

PassingtheTorchFromanEternalPerspective
“Passing the Torch 
From an Eternal Perspective”
(Scripture[s])

Scripture Reading: x
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Introduction:
1. (Theme Slide) This week, we have been discussing “Life From and Eternal Perspective”
2. (Opening Slide) Tonight I want to examine our attitude toward the church from an eternal perspective.
3. In the Bible, we read of several congregations that are mentioned there: Ephesus, Phillipi, Sardis, Laodicea, etc. 
a. Question: Where are those congregations today?
b. I would bet that you need not even think about those congregations, what about congregations that once existed right down the road. Where are they now?
c. You can probably think of others still who may have been much larger in number in years past but their numbers have dwindled to almost nothing and they are hanging on by a thread.
d. You might think of others who once took a stand for the New Testament pattern who have drifted off into unfaithfulness.
e. What will be the future of this congregation? For those who are visiting, what will be the future of the congregation where you attend?
4. I fear that some have taken the local congregation for granted…
a. Think of it as having been here for a long time and we assume that things will always continue to be so
b. But this and every other congregation that exists will not continue unless we carefully pass the torch to the next generation!
c. If this congregation (or any other) is going to survive, according to the N.T. pattern, what things need to happen?


d. (2 Cor. 11:28) Paul shared a deep concern for the churches - he thought about them daily!
e. Therefore, it seems unconscionable that Paul would ever do anything to harm the church.
f. He chose carefully the men he entrusted – men he would pass the torch to carry on the work after his life on this earth was over. 
g. Some of the men he hand-picked were some men who became a preachers whom we know now as Timothy and Titus.
5. What needs to happen if this congregation is to survive? Let us examine several instructions Paul gave to Timothy and Titus in their letters to them.

Body: 
I. Teaching the Biblical Pattern
A. Among the first things Paul warned Timothy was that inspired scripture had to be foundation of all of his teaching (1 Tim. 1:3-7)
1. Knowing the truth must come first
a. I know some people who are deeply involved in learning how to combat every false doctrine
b. Countless hours are spent studying those they disagree with and finding every angle to deal with every fault their opponent has
c. Best way to defeat error is to learn the truth
i. Illust: A Cowboy once had his horse stolen
a.) He walked for days and finally tracked the horse thieves down south of the border in Mexico
b.) When he arrived at their hideout he found that the thieves had a corral of over 500 horses
c.) Determined to get his horse back, he confronted them demanding they give his horse back
d.) Their ring leader laughed at him, knowing that the authorities were bought and paid for (and would not help a gringo in Mexico)
e.) But the ring leader appreciated this cowboy’s bravery and determination
f.) The ring leader issued a challenge. He said, “I will give you one chance. If you can pick your horse out on the first try, we’ll give ‘em back to you.” He dared with a laugh.
g.) The old cowboy smiled, walked over to the corral, stood atop the fence, surveyed the huge herd of horses and whistled as loud as he could.
h.) One painted horse made his way to the fence. The cowboy pointed to the brand on the horse and said, “Bar S…that’s my brand.” 
i.) The bandito was so impressed he gave the cowboy back his horse.
ii. What did the cowboy need to know to get his horse back?
a.) He didn’t need to examine every horse in the bunch
b.) Only thing he needed to know was a whistle, the look of the horse and its brand.
d. (v. 4) It is possible to be entangled with meaningless, useless doctrines – not all teachings are equal and are worthy of our attention!
e. He offers advice about how to identify these doctrines and, by association, those teaching them. These “fables and endless genealogies” as he describes them “cause disputes, rather than godly edification which is in faith”.
i. The source of faith, according to Rom. 10:17 is the word of God
ii. Any time we begin to base our doctrine upon something other than God’s word, we can expect it to bring about disputes. 
iii. What is not found in God’s word is nothing more than the word of men, opinions, and as we know, everyone has their own opinion and men will disagree about their opinions and opinions change over time, even from generation to generation.
2. After knowing the truth, teaching it comes next (included in edifying one another)
a. Notice what kind of edification he has in mind…it is “godly edification”
b. There is a difference between “edification” and “godly edification”
i. Illust.
a.) There was a philosophy professor stood before his class with some items on the table in front of him. When the class began, he picked up a very large and empty mayonnaise jar and proceeded to fill it with rocks, about 2 inches in diameter.
b.) He then asked the students if the jar was full. They agreed that it was.
c.) So the professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. He shook the jar lightly. The pebbles, of course, rolled into the open areas between the rocks.
d.) He then asked the students again if the jar was full. They agreed it was.
e.) The professor picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course, the sand filled up everything else.
He then asked once more if the jar was full. The students responded with a unanimous “Yes.”
f.) “Now,” said the professor, “I want you to recognize that this jar represents your life. The rocks are the important things – your family, your partner, your health, your children – things that if everything else was lost and only they remained, your life would still be full.
g.) The pebbles are the other things that matter – like your job, your house, your car.
h.) The sand is everything else. The small stuff.”
i.) “If you put the sand into the jar first,” he continued “there is no room for the pebbles or the rocks. The same goes for your life.
j.) If you spend all your time and energy on the small stuff, you will never have room for the things that are important to you. Pay attention to the things that are critical to your happiness. Play with your children. Take your partner out dancing. There will always be time to go to work, clean the house, give a dinner party and fix the disposal.
k.) Take care of the rocks first – the things that really matter. Set your priorities. The rest is just sand.”
ii. We can be filled with lots of inspirational stories and without giving it much thought we can feel edified.
a.) Maybe there were good moral lessons in those stories, but is it “godly edification”
b.) We might even be able to make some biblical application to our lives, just as we did the other night about getting your priorities in order
c.) So, what makes something “godly edification” versus mere “edification”? Only things based upon the Bible as the word of God are “godly edification”

