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“Leaving the Lord”
(Mat. 8:28-; Mk. 5:1-20; Lk. 8:26-39)

Date(s) & Places Given:

Scripture Reading:

Accompanying Song: 

Purpose:

Introduction:
1. Illust.
a. In the beginning Jon was a devoted Christian
i. Excited
ii. Wanted to be involved
iii. Talked about spiritual things
iv. Could see him growing spiritually
b. As weeks and months rolled by something subtle, unexplainable happened without warning; hardly noticeable at first.
c. John began to lose his zeal.
i. At first desire to be involved grew to “I’ll do it if I am asked.”
ii. Whether or not he was actively a part of things and working on his own did not seem to matter to him any more
iii. He no longer carried on conversations about spiritual things
iv. He spoke about prayer and Bible study but secretly knew it was not part of his daily life
v. He felt dead inside spiritually
vi. Though he still attended worship services regularly he felt dead inside
vii. Part of him wanted to blame the boring lessons the preacher presented
viii. Another part of him wanted to say: “The congregation there is dead. They don’t edify me.”
ix. Truth be known, should he be honest, he knew it was him.
x. You see, Jon was not part of the solution, he was adding to the problem.
d. John had left the Lord.

2. Mk. 5:1-20 six groups in this passage leave the Lord (for different reasons); which condition would you leave Him in?

Body:

I. The Demons left the Lord
A. Demons left for fear – knew their impending doom
B. Mat. 8:29 “…what have we to do with you…” (opposites)
C. Mat. 8:30 got as far away as possible
D. Mat. 8:31 
i. Would rather be with swine
ii. Swine unclean animal under Jewish law
iii. Went into to be in something they knew Jesus would have nothing to do with
iv. Fearful Jesus would destroy them:
(Luke 8:31) And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss.  (NKJV)

v. Abyss: bottomless pit; place reserved for Satan and demons; thought Jesus was coming to send them there early
E. Lot of people like those demons still to this day – want nothing to do with the Son of God
i. Would rather surround themselves with a dirty, unclean, filthy animal than with Jesus or anyone like him
ii. Lot of sin-soaked dirty, defiled and unclean people today one could hang out with
iii. Disappoints and concerns me:
1. People who come to church worship but have no interest in socializing outside of services
2. Some would forsake the assemblies to attend a ball game, scout outing or family reunion rather than worship their Lord
3. Bothers me – I wonder if our priorities are right when we would rather associate with the swine (people who have no interest in spiritual things) than the saints

II. The swine farmers
A. Didn’t even stick around to see what it was all about – ran away.
B. People still like this today – want no part of religious conversation
i. Some even in the church like that
ii. Don’t talk to me about the Bible, just let me arm my pew so I can have a place to feel like I am obedient to the Lord until my day comes to depart from this world (then at least the preacher will have some good things he can say about me when I am gone.)
iii. Are you like the swine farmers?
1. Know you could do more for the Lord, should do more but don’t?
2. Every time the sermon applies to you do you close your mind to the message?
3. Are their hearts in the audience being pricked but close their minds to keep from facing the truth?
iv. How long will you keep running from the Lord?

III. The Gergesenes Wanted the Lord to Leave
A. “Those who kept them fled…” (the hog farmers)
B. Instead of amazement and awe they feared.
C. People from city came out to meet Jesus, not to learn about Him and source of His power, but to beg him to leave. Why?
i. Fear?
ii. Upset at the loss of swine he had cost them (Mk. 5 records almost 2000 swine – some farmer lost great deal of profit)?
D. Note attitudes:
i. “Get out of here.”
ii. Were afraid of the man when he had demons and were still fearful when they now see him sitting, clothed and in his right mind (Mk. 5:16)
iii. Where are the demon-possessed men? Why does no one rejoice for them?
E. Some people still exist like this to this day; not sure what Jesus is or what Christianity is all about, but they want nothing to do with it. Death is frightening transition for such people…this life is all they have!
i. The person who shuts down, refuses to talk about “religion”
ii. The one who tells you that the Bible cannot be true (though they have taken no time to examine it carefully for themselves)
iii. The atheist who is willfully blind, denying the evidence of a creator, grand architect over the universe

IV. The Swine Left the Lord
A. Reminder to us all that Jesus is Lord of all; all creation in His control
B. Though permitted to go into swine, even demons had to ask permission from the Lord to enter the swine
C. Demons realize day coming when they will be punished for their wickedness Mat. 8:29 “…Have you come here to torment us before the time?”
D. Reminds us that no matter who we are, the day will come when all, both the righteous and the wicked will submit to their Lord!
(Romans 14:11-12) For it is written: "As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God." So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.  (NKJV)

Conclusion:
1. The Demon-possessed men left the Lord.
a. Two men in Mat. 8; we are only told exact details of the demon exorcism of one of the men – in Mark’s account.
i. Untamable by any – until tamed at the very sight of Christ
ii. Living in the tombs; land of the dead
iii. Many demons possessed him “Legion” meaning 1000 (figurative meaning many or lit. 1000 we do not know)
iv. Frightening – Jesus lets man approach yet so strong others have attempted to bind him with shackles only to have him break free
v. Wild man; unclothed; howling in the day and dark of night; full of marks (scarred) where he had cut himself; man must have been a sight, like local legend of monster (werewolf) 
2. All but one wanted to get away from the Lord
a. Although the swine feeders had fled the Lord…
b. The Gergesenes wanted the Lord to leave…
c. The other demon possessed man had apparently left…
d. …and even the swine had left the Lord.
e. Yet one demon possessed man wanted to follow the Lord.
i. He understood who Jesus was and what he had done
(Luke 7:47) "Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little."  (NKJV)

ii. Man who had the Legion was so grateful because so much had been done for him.
iii. So, how was He told to repay the kindness?
(Mark 5:19) However, Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, "Go home to your friends, and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on you."  (NKJV)

iv. Those truly converted tell others:
(Mark 5:20) And he departed and began to proclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done for him; and all marveled.  (NKJV)

Invitation:
1. So, which condition will you leave the Lord this day
a. Like the first demon possessed man – never to be heard from again?
b. Like the demons: wanted no part of Jesus; would rather live wickedly.
c. Like the Gergesenes: did not know Jesus and did not want to know about Him – begged him to leave!
d.  Like the swine – will you wait until that fateful day when Jesus, Lord over all creation will forcefully command you to obey
(Luke 13:27) "But He will say, 'I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.'  (NKJV)

e. Or will you be like the man freed of the demons that weighed him down who left, freed from oppression by Jesus.
2. If you have never submitted, obeyed His commands to believe in him, repent of your sins, confess him as your Lord before men and to be baptized for the remission of sins to live your life right in the eyes of God thereafter.
	
		Page  of 

