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“A Savior In a Storm” [2]
(Mat. 8:23-27; Mk. 4:35-41; Lk. 8:22-25)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, 

Scripture Reading:

Accompanying Song: 

Purpose:

Introduction:
1. What do you do when it seems all hope is lost? To whom do you turn? What happens when you pray for deliverance and yet things seem to just become worse and worse?
2. Title (Sea Turtle) Slide
3. Illust:
a. Once a woman who lived by the beach.
b. Walking along beach; Came upon sea turtle.
c. It was time of year when great sea turtles would come into shore, bury their eggs and then return to sea.
d. She watched quietly, not wanting to disturb mother.
e. Returned to spot the following day to find the tracks of the mother…headed in wrong direction
f. In darkness of night turtle had become disoriented and had wandered up the sand dunes
g. By the time the woman had found the turtle the sand was as hot as asphalt and turtle nearly baked to death
h. Turtle too large to move on her own, so she called wildlife management
i. Officer arrived; flipped turtle over on its back and wrapped log chain to its legs
j. Jerked turtle so fast that its head/open mouth buried in sand as it was drug along
k. Nearly lifeless turtle by time turtle reached beach
l. Finally waves came up, washed sand off of turtle and slowly life returned
m. Turtle gained strength to return to sea to live another day
n. Trials of life can be like this
o. Events happen and you are not sure if things that are happening are merely a test to make us stronger or if they are going to kill you.
4. Apostles experienced something similar
5. Read Mat. 8:23-27
6. In former lesson we spoke about three people who wanted to follow Jesus; We noticed three things necessary to follow Him: [3]
a. Giving up this world as your home 
b. Giving Up Ties to Those Conformed to this world
c. Giving Up Worldly Ambitions
7. Today we see what happens when your whole world seems like it is crashing apart and there is nothing that will help, it then becomes clear to look for your savior in the storm.
8. What got these men into this predicament in the first place? They would not have been there if they were not following Christ.

Body:
I. Storms of life will come to those who follow Christ. [4]
A. Recall who some of these men are: seasoned, professional fishermen
i. Able to read the weather
ii. Been in storms before, no doubt
iii. Storm seems to have caught them completely off guard
iv. Worst troubles in life often those least expected; sweep rug out from under our feet
B. Seems like storm has gone on for some time before they turn to Christ for help
C. What is often our first reaction when trouble enters our lives?
i. Try to fix ourselves
ii. Not until we have run out of options do we cry out to Lord for help
iii. Ought to be exact opposite!

(Matthew 6:8) "Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.  (NKJV) [5]

iv. In action
(Numbers 11:4) Now the mixed multitude who were among them yielded to intense craving; so the children of Israel also wept again and said: "Who will give us meat to eat?  (NKJV) [6]

(Numbers 11:19-20) 'You shall eat, not one day, nor two days, nor five days, nor ten days, nor twenty days, 'but for a whole month, until it comes out of your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you, because you have despised the LORD who is among you, and have wept before Him, saying, "Why did we ever come up out of Egypt?"'"  (NKJV) [7]

(Numbers 11:31-32) Now a wind went out from the LORD, and it brought quail from the sea and left them fluttering near the camp, about a day's journey on this side and about a day's journey on the other side, all around the camp, and about two cubits above the surface of the ground. And the people stayed up all that day, all night, and all the next day, and gathered the quail (he who gathered least gathered ten homers); and they spread them out for themselves all around the camp.  (NKJV) [8]

v. Where did these quail come from?
1. Miracle? Possibly.
2. Lord likely had forknowledge these quail would be needed to quiet the complaints of the children of Israel.
3. God was preparing months, possibly even years beforehand to fulfill requests of his children!
4. “…Your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.” [9]

D. Sometimes God is simply waiting…sleeping in the bow of the boat, waiting for you to ask the only one that surely can help!

II. (Mt. 8:25) When the  Storms Come, It May Seem Like We Are Perishing [10]
(Matthew 8:25) Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying, "Lord, save us! We are perishing!"  (NKJV) [11]

A. When things go wrong, how do you feel?
i. Disciples not unlike many still today:
(Mark 4:38) But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, "Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?"  (NKJV) [12]


ii. When things go wrong, many feel that God must not care.
1. Why does God allow good people to suffer?
2. Why do good things happen to bad people? (Some prosper more than us!)
3. Why do our loved ones have to die?
4. Why me? Why not me?
iii. Sometimes sufferings come for a greater purpose we may not initially and sometimes may never fully understand.


(James 5:10) My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience.  (NKJV) [13]
1. To serve as an example before others (others are watching!)
a.  In action: it convinced the centurion!
(Matthew 27:54) So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, "Truly this was the Son of God!"  (NKJV) [14]
 

 (Jude 1:7) as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.  (NKJV) [15]
2. May be for wrongdoing; be made an example out of


 (Hebrews 2:9) But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.  (NKJV) [16]
3. It may be to save us. (Remember, Jesus most undeserving of all had to suffer, yet the greatest good came because of it.)

B. When storm came along, the disciples (Lk. 8:23) felt like they were in “jeopardy”
C. The point is this: Storms of life may make us feel like we are perishing but we ought to remember the one who can save us is just a prayer away.

III. Christ: Our Example of True Faith [17]
A. Christ understood God is in control
B. Do best we can
C. Be content with His will
D. Storms of life help us to appreciate the calm
E. Disciples should have recognized Christ as Messiah
i. He did not come to earth to perish drowning at sea
ii. Came to die for sins of world!
iii. Prophesied
iv. God’s prophecies cannot fail
v. Thus they, so long as with Christ, were safe
F. So long as you are with Christ, still today you are safe!
G. Do not lose sight of bigger picture
i. Why Jesus could be calm?
ii. Mere human, with fears like rest of us; dreaded pain of death to come as He prayed in garden
iii. Yet Christ knew bigger picture: those with right relationship with Father have only greater life to look forward to should we perish!
 (Matthew 8:24) And suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was covered with the waves. But He was asleep.  (NKJV) [18]

H. Proper understanding leads to stronger faith - will allow you to sleep peacefully, though the storms blow

IV. With Christ: A Great Calm [19]
(Mark 4:36) Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him.  (NKJV) [20 ]

A. Other boats traveling with them
B. They were with Christ; they enjoyed same calm as well
C. Those with Christ will enjoy the same calm in the storms of life!



Conclusion:
1. What will your reaction be the next time the storms of life come your way?
a. Will first reaction be to fix it yourself? Raise enough money, seek professional help; see doctor; ask therapist? Consultant?
b. Or will you turn to God who knows what you need even before you ask?
(Matthew 8:25-27) Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying, "Lord, save us! We are perishing!" But He said to them, "Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?" Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. So the men marveled, saying, "Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?"  (NKJV)

2. It wasn’t until the disciples came to Jesus and asked Him to save them that the storms of life were calmed!
3. Have you been struggling with something all alone?
4. Oh, ye of little faith, won’t you tell it to the Lord? He can calm your storm and see you through!

Invitation:
1. If you have never believed, repented, confessed and were baptized for the remission of your sins, you are in the midst of a storm and may not realize it.
2. Your small boat is rapidly filling with water as this life comes closer and closer to its end and the time when Christ will return approaches.
3. When that final day of your life is here your boat will be gone and you will perish at sea if you do not put on the only life preserver that can save you!

(Galatians 3:27) For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  (NKJV) [21]
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