Matthew7SixElementsofRighteousJudgment

“Six Elements of Righteous Judgment” [2]
(Matthew 7)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans April 12, 2009
Scripture Reading: Psa. 1:1-5
Accompanying Song: #49 Kneel at the Cross
Purpose: To help the listener to know 1.) the Christian must make judgments in matters of faith and 2.) how to exercise godly judgments.
Introduction:
1. Daniel Webster, famous for his dictionary once said, “My greatest thought is my accountability to God.”
2. World: full of people who feel the Christian must not make judgments about others

a. Often turn Mat. 7:1 [3] & use to show we are not to judge others
b. Almost always people who have no authority for what they do who cry “Judge not!”

i. Progressive Churches

ii. Those who ignore Mat. Chaps. 5 & 19 claiming all have right to divorce & remarry
iii. Unity-in-Diversity Crowd

iv. All Roads/Most Roads go to Heaven crowd
v. Homosexuals: “I was born this way!”

vi. Ministerial Associations

vii. Ecumenical Movements

c. Nothing further from truth; teaches precisely the opposite
d. Not that we cannot judge, but we must judge and when we do Christ offers no less than six standards to use when making judgments

3. Impossible to live w/o making judgments
a. To say “You should not make judgments” is itself a judgment made.

b. Everyone draws the line somewhere:

i. Abortion: most professing Christian faith believe it to be wrong

ii. Would we allow prostitution in church building?

iii. Pedophilia, bestiality and rape acceptable? 

iv. Drugs o.k.?

v. Murder? 

4. Problem not making judgments, but making wrong judgments. 

5. How can we make sure our judgments are right in God’s eyes? 6 standards to use:
Body:
I. Examine Yourself First (Mat. 7:1-6) [4]
a. Passage does not stop at first verse as some would like it to
b. Of course not allowed to judge others in matters of liberty (Rom. 14:4); [5] Man’s conscience shall judge him in such matters (Rom. 14:14)
c. Does not forbid judgment; merely cautionary statement: be cautious of judgment you use because it will be measured back to you (Rom. 2:1-3) [6]
d. Jesus knew human nature: always easier to find fault in another than in self; Pharisees masters at this (Mat. 23:3, 4, 23-24) [7]
e. Order of judging key element; always judge self before others; (1 Cor. 9:27) [8]
f. Problem in this passage: hypocrisy to greatest degree; overlooking that which is painfully obvious to all: overlook plank to point out speck; overlook camel to strain a gnat
i. Some attempt to point finger at others in order to draw attention away from themselves

ii. Brother accused who immediately brings up sins of another
II. Judge Others As You Want God to Judge You (Mat. 7:7-12) [9]
a. We must first & foremost be seekers of righteousness (v. 7) [10]
b. When we seek earnestly, God allows us to find answers
c. Righteous judgment only prevails when man works in harmony with God: man seeks honestly, God supplies; some seek own interests & try to support them with word of God instead of vice versa
d. When judging others as you want God to judge you, applies to our enemies as well

i. Easy to be nice to those nice to us

ii. True test of a child of God is being kind to those who are not so to you; evil returned for good
iii. Giving to enemies, not loaning

iv. Must do so to enemies to please God (Lk. 6:32-34)
v. Love = action, not an emotion (v. 35)
1. Love: looking out for best interests of others

2. Giving blessing even when deserve punishment; that is what God does for us (v. 36)
3. (Rom. 12:20) [11]
e. Jesus says THIS IS THE LAW: summarization of law and all prophets sent to express in nutshell
III. Understand That Righteous Judgments Are Harder to Make and Carry Greater Consequences (Mat. 7:13-14) [12]
a. 2 ways mentioned:
i. “Broad way”
ii. “Narrow Gate”
b. (Lk. 13:23-24) [13] not even all who seek to enter kingdom will be able to because of narrowness of the gate
i. Those entered: part of kingdom v. 28
ii. Those not part of kingdom miserable
iii. Illustrates realms of paradise & torment
iv. Understanding this “narrow gate” is path to kingdom, likewise in similar manner it is path to church, the saved body of believers (Ac. 2:47); narrow gate essential to salvation; remember when people call you narrow minded: actually a compliment
c. Broad way: much easier (while on earth); pay me now or pay me later
d. Which way is the narrow way? (Of course being more conservative/restrictive than another does not assure we are right – where God grants liberty, we must allow it)
i. Which is harder (more narrow-minded thing) to say:

