ModestApparrel
“Modest Apparel”
Scripture Reading: Prov. 7:7-23 
Accompanying Song: “Psa. 19”
Subject: Modest Dress
Objective: To teach the Biblical principles that demonstrate why modest dress is important to the Christian.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Modest_Apparrel\ModestApparrel.docx

Introduction:
1. Warmer weather is here. Evidence is all around us. 
2. Everywhere you turn, the heat (and modern clothing trends) have encouraged people to shed their clothing for the sake of style and comfort.
3. What I am about to say has unfortunately become a controversial topic, even within the church. 
4. Topic I wish to discuss with you: Modest Apparel (Title Slide)
a. Becomes sensitive subject
b. Attitude of some: “Does the church even need to dictate what I should wear?” Short answer: No…but the Lord has!

Body: 
I. God has determined that His people should be dressed modestly.
A. Shameful to expose one’s nakedness. Consider Adam & Eve:
1. After they sinned, they made coverings for themselves (Gen. 3:7-10)
a. NKJV translates the word for their garments as “coverings”; KJV translates it more precisely from the Hebrew translating the word “aprons”
b. Note that in spite of these coverings, they still felt naked – reason Adam hid himself
c. God not satisfied with their solution either (Gen. 3:21). Made garments more to His approval.
i. Different Hebrew word used here. This word is a garment meaning “coat” or “robe”
ii. Note: it is only after the Lord gave them these garments that it says that they were “clothed”

B. How to apply this to our lives - ought to ask ourselves:
1. Does God want his children to wear shorts, miniskirts, low-cut blouses or tight, revealing clothing?
2. We often point the finger at the ladies, but should Christian men be concerned about modest apparel as well?

C. It is shameful to expose body parts:
1. Exposure of body parts was shameful 
a. David’s Servants:
i. In 2 Sam. 10 – the king of Ammon died
ii. David sought to show kindness to his son, the newly reigning king of Ammon
iii.  David sent servants to Hanun as an act of sympathy for the loss of his father
iv. Hanun listened to the princes of the people who told him these men sent by David were surely spies seeking to retrieve information so David could overthrow the city.
v. (2 Sam. 10:4-5) They were sent away like this as an act of public humiliation. Today a few (especially young ladies) have chosen attire similar to this to be “in style.”
b. Babylonians:
i.  (Isa. 47:1-3) Again the Lord demonstrates that by removing their clothing it is an act of SHAMING the enemies of the Lord!
ii. The Lord determined to SHAME them. How? By EXPOSING THEIR BODY PARTS!
2. Paul
a. Insinuated that not all body parts should be revealed in public (1 Cor. 12:23-24a).
b. Some parts of the body are “less honorable”
c. Others are “unpresentable”
3. As Christians we must know that at some point we must draw the line
a. Some lines it is a shame to cross
b. So, where do we draw the line?
c. Would be appropriate to understand a basic principle -  why restrictions are laced upon man for appropriate dress…

II. Determining Appropriate Dress
A. I am not going to hand out a list of “approved” and “unapproved” clothing styles. To some extent this lies in the area of personal judgment.

B. On the other hand, God has spoken much more clearly than some would like to admit…
1. I fear that some Christians are rather adept at making excuses for what they wear in an attempt to justify what they wear:
a. “I may dress like that, but it’s not meant to be seductive or inappropriate.” 
i. If dress does not entice others, then someone explain to me how Victoria’s Secret has made their millions in the lingerie business!
ii. "Mini-clothes are symbolic of those girls who want to seduce a man..." - Mary Quant, London fashion designer and mother of the miniskirt
b. “If others can’t control their eyes, that’s not my fault!”
i. A Ship known as the Santa Maria was hijacked in 1967. The women on board, became concerned the rebels might have intentions for them, so they left off wearing "enticing clothing"; i.e., they stopped appearing in shorts and halter-tops, and quit swimming in the ship's pool.
ii. The fact of the matter is, provocative clothing excites the senses and most honest people can admit this!
c. “Everybody dresses like that.” – Is our culture or the Lord our standard for acceptable clothing?
d. “But it’s hot out.” – Again, is the Lord or the thermometer the determining factor for what we will wear? (By the way, people in the middle east wear full covering head to toe in the arid desert and survive!)
e. “It’s my choice.” – Romans 14:8b states, “whether we live or die, we are the Lord's.” If we are the Lord’s, then shouldn’t what we wear be guided by careful consideration of His words?
f. “But I ‘have to’ – its required for _________ (i.e. swimming, P.E., sports, etc.)” – Does God require you to participate in these activities?

