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“Do not be afraid, only believe!”
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Introduction:
1. Illust. Charles E. Boles
a. Many types of weapons in the world; some more effective than others; stagecoach robber of N. California found the most effective of all.
b. Charles E. Boles; lived in San Fransisco; gentleman; few would guess him as infamous Black Bart (Opening Slide)
c. Robberies began on July 26, 1875 on a Mtn. pass in N. California
d. Wells Fargo stage coach stopped by a man w/head covered in flour sack sporting double-barrel 12-gage shotgun
e. When Bart asked the man to “please throw down the safe box” the driver started to reach for his rifle. At that moment Bart called out, “If he dares shoot, kill him boys.”
f. The driver looked around and saw six more rifles pointed at him from behind six boulders
g. The bandit would go on to rob 26 other Wells Fargo stagecoaches, stealing a total of $18,000!
h. Eventually, Bart chose the wrong stage to rob. A stage coach driver had dropped off one of its passengers who was intent on deer hunting in the woods. Shortly behind the stage was the Wells Fargo coach. Bart robbed the coach and told the driver to walk down the road and not stop until he gad gone a mile. The driver started down the road, met the armed deer hunter who was able to shoot Black Bart through the hand from a distance. Bart fled, but was later captured.
i. When taken into custody a few things were learned about Black Bart:
i. He had always worked alone. The supposed armed rifle-bearing partners of Bart behind the boulders were actually sticks, but that was not learned until after the driver had given Bart the safe box and was long gone.
ii. In fact, Bart’s gun itself had never been loaded in all the robberies! 

2. We all face fears in life and every one of them can be used against us to stop us from doing things that would help us. Like the stage drivers in Black Bart’s story, we act, according to what we are afraid of.

3. I would doubt that there is anything that can be said or done to remove all fear from our lives. The key then, is to learn to fear the right things.

4. As I share a story with you today, see if you can notice how many times fear motivates people both the right way and in the wrong way…

Body: 
I. “Do not be afraid, only believe.” (Mat. 9:18-26; Mk. 5:21-43; Lk. 8:40-56)
A. Summary:
1. Jesus has been across the sea of Galilee, had encountered a man among the Gadarenes who was demon possessed.
a. Several demons: they called themselves “legion” for there were so many
b. When this wild man, who had been possessed for so long, running naked through the tombs is now healed, the people see this and are fearful; ask Jesus to leave.
2. Crowd has surrounded Jesus.
3. Ruler of the synagogue, Jarius (ee-ah'-i-ros), comes and falls at the feet of Jesus, begging and worshipping Him; his little 12 year-old daughter is at the point of death; pleads with Jesus to come w/him, lay His hand on her so she will live; Jesus agrees
4. In route, Jesus is interrupted by a woman who has had a flow of blood for 12 yrs. 
a. Mk. tells us that she has suffered many things at the hand of the doctors and had been made worse, rather than better by their care.
b. She has further exhausted her financial resources in pursuit of a cure.
5. Mk. tells us that when the woman hears about Jesus, (possibly that Jesus was going to raise a girl from the dead) she follows Jesus closely from behind and touches the hem of Jesus’ garment to be healed.
6. Jesus feels that power had gone out from Him, He turns around and confronts the woman:
a. The woman feared Jesus and confessed what she had done (Mk. 5:33)
b. He tells her to be of good cheer because her faith has made her well.
7. In the midst of this, Jarius (ee-ah'-i-ros) receives word that it has been confirmed that his little girl is dead.
a. Jarius (ee-ah'-i-ros) is essentially told there is nothing that can be done (Mk. 5:35)
b. One can empathise with the feelings that must have gone through Jarius’ (ee-ah'-i-ros) heart at that moment: terror of the reality setting in that his baby girl was gone. 
c. When Jesus heard the discouraging news He made this memorable statement (Mk. 5:36)
8. As Jesus, arrives at the house of Jarius (ee-ah'-i-ros), mourners are all around. Professional mourners would assemble even at the death of the poorest of those among the Jews. This would certainly happen in the case of a prominent man like Jarius, ruler of a synagogue. Mourners would assemble rapidly because of the rapid nature that the body would decompose in the climate in Palistine. They have assembled even before Jarius has received the news about the death of his daughter and returned with Jesus.
9. Jesus tells them not to mourn, for the girl is merely sleeping but not dead. The mourners ridicule Him.
10. The crowd is sent outside and Jesus calls to the girl, Talitha, cumi (cumee) which is to say, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.”takes her by the hand and the girl raises from the bed, alive and well.

B. Comparison of the woman with the flow of blood and Jarius (ee-ah'-i-ros); Similarities between stories are striking; does not seem coincidental:
1. Woman has had this bleeding problem for as long as the little girl had been alive (12 yrs.)

2. Fear consumed both of them: Jarius, fearful of losing his daughter, the woman feared to approach Jesus directly, came “from behind” and fell down before Him in fear, trembling when discovered

3. Both were dealing with loss: Jarius with the loss of his daughter, the woman with the loss of her health

4. Both in a spirit of desperation and needed help:
a. So  desperate that each of them are brought to their knees
b. Jarius: (speculation) but why did it take him so long to come to ask Jesus for help?
i. In Jarius’ defence:
a.) Not told how long daughter had been sick or even nature of her illness (may have come upon her very suddenly and thus Jariius came as soon as he could)
b.) Jesus has just arrived to the area. Jarius may have not been able to locate/contact Jesus until now
ii. Also possible that Jarius was not going to go to Jesus for fear of others (Jn. 12:42)
c. The woman: has exhausted her finances and has seen every doctor she could; even subjected herself to great suffering for a cure and found none

