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“Steppin’ Out On Faith”
(Num. 13; Josh. 3; Prov. 3:5, 6)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, July 24, 2011
Scripture Reading: Num. 13:26-33
Accompanying Song: #461 “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks”
Subject: Faith
Objective: To help the listener to see the importance of fully trusting in the Lord in an act of obedient faith.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\Old Testament Sermons\OldTestamentExpositoryMultiplePassages\Num13Josh3Prov3_5-6SteppinOOutOnFaith.docx

Introduction:
1. Illust. Blondin
a. Blondin was a 19th century acrobat, famous for his tightrope act 160 feet above Niagra Falls on a rope which was over a thousand feet long.
b. In 1860 a Royal party from Britain saw Blondin cross the tightrope on stilts, and again blindfolded. After that he stopped halfway and cooked and ate an omelette. Next he wheeled a wheelbarrow from one side to the other, and returned with a sack of potatoes in it.
c. Then Blondin approached the Royal party. He asked the Duke of Newcastle, "do you believe I could take a man across the tightrope in this wheelbarrow?" 
d. "Yes, I do" , said the Duke.
e. "Hop in, then" , replied Blondin.
f. Well, the Duke declined Blondin's challenge. He might have believed Blondin could do it, but he wasn't about to trust him with his life.
g. When it comes to God, this kind of belief is not much good to him. 
h. God is looking for followers who will trust him with their lives…people who will do what He says and have faith in Him that, in the end it will all work out for the best.
i. That's the theme of the verses I want to look at with you today.

2. The story I would like to discuss with you today will be based upon Joshua chapter 3.
a. Before we look at some verses in that chapter and discuss some things we can learn there I want to bring our memories up to speed to remind us of the background of our story.
b. I want to take your minds back to the days of Moses. Moses was sent by God to lead the Israelites out of the land of Egypt and the original plan was that they would go directly to a land that God promised to give to their ancestor Abraham centuries before.
c. God had every intention of fulfilling that promise through Moses.
d. As is far too often the case, man has a way of taking a blessing that God has offered him and has completely ruined it. That was exactly what happened in the case of Israel.

Body: 
I. Israel Prepares to Enter the Land of Canaan For the First Time (Num. 13-14)
A. The Lord commanded Moses to send twelve spies into the land of Canaan (Num. 13:1)

B. God commanded the spies to go into the promised land but in reality there was really no need for doing so.
1. It was a necessary thing to do because God said they should (an act of obedience)…
2. It was a matter of convenience, the only reason the spies were sent in was to survey the land to prepare their plan of attack. 
3. I say this was not really necessary because it was not their planning, nor would it have been their military might that would have won this battle, but it was the Lord who was going to deliver them victory over the Canaanites.

C. But Israel doubted that the Lord would grant them victory over the peoples in the land. 

D. Because of this, the battle never happened the way it was originally supposed to, for the people in chapter fourteen chose to believe the report of the ten spies rather than the report given by Joshua and Caleb. “So they said to one another, ‘Let us select a leader and return to Egypt.’" (Numbers 14:4 NKJV)


E. What went wrong here? Before we answer that question, let’s fast forward forty years…

II. Israel Prepares to Enter the Land of Canaan For the Second Time (Josh. 3)
A. Now that the former generation of Israelites have all passed on (save Joshua and Caleb) this generation has their opportunity to enter into the promised land.

B. No doubt the folly of the generation to proceed them had to have come into their minds.

C. Moses has died (Josh. 1:1). God gives a command to the leader of His people, a command once heard by a generation before but this time it is the great military leader Joshua who wanted to go and boldly enter the land that was promised by God to Abraham so many years ago.

D. Ironically, it was only two spies who gave a good report encouraging Israel to enter her promised land forty years ago (Joshua and Caleb alone wanted to enter, trusting the Lord would grant them victory regardless of the giants they would encounter). This time, instead of sending twelve spies only two are sent in by Joshua. These two bring back a very different report from the ten who doubted forty years prior (Josh. 2:24).

E. Eventually, Israel was granted victory to enter into the promised land.
1. What was different about this time?
2. Why were these people allowed to enter the promised land when the previous generation was not allowed to?
3. Let’s examine…

