Mat8_18-2Lk9_57-62HaveUCountedCost

“Have You Counted the Cost?”
(Mt. 8:18-22; Lk. 9:57-62)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, June 28, 2009

Scripture Reading: Lk. 14:28-33

Accompanying Song: #361 This World is Not My Home; Invitation: #480 Have you Counted the Cost

Purpose: To inspire others to be willing to pay the cost of becoming a disciple of Christ.

Introduction:
1. Background:
a. Entering year of Jesus’ popularity
b. (Mk. 1:21-28)
i. V. 22 Taught not as one having authority, not as scribes
ii. V. 23-25 Silencing and exercising control over unclean spirits in synagogue on Sabbath
iii. Imagine Jesus as teacher
1. Like well-known gospel preacher whom people love to hear speak
2. Expecting to hear good lesson, learn but not unlike what others would do
iv. V. 27 People see something noticeably strikingly different about this teacher
1. What is this
2. New doctrine
3. With authority
a. Great speaking ability of Jesus
b. Knew hearts – could speak to questions that arose in their mind
c. Did not teach as scribe – no doubt in his voice when challenged about his answers; had an answer for every question that was so solid and sure his challengers often disappeared into shadows
c. (Mt. 8:14-17) Healing and casting out demons; power over body and spirits! Miracles served a purpose:
i. Not to entertain as a magician
ii. Not merely because Jesus had compassion on the sick and the mourning
iii. One thing to teach what one believes to be the truth; another to demonstrate one’s authority to that claim of truth through miracles
2.  (Mk. 8:32-34) Word spreads so far that “the whole city was gathered together at the door”
3. (Mat. 8:18) Jesus decides to depart from this area and three people are either asked to follow or ask to come along themselves
a. Things are still no different today
b. World full of people who want to go where Jesus has gone (Heaven)
c. The question: Are you willing to pay the cost of discipleship?
d. Three things Jesus mentions to these individuals if they are willing to follow Him:

Body:
I. (Lk. 9:57, 58) The Cost of Discipleship: Giving Up This World as Your Home
A. Person #1 (Scribe): “I will follow You wherever You go.”
B. Jesus: “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”
C. Jesus was telling the scribe: “If you want to follow me, you must accept that this world is not your permanent place of dwelling.”
D. People often distracted by thinking of this world
i. Spend our lives buying homes
ii. Fixing them up
iii. Planning for retirement
iv. Building businesses
v. Climbing ladder of success
E. Often such ambitions come with a price
i. Our “irons in the fire” begins to cause us to focus more upon the irons rather than our spiritual growth
ii. We begin to lose sight of those things which are most important in life.

SATAN'S DEADLIEST STRATEGY
  
Satan called a worldwide convention of demons. In his opening address, he said,
 
"We can't keep Christians from going to church."

"We can't keep them from reading their bibles and knowing the truth."

 "We can't even keep them forming an intimate relationship with their savior."

 "Once they gain that connection with Jesus, our power over them is broken."

“I have come up with a plan to change that.”

“We must steal their time, so they don't have time to develop a relationship with Jesus Christ."

 The devil said, "This is what I want you to do. Distract them from gaining hold their Savior and maintaining that vital connection throughout their day!"
 
"How Shall we do this?" his demons shouted.
 
"Keep them busy in the non-essentials of life and invent innumerable schemes to occupy their minds," he answered
 
"Tempt them to spend, spend, spend, and borrow, borrow, borrow."
 
"Persuade the wives to go to work for long hours and the husbands to work 6-7 days each week, 10-12 hours a day, so they can afford their empty lifestyles."
 
"Keep them from spending time with their children."
 
"As their families fragment, soon, their homes will offer no escape from the pressures of work!"
 
"Over-stimulate their minds so that they cannot hear that still, small voice."
 
"Entice them to play the radio or CD player whenever they drive." To keep the TV, VCR, CDs and their PCs going constantly in their home and see to it that every store and restaurant in the world plays non-biblical music constantly."
 
