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“Moved By Compassion”
(Mat. 9:18-38; Mk. 5:21-43; Lk. 8:40-46)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, August 8, 2009

Scripture Reading: Lk. 8:40-46

Accompanying Song: 

Purpose: To help us to see that we should all be moved by compassion to do all that the Lord has commanded us to do.

Introduction:
1. Ruler of the synagogue comes to worship Jesus
2. His only daughter dies; asks Jesus to come and heal her…bring hher back to life
3. Jesus proceeds to follow the man; on the way a woman who has had a flow of blood interrupts their travel to the daughter.
4. Later, two blind me are healed 
5. Next, a mute man is made to speak
6. Let us read these and then consider what each had in common..

Body:
I. The Woman With a Flow of Blood (Mat. 9:20-22)
A. Why Did the Woman Approach Jesus As She Did? Notice her approach (Mt. 9:20): 
i. Comes from behind Jesus
ii. Did not touch Jesus directly
iii. Touches only the hem of His garment, hoping to go undetected
iv. Very embarrassing, sensitive issue for this woman…a flow of blood
1. Not obvious like a withered hand, blind eyes, or crippled legs…of a private in nature
 (Mark 5:25-26) Now a certain woman had a flow of blood for twelve years, and had suffered many things from many physicians. She had spent all that she had and was no better, but rather grew worse.  (NKJV)

2. She has endured a lot at the  hands of the physicians…struggled for twelve years (Mk. 5:25) relieved of any finances she had (Mk. 5:26)…everything the physicians had done had not made situation better, but worse..Jesus her only hope
3. Woman fearful because, being unclean she should not be touching a teacher in her unclean state… the Pharisees would never have permitted this. Would Jesus be the same? 
4. Additionally, other physical ailments did not make one unclean, yet this one did

(Leviticus 15:25-28) 'If a woman has a discharge of blood for many days, other than at the time of her customary impurity, or if it runs beyond her usual time of impurity, all the days of her unclean discharge shall be as the days of her customary impurity. She shall be unclean. 'Every bed on which she lies all the days of her discharge shall be to her as the bed of her impurity; and whatever she sits on shall be unclean, as the uncleanness of her impurity. 'Whoever touches those things shall be unclean; he shall wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until evening. 'But if she is cleansed of her discharge, then she shall count for herself seven days, and after that she shall be clean.  (NKJV)

5. Unclean – meant not allowed to be in most social circles (temple, etc.)
6. Jesus could understand this…His purity of utmost importance (if He did not keep Himself pure, He could not take away the sins of the world); additionally, He had been away from the presence of His Father in Heaven, do doubt missed His home

B. The Woman Expected to Slip Away Undetected
i. Jesus turns:	
ii. Christ, testing the woman, asks “Who touched my clothes?” (Mk. 5:30). Luke’s account (Lk. 8:45) shows the question to be asked twice. The first time Jesus asked, all of the people denied it. Finally, the woman falls down before Him trembling and confesses before the crowd that it was her. 
iii. Nothing escapes the knowledge of God
1. The woman had a physical illness that she would not admit to the Lord. What about you? Do you have a spiritual illness that you need healed, yet have been silent toward the Lord about it?
2. When the woman finally confesses what had happened, Christ responds, “Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in peace.” (Lk. 8:38)
3. Christ knows our every weakness, even the troubles we find it too hard to mention to Him. He knows them. Why not admit them? Christ has mercy on those honest of heart.

II. The Daughter of Jarius,  Ruler of the Syangogue (Lk. 8:40-42; 49-56)
A. Remember, this was the only daughter that Jarius had.
(Luke 8:42) for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying. But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him.  (NKJV)

B. Jarius had been “first in line,” before the woman
i. Though it is obvious he had faith (came to Jesus asking for help) one can imagine the human side of this…
1. “Please walk faster…my daughter is in grave danger…,” he must think.
2. “Why are we stopping to help this woman? She is healed! Come, we must go now!”
3. The delays of this story make the miracle all the greater
ii. One must question this Jarius…
1. Where was he before this…was he a follower of Jesus before his daughter became ill?
2. If so, why did he wait so long to ask for help?
3. Could it be that he was once who opposed Jesus but inwardly could not deny the signs and wonders that Jesus did?
4. He waited as long as he could (too long by human standards). What kept him away? Foolish pride? Lack of faith? Maybe had not heard of Jesus yet?
5. Illness and death seem so serious to us as fleshly beings. They are no challenge for God. Jesus seems to be taking his time getting there…detained by the incident with the woman.
6. One must wonder, is God using the illness of his daughter to reach Jarius?
a. Before, unwilling to admit the obvious…
b. Now humbled, willing to come, bow down and worship the Savior?
c. Some, stubbornly refuse to turn to God, He gains their attention when tragedy strikes our heart; even the ungodly find God, pray, contemplate the temporality of life during such times; never go to hear preacher in church but will see him at a funeral. One day you will get a front row seat at a funeral in a horizontal position. Will you listen to God before then?
C. Jarius hears the news, “someone came from the ruler of the synagogue's house, saying to him, ‘Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.’” (Lk. 8:49)
i. Imagine the horror for Jarius…”If only I had come sooner…” “Why, oh why, did I wait?” He must be thinking.
ii. Jesus, seeing their fear, comforts them, telling them not to be afraid, but believe and she will be made well…(the crowd ridicules in disbelief).
D. Jesus enters the house with Peter, James, John, Jarius and his wife…
i. He takes the little girl by the hand, says, “Little girl, arise.” 
ii. The girl’s spirit immediately returns.
iii. He warns the parents to tell no one.
iv. After he departs, the news about him spread throughout the country (Mat. 9:31).
E. What about God working in your life today?
i. Do we claim to be Christians of great faith, yet inwardly are like those who mocked our Lord?
ii. Do we do so by quietly believing that our prayers never go higher than the ceiling or that God is not working in our lives?
iii. If we are dead spiritually, would we allow the Lord to take us by the hand, so that we might live once again?

