:1-2)?
d. Do you have a reputation as a do-gooder (Gal. 6:10)?
e. Do you spend your time differently? One example (Psa. 55:17; Pr. 4:7)
2. In other words, different in most every noticeable and unnoticeable way
a. Have you morphed into a Christian?
b. Illus.: Caterpillar morphs into a butterfly – same concept as the transformation that should take place in the life of a Christian
c. (Ro 12:2 Caterpillar/Butterfly Picture) 
i. “transform” from Gk. “metamorphoo” (met-am-or-fo'-o) meaning “to change”
ii. We get our English word “metamorphosis” from this word
iii. Point: as different as a caterpillar is from a butterfly…so is the Christian different from the man of the world they once were!

C. Being different from the world means having different priorities
1. (Mat. 6:31-33) Seeking first the Kingdom
a. There are many things we could become consumed with worry over in this world…
b. …but the kingdom, the Lord’s church is our top priority because those who are saved are members of that church (Ac. 2:47)

D. The focus of our meeting this week – building upon the things that we have; growing; improving; becoming better than we are now…becoming the Christians God wants us to be.

Conclusion:
1. Lesson is about the dire need to assure that our priorities are straight and to see the dire consequences of getting it wrong.
2. You only live once!
3. YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO GET THIS WRONG! HELL= ETERNAL PUNISHMENT IN A HORROR BEYOND ALL OTHER HORRORS!

Invitation:
1. We have spoken some about the beauty of Heaven and the Horror of Hell in this lesson…
2. Purpose here is not to merely horrify you, but to encourage you to do anything and everything necessary so that you do not suffer the same fate as the rich man
3. Priorities: For those of us who are faithful Christians, Our priority is always you - priorities for the Lost (Lk. 15) chapter about three things lost and then joy when they were found: Lost sheep, lost coin and lost son
a. In each scene there is something lost and someone goes looking for it.
b. Helping us to see the priority of finding the lost and leading them to salvation, Jesus said:
i.  “…there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.” (Lk. 15:7)
ii. "…there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." (Luke 15:10)
iii. Son: The father rejoiced saying, “…this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry.” (Luke 15:24-25)
c. If you have never come to Christ, or of you are a Christian who has wondered away from Christ like a lost sheep, I have come here looking for you (tonight/today).
4. You may spend your entire life achieving worldly goals but the rich man would tell you they will not do you one bit of good in the lake of fire!
5. We do not want you to suffer that eternal punishment in Hell. How to avoid Hell:
a. Jesus told the rich man in torments that his lost brothers should listen to the words of Moses and the prophets of the Lord (Lk. 16:29-31)
b. Obey Christ (Heb. 5:9); Must be from a sincere heart (Phil. 1:10; 1 Tim. 1:5)
c. What the inspired writers have said: H-B-R-C-B-LR (Slide)
d. We are judged according to our works, meaning what we have done in thought, word and deed (Rev. 20:13)
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