Mat8SuchGreatFaith

“Such Great Faith”
(Mat. 8:5-13)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans April 26, 2009
Scripture Reading: Mat. 15:22-28
Accompanying Song: Faith is the Victory
Purpose: To help people to examine what kind of faith they have and how strong it is.
Introduction:
1. I enjoyed putting this lesson together

a. Enjoyable to discover something in God’s word for yourself.
b. As I study the New Testament, I try not to see in every passage our modern world of religious confusion; however I have come to realize that although time has changed, the struggles man has will never change

2. Still different kinds of faith in the world; Look at the world around us:

a. All people have faith in something

i. Some have faith in a false religion

ii. Some in a false offshoot of Christianity

iii. Some faith in money
iv. Others in things

v. Still others in health

vi. Wisdom of men

vii. Even if seems to be nothing – faith in wisdom of self wisdom

b. Everyone has GREAT faith, just a matter of WHAT that faith is in

3. Mat. 8 Central figure to me seems to be centurion: Jesus “marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.” (Mat. 8:10)
a. This great faith Jesus approved of

b. What does it take to have such great faith?
4. Observe different “kinds of faith” we observe in Mat. 8
Body:
I. The Faith of the Leper: A Confused, Disobedient Faith (Mat. 8:1-4)
a. Story:
i. Jesus coming down from the mountain (Sermon on the Mount)
ii. Leper, on knees, begs Jesus, worshipping: "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean."
iii. Jesus, moved with compassion (Mk. 1:41), is willing; makes Him clean. (Mat. 8:3)

iv. Though Jesus demonstrates undeniable power to man (as soon as Jesus spoke, healed), yet only develops a confused, disobedient faith:
(Mark 1:43-45) And He strictly warned him and sent him away at once, and said to him, "See that you say nothing to anyone; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing those things which Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." However, he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the matter, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in deserted places; and they came to Him from every direction.  (NKJV)

1. Disobedient faith: Commanded to say nothing; did not obey
2. Believed, but a saving faith is an obedient faith

3. Did things his way, instead of Christ’s way

4. May have MEANT well; undermined Jesus (Jesus could no longer openly enter city)
b. Application today:
i. Confused faith: Many want blessings of Christ while rejecting necessity to obey
(Mark 1:40) Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to Him, "If You are willing, You can make me clean."  (NKJV)

ii. Had a “thy will be done” faith but quickly forgot once he received what he wanted 

1. Have you ever prayed to God; God answers; you forget to thank

2. People want God to cleanse them from spiritual leprosy (sin) and once cleansed forget they still have the responsibility to serve the Lord by doing His will
3. People professing Christian faith that want to be saved, but have total disregard for the authority of the scriptures!
iii. Ought to have kept the first faith he had: a kneeling faith (one of full submission) 
c. What GREAT FAITH do you have? 

i. Once Christ gave you what you wanted, did you obey His commands fully, or carry out your own will as if you knew better?

ii. Does this describe you? What kind of faith do you have? Is it a confused, disobedient faith, or is it one that will obey Jesus’ every command?
d. Centurion next mentioned in Mat. – will come to him in moment, but first…
II. Peter’s Mother-In-Law: Thankful, Returning Faith (Mat. 8:14-15)
a. Story:
i. Jesus comes into Peter & Andrew’s house (Mk. 1:29); James & John with them
ii. Mother-in-law lies at Peter’s home, sick with fever

iii. Summon Jesus (Lk. 4:38); Jesus reaches out, takes hand to help her up; fever has left her immediately
iv. She serves them
b. Peter’s mother-in-law did what she knew to do: Return favor; serve Christ as an act of gratitude for what He had done for her
c. Application today:

i. How many people today receive what they need from Christ (meal?)

ii. Risen from the dead (to sin) do we “serve Christ” (obedience, labor for Lord?)
iii. So many will lose salvation they could have had because they thought all they needed to do is rise from dead, but never entered next phase of life as Christian: service
d. Does this describe you? What kind of GREAT FAITH do you have? One that rises to die again, or one that serves Christ?
III. Scribe: A Following Faith (Mat. 8:19, 20)
a. Story:
i. Scribe comes to Jesus, apparently impressed with His teaching
ii. Desires to follow Jesus wherever He might go: great faith!
b. Application today:

i. Are you willing to follow Jesus where He might take you?

(Matthew 16:24) Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  (NKJV)

1. Have you taken time to contemplate what this statement means
2. Wherever this might lead us – even to the cross (gruesome, horrific, torturous death)!

ii. We have easy life in this country
1. Sudan: Christian mothers persecuted by Muslims: baby swung by it’s feet agaist wall & killed

2. Christians burned 75% body for not denying faith
3. On Feb. 22, the Taliban (Muslims) attacked six church buildings, burned several homes of professed Christians and injured children in Karachi, Pakistan
4. What would you be willing to give up to serve Christ on this earth?