III. Those Once Blind Now See (Mat. 9:27-31)
A. After leaving the house of Jarius, two blind men follow Jesus, crying out for Him to help them. Imagine the scene…
B. Blind men…stumbling clumsily along…dangerous…almost hopeless.
C. Jesus does not turn and come to them (is He testing their faith)
D. Jesus stipulates the effectiveness of the miracle…”According to your faith let it be to you.” (Mat. 9:29)
E. The fact that they received their sight shows that they had received their sight demonstrates they they had they needed to have.
F. These men could see long before their eyes were healed…they saw that Jesus was the Son of David (their Messiah).
G. How did they learn about Jesus? How did they know of the great signs and wonders He had done? They hear it through others?
H. Do we have compassion upon the (spiritually) blind?
i. Many are lost in the world…wandering around helplessly just like these men must have, groping for Christ.
ii. We have the opportunity to help them to see…will you give them sight? 

IV. The Mute Made To Speak (Mat. 9:32-34)
A. After the blind are made to see this mute man healed
B. Unable to speak because the power of the demon over him
C. Still wicked forces influencing men today
D. Though this passage is apparently there as merely another testament to teach us about the power of Christ and the confirmation of who he claimed to be, maybe there is a lesson that is true that might be mentioned here…
E. Today, men do the will of the devil without demon possession. How? They willingly refuse to speak! We need not become false teachers to lead people to hell…
F. We merely need to remain silent!
i. Silent about false beliefs they may have…
ii. Silent about a false sense of security they might have based upon a false belief…
iii. Silent about the importance of being obedient to the Lord before it is eternally too late!
iv. Might I suggest that the sin of silence has mislead more people than any false teacher!

V. What moved Jesus in each of these passages? (Matthew 9:35-36)
A. Notice what each of these cases in chapter nine had in common…
B. Notice verse twenty-six. He was moved by compassion!
C. Jesus understands why women with a flow of blood would rather be healed privately
D. Jesus was compelled by the broken spirit of a Father…Jesus has a Father who will suffer the loss of an only child as well.
E. Jesus had empathy for these two blind men.
(John 9:39) And Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind."  (NKJV)
 
a. And Jesus, the great teacher, can imagine what it would be like to be unable to communicate with others…oh, how important communication is to his ministry! The mute…Jesus has compassion upon Him because this man cannot help his condition…faith is impossible in his case. He is in such a poor condition that he cannot plead for help.
F. Shortest passage in Bible Jn. 11:35 “Jesus  wept.” Why? Jesus knew what these people were going through…He could relate to them and had compassion upon them.

Conclusion:
1. Are we moved by compassion?
a. What is your motivation for doing what you do?
b. Do we help others who sincerely deserve it because it is our duty to fulfill the requirements of being a Christian…or because we care about others?
c. When others are spiritually weak (maybe you notice they are not doing something or have the right attitude about something as a Christian) are you critical and angry with them…or do you pity them and try to lovingly reach out to them to help them to see where they are wrong?
d. Do you visit others, in their distress, or is that what we hired the preacher to do?
e. Are you moved to share your faith with others out of compassion for their soul or would someone need to be on their deathbed before you might talk to them?
2. Are we moved by compassion? If not, then we are not Christ-like.

Invitation:
2. Christ had so much compassion for you that He came, suffered, bled and died for you…
3. Notice each of these cases we spoke to today…
a. Jarius had faith in Jesus…”came and worshiped” (Mat. 9:18)
b. The woman with a few of blood…”your faith has made you well”
c. The two blind men…”according to your faith let it be to you” and they were healed.
4. Do you have faith?
a. Do you have faith like the Etheopian eunuch?
(Acts 8:36-37) Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?" Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."  (NKJV)

b. Those without faith…who reject the gospel message will refuse this:
(Acts 2:41) Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.  (NKJV)

c. Those who did not receive his word were not. Will you gladly receive the words of the gospel? If so, then we would bid you to follow the example set before us by the first-century Christians!
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