III. 4 Principles to Remember When “Steppin’ Out On Faith” (Prov. 3:5-6)
For the remainder of this lesson, it might be helpful for you to turn your Bibles to Proverbs chapter 3 to follow along.
A. Trust in the Lord with all of your heart (Proverbs 3:5a).
1. Let’s think back to our earlier story in Numbers 13. Why wasn’t the earlier generation able to enter the promised land? What went wrong?
a. One of the reasons the earlier generation of Israelites were not allowed to enter into the promised land was because they thought they had to rely upon their own abilities and their own strength to conwquor the people in the land of Canaan. Why do I say such a thing? 
i. Because of the report that ten of the spies gave in (Num. 13:31-33)
ii. Only Joshua and Caleb had the faith to say, “"Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it." (Num. 13:30)
b. What was wrong was that the people did not really have faith in the Lord. (They looked only to their own abilities and saw their shortcomings and weaknesses.)
2. Because of this God forbid the people from entering into the Promised Land and they instead found themselves wandering around in the wilderness as nomads without a country for forty years! All of this was due to a lack of trusting in the Lord.
3. Just like our duke in the illustration at the beginning of this lesson, simply BELIEVING IN God does no good whatsoever. We must use our faith in a practical sense.
4. How do we know we really have faith?
a. I read somewhere where someone once remarked that “Faith in God sometimes seems like a nebulous, airy-fairy concept, doesn't it? It's hard to pin down exactly what it means; it's hard to know whether we really have ‘faith’”.
b. I respectfully disagree. Faith comes by hearing God’s word (Romans 10:17) If you can read it in your Bible, and the Bible says you should do it, then the simple litmus test is this: are you doing it?
i. If yes, then you have faith…
ii. If not, then you don’t!
iii. If you don’t, the next obvious question is, “Do you really trust the Lord?”
a.) If you truly believe His ways are best…
b.) If you truly trust Him…
c.) Then if those things are true, why would you do anything other than what He has commanded you to do?
5. One of the interesting statements made about the Israelites, when they finally began their journey into the promised land is found in Josh. 3:14-17
a. The Lord was the one who was obviously the one responsible for causing the waters in the Jordan to part…
b. But the one thing I want us to notice is WHEN those waters parted:
i. Notice that they did not part and THEN the priests began to cross…
ii. The priests had to take the first step into the water and THEN AND ONLY THEN DID THE WATERS PART!
iii. The point is this: if we expect God to act upon our faith, the first thing we need to do is to prove our faith to Him and “Step Out On Faith”!
6. If you trust the Lord, He seems to be saying to me, “Prove it.” In other words, trust in the Lord with ALL your heart!

B. Lean not upon your own understanding (Prov. 3:5b).
1. I suppose our duke friend, when asked to get into the wheelbarrow was guilty of trusting in his own understanding (and, in that particular case, who could blame him)? He understood that there were a lot of things that could go wrong if he agreed to get into that wheelbarrow!
2. But God is not fallible like Blondin was. Blondin could fail to deliver. God will not! 
3. Understanding this then, a principle is realized:
a. Faith in God is a sure thing.
b. Faith in man is always a bad idea (even if it’s in ourselves…did you catch that? REPEAT).
4. The Israelites did not trust God the first time because they leaned upon their own understanding. 
a. They saw the mighty men there.
b. They said, "There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight." (Numbers 13:33 NKJV)
i. Maybe true, but  what were they IN GOD’s SIGHT?
ii. That is learning to see things from the Lord’s perspective, rather than leaning upon your own.
5. We need to take the admonition of the wise man to heart - do not lean upon your own understanding!

C. In all your ways, acknowledge the Lord (Prov. 3:6a).
1. Again we could point out how the Israelites were not successful entering into the promised land until they learned their need to acknowledge the Lord.
a. On one hand they saw themselves as God’s chosen people, led by God…
b. On quite another hand they thought that they would only be saved in battle if they were able to deliver themselves.
2. I think, if we are honest with ourselves, are a lot of people who see a dividing line between their Christian lives and what they see as their non-Christian lives. Some type of divide between their religious life and their secular life.
a. People thinking in these terms live under the assumption that God is there and He cares about what I do on Sunday morning but not about what I do at home or what I do on Monday morning at work.
b. Maybe we make the distinction that God cares about which church I associate with but not which house I live in, the clothres I wear or the financial decisions I make.
c. Maybe we think God cares about my Bible reading but not about which television shows I watch.
d. We might be guilty of making assumptions like this all the time in our lives.
3. Yet if we understand what this verse means, God wants to be the guiding force in our lives all of the time everywhere we go! “In ALL your ways” He says, “acknowledge me.”
4. What things do you pray about? Do you pray to God about work? About your home? Your children? Your sins? Your spouse? Your parents? Your neighbors? The clubs you are a member of? The movie you are thinking about watching? The magazine or book you are going to read? The way you deal with others? 
a. Maybe I ought to  ask it this way…”What don’t you consult God about?”
b. If you can think of something that’s an “oops” you need to fix. 
5. Remember to acknowledge God in all your ways!

D. Trust that the Lord will direct your paths (Prov. 3:6b).
1. As we have already stated, the Israelites were successful entering the promised land the second time. 
2. One thing was different this time (Josh. 3:3-6) This is the point: Israel allowed the Lord to lead the way.
3. As is so often the case, what is so frequently needed in our lives is for us to get out of the way and let the Lord take the lead. If we are willing to do this, we are told he will direct our paths.
4. This statement reminds me that in our path of life, sometimes the path that I would choose on my own and the path that God will choose are not always the same (Mat.7:13-14).
a. The very reason we are warned to take the more difficult way is because that is not the path that most people are going to choose for themselves.
b. The narrow gate is the more difficult gate through which to pass. It is not my way of choice, it is God’s way.
c. However, if my thinking is right, I won’t be like Israel. I won’t second-guess where the Lord is leading me. I will simply let the Lord direct my paths through His word (Psa. 119:105).

Conclusion:
So as a brief recap…
1. Trust in the Lord with all your heart: in other words, get into the wheelbarrow!
2. Lean not on your own understanding: in other words, don't get out and try to push yourself.
3. In all your ways acknowledge him: in other words make sure you are fully in, and not about to fall out.
4. He will make your paths straight: in other words, be prepared to go where God wants to take you. And trust him to make the way clear.

Invitation:
1. Maybe you are not a Christian and are willing to “Step out in an act of Faith”
2. Having faith means you will act upon what God has told us to do through His written word.
3. God, in His word, tells us to H-B-R-C-B-LR
4. Are you willing to step out on faith today?
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