5. Both may have feared refusal from Jesus act of begging for mercy
a. Both fall to before Him
b. Jesus may have refused because both were cases where the subject was unclean
i. Dead body made one unclean (Num. 19:11)
ii. Flow of blood made woman unclean (Lev. 15:19-28)

6. Jesus tells both the woman and Jarius that faith is the answer to their troubles (Mk. 5:34, 36)

II. Wrong Fears
A. Lesson, thrust of our story seems to be that we need not suffer from fear if we believe (Mk. 5:36)
1. The Woman:
a. Difficult issue to approach Jesus about:
b. Suffered fear of asking Jesus for what she needed (her problem: embarrassing (not an issue for a woman, especially in that area to speak about with a man; emotional, social as she was unclean and could have no contact w/others 
i. Keener again refers to Mishna Toharot , the Jewish civil and religious law, forming the first part of the Talmud 5:8 that was even more severe than the laws in Leviticus. So much so, that many teachers avoided touching women altogether lest they become accidentally unclean.
a.) Thus this woman could neither touch or be touched
b.) Women in this era did not continue in education or gain public employment as they do today. Young girls married in their pre-teen or early teenage years. Young women looked to this as the most joyous time of their lives. This woman may not have ever found that joy.
c.) Lonely existence for any person
d.) Keener speculates that she was probably either divorced or had never even married because of her condition.
e.) She would have been very marginal in Jewish society.
c. She is aware that Jesus was going to house of Jarius to touch the little girl and make her well
d. Religious issue as well – both she and anyone having any contact with her would make them both unclean 7 days. She may doubt that Jesus would even have anything to do with her in her condition. He is a religious man and would not wish to contact anyone who might make him unclean and prevent him from being involved in temple activities.
e. Her condition would have rendered her as one with the lowest social status and exiled from participation in ceremonial activities within the temple.
f. Keener speculates that the ailment probably started around puberty factoring in that the average life expectancy was 40 years and she had had this problem for 12.
g. Why was the woman cured? Because she overcame all of these fears and believed.

2. Jarius
a. Having just received the news of his daughter’s death, Jesus encourages him  saying, “Do not be afraid, only believe.”
b. We can empathize with how he must have felt – fear, terror of losing his daughter. Yet Jarius will come to understand that fear is unnecessary and even irrational if we exercise faith as we ought to.

B. Just like those who feared the Black Bart who was both unarmed and alone, sometimes our fears are not focused on the right things.

C. Think about how many things that we fear unnecessarily if we would just believe…
1. Fear of evangelism:
a. May be other reasons:  spiritual weakness or apathy
b. Often times it is fear – we fail to do as we ought to because we are motivated (in the wrong direction) by fear…
c. Why don’t we share our faith with others?
i. Fear of persecution?
ii. Fear of losing some reputation we guard?
iii. Fear of not knowing what to say?
iv. Fear of not knowing how to react?
v. Our fear does not negate our command?
a.) Who is Peter writing to (1 Pet 1:1-2)?  
b.) What does he tell them to do (1 Peter 3:15)?
d. People fear evangelizing because they fear the consequences from men rather than relying upon their faith in God!
e. Must be cautious not to make excuses for ourselves to not evangelize.

2. Some fear speaking the truth in love - do not want preacher preaching about controversial topics lest we offend someone let alone involve themselves in such conversations

3. Some fear obeying the gospel: May fear what others will think of them if they start thinking, believing and behaving differently – young people need our prayers as they feel these pressures in school daily

4. Would we fear death, if we would only believe? Paul did not. Too long for death or not to was a difficult choice for Paul to make (Phil. 1:21-23). If we had faith and believed death would not seem to be an enemy that cannot be defeated. Some dread death, not prepared for the judgment.

5. Rom. 10:17 tells us that faith comes by hearing
a. Some fail to read/study Bibles as they should
b. When hard times come, people wonder why their faith fails. They lack understanding for lack of study.

6. A few fear because deep inside, they doubt the power and faithfulness of the Lord.
a. Gideon (Jgs. 6:13-16)
b. Martha, Lazarus’ sister (Jn. 11:39-40)
c. Disciples (Jn. 20:25) hiding behind closed doors

7. Notice that in each of these cases, people fear, because they are focused on the wrong things.
a. Lack of faith
b. Lacked believing that God will be faithful to His followers
c. Lacked faith that God could deliver them from their predicament

D. Being a follower of the Lord - no guarantee that times will not be difficult
1. In fact, just the opposite – often read of stories in Bible where Lord’s people are in midst of trouble
2. It is also in the midst of these troubles that the glory of the Lord shines and He is able to prove to us that He will see us through and deliver us

Conclusion:
1. What are we to do, then? Unlikely that we will remove all fear from our minds in every situation.

2. Good fears and the bad fears; we must grow to learn to fear the right things

3. Fear of sin (Job. 23:6); Should be fearful not to obey God’s commands: 
3. (Ac. 9:31) Fear of God is not equal to terror of the consequences of disobedience (we do not obey for fear of being punished)
4. Proper fear of the Lord is feeling horrified at the thought that you have strayed so far from Him that you would no longer obey Him; the thought that you could not imagine yourself in a state of spiritual decline to the point that you would not hunger to serve the Lord because it would mean that you are spiritually dead! (Horror for frightful spiritual condition of self). When you develop this type of fear, you will not struggle so greatly with the fear of the world and those who are part of it.

Invitation:
1. Some never obey the gospel out of fear:
a. Fear of the changes that must take place once one becomes a Christian…
b. …fear of what others might say or some other fear

2.  Lay those fears at the footstool of the Lord and come to Him today. Obey His commands…
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