Matthew 6 More Than Meets the Eye

“More Than Meets the Eye”
What are you looking for? Contrasting earthly & heavenly treasures.
(Matthew 6)
Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans Dec. 14, 2008
Scripture Reading:

Accompanying Song:

Purpose:

Introduction:
1. In the first twelve verses of Matthew 5 Jesus has described how His true followers will act. 
2. Jesus continues to show that they need to be a people who think for themselves, seeing beyond what is being taught by the shallow religious teachers of their day with the statements “You have heard…but I say…”

3. Now Jesus builds upon this. It is not enough merely to act right. The Scribes and Pharisees did this for the most part, 
a. Warned that our righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees (Mat. 5:20)
i. They kept the law, tithing even in the smallest matters (seeds) Lk. 11:42
ii. Still lacking – must have shocked Pharisees 

iii. But failed in having a faith that was more that meets the eye.

b. But Jesus said our righteousness must exceed theirs. It is not enough to have better understanding beyond what they teach. Knowledge will only get so far.
4. When knowledge is put to good use, it is called wisdom. Here Jesus shows that Christians not only act right, think for themselves, but the only way any of this will benefit you at all is if you have authentic motives.
5. We live in a world full of fakes and replicas.

a. When younger, I wanted to buy a do-it-yourself Lamborghini look-alike kit. Why?

b. Mall booths – full of knock-off look alike of expensive name brands. Why do we want those brands on our clothes? If the real brand name is so important, why buy a knock-off?
c. William Shatner; known for Star Trek – high tech gadgetry of the future; now spokesman for an online company known as Priceline.com – company online devoted to giving best travel deals; The truth of the matter is that I don't know how to operate a computer." – Shatner; Does it matter to you that William Shatner is selling you something he knows nothing about?

d. John Grey; author of best selling Men Are From Mars, Women Are From Venus, a book for help in relationships has been divorced. Does it matter to you that a man who has failed in a relationship is now the authority on successful relationships?

e. When you see a famous actress endorsing a $3 bottle of shampoo or a $6 makeup product, do we really believe they use these items? Maybe.

f. Hardees is using Paris Hilton in their ad’s. Do we really believe the heir to the billion dollar hotel chain frequents Hardees?

g. Celene Dion endorses Chrysler. Do we really believe we will see Celene driving down 37 in a Town & Country minivan?

h. Authenticity. Sometimes companies pay celebrities to seem authentic to be seen by the public in order to sell a product.

i. God’s children can be the same way – disingenuous.
j. God wants you to have a faith that amounts to more than meets the eye (of men)
Body:
I. (Matthew 6:1-2) A Faith Intended Not To Be Seen By Men.
a. In Matthew Jesus spoke of being genuine. 
b. Act as though praying to God, but in reality praying to men.
c. If not praying to Father, He will not reward.

d. Some people today claim they don’t go to church because it is full of hypocrites – has been that way for more than two millennia or longer – hypocrites in synagogues. 

e. Reward now or later? From men or from God?

f. If you are seeking reward from men – doing to be seen, you are not only struggling with insincerity, but also impatience – wanting a reward now.

g. We live in a world of disingenuous people 

i. J.G. Wentworth – buys winnings or structured settlements: “It’s my money and I want it now.”

ii. When Madame Tussaud's Waxworks Exhibition at Baker Street, London, was burned down, all the kings and queens and famous people melted and ran. They melted because they were made of wax. They were not real people but they looked remarkably lifelike. If you have ever visited the exhibition at its new home in Marylebone Road, London, you may have been taken in by the wax policeman at the door. Many people have made that mistake and asked him for directions. But the fire found the original policeman at Baker Street wanting, because even he ran that night. What must stand the test of fire cannot be made of wax.
In Roman times wealthy people were very fond of statuary - figures of marble or stone standing in their houses or gardens. Sometimes damaged or cracked statues were doctored up to look perfect by filling in the flaws with wax and colouring it to look like the real thing. The trouble was that in the gardens the hot sun melted the wax and gave the game away.

This coined the Latin word SINCERUS meaning pure or unadulterated. It was a word to describe something that was good all through without fault or blemish, or wax. The English translation of SINCERUS is SINCERE meaning true, genuine and unaffected. So when you sign a letter with the words "Yours sincerely" you are saying in effect, 'my comment and affection are genuine and true. I won't melt and I won't run. I am the same throughout'. That is a very powerful statement. Are there any cracks in your character? Do you sometimes forget, or say or do the wrong thing? Are there no lapses on bad days? In all honesty most of us would have to admit that at times our sincerity is flawed.
h. We live in a world that lacks patience; people looking for the greater good. Perhaps you recall the scene from the movie “Patton.” General Patton was pacing back and forth on the balcony of an English mansion. General Eisenhower had him set up as commander of an entirely fictitious army, complete with fake air traffic. The Germans are fooled and do not rush to the defense of the beaches of Normandy, thinking that the real invasion will be at Calais, headed by Patton. Of course Patton is extremely upset. He can’t believe that he is being kept out of the most glorious war of the century. He says to a subordinate that he feels God has some great calling for him, some great army to move, but General Bradley, of all people, is in charge of the only army then going anywhere.
i. Today, actors are awarded Tony, Emmy’s, Golden Globes, Oscars etc. for putting on the performance of their lives. These people Jesus was addressing were putting on the performance of their lives…they did so well, many of them were fooling themselves. They thought they were being “religious” pleasing God.  In reality they were only pleasing men. Men thought highly of them. God was unimpressed.
j. As a Christian, what are you looking for as a religious experience? Are you putting on a performance, to be seen by men? Or do you do charitable deeds to please your Father in Heaven? Are you doing things for more than meets the eye?
II. What Is Important: God Knows Mat. 6:3-4
a. Men in this context doing tings merely for recognition; charitable deeds
i. On internet: Top 50 philanthropists among whom are Oprah Winfrey, Barbra Streisand, Tiger Woods, Rosie O’Donnell, Martha Stewart, Angelina Jolie & Brad Pitt, Nicolas Cage among others
ii. If they were doing this descreetly, would heir names be brought up at all? Attaching name might draw support for cause – good motive but if done to be seen, they have already had their reward – praise of men; topped the list of philanthropists
b. Not to hide as if men find out then the deed is made null and void
c. But Jesus addressing that acts may be seen, though they should not be done with what others will think in mind (Mat. 5:16); Glory stealing…Glory belongs to God, not you