B. Paul would later explain why this doctrine was so important (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
1. “Doctrine” – tells us WHAT to believe
2. “Reproof” – Gk. word, according to Strong’s means “conviction” that results from seeing the “evidence”; in other words we can feel confident about what we believe because our beliefs are not based upon the ever-changing opinions of men or even a dead letter written by dead men, but the Bible is “inspired” meaning that it is God’s personal message to us.
a. When someone disagrees with us, that is their right to do so. 
b. If beliefs were based solely upon opinion then who is to say who is right or wrong, but the Bible allows us to walk away unashamed, convicted that we know we are in the right – no question about it.
i. Illust. – Recent study with some Mormons
a.) They want me to accept the Book of Mormon as inspired scripture equal to the Bible
b.) They are convicted that the Book of Mormon is inspired scripture. I am not. 
c.) The reason I offer is this: Gal. 1:8 says, “even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.”
d.) They claim to accept the Bible but…
e.) They also claim an angel came and gave Joseph Smith the Book of Mormon, which are scriptures that were origionally part of the inspired word of God, but were lost for some time
f.) My argument is this:
i.) The B.O.M. appears to be “another gospel” – stories are nothing like those found in the Bible
ii.) The B.O.M. was given by an angel
iii.) Even if the B.O.M. are the inspired scriptures, because they have disappeared and have now been supposedly given back to man, there is no way for me to know that they are inspired therefore I must assume that they are “another gospel”
g.) Of course, they disagree. We will probably part ways in disagreements when our studies are over, but I will stand confidently knowing my arguments are sound while they will walk away with doubts and unresolved problems in their mind.
c. “Correction” – When others are wrong, I can correct them
i. Just as my Mormon friends insist that the B.O.M. could be scriptures…I am able to correct them and show them that the Bible does not permit any other gospel
ii. When people I meet say once we are saved we cannot fall away, we can turn to Hebrews 6 that speaks of those “who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.” (Hebrews 6:4b-6 NKJV)
iii. When people argue with all of their might that baptism does not save us we can take them to 1 Pet. 3:21 which says, “There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism”.
iv. And when someone argues that one can be saved without having any work to demonstrate that they have faith, I would show them in James 2 that “faith without works is dead” (Jas. 2:17, 20, 26) and that “a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.” (Jas. 2:24)
d. “Instruction in Righteousness” so that when men say I need something other than God’s word to be righteous, I know to recognize it to be nothing but a “fable” and need not be concerned with their opinions.
e. “Complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” – tells me that I don’t need anything else…I don’t need a miracle or a modern-day revelation, I don’t need man’s opinions or traditions. The word of God is sufficient for everything we need!

