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“Make Me Clean”
(Mat. 8:1-4; Mk. 1:40-45; Lk. 5:12-16)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, June 21, 2009

Scripture Reading: Read Mat. 8:1-4

Accompanying Song: #35 An Evening Prayer 

Purpose: Lesson about submitting to the will of the Lord if we would be forgiven of our sins.

Introduction:
1. Background: 
a. Jesus Mat. 7 Jesus has been delivering the famous sermon on the mount.
b. Jesus comes upon leper who desires that He make him clean
c. Stories in Bible not there by accident; whether story of leper or a tiresome study of Kings and history of the Old Testament, all scripture is profitable (2 Tim. 3:16). If we cannot see value in particular for us today we need to study harder, because we are missing point God trying to make. May be nothing more than history He wants us to know or understand.
2. Observe the beginning condition of the man (take look at parallel passage)
(Luke 5:12) And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was full of leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean."  (NKJV)

a. Leprosy made one unclean under Levitical law:
(Leviticus 13:44-46) "he is a leprous man. He is unclean. The priest shall surely pronounce him unclean; his sore is on his head. "Now the leper on whom the sore is, his clothes shall be torn and his head bare; and he shall cover his mustache, and cry, 'Unclean! Unclean!' "He shall be unclean. All the days he has the sore he shall be unclean. He is unclean, and he shall dwell alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp.  (NKJV)

b. Putting one outside the camp was more than fear of contracting a disease. It was a sign of uncleanness.
c. Just as leprosy made a person physically unclean and that person had to be physically separated from God, likewise sin defiles us and separates us from God:

(Psalms 66:18) If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.  (NKJV)

(Isaiah 59:2) But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.  (NKJV)

(Jeremiah 14:12) "When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and grain offering, I will not accept them. But I will consume them by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence."  (NKJV)

d. Sin makes our religion vain.
e. So, story of Mat. 8 we read a moment ago is somewhat of a parallel…you are that man!
3. Good news is that Jesus cleansed this man.
4. New Testament teaches us that Jesus also has power to cleanse us from our sins. 
5. What can we observe from this story to learn?

Body:
I. Leper was cleansed because he followed Jesus
A. Background to story:
i. Jesus in His early ministry entering into a year where he was very popular and gained much notoriety and favor among people
ii. Has just finished teaching on sermon on mount; must have been very moving dissertation
B. One thing we can know almost certainly: man would not have been cleansed if He were not willing to first seek and follow Jesus. 
i. Jesus, in sermon on mount had probably given this man words of hope he had not heard before
ii. Remember words this man had just heard Jesus promise:
(Matthew 7:7) "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  (NKJV)

iii. This leper seems to have a faith no one else around him has. Multitude listened, leper only one recorded as having sought and asked.
1. Sometimes I wonder how much good it does to preach. Sometimes seem people listen but it changes few lives. 
2. Jesus was ineffective preacher at times. Though He had unique style, spoke boldly, clearly truthfully few were changed by His speaking at the time.
3. Jesus had greater impact upon more people after death than during life.
iv. Imagine him in back, outer limits of crowd (due to leprosy) and suddenly everything within him moves him forward to move around to the front, close enough to call out to Jesus
v. Stepping out in an act of faith Leper sees his hope and cries out, "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean."
C. Why is this story in the Bible?
i. Just one more story of a miracle to believe in Jesus
ii. I don’t think so…we have so many more miracles recorded…that would be unnecessary to cause us to believe
D. You have sinned. We all have. This story teaches that those who follow and call out to Jesus for help will be cleansed from their impurities by Him.
E. The Bible teaches us that obedient faith, complete and total submission to God and His will is what makes us clean.
F. Do you want to be clean? Then submit to his will.

II. Leper was not cleansed until after he worshipped Jesus.
A. Keeping in line with the idea of total submission to the will of God we notice that the man was not cleansed until after He worshipped Jesus…
B. What is worship?
i. “homage rendered to God which it is sinful (idolatry) to render to any created being” – Easton’s Bible Dictionary
ii. “principal Old Testament word is shachah, "depress," "bow down," "prostrate"at times associated with falling down and at other times with serving; reverential attitude of mind or body or both, combined with the more generic notions of religions adoration, obedience, service.  – International Standard Bible Encyclopedia
iii. New Testament word for worship is kiss (the hand or the ground) toward," hence, often in the oriental fashion bowing prostrate upon the ground; the root of another word translated worship means "fear," but this primitive meaning is completely merged into "reverence," "hold in awe"; gratitude – International Standard Bible Encyclopedia
C. So, what we see that moved Jesus to cleanse this man was not an action of worship, but an attitude that expressed itself in worship
D. What is your purpose to worship God? Mere action or attitude that manifests itself in worship?

III. The Leper was cleansed because He placed God’s will before his own.
A. We know what this leper’s will was…he wanted to be cleansed. 
B. Everyone also wants to be cleansed of their sins. Most in the world will tell you they expect both their loved ones and themselves to go to Heaven when they die.
C. This passage teaches us that if we would be cleansed we need to place the will of God before our own.

IV. The Leper was cleansed after submitting to the Lord’s will.
(Mark 1:40) Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to Him, "If You are willing, You can make me clean."  (NKJV)

A. Mk. 1:40 states that the man came “kneeling down to Him.”
(Luke 5:12) And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was full of leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean."  (NKJV)

B. He did this in complete humility; Lk. 5:12 says that he did this falling on his face.
C. Attitude we ought to have toward our Lord
D. It states that he “implored” Jesus; Implore: to beg or pray for something – Microsoft Encarta
E. Begging attitude: one of someone who has completely submitted themselves to the mercy of another and has emptied themselves of all pride
F. Would you be free from your sin? Would you be made clean? You must first learn to empty yourself of your own will and completely submit yourself to the Lord.

