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“Namaste”
Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Sept. 25, 2011
Scripture Reading: 
Accompanying Song: # “”
Subject: 
Objective: 
Location: 

Introduction:
1. Today is a special morning for our church family. Today is the day that we bid “farewell” to Ray & Deanna Judy. (Title Slide)

2. For as long as man has existed, good-byes have been among the hardest of things to have to say.
a. It is particularly hard to say to someone you love and care for…someone you have gone through a lot together with.
b. Goodbye’s are exceptionally hard to say to family members because there is nothing closer to the human heart than a member of the family.
c. We are a church family.
d. Today, two of our family members are leaving us and moving on. Life has brought they and us to a fork in the road and while we continue down one path they must take another.

3. Normally when people are leaving for a long period of time, we simply say “good bye.”
a. I have often wondered, “Why this word?” because their leaving doesn’t FEEL good for either one of us.
b. I suppose that the word came from a shortened farewell meaning good wishes.
c. But there is really very little that feels good about good bye. Usually one or both parties are sad at the time those words are spoken.
d. Therefore, for myself (and I believe I can speak for the rest of the congregation here as well), I am not going to bid our brother and sister a “goodbye.”

4. Rather, I bid them Namaste (Namaste slide).
a. "Namaste" (nah-muh-stay) is a polite Indian gesture 
b. Much like the Hawaiian word “aloha” that carries a dual meaning of “hello” or “goodbye” Namaste can also be used either as a greeting or a farewell. 
c. From a Hindi word. The word literally means "bowing to you." 
d. The expression is made with the hands held at chest height and both palms pressed together.
e. I think it is a very appropriate farewell to a brother and sister in Christ who have been such strong, such central members of our congregation for so long because Namaste has also been used to mean "I honor the sacred that is within you."

5. Ray and Deanna will be missed dearly.
a. Both are a source of strength in this congregation and their absence will be felt.
b. Deanna dutifully cleaned the building, Ray and the boys mowed the yard.
c. Heaven only knows how many Bible classes and sermons Ray has preached here over the years.
d. I hardly remember a “work day” that Ray was not here.
i. In fact, I know there were a lot of other “work days” that Ray was here 
1. Making minor repairs to the building
2. Cleaning the parking lot entrance of snow
3. Working on baptisteries
4. Changing light bulbs and furnace filters
5. Replacing water bottles for the cooler
6. Balancing the checkbook 
7. Or doing any other number of things that we all took for granted and probably never even noticed happened and probably never even received a “thank-you” or recognition for.
e. How many people has Deanna cleaned houses for or taken meals to (I wonder if sweet rolls will shop through the mail)?
6. Ray and Deanna are both humble people and I am sure the last thing they would want from me is to spend the next several minutes bragging about them in a way that would make them feel uncomfortable. 
a. They would not want me to say something that seem exalt them above anyone else here. 
b. EVERY member is important in their own unique and individual way and I feel safe saying that is the way that they would want it.
7. Though we say our good-byes today, the nice thing about being a Christian is that we share an….

Body: 
I. Inseparable Bond That is Found Only in Christ
A. Notice something about the relationship that believers have:
1. Paul to the Romans: Rom. 1:9 “…without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers.”
2. Also, Paul’s letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 1:4) “I thank my God always concerning you…” and (1 Cor. 4:14) “I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children I warn you.”
3. Paul once spoke of the deep love the church at Galatia had for him (Gal. 4:15) “…I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and given them to me.”
4. And (Eph 6:21-23) “…Tychicus… I have sent to you for this very purpose… that he may comfort your hearts. Peace to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
5. All of these statements indicate that there was a love shared between Paul and his brethren.

B. It is this love, regardless of distance or circumstances that will separate us, that will always keep us together (Col. 3:14-15)
1. Christians have a love that bonds us together.
2. It is a relationship based upon faith that unites us into one body so that no matter how far the distance may be between us, we will always be together even if only in heart.

II. Proper Farewells
A. This being their last day with us I feel it would be inappropriate for us to send them on their way without bidding them “Namaste,” or “farewell.”

B. In order to say farewell, we need to say it in the appropriate way. We need to say it as Christians should say it, with the proper understanding…

III. Farewell From the Viewpoint of the Christian
A. The Christian does not say good-bye as the worldly person means it.
1. When someone from the world says goodbye, it is a much sadder farewell than two Christians share…
2. When two people from the world say goodbye, it may mean they may never see each other again!
a. What happens if one of them should die before they see each other again?
i. Circumstances of life…tragic events…most any unexpected thing can take place and people in this world may never see each other again!
b. What promises, what hope do people headed for Hell have?
c. Of course, none. Consider the death, the great “farewell” of someone who does not submit to God (Rev.21:8).
d. The farewell expressed by worldly individuals are sad farewells because they truly may be forever!

