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“Even the Taxman”
(Mat. 9:9-13; Mk. 2:13-17; Lk. 5:27-32)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, August 9, 2009

Scripture Reading: Mat. 9:9-13

Accompanying Song: # Come Sinner, Come

Purpose: To help us to see that the gospel is for all, not merely the more socially acceptable.

Introduction:
1. Overview of text:
a. Matthew, tax collector
i. Tax collectors: let us learn from the gospel written of a tax collector himself how people felt about him:
ii. Tax man not thought of so highly even as much in our day…nobody likes to pay taxes; audits rank among the greatest fears people have, among public speaking and death
iii. Tax collectors in Jesus’ day thought of as least of all people: bottom of social ladder
iv. Tax collector was a Jewish traitor…one willing to contract out and oppress his own people exacting taxes on behalf of the very government that oppressed them…the Roman government.
 (Matthew 5:46) "For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  (NKJV)

v. Thought of as exact opposite of the righteous:
(Luke 18:10) "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  (NKJV)

vi. Note whom they are often portrayed as associating with:
(Matthew 9:10) Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples.  (NKJV)

(Luke 7:34) "The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 'Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!'  (NKJV)

vii. Note how Jesus freely admits they were treated:
(Matthew 18:17) "And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.  (NKJV)


b. Jesus comes to eat with the tax collectors and sinners (Mat. 9:10) which is an unheard of thing for a teacher of the law. There is a feast at Matthew’s house (Mk. 2:15)
(Luke 5:29) Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house. And there were a great number of tax collectors and others who sat down with them.  (NKJV)

i. Notice the chain-reaction this causes…Matthew has found the Messiah…
ii. He immediately recognizes the need for his friends to find the Messiah as well…invites everyone over to see.
c. Pharisees: above all others (in their own mind) would never be caught eating with such riff-raff
i. Seeing Jesus associating with such, promoting Himself as a teacher of righteousness, would have been difficult for them to accept:
1. Pharisees strictly observed the traditions of the elders, especially when it came to ceremonial cleanliness 
(Mark 7:3) For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands in a special way, holding the tradition of the elders.  (NKJV)

2. They would have then seen Jesus as one who had defiled Himself by associating with such people
ii. “Pharisee” literally means “religious separate ones”
iii. Fact that they come to ask disciples of Jesus and not Jesus Himself indicates they have numbered Jesus Himself among the unworthy crowd…hardly worth addressing directly
iv. Jesus: feeling was mutual toward such people; notice statement – only one thing worse than a tax collector or harlot…a Pharisee.
(Matthew 21:31) "Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said to Him, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you.  (NKJV)

2. What can we learn from this story?

Body:
I. Who is a suitable prospect to teach the gospel to?
(Matthew 9:9) As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, "Follow Me." So he arose and followed Him.  (NKJV)

A. Mark adds that Jesus said He did not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance (Mk. 2:17)
B. Answer: Anyone who is a sinner
C. Why did Jesus, the pure and undefiled Son of God choose to associate with such a sorted bunch?
(Matthew 9:12) When Jesus heard that, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  (NKJV)

D. Ironically, this means that Jesus came for the Pharisees as well for all have sinned (Rom. 3:23) but just as a terminally ill patient who refuses to admit they are sick will die, the Pharisees stubbornly deny that they have need of this Jesus who eats with the sinners, tax collectors and harlots!
E. Turn normal thinking inside out
i. In spite of what most would have thought, Jesus saw in Matthew, a prospect for the kingdom; Matthew shows his worthyness and followed Jesus
ii. Often look at those on “skid-row” as least likely to accept the gospel
iii. Fact of matter is, most of these people, deep down, know their life is wrong, messed up
F. What does this confrontation teach us about those who are most likely to respond to the gospel…our friends and neighbors who are devout, religious, successful, well-respected…or the ungodly, irreligious, socially unacceptable?
G. Story helps us to learn about judging a book by it’s cover.