1. Everybody is right; all roads lead to Heaven
2. Only one way to life eternal

ii. Which is harder (more narrow-minded thing) to say:

1. All churches are Christ’s
2. Only one true way to believe, teach & practice to be counted as part of the Lord’s body & we must seek that way

iii. Which is harder (more narrow-minded thing) to say:

1. Salvation cannot be lost & it does not matter how one lives; all men predetermined to be saved or lost
2. Salvation can be lost & must live by every word that proceeds from mouth of God until death
iv. Which is harder (more narrow-minded thing) to say:

1. One need not obey the commands to be baptized to be saved

2. Baptism necessary for salvation, regardless of how many must assume are lost & have died lost

v. Which is harder (more narrow-minded thing) to say:

1. Instrumental music is acceptable to God; we need no Bible authority

2. Only one approved way to worship in song: sing

vi. Which is harder (more narrow-minded thing) to say:

1. Do not judge others about anything
2. We must make some difficult decisions based upon our judgments

e. Though narrow way more difficult, it is best; Must stand for truth (Mat. 5:10-12) [14]
IV. We Cannot Judge by the Heart as Christ Did, Thus We Must Use the Evidence Available (Mat. 7:15-20) [15]
a. How can we know right from wrong, good from bad or sin from righteousness if no judgment – these things merely become meaningless words
b. Some argue, Christ was able to read men’s hearts, we cannot therefore should not judge anything/anyone at all
i. Must accept men will make some mistakes

ii. We ask forgiveness when we do

c. If no judgments, then:
i. (2 Tim. 4:2) [16] How if we make no judgments?
ii. (Eph. 5:11) [17] How if we make no judgments?
iii. (2 Thess. 3:14) [18] How if we make no judgments?

d. Note: attempt to disguise; put up façade

e. Though we cannot read hearts, note the standard of judgment used: examining what they “bear” (Mat. 7:17); we become fruit inspectors; good or bad determined on best understanding of biblical truths we possess (Is. 5:1-7) [19]
f. Judge: are they bearing any fruit at all? (Jn. 15:12-17) [20]
V. Being Religious Alone Does Not Make One Righteous, But Obedience To the Word of God (Mat. 7:21-23) [21]
a. Difference between practicing a religion and practicing the truth (2 Tim. 3:5) [22]
b. Not all who confess Jesus on narrow path
c. Many believe Rom. 10:10 is only thing necessary but many who acknowledge Christ as their Lord are lost (Mat. 7:22) [23]
d. Some people’s claim to fame: “We are the Lord’s true people!” Proof offered: signs and wonders
i. Jesus prophesies what these lost people will say in that day of judgment and condemnation

ii. Pentecostals, Assembly of God, Armstrong, Holiness, Weslyan – all believe miracles confirm they are God’s people, that they have truth; which one? All believe and teach differently; all cannot disagree & be right simultaneously
iii. Ironic: the very signs that confirmed the word in the first century are the very signs that later serve as a sign that they are not Christ’s
e. These people’s sin: not obeying authority of the word: lawlessness

i. Lk,. 11:28-32 [24]
ii. When word of God given to ungodly Ninevites they listened and obeyed
VI. Judge Others By Testing if What They Do is Founded Upon Christ and His Teachings (Mat. 7:24-29) [25]
a. What they do should be biblical, built upon the rock, Christ (1 Pet. 2:6) [26]
b. Any other foundation described as unstable as sand; suh a building worth little more than tearing down; 

i. INSPECT THE FOUNDATION FIRST!
ii. Dakota Dunes houses – built upon sand near river; cracked walls in many; School built upon sink hole; Sioux City auditorium built upon old garbage dump; foundation settled had to build new – damage too extensive to old foundation
c. Foundation must be both hearing & doing Christ’s sayings (Jas. 1:23-27) [27]
Conclusion:

1. We have learned not only that we must make righteous judgments but also how to make them
2. Must begin with ourselves and be based upon obedience to entire word of God
Invitation:

1. Make judgment about yourself
2. If you were to die and face God at this very moment, would He let you into Heaven? Is your judgment based upon a solid foundation of Christ’s words?

3. Jesus Said…[28]
“…he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life…” (John 5:24)

“…if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.“ (John 8:24)

“…Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:15)

“…whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” (Mat. 10:32-33)

"He who believes and is baptized will be saved…” (Mark 16:16)

“You are My friends if you do whatever I command you…” (John 15:14 – live a faithful life)

(Revelation 2:10) “…Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. “ 
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