Non-Essentials
“Non-Essentials”
Scripture Reading: Ex. 18:19-23

Accompanying Song: #x “Give Me the Bible”

Subject: Obedience

Objective: To teach the listener that there are no commands of God that are not essential if said command applies to them.

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Error Refuted\Non-Essentials.docx

Introduction:
1. How do you respond to those who are Christians, but are in error.
a. Not speaking of one who simply differs for the time being because they are questioning something taught…
b. Speaking of people who promote and practice something that is clearly error.

2. Rather than admit that someone is in error, some try to justify their actions rather than face the consequences for taking a stand.
a. “You are entitled to your opinion and I am entitled to mine.”
b. “Everyone cannot understand the Bible alike.”
c. “That is just your interpretation.” (Strangely sometimes even said when you merely read a Bible verse, without adding your take on a verse – people not wanting to face what the verse clearly says.) 
i. Pat Donahue tells a story of a woman he once worked with that was planning to be married.
ii. He knew that the marriage would not be approved of by God.
iii. He simply wrote down a few verses on marriage and divorce From Mat. 5, 19 and few others. He did not even write out the words, merely handed her a list of verses and asked her to look them up.
iv. Next day, he  asked her if she looked up the verses. Her response: “I don’t want to talk about it.”
d. Some imply by their statements that:
i. We cannot understand the Bible alike.
ii. Each verse is open to a multitude of interpretations and we should respect all interpretations equally.

3. Some, in an attempt to justify 

4. Some have wondered which of God’s commands are essential to obey.

5. Question is obviously answered in statements commonly stated in churches across the land: (Non-Essentials Pic)
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a. What caught my eye: “About Churches of Christ” – presumes to speak for a group larger than this local congregation.
b. Also a statement made in many denominational circles
c. Has found acceptance among members of the churches of Christ today as is depicted on one such church web site I ran across.

6. Question: If the Bible can’t even be understood so that we can all understand it alike, then how can we be certain that we even understand which things are essentials and which are non-essentials?

7. Let us examine the proposition that God’s word contains non-essentials:

Body: 
I. Non-Essentials?
A. Nonsensical word. 
1. …because of the very meaning of the word because the question is asked with regards to God’s commands and which we must obey as a form of doctrine:
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2. Carries with it the sense that some of God’s commands are without meaning; not necessary. Things “essential” (according to them):
a. Believe in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and that all are God
b. Jesus is the only one who offers the hope of salvation
c. You must accept God’s grace by faith and if you do you become a member of the church,
d. The Holy Spirit is active in  the world today
e. The return of Christ at a time appointed by God to judge the world and reward the faithful.
3. Command: “an order or instruction given by somebody in authority”
a. Can an order given by the Lord be ignored or disregarded and one still remain in good standing before Him?
b. The question of non-essentials is one of human origin; No hint of non-essentials in God’s word as our study will demonstrate.

B. If some commands in God’s word are not necessary then God, not man, needs to be the one to clearly point out that these things are optional.

II. Leads to contradictory thinking:
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A. Do they really believe this? The web site continues…
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B. Has God not specified…
1. …the elements to be used in the Lord’s Supper? (1 Cor. 11:1, 23-26)
2. …the time of baptism, considering only those of the age to believe, understand sin, repent of it, and that only adults were the subjects of baptism in every instance of all conversions in the Bible?
3. …the system of government in the church when Paul wrote to Timothy  and sent him explicit instructions for the church (Tim. 3:1-7) bishops or elders and later told him to appoint deacons (1 Tim. 3:7-13) as well. 
a. Did Paul not write these instructions assuming that they would be ignored. Notice what he concluded these instructions with (1 Tim. 3:15).
b. Were these not all positions in the church summed up for us in Eph. 4:11?
c. Are these also not essential? If not, why not?

C. Non-essentials liberty doctrine: Intended to create Unity but fails miserably
1. Who could agree on the essentials?
a. Some, such as myself would say baptism is necessary (Mk. 16:16); Others, such as those mentioned on the web site shown earlier say mode (sprinkling, pouring, full submersion is optional); Baptism means “immersion”
b. They said timing is not essential, why not let the word of God decide (Ac 2:38); “you” in this case and very other in the N.T. is spoken to adults. The inspired word was not written to infants who cannot even understand its message.
c. Every creed written by man is an attempt to identify what their essential beliefs are…creeds are what divide us.

D. Non-essential thinking is a result of unwillingness to grapple with difficult questions. Instead of studying diligently to answer difficult questions, it is an agreement from both parties to essentially:
1. Concede, quit studying
2. Admission that God must have just made the matter too difficult to understand it.
3. (2 Cor. 1:13; Eph. 3:4; 5:17) Not the case. God desires that we understand His will. Failure to study in order to do so is unwise.

III. Some Who Believed in “Non-Essentials”
A. King Saul
1. (1 Sam. 15:3) Told to utterly destroy the Amalekites, man, woman and child, destroy all that they had
2. Saul obeyed the command to attack , but kept back the best of the spoils of their conquest (1 Sam. 15:9)
3. Made God regret having made him king (1 Sam. 15:11)
4. Saul thought his actions to be those of obedience (1 Sam. 15:13)
5. Because of his disobedience, God rejected him from being king over Israel (1 Sam. 15:23)

B. Lot’s Wife
a. (Gen. 19:17) Told to leave Sodom, not to even encamp nearby; leave and not look back
b. Lot’s wife left, but she thought of the looking back as a non-essential
c. (Gen. 19:26) Turned into pillar of salt

C. King Uzziah (2 Chr. 26)
1. (Num. 3:10)
2. Knew worship of God was what He wanted yet thought that it was a non-essential for one to be a Levite in order to serve the Lord in the temple.
3. (2 Chr. 26:18-19) Uzziah punished for his presumptive attitude.