(Acts 2:45) and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.  (NKJV)

(Acts 4:34) Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold,  (NKJV)

(Acts 4:37) having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.  (NKJV)

a. We feel as though we have given sacrificially when we give $50, $100 or even few hundred

b. Not minor possessions first century Christians sold! (Houses, possessions, land!)
c. That is sacrificial giving!

c. Does this describe you? What kind of GREAT FAITH do you have? Is it a following faith that blindly says, “Jesus lead and I will follow?”
IV. Mourning Son: Faith of Lesser Importance (Mat. 8:21, 22)
a. Story:
i. Son: father has recently died; burial often took place as soon as possible: hot, arid climate (recall Lazarus, after four days he stunk!); Point: death very fresh; mourning process barely begun!
ii. Man desires to follow Jesus but he tells this mourning man: "Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead." In Luke, he concluded the statement by saying, “…but you go and preach the kingdom of God."
iii. Jesus not trying to be cruel, but truthful:
1. Nothing more can be done for this man’s father
2. Instead: “preach kingdom”: the (spiritually) dead who are burying his father still have chance, if they will accept message of the coming kingdom of Christ
b. Application today:

i. Who of us would skip the funeral of parent to proclaim the message of God to others?

ii. This young man had a faith of lesser importance: burying a corpse took precedence over following the Messiah, Lord of Lords, the Son of God!
iii. Often, humans cling to a hopeless situation:

1. Satan’s trick: get us distracted with so many things that SEEM productive but are not.

a. Must get the reports done at work

b. Office needs me to work Sunday

c. Behind at factory, missing one service to get caught up at the plant

d. Boss needs me: up against a deadline: “let the dead bury their own dead!” 
c. Does this describe you? What kind of Great Faith do you have? Is it a faith that prepares for the life to come, or a faith of lesser importance that allows other things in life to take a higher priority than serving Christ?
V. Disciple Who Wished to Bid His Family Farewell: The Distracted Faith (Lk. 9:61-62)
a. Story:
i. Wants to follow, but wishes to bid family farewell (remember, no cell phones, email, not even reliable postal service!)
ii. Jesus seems to sense this man is torn between following Jesus and staying with family

iii. Application today:

1. Some only wish to follow Jesus when no personal cost to themselves for doing so; like Felix, who said: "Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you." (Ac. 24:25)
a. I’ll follow Jesus, as long as it never makes me uncomfortable

b. I’ll follow Jesus, just don’t expect too much of me

c. When going gets tough these folks are long gone!

2. Jesus needs place in our hearts that comes before closest, most intimate relationships man knows:

(Matthew 10:37) "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.  (NKJV)

3. Others have converted to Christianity but lack true conversion for looking back on “glory days” of sin and aren’t so sorry those days ever happened; mill that “old family” of riff raff they once ran with
b. Does this describe you? What kind of Great Faith do you have? Is it a faith that is distracted? Are you torn between what family and friends would want and serving the Lord, or is it a faith that says, “I am going with the Lord. I hope the family catches up!” (That is my family, by the way.)
VI. Disciples: Doubting Faith (Mat. 8:23-27)
a. Story:
i. Jesus and disciples crossing sea
ii. Great storm begins to blow

iii. Boat begins to fill with water:(Remember, Peter & Andrew: professional seamen are afraid for lives!)
iv. Disciples get worried:
(Matthew 8:25) Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying, "Lord, save us! We are perishing!"  (NKJV)

1. Telling statement of their faith!

2. In spite of all they had seen, they still did not accept who Jesus was!

3. Had a doubting faith!

b. Application today:

i. Is Christ in your boat?

ii. What disciples feared was inevitable: All will shed this body

1. No matter when our health finally fails, we will never be ready for it to

2. No matter when our number is up, we will always look back and regret: so much more I could have accomplish, more I wanted to do
3. Moral of our story: if Christ is in your boat, you are safe!

4. Don’t get distracted: they were trying to find some life preserver in the boat and couldn’t find one (didn’t realize HE [not it] was sleeping in the bow!

iii. Yet instead of living like we know it, we do all that we can to think we can avoid it

iv. Like a rollercoaster: get to top and wish you didn’t get on; want to pull out, but strapped in and no escape until the ride is over!

v. Instead of worrying about the inevitable (death) we ought to prepare to live!
A person advertised for hired hands. Most people were reluctant to work on farms along the Atlantic. They dreaded the awful storms that raged across the Atlantic, wreaking havoc on the buildings and crops. As the farmer interviewed applicants for the job, he received a steady stream of refusals.

Finally, a short, thin man, well past middle age, approached the farmer. "Are you a good farm hand?" the farmer asked him. "Well, I can sleep when the wind blows," answered the little man.

Although puzzled by this answer, the farmer, desperate for help, hired him. The little man worked well around the farm, busy from dawn to dusk, and the farmer felt satisfied with the man's work. Then one night the wind howled loudly in from offshore. Jumping out of bed, the farmer grabbed a lantern and rushed next door to the hired hand's sleeping quarters. He shook the little man and yelled, "Get up! A storm is coming! Tie things down before they blow away!" The little man rolled over in bed and said firmly, "No Sir. I told you, I can sleep when the wind blows."