"This will jam their minds and break their union with Christ."
 
"Fill the coffee tables with magazines and newspapers. Pound their minds with the news 24 hours a day."
 
"Invade their driving moments with billboards."
 
"Flood their mailboxes with junk mail order catalogs, sweepstakes, and every kind of newsletter and promotional offering free products services and false hopes."
 
"Keep skinny, beautiful models on the magazines and TV so their husbands will believe that outward beauty is what's important, and they'll become dissatisfied with their wives."
 
"Keep the wives too tired to love their husbands at night. Give them headaches too!"
"If they don't give their husbands the love they need, they will begin to look elsewhere."
"That will fragment their families quickly!"
 
"Give them an Easter bunny so they won't talk about His resurrection and power over sin and death."

“Give them Santa Clause to keep them from remembering the real reason Jesus came into the world. In fact, we can turn the very day they claim to remember the time Jesus came into the world and use it as an opportunity to promote even more materialism and  covetousness!”
 
"Even in their recreation, let them be excessive. Have them return from their recreation exhausted."
 
"Keep them too busy to go out to nature and reflect on God's creation. Send them to amusement parks, sporting events, plays, concerts, and movies instead."

“We will get them so accustomed to entertainment that when their preachers teach the truth it will sound boring and unappealing.”

“Spread the  news and media with liberal ideology and acceptance of every sin under the sun so that those who stubbornly cling to their belief in Christ will be labeled antis, legalists, closed-minded homophobes, and overbearing, judgmental religious extremists.”
 
"And when they meet for spiritual fellowship, involve them in gossips and small talk so that they leave with troubled consciences."
 
"Crowd their lives with so many good causes they have no time to seek power from Jesus."
 
"Soon they will be working in their own strength, sacrificing their health and family for the good of the cause."
 
All of the demons agreed. They all cheered: "It will work! It will work! It is quite a plan."
 
The demons went eagerly to their assignments causing Christians everywhere to get busier and more rushed, going here and there. Having little time for their God or their families. Having no time to tell others about the power of Jesus to change lives.  
 
I guess the question is, has the devil been successful in his schemes?
YOU be the judge!!!!!!!!
 
Does "BUSY" mean: B-eing U-nder S-atan's Y-oke?

F. (Phil 4:11) “…I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content…”
G. (1 Tim. 6:8) “…having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.”
H. (Heb. 13:5) “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have…”

II. (Lk. 9:58, 59) The Cost of Discipleship: Giving Up Ties to Those Conformed to This World as Your Family
A. Person #2: "Lord, let me first go and bury my father."
B. Jesus: “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.”
C. Seems like such a cold and callous statement from our Lord who normally had such compassion for others.
D. Jesus shows us priority in big scheme of things
E. Those not following Him are spiritually dead: He is the way, the truth and the life; those dead and those not following Christ are dead as well, thus He says, “let the dead bury their own”
F. When we become Sons of God, EVERYTHING changes
i. Not just how we think, speak and act
ii. We also now have been adopted into a new family.
iii. Family of God now higher priority than even our own

III. (Lk. 9:60, 61) The Cost of Discipleship: Giving Up Worldly Ties and Ambitions
A. Complete removal from all ties to this world
B. Person #3: “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.”
C. Jesus: “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
D. Why did Jesus say, “Remember Lot's wife”? (Lk. 17:32)
i. She was attached to things in this world
ii. Commanded: (Gen. 19:16, 17) “…Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain…”
iii.  Lot’s Wife: (Gen. 19:26) “But his wife looked back behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.”
1. Doubt that the Lord did not want her to refrain from seeing that the city had been destroyed; not the point
2. Lord knew her heart
3. God-fearing woman would have refrained from looking back
4. Something within her compelled her to disobey that small command of the Lord; cost her life
5. Lot’s wife, though she was saved by the Lord, longed to return to that ungodly and immoral city; though physically saved, her heart was still in the worldliness of the city!
iv. Brethren, where is your heart? Are you looking toward the mountain, eyes forward upon the Lord, or are you headed that way with your heart still left in the cities of sin?