d. Relationship between yourself & God…nobody else

e. Charitable acts characteristic of Christians who were blessed with the ability to help (Ac. 2:45; 4:35; Psa. 112:5; Prov. 19:17)
f. God does not want us to help others but wants there to be more than meets the eye…a genuine desire to help others and glorify your Father.
III. In Prayer, Quality, Not Quantity Mat. 6:5-13
a. Three rules for prayer: don’t be like hypocrites: how?
i. Do not pray to be seen
ii. Do not use vain repetition
iii. Pray to God
b. Some praying to be seen: modern religion – where’s the focus on?
i. Attention should not be given to man-made externals; detracts from message and distracts from reason for coming
ii. Religion should not draw attention to self, but away and to God 1 Pet. 2:12
c. Some use vain repetition
i. Saying something once is enough for God (Jn. 9:31) God can hear
ii. Memorized prayer: not wrong to memorize, but to repeat over & again (ritualistic/repetitive) with no thought of what words mean.

iii. Well-worded prayers: though thoughts and words should be carefully chosen, thought that what we say is so expressive and well-spoken that our refined speech will move God to hear our prayers or act
iv. Religious words or phrases: habitually repeating phrases: “Lord” “Lord this…” “Lord that…”
d. Much could be said about this example prayer – lesson in and of itself; in this context, see the emphasis placed upon who it is being prayed to and thus where our focus should be

i. Some pray and pay so little attention that they almost can’t even say “amen” to the prayer; Allow mind to drift in prayer.

ii. Men at this time guilty of praying to be seen and heard by men rather than God. As if God says, “Since you are praying to be seen and heard by these men, then let’s see if they answer it.

e. How to avoid:

i. Prepare mind before prayer – prepare to focus on God alone

ii. Stay focused; think thoughts o prayer carefully; if praying while another leads, repeat words in mind and acknowledge agreement or disagreement with each point as they are made.
iii. If leading, prepare mind ahead of time; know what needs to be prayed for

iv. Be specific; though God knows, ask

v. Do not be afraid of praying for others specifically; have faith that if you miss one another will pray or them or Father will see your omission and act justly anyway
vi. Pray often; practice improves prayer immensely
f. Do you pray as often as you should?

g. Is your prayer only to be seen by others or is there more to you than meet’s the eye?
IV. Extending Forgiveness Before Being Forgiven (Mat. 6:14-16)
a. Principle: Those unwilling will not be forgiven themselves
b. Mat. 18:23-35
c. Forgiving others and our own forgiveness go hand in hand - prerequisite
d. Have you forgiven that God can forgive you as well? 

e. Is there more to you than meet’s the eye?

f. Do you have a selfish faith, only concerned about your own forgiveness, or do you have a faith that amounts to more than meets the eye?
V. Fasting Before Men or God? (Mat. 6:17-18)
a. Fasting to be seen

i. Walking around dirty, unkept

ii. Contorting faces 

b. Fasting likewise – fasting designed to take mind off of things in this world – forsake eating so that attention could be turned toward spiritual things
c. Though they are supposed to be even more focused on spiritual things, though that was not the case.

d. We can be religious to seem good to ourselves or before others

i. Never miss a service

ii. Even participate in Bible class

iii. Let everybody know where they attend

iv. Within selves they know they have left the Lord

1. No zeal

2. Not pray as should

3. Not diligent in Bible study

4. Do not share faith with others

5. Seldom do anything to care for those in need

e. Do you have a faith that is more than outward in appearance; personal faith; private important relationship between yourself and Lord

f. Is there more to your faith than meets the eye?

VI. Treasures in Heaven or On Earth? (Mat. 6:19-24)
a. What this is all about.
b. Religious; a shame; were doing things right but to benefit of noone

c. These men were receiving their reward now – praises from men 

d. Where does your recognition come from; from God or from men?
e. All that you have laid up as treasure, Is there more to you than meet’s the eye? 

f. Do not worry about things on this earth. (Mat. 6:25-32a)
g. Again, the focus where it should not be…on this earth
h. Is there more to your faith than meets the eye.

Conclusion:

1. The Solution: Do Not Lose Focus. Rely Upon God. (Mat. 6:32b-34)

a. God knows your needs

b. All is His

c. Though men might be willing to share what they have, nice to be asked first; courtesy

d. Prerequisite: seek Kingdom & you’ll receive all you need (ot necessarily physical needs – don’t worry about them; every need to survive spiritually God has provided

e. Worrying will not help a bit, so why bother? Is there anything beyond God’s realm of control? No, so turn to Him and allow His will to transpire in your life. 

Invitation:

1. Have you allowed God’s will to transpire in your life?
2. (2 Peter 3:9) tells us God is “is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”

3. Would you submit to God’s will today, devoting your life to Him? If willing, let us know immediately. Won’t you come as we sing?
By Michel Mahler 

Page 1 of 6

