“Rules to Live By”
(Mat. 7:12)

Scripture Reading: Mat. 7:7-12

Accompanying Song: #x “Love One Another”

Subject: The “Golden Rule”

Proposition: That we should live according to the golden rule, doing to others as we would want others to do to us.

Objective: To teach others to live according to the golden rule from a sincere heart and neither by some other man-made rule nor by the golden rule with impure motives.

Location: 
C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\New Testament\Matthew\Mat7_12RulestoLiveBy.docx

Introduction:
1. All people have rules and philosophies that govern our lives.
a. Many live by the rule of selfishness (“Only live once, so get all you can get while you can – cf. Lk. 12:15-21).
b. Jesus commands all men to live according to a rule of selfless, setting the primary example in Himself.
2. Most of us know the “golden rule”, as it is often referred
a. Name given to this rule because of it’s great value.
3. What does this rule mean to you?
4. Many people live by this rule; others live according to variations thereof; sadly some even practice the golden rule but are motivated by less than the spirit Jesus desires.
5. I would like to suggest six rules men live by…by what rule will you live? 

Body: 
I. Rule #1: “Do unto others before they do unto you.” 
A. Hanun (khaw-noon' ) the son of Nahash lived by this rule (2 Sam. 10:1-5)
1.  David had indeed intended to extend kindness to these men
2. Shaving half beard and exposing these men – shamed these men so that they could not return home.
3.  Beards prescribed by  the law (Lev. 19:27; 21:5); symbol of manliness, honor and Jewish beauty on men
a. Not only insulting to these men, but insulted entire nation of Israel (these men are their representatives)
4. Ammonites hire 33,000 men to defend themselves 
B. Hanun foolishly misjudged the motives of David and made an enemy of a man who was not one
1.  David, a man of war, Hanun must have thought he only had plans of war, his motive couldn’t be anything else
2. Because of jumping to conclusions, the Ammonites are destroyed and the Syrians defeated
C. All of this because the foolish Hanun said to himself, “I thought he was going to do it, so I did it to him first.”
D. What of you? Do you jump to conclusions about other’s motives?
1.  Do you judge people by what you know or by what you assume?
2. By what others have told you (rumor) or from first-hand information?
E. Do we expect the worst from people?
1. Assume some other ulterior motive must be their reason for doing what they do?
2. Assume that because someone is not doing what you think they should be doing, or in the way you think it ought to be done, that they are not doing anything at all?
F. When we have issue with our brother, do we bring that issue to them
1. Are we forthcoming or do we beat around the bush?
2. So we try to subtly push them in a direction, hoping they get the hint or do we just come out and say it?
3. How do you deal with others?
G. Lesson:
1. Giving others benefit of doubt
2. Going to “the horses mouth”
3. Relying on facts rather than wild imaginations

II. Rule #2: “Do unto others when they do unto you.”
A. Might be taken two ways
1. Some people only show kindness when kindness extended to them
a. Some grumble and complain…they never come to visit me, never do anything for me, did something for others but not for me, etc.
b. Have  you ever considered that to have a friend you must also be a friend? 
2. What about forgiveness? Some only forgive when others
a. Some will not forgive until the other does.
b. Illust.
a. Story of two sisters who hadn’t spoken in over 20 yrs. 
b. Preacher learned and asked each sister why.
c. Neither could remember what the feud had even been about but neither going to make amends until the other did
i. What if everyone had this attitude?
ii. Christ did not wait for us to make first move (cf. Rom. 5:8)
d. Jesus does not want us to have this attitude (Mk. 11:25-26); if we cannot forgive, neither may we be forgiven
i. No mention of them asking for it
ii. No mention of them deserving it
iii. We should have already forgiven them before they ask for it
iv. Why? Because we have been forgiven of much more (1 Jn. 1:9) – every one of them
B. Element of stubbornness, pride in these attitudes (Pr. 16:18)

III. Rule #3:  “Do unto others what they do unto you.”
A. In kindness
1. Some people rarely show kindness; if do, often only when others initiate act of kiness first
2.  (Lk. 6:32-36)
B. In Getting even: (Pr. 24:19) “I did it to him because he did it to me.” Question: what if they have the same attitude? When will it end? Not to get even but go the extra mile (Mat. 5:38-48)
1. Easy to be kind to those who have shown kindness
2. Test of faith is extending kindness to those who do not extend it to you.
3. Be perfect; expect no less of self; the goal = to be like God! (Pr. 24:17)

IV. Rule #4: Do unto others so they will not do unto you.
A. Herod seems to have acted according to this rule (Mat. 2:3-6)
1. Herod troubled – why?
2.  Note vs. 6; this child would become a Ruler over Israel – threatened Herod’s grip of power over Judea
3. In order to maintain his power over Judea he enacted infanticide upon all Jewish children under 2 yrs. of age
4. Had no real proof that this baby would take his reign from him (in fact, turned out to be misunderstanding of scripture (cf. Jn. 18:36 “My kingdom is not of this world.”)
B. Some people do good to people only so they will not do evil to them.
1. How some avoid enemies – doing good to them
2. Some even tempted to make compromises for the sake of keeping peace; compromise lead to the demise of Saul (cf. 1 Chr. 10:13)
C. This rule is selfish and self-seeking

V. Rule #5: “Do unto others that they might do unto you.”
A. Also a selfish, self-serving  rule
1.  Some people only looking out for #1
2.  Some doing good only in hopes that they might get something in return (like the kid who never keeps their room clean until they want something)
B. Again, (Cf. Lk. 6:34) Some believe the best way to benefit themselves is to serve others (doing good so others will do good to us); Not what Jesus taught. 

Conclusion: Rule #6: (The golden rule) - The Standard Jesus Wants You to Live By (Mat. 7:12)
1. Jesus did not want us to act from selfishness or injustice, but to put yourself in the place of another and ask what you would ask of them to do for you. This will make you impartial, candid and just before all.
2. Ask yourself: How would you want to be treated?
a. Others doing evil to you to make certain you can’t strike first? No!
b.  Only showing kindness or forgiveness when it has been extended to us first? Who would want this?
c. Would I always want others to return every bad thing I did to them? Actually, No!
d. Only receiving kindness from others if I have first been kind? (Sometimes I need others to show me mercy, [even when undeserved]). Such can melt a heart and humble the proud.
e. Do I want people doing good to me not from the heart, but only out of fear that if they are not kind that I will harm them? That is not true kindness at all.
f. Do I want other people only doing good things to me because they expect an equal or greater favor in return? I don’t want that either.
3. Simply put, man’s rules are selfish but Jesus’ rule is selflessness.
4. How different would the world be if the entire world put this one simple rule into practice.
5. Let each of us to resolve to live to eat others as we ourselves would be treated.

Introduction:
1. If I were lost in sin, doomed to hell without Christ, I would want someone to tell me how to be saved.
2. If you would be saved, one need begin by hearing, believing, repenting, confessing and being baptized.
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