II. Zealous For Service to God
A. We need to be a people with a zeal for the Lord!
B. One of the problems Jesus addressed that the church at Laodicea had was that they were lukewarm (Rev. 3:16)
1. Jesus expressed that this attitude made him sick to His stomach! 
2. He expressed that they needed to change or he would vomit them out of His mouth” 

C. Paul warned Timothy to keep the fire alive to fight for defense of the truth (1 Tim. 1:18).
1. Timothy was encouraged to “wage the good warfare”
2. A Christian and the Church have many enemies in the form of Satan false teachers and “principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12).
3. An army who has stopped fighting will soon suffer defeat!
a. If we are engaged in a spiritual war, then we need to take up the sword, the word of God (Eph. 6:17)!

III. A People of Prayer
A. I’ll not spend a great deal of time on this, we can cover prayer more in-depth in another lesson.

B. Most probably familiar with Jas. 5:16 which says “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” There is power in prayer!

C. No coincidence that Paul instructs Timothy not to overlook this as a source of strength (1 Tim. 2:1-2)
1. Prayers for every cause (rather than these one-size-fits-all prayers – means being specific!)
a. Supplications – supplying the things we need
b. Intercessions – Asking God’s intervention from persecutions, from fears, from weakness or temptations to sin. Involves inviting God to be actively involved in your life!
c. Giving of Thanks – would involve watching and waiting for those prayers to be answered and being thankful for the answer to our prayers when we receive it.
2. Notice that these prayers are to be made on behalf of “all men” (includes our enemies)
3. How hard it must have been to pray for a Caesar who worshipped pagan gods, thought himself worthy of being revered as a god and may have even put your brothers and sisters in Christ to death (which may have even included folks from your own congregation or family) and Paul instructs Timothy to be an example for the brethren in the area of prayer! 


IV. Leadership By Example
A. Timothy was well-instructed about being careful to choose leadership carefully in the church.
1. A church will probably never be better than those men who take the lead.
2. Why? Because people must be led by EXAMPLE!
3. The qualifications of these men are so clearly spelled out, it is clear that the Holy Spirit did not want just any “average Joe” to take the lead in the church. God wanted special men!

B. Bishops (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:1-7)
1. First, keep in mind that he desires a “good work” 
2. Means that we need to be patient with them. They may not always do things perfectly, but understand that they are trying to do something that is good!
3. Notice that there are strict qualifications before a man can qualify for this office
4. Who is qualified? Notice how many of these point to someone who leads, not by word, but through example.
a. One who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence 
i. Titus adds he must have “faithful children” (Tit. 1:6)
b. Titus adds:
i. Not self-willed
ii. Not given to wine
iii. Just
iv. Holy
5. Titus indicates that congregations who do not have leadership like this are “lacking” (Tit. 1:5)
6. Point: Can you, in all of these qualifications, see one that does not indicate that one must lead by example?
7. Think of these qualifications…
a. We all know bad habits are hard to break
b. A good reputation does not come overnight (especially if one needs to be repaired – even harder)
c. Faithful children, etc. do not happen by accident.
d. Point: becoming qualified to be an bishop takes years of work and preparation!
8. Appointing bishops: Someone once asked me how we know for sure who to appoint as a bishop. After some careful thought my response was, “If a man is already living up to these qualifications, then he is ready to be appointed as an elder.” In other words, if a man does not lead by example, possessing these qualities BEFORE he is appointed as an elder, we should not expect him to possess them AFTER being appointed!