Enraged by the response, the farmer was tempted to fire him on the spot. Instead, he hurried outside to prepare for the storm. To his amazement, he discovered that all of the haystacks had been covered with tarpaulins. The cows were in the barn, the chickens were in the coops, and the doors were barred. The shutters were tightly secured. Everything was tied down. Nothing could blow away. The farmer then understood what his hired hand meant, so he returned to his bed to also sleep while the wind blew.

c. Does this describe you? What kind of GREAT FAITH do you have? A doubting faith that relies upon the lead life preservers of this world or one that relies on THE Life Preserver…Christ? Can you sleep when the wind blows? 
VII. Formerly Demon-Possessed Man: Proclaiming Faith (Mat. 8:28-32)
a. Story:
i. Quite possibly one of most severe cases of demon possession ever
ii. Wild man, naked, living in tombs (frightening)

iii. Strong; chains and shackles could not hold him; acting insane

iv. Demons recognize Christ and sense He is about to cast them out

v. Jesus sends them into herd swine and drives swine into sea (drown)

1. Not told how many demons this man had

2. “Legion” (at time of Christ) according to Easton’s Bible Dictionary was six thousand men.
3. Mk. 5:13 says there were 2000 swine Jesus sent into sea (could be more than one demon per swine)
vi. He Is cleansed of demons, and crowd from area gathers to see him eating, in his right mind
vii. Wanted to follow & serve Jesus, but Jesus told him: "Return to your own house, and tell what great things God has done for you." And he went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him. (Mat. 8:39)  
b. Application today:

i. We are trapped in sin just as this demon-possessed man was trapped

ii. When this man was freed, he realized what he needed to do: he developed a proclaiming faith!
iii. Once you realize what Jesus has done for you in forgiving your sins, what will you do?
c. Does this describe you? What kind of GREAT FAITH do you have? Is it one that repays what Jesus did for you with a proclaiming faith? Now that you’ve been saved (if youhave been) do you share the truth with others?
VIII. Crowd Surrounding the Formerly Demon-Posessed Man: Rejecting Faith (Mat. 8:33, 34)
a. In this same story (above) we have a crowd that gathers to see the news of this wild man who has been cured of his demon possession.
b. In denial they look at this man; become afraid
c. Ask Jesus to leave, which He does
d. Application Today:

i. When some people see truth, it frightens them

ii. Truth has implications: means I have things I must do
iii. Many atheists admit they do not want God because they want to live as they want: no restrictions
iv. People fear: won’t even consider/listen
1. People like this today: avoid religious discussion like plague

2. Implications too frightening

v. Asked Jesus to leave, which He promptly did
1. Moral: ask Jesus to leave, He will not force Himself upon the closed-minded

2. Christ is only for the seeker (Lk. 11:9)
3. Ask Christ to stay out of your life? He will, but with consequence
e. Does this describe you? What kind of GREAT FAITH do you have? Is it a faith that accepts the truth or is it a rejecting faith that relies only upon yourself, since you have closed your ears and refuse to hear it?
Conclusion:

1. Centurion: Complete Faith (Mat. 8:5-13)
a. Story:

i. Remember out Centurion: 

1. Sent elders of Jews to Jesus asking him to come and heal his servant (Lk. 7:3)
2. Jesus on way, and Centurion has sent friends to speak to Christ, expressing that He was not worthy to come to Jesus Himself, but said, “But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed.” (Mat. 8:8)
ii. This great statement made to him by the Christ: “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” (Mat. 8:10)
iii. What mad his faith so great? Though a centurion, a man having great authority (100 soldiers):

1. He was submissive to Christ pleading with Jesus (Mat. 8:5); he glorified Christ by acknowledging his sovereignty 

2. He was selfless, for he asked not on his own behalf, but on the behalf of his suffering servant (Mat. 8:6)
3. He was humble, expressing to Jesus how he felt unworthy (Mat. 8:8)
4. He had great belief in Jesus, believing a single word spoken by Him intended to heal his servant would suffice

5. He was willing to see the truth that even His own countrymen (uncluding His disciples) failed to see (Mat. 8:25 “we are perishing” & “who can this be that even the wind and the sea obey Him?”)
b. Application today:

i. Many people, though the truth be presented before their eyes, they will not accept it!

ii. Unlike the centurion, many are more concerned about what the “status quo” or “general consensus” says; centurion willing to believe though it was highly unusual in Israel, let alone a gentile of such stature

iii. If you find truth, you should find it regardless of standing in life
Invitation:

1. Does this describe you? What kind of GREAT FAITH do you have? Is it a faith that fits neatly in line with what others EXPECT YOU TO BELIEVE (as they do) or is it a complete faith that will follow and obey the truth, regardless of what it might be

2. Remember: saving faith is an obedient faith
By Michel Mahler 
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