II. Are we reaching out to “sinners?”
A. If not, we have become like the Pharisees.
B. Jesus is calling all sinners, not just some sinners to repentance.
C. The fact that Jesus did this was a strong rebuke for what was missing in the lives of the Pharisees…
i. Content to feel righteous before God while all along feeling no concern for those caught up in sin whose souls might be eternally lost
(Matthew 9:13) "But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy and not sacrifice.' For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance."  (NKJV)

ii. Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6…tells them they have missed an important lesson in the law…go learn what it means when God said He desires mercy and not sacrifice.
(Hosea 6:6) For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.  (NKJV)

iii. Entire verse seems to indicate that Jesus was really saying they did not really know God! Sacrifice without mercy upon others means nothing to God.
iv. Their religious devotion to God lacked the mercy they needed. If they truly knew God and what He had done (and was aabout to do) for them they would have understood that true faith in God would also have included a concern for those lost in sins whose souls were in danger!
(James 2:12-13) So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.  (NKJV)

D. Are we reaching out for sinners?

III. Are We Prejudging Others?
A. Matthew, a man the Phariseees wouldn’t have given the time of day was called to follow by Christ and was used in His ministry, even blessed with the privelage of writing two books in the New Testament…Luke and Acts!
(James 2:1-9) My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality. For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, "You sit here in a good place," and say to the poor man, "You stand there," or, "Sit here at my footstool," have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts? Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called? If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you do well; but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors.  (NKJV)

B. We should ask ourselves…how do we treat the visitors we have? Do we suspect those less well-dressed? Do the thoughts run through your mind…are they here for money? 
C. What if they are? Is that not a possible indication that their lives are in even greater trouble and need the gospel all the more?
D. What if we had lived in the first century?
i. Would we have converted even Paul?
(1 Timothy 1:12-13) And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.  (NKJV)

ii. What if Paul were never converted?
iii. So far as we know, it would seem that few did more to promote the church than Paul did in the first century.
iv. Countless souls saved because of His conversion and he then, sharing the gospel of salvation with others
E. How quick are you to judge?
Several years ago there was a house near the entrance of our subdivision that kept their Christmas lights burning long after the season was past. They burned through January. Even through the first of February those outside lights burned every night. Finally, about the middle of February I became a bit critical and said, "If I were too lazy to take my Christmas lights down, I think I'd at least turn them off at night."
But about the middle of March there was a sign outside of their house that explained why they'd left the lights on. It said simply, "Welcome home, Jimmy." We learned that family had a son in Vietnam, and they had unashamedly left their Christmas lights on in anticipation of his return.

F. We need to see people not for what they are but for what they have the potential to become
i. Jesus named Peter a rock 
(John 1:40-42) One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is translated, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, "You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas" (which is translated, A Stone).  (NKJV)

ii. Peter did not seem much stronger than Judas, who was about to betray Jesus in this passage:
(Luke 22:31) And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat.  (NKJV)

iii. Not until years later that Peter lived up to his name:
(1 Peter 5:1) The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed:  (NKJV)


IV. Separation Vs. Isolation
A. We must be separate from the world
(2 Corinthians 6:14-17) Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people." Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you."  (NKJV)

i. We should not have fellowship with sin or deeds of darkness
ii. Cannot engage in wicked deeds of others
B. Must also not isolate ourselves:
(1 Corinthians 5:9-13) I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people. Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner--not even to eat with such a person. For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? But those who are outside God judges. Therefore "put away from yourselves the evil person."  (NKJV)


Conclusion:
1. Have we been evangelistic and calling all people as we should? Do we prefer to see some come into our assemblies above others?
2. If so, if Jesus did not discriminate, why should we?
3. x

Invitation:
1. Maybe you have lived a life you are not proud of.
2. The power of the gospel is able to take the sinner and turn them into productive workers for the Lord.
a. Matthew: from greed into a man who was not only a gracious host but a Christian who would no longer covet the things of this world.
b. Harlots: Women who were one chased by men now became chaste in behavior.
c. Sinners: people who once lived for themselves now found themselves living for the Lord.
3. Jesus came not for the righteous, but to call the sinner to repentance.
4. If that fits your description, then won’t you submit to the will of God today?
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