C. Choosing good deacons 
1. Much like elders, deacons have qualifications
2. Again, not selected lightly – tight restraints on who can be deacons even extending to their wives
3. The deacons of Acts 6 selected to care for the Hellenist Jews were selected with care for they were “men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom”
4. (1 Tim. 3:8-13)

D. Being good members (Tit. 2:1-6)

E. Preachers
1. Timothy taught these things to others, there can be little doubt, but the most important teaching that Timothy did was not merely in word, but in deed (1 Tim. 4:12)
a. What will encourage future generations to continue in the faith relies not only on the lessons that are taught, but in the examples that we set.
b. Timothy was encouraged to live according to the highest standards, being an example for others to pattern themselves after.
c. What the next generation learns to do will be caught, not taught!
i. Why is it that studies done about children who are raised in homes that have gone through a divorce are more likely to go through a divorce themselves.
ii. Why is it that teens who become pregnant have children who have a much higher rate of teen pregnancy themselves?
iii. Why are children who are raised in homes that engage in tobacco, alcohol or drug abuse are more likely to engage in them themselves?
iv. Why do we see families who, generations after generation are dependent upon welfare and government services?
v. The reason for all of these is that children learn the biggest lessons in life through the examples that we set – the lessons they learn are caught and not taught!

2. Leading by Example:
a. Paul wrote to Titus and encouraged him to set a good example (Tit. 2:7-8)
b. Titus was encouraged to be an individual that others should pattern themselves after
c. What kind of an example are you setting for future generations?
i. Are they seeing good, deep, spiritually minded overseers of the flock that tend their sheep?
ii. Are they seeing godly deacons who are serving the members with humility?
iii. Are they seeing members who are active in the local work?
iv. Or are we setting a poor example for them to follow?
v. This makes our involvement in the local work and our conduct as Christians incredibly important!
vi. The moment our elders, our deacons, the members and our preachers stop leading by example is the day the church has begun to diminish and/or fall into apostasy!


F. How do we pass this torch onward to future generations? We must lead by example.

V. Passing the Torch
1.  (2 Tim. 2:2, 4) Timothy was encouraged to take the things he learned from Paul and pass these things onto others
a. There are too many passages dealing with instructions to preachers for us to cover in this lesson but I believe they can be summarized in these two verses.
b. Just as Paul taught elders, deacons and members to lead by example, he did the same to preachers,

2. Do you know why leading by example is so important?
a. Illust. Preacher once went to Africa on a missionary trip
b. He used local guides to help him navigate from one village to the next.
c. Many, of the villages he had to walk to.
d. One day the man was looking at a map of the villages that surrounded him and he noticed the direction he had been traveling - many of the trails they used to walk to other villages were incredibly inefficient – the trails may actually curve far out of the way before circling back around to the village they were destined for.
e. Finally the curiosity got the best of the preacher and he asked one of his guides why they took these trails and asked why they didn’t just cut across one of the open fields to take a more direct route instead of following the trails. 
f. The guide looked a bit surprised said, “Well, these are just the trails we have always used.”
g. Point: 
i. The trails we carve for future generations may very well be the same trails they will follow.
ii. Are the examples you setting for future generations – are they good examples or negative examples?
iii. What if every member of the church exercised their faith just like you do? What kind of a congregation would it be then?


VI. When Do Churches Stop Being the N.T. Church?
A. Church congregations come and congregations go.
B. Some vanish into history while others morph into something the Lord never intended.
C. The cause (1 Tim. 4:1a)
D. When we stop following the pattern we have just described, we stop being the example future generations should follow!

Conclusion:
1. If we want the church to continue at Young’s Creek, in Orleans, Prospect or any other area and do so faithuly to the word, it must first come through learning the Biblical pattern…
2. …teaching the Biblical pattern, and then most importantly, LIVING OUT THAT BIBLICAL PATTERN in our lives…
3. …praying – asking the Lord to take an active role in our work and being directly involved in our lives and to be our guide…
4. …and leading by example and teaching others to do as we have done.
5. But before we can do this, we need to be an example worthy of BEING followed!
6. Remember that God will judge man by the works he has done on this earth.
7. Will God judge the example you have set…the foundation you have laid for future generations to follow worthy of a good example?

Invitation:
1. I suspect that there are some in the audience tonight that have not followed the biblical pattern…
2. If you are a Christian who has fallen short in your Christian responsibilities, tonight we encourage you to make the changes in your life necessary.
3. If you need the prayers of the saints, we are here to help you any way we can.
4. Likewise, if you have never obeyed the Lord, we beg that you will follow commands to H-B-R-C-B-LR (Slide)
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