D. Nadab and Abihu 
1.  (Lev. 16:12) Source of coals was supposed to come from the altar.
2. Thought the source of the fire was a non-essential.
3. (Lev. 10:1-2) Penalty for disobedience was death.

E. David and Uzzah 
1. Ark supposed to be carried by Levites (Dt. 31:25; Ex. 25:14) on poles inserted through rings on the sides of the ark.
2. (1 Chr. 13:7-10) Thought worshipping God = essential; how to transport = non-essential
3. David learned different (1 Chr. 15:13)

F. Summary: Every example demonstrates people who had an “in essentials unity, in non-essentials liberty” mentality.
1. In every example, the people involved obeyed God (in part)
2. Yet they thought that some of what the Lord had required was unnecessary, non-essential
3. They learned that EVERY element of God’s instruction that applied to them, every bit applied to them!
4. Lesson on true obedience = 100%, nothing more, nothing less, nothing other than what was specified. 

G. Principles to remember 
1. (Isa. 55:8-9) Some feel their way better than the Lord’s; Lord warns us that this is not so.
2. (2 Chr. 19:7; Rom. 2:11) An essential for one is an essential for all. If one must do them to please God, so must another.

Conclusion:
1. If only thing necessary is to believe in the godhead, Jesus as the savior, have faith, believe the Holy Spirit is active, and that Christ will return, then what about obedience to the commands of the Lord?

2. Complete, total obedience required; (Mat. 7:21-23) Non-essentialists will not be saved; practitioners of lawlessness – failed to do things in ways that were essential!

3. Obeying doctrine is important (2 Thess. 3:14-15). Why? 
A. Affects our salvation (2 Jn. 9-11)
B. Heb. 5:9 Author of eternal salvation to those who obey Him.
1.) If not need to obey some things, which things
2.) Applies to EVERYTHING that Christ commanded
C. We will be held accountable (Ac. 17:30; 2 Thess. 2:10-12)
Invitation:
1. If you would obey God’s word to believe, repent, confess and be baptized, committing yourself to serve Him from this day forward, now is your opportunity.
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IN NON-ESSENTIALS, LIBERTY

However, we believe that full agreement is not essential among Christians in such matters as the way Christ is present in the sacraments, the elements used, the
time and method of baptism, nor the system of church organization and government. But as Brethren, we do believe that Christ is mysteriously present in the two
sacraments of baptism and Holy Communion. We believe that Christian parents should present their children for baptism even as infants, in keeping with the
attitude Jesus expressed to little children during his earthly ministry. In doing so, believing parents claim for their child that cleansing and saving grace offered by
Christ and especially symbolized in this sacrament. In response, the parents promise to bring up their child in the faith which they themselves profess. This they
do with the hope and prayer that, in due time, their child will confirm this covenant relationship with a personal profession of faith in Christ and in a commitment
to his service. Believers who have not been baptized as infants are baptized following their public profession of faith.
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About the Churches of Christ.

‘Although the Church of Chrit traces its roots through autonomous congregations since
the first century A.D., the American Restoration Movement of the 18th and 19th
centuries resulted in the significant development and growth of Churches of Christ in
America and elsewhere. This movement was an emergence of seekers who perpetuated
ideals that have existed throughout church history regarding inspired truth over
eccesastical tradition or dogma. The Restoration Movement largely promoted 3 return to
the purposes of the first century churches as described i the New Testament and is
considered by some historians to be part of the Second Great Awakening. Whi ever
emphasizing that the Bible s the only source to seek doctrine, an acceptance of Christans
with diverse opinions was the norm in the quest for truth. *In essentiak, unity; in non-
‘essentiak, Iberty; i all things, love".




image2.png
Doctrine

IN ESSENTIALS, UNITY

One of the emphases of the Unity of the Brethren from the outset has been upon the Bible as the sourcebook of all Christian truth. This emphasis placed it at
the forefront of the Protestant Reformation movement. We believe that the Bible is not oaly to be regarded as the heart of God's revelation of His person
and purpose for His creation, but also as a standard for Christian faith and conduct. For this reason, translating the Word of God into everyday life continues
to be a high priority for Brethren. Interpretation and application of scriptural truth to life, however, has been strongly influenced by that ancient motto of the
Church, "In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, love." Accordingly, we believe that it is essential for a Christian to believe in one
God as revealed in three persons - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Secondly, we believe that God the Father offers in Christ, God's Son, the only revealed way of
salvation from the penalty and power of sin. Those who accept this grace by faith become members of the Body of Christ, the Church. It is this fellowship of
believers, committed to the will and purpose of God as a means of giving glory to Christ, which serves as the visible form of the Kingdom of God on earth.
‘We also believe that the Holy Spirit continues to be active in the world, particularly in the hearts of believers, communicating God's presence, power, and
purpose for a life of witness. We believe, furthermore, that it is essential for a Christian to believe in the glorious return of Christ, at the time appointed by
the Father, to judge the world and to reward the faithful.