V. Leper was cleansed because Jesus cared for him.

A. Jesus showed compassion on the man (Mk. 1:41).
B. Attitude of Christ completely opposite of most in the world…
(Mark 1:41) Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed."  (NKJV)

i. Most would look upon others who are different and see them as rejects, misfits, people that make them feel uncomfortable, people to be avoided…not Jesus
ii. Jesus is one who draws the sick and the burdened to Him…He eats with them, talks with them, cares for them, at times He cries with them and He died for them.
C. Imagine hurt in this man’s eyes; desperation and hope in his voice.

VI. Jesus is able and willing to cleanse, if our attitude is right.
A. (Mk. 1:41) “I am willing.”
 (Mark 1:41) Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed."  (NKJV)

B. Jesus is willing to meet you half-way
i. Will not force you to be cleansed (did not perform one miracle by force [except debatably upon the dead or a demon])
ii. Notice He waited for this man to approach Him, then He stretched out His hand and touched Him
C. Are you truly saved
i. People “touched” by Christ are changed
ii. Never the same again
(Colossians 3:10) and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,  (NKJV)

VII. It is by our actions, not our words that we are the greatest testimony to what Christ has done for us.
A. Jesus could have told the man, “Now go and tell everyone you meet about me.” But he chose not to. 
B. Instead Jesus tells man  (Mark 1:44) and said to him, "See that you say nothing to anyone; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing those things which Moses commanded, as a testimony to them."  (NKJV)

C. The gift and his appearance before the priest was testimony enough…“Go to the priest and offer your cleansing as proof. Obey the law Moses gave to you,” Jesus says. 
D. When people have been touched, cleansed and renewed by Christ we need not wonder. They will:
i. Obey His law
ii. Their actions will speak louder than their words.
E. What is Jesus saying? He is saying that the greatest sermons are lived, not preached!

VIII. Your Behavior Influences Others
A. Jesus had come to this area to teach (gave sermon on the mount)
B. Word of His healing powers leaks out against his will
C. Now people who had not come (not interested) to hear him teach God’s word but are interested in carnal gifts (healing)
D. Man leaked information and influenced others in negative way…
i. Miracles were to confirm that Jesus is the Son of God and message He proclaims is God’s message for man
ii. Focus should have been on…”Come and see a man who without a doubt has a message from God for us. He proves it by His miracles!”
iii. Instead the word that went out was, “Come and see a man who can heal you!”
iv. Are we interested in hearing God’s word and serving Him…
(John 4:23) "But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.  (NKJV)

v. …or are we merely interested in obeying the Father because of a “what’s-in-it-for-me attitude?”
1. Do you worship God because you want to see Him glorified and you love Him so for all that He has done for you…
2. Or do you worship God because you merely want to go to Heaven (because the alternative is not so pleasant)

IX. When we do things contrary to the will of our Lord, we undermine God’s purpose and plan.
A. Man told not to say anything; Luke 5:14 uses the term that he was “charged”
B. Man \did not heed words of Christ
(Mark 1:45) However, he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the matter, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in deserted places; and they came to Him from every direction.  (NKJV)

C. We can empathize with zeal man spread this information:
i. Leper; no hope; outcast; longs for the day when he was “normal” like everybody else 
ii. Little/no contact with others, friends, family
iii. Reminds me of lepers in 2 Kings 7:4 "If we say, 'We will enter the city,' the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. And if we sit here, we die also. Now therefore, come, let us surrender to the army of the Syrians. If they keep us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall only die."
iv. So you can understand how this hopeless man now overflows with excitement (maybe wife he was not able to have contact with, children, parents or other family)…great day! He is healed! Can you believe it!
D. Some people are like the man who spread the news against the wishes of Christ. 
i. They have a great zeal for Lord: spiritual attitude, want to do great things for the Lord
ii. But they take little time to consider what he has charged us to do!
E. We learn that good intentions are not enough; Lord knows best
F. Sin = disobeying God
(Luke 5:14-15) And He charged him to tell no one, "But go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as a testimony to them, just as Moses commanded." However, the report went around concerning Him all the more; and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmities.  (NKJV)


(Mark 1:45) However, he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the matter, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in deserted places; and they came to Him from every direction.

i.  Now Jesus no longer able to openly enter city
ii. When we alter God’s plan we hinder His effectiveness
1. People want to alter God’s plan of salvation; faith only; come forward; altar bench
2. Intentions are genuine
3. Not based on entirety of what scripture teaches us
iii. Man who leaked information…may have even been intending to help others and tell others about Christ actually hindered His ministry so much that he could no longer enter city
1. People today twist and distort plain and simple truths of the Bible so much that they hinder what it was designed to do
2. How many others could have healed and believed if this person had simply obeyed the charge of Jesus and told no one?

Conclusion:
1. Are you willing to humble yourself and submit to God’s will?
2. Would you be cautious to carefully follow His will and not your own?
3. Examine your heart…are you obedient to the Lord for what you can get out of it or because you love God for what He has done for you?

Invitation:
1. You can be cleansed
2. God wants you to be cleansed
3. If you are willing to submit to his will, you will be cleansed.
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