IV. Look at those who followed Jesus (Apostles did these three things!):
A. (Mk. 10:28-31) Gave Up This World as their Home
i. “…we have left all and followed You.’”
ii. ”…one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake…”
iii. No longer considered world their home; Peter considered himself one traveling through this world (1 Peter 2:11) “…as sojourners and pilgrims…”
iv. Their actions indicated that they were willing to follow Jesus: they were willing to give up this world as their home…they left all to follow Jesus
v. (Php. 1:23, 24) Paul pressed between his desire to remain in this world and eagerness to depart from this world
1. When we do our job as Christians as Paul did, the world will become an ugly place, making Heaven all the more appealing
2. What is your desire to live?
a. To cling hopelessly to this life because it seems like this may be all that you have or to cling to this life for one more opportunity to serve the Lord while you are here?
b. Is there a part of you that truly and sincerely eagerly longs to go to Heaven
c. Where is your home? Does Heaven start with a capital “H?” Is it your future address?

B. (Mat. 4:21-22) Gave Up Ties to Those Conformed to This World as Your Family
i. “left the boat and their father, and followed Him.”
ii. Not only gave up occupation but left father to follow Jesus
iii. Do not think that their father was unaware of where they went and why they were not helping him fish anymore
iv. These apostles gave up those closest to them who had worldly ties and ambitions
v. Do you have ties with people conformed to this world…people who are a higher priority at times than following Christ? 
1. Have you ever chosen a family activity over worshipping God? 
2. Have you ever feared what your family might think so strongly that it has hindered you from talking to them seriously about the gospel?
vi. We are no longer first and foremost part of our earthly family (Mat. 10:34-38)
1. “…a man's enemies will be those of his own household.”
2. “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.”

(Eph. 1:5) ”… adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself…”
vii. Christ and His family come before all else! 

C.  (Mat. 4:18-20) They Gave Up Worldly Ties and Ambitions
i.  “immediately left their nets and followed Him.” 
ii. Gave up occupation to follow Jesus 
1. Immediate
2. Gave no consideration to financial welfare (how will we provide for ourselves)
3. Gave little thought to how they would provide for their families
4. Gave no consideration of consequences for joining this new “sect” (death)
5. Gave little thought of investment they had made (time and money)
6. When you see that THIS IS TRULY GOD WHO HAS TOLD YOU TO DO THIS, YOU WILL FORSAKE ALL AND FOLLOW HIM
7. Boils down to matter of faith (belief)
iii. Indicates being willing to forsake the ability to give up material gain for the sake of the kingdom
1. Remember story of the sad young rich man (Mk. 10:17-27)
a. Imagine: as a rich young bachelor
b. Successful business man
c. Jesus identifies problem: not that he was wealthy, (v. 24) but that his trust lied not in Christ, but in riches of this world 
2. Those who chose to follow Jesus had done just what Jesus  had expected this young rich man to do (Mk. 10:28-30)



Conclusion:
1. Have you counted the cost?
2. Are you willing to pay the price of discipleship?
a. Willing to give up looking at this world as your home?
b. Willing to give up ties to those conformed to this world as your family
c. Willing to give up worldly ties and ambitions?
3. Overlying theme of Lk. 9:57-62: Obedience and alliance to Christ and NOTHING ELSE

Invitation:
1. Would you align yourself to Christ?
2. We would have you count the cost first.
3. Will change every aspect of your life if truly converted, possibly even ties with your own family if they reject the gospel.
4. It will cost a great amount, but Jesus promised the return would be one hundred fold.
5. If you are willing to commit to that cost, we would have you to make your wishes to become a child of God known…
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