III. Why Modest Dress?
A. The Christian is not to provide an opportunity for fleshly lusts (Rom. 13:13-14)
1. The way one dresses (or lack thereof) can, without doubt, excite fleshly lusts…
a. “No matter what the product, from shampoo to beer, the tactics are all the same. Get a beautiful person in there …The use of these models and how they are posed is actually a very precise art, starting with human biology and the nature of sex….On the cover of almost every magazine in the grocery store there is a gorgeous model or actor staring at you with that ever so seductive "come hither stare." – Heather Price http://serendip.brynmawr.edu/exchange/node/1872
b. "Sex is the second strongest of the psychological appeals, right behind self-preservation. Its strength is biological and instinctive, the genetic imperative of reproduction," - Richard F. Taflinger, PhD
c. So, get some attractive model to dress attractively sporting your product and Holla – sex sells! 
2. Young ladies – revealing more to be more attractive? 
a. "An astonishingly great number of men are of the opinion that women are more attractive partly dressed - than nude. They prefer to see women partially disrobed to the sight of complete nakedness." - Theodor Reik, Of Love And Lust 

B. When asking the question, “What should I wear” the answer should begin with. “What does God want me to wear?”
C. Jesus’ warning (Mat. 5:27-30)
1. Isn’t there a twofold responsibility here? 
2. The man has a responsibility to keep his mind pure (Phil. 4:8). Though lust s inexcusable for a man, if the woman encourages it by her appearance she shares in the guilt (Pr. 7:7, 10, 22-23)!
a. The attire one wears can reveal something about their character…
b. …speaks of the “attire of a harlot”
c. Note where it leads
3. If the clothing we wear could encourage the arousal of fleshly lusts, then we have clearly crossed the line!
a. Requires a willingness to admit that our clothing is inappropriate
b. Includes refraining from exercising liberties we have – do dress how we please…
c. (Mat. 22:36-39)
i. When asked what the greatest commandment was, Jesus mentioned two:
a.) Love for God
b.) Love for neighbor AS OURSELVES!
ii. I am sure we all want to go to Heaven. 
iii. If you desire that for yourself then you ought to desire it for your neighbor as well. 
iv. Someone who is thinking about their neighbor will think about the potential effects of that dress before putting it on (whether positive or negative).

IV. Clothing Consistent With Godliness
A. (1 Tim. 2:9-10)  “modest apparel”
1. Gk. meaning "Orderly, well arranged, decent, modest" (akin to kosmos, in its primary sense as "harmonious arrangement adornment"; cf. kosmikos, of the world, which is elated to kosmos in its secondary sense as the world) - Vine's
2. "The well-ordering is not of dress and demeanor only, but of the inner life, uttering in deed and expressing itself in the outward conversation" – Trench
3. In the context, this word applies not so much to brevity of clothing, but to gaudiness of clothing
4. Some clothing may not be revealing but it may draw attention to the body.
a. (Isa. 3:16-17) The Jews were behaving immodestly
b. Note: their immodest behavior here was not that they were naked but how they presented themselves – drawing attention to their bodies (outstretched necks, wanton eyes, walking provocatively and wearing bells on their ankles)
5. When thinking “modest” in terms of apparel, what would “modest” dress have been in Bible times and in a culture when people wore full-length robes?
6. Adorned “with propriety”:
a. Translated "shamefacedness" in the KJV
b. Reason so many dress as they do today is for lack of shame.
c. "a sense of shame, modesty, is used regarding the demeanor of women in the church" - Vine's
d. This word applies more to the issue of brevity of clothing.
e.  Can it be said that those who display their bodies so as to excite lust in others have the quality of "shamefacedness"?
7. Adorned With “Moderation”:
a. Translated "sobriety" in the KJV
b. "denotes soundness of mind" - Vine's
c. "it is that habitual inner self-government, with its constant rein on all the passions and desires, which would hinder the temptation to these from arising..." – Trench
d. Wont a sound mind take into consideration the affect one's apparel has on another?
8. "not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing" 
a. Excess, rather than actual adornment, is what is being condemned here
b. Outward adornment is not wrong absolutely, but in comparison to the adorning of the inner person by good works, it is to be of lower priority and lesser importance
9. "proper for women professing godliness"
a. Clothing that is fitting, seemly, suitable, becoming for women claiming to be reverent, pious

B. Peter taught the importance of modesty (1 Pet. 3:1-6):
1. Note it’s potential value (1 Pet. 3:1-2)
a. If good behavior by a wife can influence another for good…
b. Adversely bad behavior can influence one for the worse!
2. (1 Pet. 3:3-4) The focus of a Christian is not on the outer, but the inner person
3. Note who is most pleased with this adornment (1 Pet. 3:5-6) – Who we ought to be dressing to please!
4. When a person disregards the effect their apparel may have on another, can it be said they are adorned with a gentle and quiet spirit?

Conclusion:
1. As promised, I am not here to establish a list of specifically approved items, especially in light of warmer weather. God has not done so, therefore neither can I.
2. However, if our dress does not fit within the guidelines of the basic principles that should govern what we wear, we ought to change how we dress.
3. When considering what one should/should not wear ask yourself:
a. How will my dress affect others?
b. Does my appearance represent the definition of godliness and the principles found in the word of God?
4. Live as Paul encouraged us to live (Phil. 2:15)

Invitation:
1. To live a life that professes godliness is to live a life that obeys His will for you.
2. Among many other things, the Lord desires that you believe in His Son, Jesus, confess yourself to be a sinner, repent of your sins and wash them away in an act of obedient faith, committing to live your life for Him from this day forward.

Note: Special thanks to Mark Copeland for http://executableoutlines.com/moral/moral_13.htm. Several of the points made in this outline were borrowed from his.
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