B. Now let’s consider the difference between two sets of Christians who say goodbye. Let’s look at a couple of examples of those who had to say their farewell’s in the Bible and let’s see if we can notice a common thread…
1. The farewell of Paul
a. (Ac. 20:37-38) The last time Paul would see the Ephesians was not an easy encounter.
b. They knew this would be the last time they would see Paul.
c. Yet notice what Paul wrote when he saw the end of his life on this earth approaching (2 Tim. 4:6-8).
d. In spite of the fact that Paul’s physical life on this earth was coming to a close, he did not believe that would be the last time he would see his brothers and sisters in Christ – he believed he would one day be together again in heavenly realms with all of God’s children.

2. The farewell of Jesus
a. Must have been a very inspiring and emotional moment for (Ac. 1:9-11)
b. Notice the words spoken at the farewell of Jesus: “This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven."

3. Even Death: A “Final Farewell” From This World
a. Another type of farewell that we might consider is the farewell that we must all say to those who pass from this life before us. Have you ever noticed a common thread in the deaths of the patriarchs that died long ago?
i. First, let’s consider the death of Abraham (Gen. 25:8)
ii. Next, lets read of the death of Isaac (Gen. 35:29)
iii. Continuing on, let’s look at the death of Jacob (Gen. 49:33)
iv. Notice also what was said would become of Aaron when he died (Num. 20:26)
v. Moses was not allowed to enter the promised land for his sin and this was said of his death (Dt. 32:50)
b. The point is this:
i. That for the faithful children of God, “farewell’s” and “goodbyes” are never permanent words.
ii. Even though something as powerful as death may have separated one child of God from another, we know in our hearts that the separation is but temporary.

C. Did you notice a common thread with the farewells of the believers we just discussed? 
1. Think of all of those farewells of God’s people in the past just mentioned…
2. The farewells Christians express are much different that the farewells of those in the world in at least one significant way…
a. The patriarchs of the past…Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Aaron, Moses…all of them were not listed as being gone for good but rather they merely went onward to be “gathered to their people.”
b. Most people might think of death as the biggest, most powerful, eternal separation, but even that powerful of a separation is simply not a permanent separation for two Christians.
c. If the patriarchs died and it was said of them “they were  gathered to their people”…
d. And if Paul did not see even death as a permanent departure but rather a place where he would wait, gathering with the saints…
e. Even the death and departure of Jesus were not permanent but rather a pause of time until we see Him again when he returns…
f. Therefore, any separation God’s people may face is honestly not a good-bye but rather, “till we see one another again.”

D. The point I am making is this:
1. Saying goodbye is a difficult thing, whether it be someone merely moving away…
2. Or even if it should mean, “I will never see you on this earth again.”
3. And although we hate to say goodbye on this earth, we need not shed deep tears because no matter what separates us, whether it be distance or whether it be death, it is only for a little while. Remember that James said, “…what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.” (Jas. 4:14).
4. Soon our temporary separation will be over…
a. Either life’s paths will reunite us on this earth…
b. Or this life will be over and  we shall be united for all eternity, never to be separated again!

IV. Farewell Does Not Mean Not “Goodbye,” But “’Till We Meet Again.”
A. Farewell seems like such a sad and lonely word because it seems so permanent.

B. There is an old story that I would like to share with you that might help us understand the proper attitude to have when saying “Farewell”:
1. Imagine for a moment that we are standing on the sea shore. 
2. We have waved goodbye to our friends who are sailing away on a large ship. 
3. We stand and watch the billowing white sails and the boat appears to get smaller and smaller. Finally, it moves beyond our sight. 
4. "There they go." we say. 
5. But in reality, the boat has not vanished nor is it gone. It is simply out of our sight. 
6. On a far off shore there are others standing and waiting and they excitedly call out, "Here they come!"

Conclusion:
A. As part of my saying farewell, I wrote a short poem. I know Ray writes poems at times and I would never compare myself to him, but I thought this might be appropriate for today:

You’ve been part of us so long, goodbyes are hard to say,
So rather than “goodbye” we'll send you on your way.
No “Goodbyes” are offered, only “’Till we meet again.”
Whether now, or in the life to come, our paths shall cross again.
The memories we share, the love that we bring,
A million miles between us wouldn’t change a thing.
No matter where you go, or how far you may be,
Never forget how loved (and missed) that you will always be.

B. Ray and Deanna, on behalf of the church, I would like to thank you for your years laboring with us here. We wish you all the very best in your new home. We admire you for your faith and your Christian service and for this I would like to say, “Namaste.”

Invitation:
1. This was a very personal sermon for our congregation to think say goodbye to two of our members.
2. As we have already pointed out, as James said, life is but a vapor that is here for but a moment and quickly fades away.
3. What about those who are here who believe in Christ but maybe you have never confessed Him before others, have never truly turned your life away from sin in repentance or submitted to the Lord being baptized for your sins, making a commitment to live for Him from this day forward?
4. What should happen if you your life should end today and you say the “eternal goodbye?”
5. Wouldn’t you want to feel assured about where you would spend the rest of eternity?
6. Christian or non-Christian, if you are not completely certain about where you will spend eternity, do not leave this building until being fully assured that should your life end at any moment, your destiny lies in Heaven with Christ!
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