Matthew 5_43-48 What Do You Do More Than Others

“What Do You Do More Than Others?”
(Matthew 5:43-48)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans (a revised version); Lakeview 9-27-08
Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:43-48
Accompanying Song: #114 I Want to Be a Worker
Purpose: To inspire the Christian to show the world who they are through doing more than is expected of them by this world.
Introduction:
1. Everywhere I have been I have always encountered people who evaluate the work that others are doing.
a. In secular work – those who worry about what their coworkers have gotten accomplished; their productivity not ever in question

b. Sadly, in church people examine the elders, the deacons, the preacher

c. Bible should be used as a tool not only for judging things others might be going wrong, but also for self-examination
2. What is your attitude in this life? 

3. I fear some have a minimal attitude toward their Christianity!
a. People who ask the question, “Do I have to come to Wednesday services in order to be faithful to the Lord?”

b. People who get upset if services last five minutes longer than they think they should.
c. People who attend worship service but rarely a Bible study.

d. Christians who would be happy to see the church grow but rarely lend a hand to get the work done.

e. People who seem to ask “What is the least I have to do in order to be considered faithful to the Lord?” No, it’s not that they come right out and say those words, but it comes out in other things they say and do. It is an attitude they have.
4. I know you don’t want to be that kind of person. I want to encourage you to let your light shine in this world by going the extra mile for 
5. Jesus taught us to be people
Body:
I. More Than Others (Mat. 5 :43-48) [2]
a. How do you compare to those in the world?
i. Title of this lesson: SEE TITLE SLIDE [3]
ii. When someone has done wrong to us it is often man’s first reaction to retaliate.
1. Like to recite verses like 

Exodus 21 [4]
 24 "eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,

 25 "burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.

2. Others would like to take it a step further; not get even, get revenge (people who are picked on who retaliate by killing schoolmates, coworkers)

iii. For those who are Christians or would be – what do you do more than others?
b. Do you bless those who curse you?

i. When others have said something unkind or unflattering what is your response?
ii. Often feel hurt, betrayed play the martyr

Ecclesiastes 7 [5]
 21 Also do not take to heart everything people say, Lest you hear your servant cursing you.

 22 For many times, also, your own heart has known That even you have cursed others.

iii. Have you ever said an unkind word about someone else? Ever been critical of another’s actions? Sure you have!

c. Do good to those who hate you?

i. Gary Sandusky – woman didn’t like some of the things he had said in the church as I recall
1. Kicked Gary and his family out just before Christmas 

2. Gary retaliated – every time it snowed he shoveled her walk for her (never knocked but shoveled and left) for two years!

Romans 12 [6]
 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.

 20 Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head."

 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

3. Finally after service one day 
d. Do you pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you?
i. Some people can be downright unkind
ii. John Humphries – brother was very contentious and disagreed with something that was said or done.

1. Instead of going and kindly, politely working out problems the brother really laid into John. (Undeserved criticism).
2. Instead of arguing or being contentious with the man he simply said, “Pray for me brother.”
3. For most first our reaction when others treat us badly might be to do the same.
4. Might we do more than others by praying for our enemies?

5. While those in the world throw stones back at those who throw at them we are taught to pray for our enemies.
iii. Through all of these statements Christ is trying to teach us the perspective of a Christian.

1. Things can appear differently depending upon what your view is.

2. Just as moving from one area of the room to another will change your perspective…

3. With greater understanding of a situation comes a change of perspective (looking at the problem from the  angle the Lord sees it from).
4. Jesus is telling us to look at them as God would see them…not someone you ought to retaliate against…but someone who needs your blessings, your kindness and your prayers. 
a. Why? Because people who do these things are weak in the faith or are lost.

b. People who are where they need to be in their Christian faith do not curse and hate and persecute others

c. Who needs prayers more than those who are weak in their faith or completely lost? Answer: nobody!
e. So again, I want to ask you, what do you do more than others?
II. Jesus: The Great Leader, Our Eternal Example [7]
a. Jesus was a great leader. 
i. Great leaders never ask others to do what they themselves would not do.

ii. Jesus never gave a command He himself was not willing to complete. Notice the words of Peter:
1 Peter 2 [8]
 21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:
b. Jesus was a man who was willing to do more than others. 
Luke 23 [9]
 34 Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." And they divided His garments and cast lots.

i. I want you to seriously consider the context of this passage and then think about what Jesus told His followers to do in Mat. 5:43-48.

ii. He was trying to help us to see that being a Christian means we hold ourselves to a higher standard than others do.

iii. He taught His followers to “love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,” (Mat. 5:44)
iv. Jesus fulfills every one of these in this passage.
1. As they are in the process of beating Him, mocking Him, wrongfully accusing Him and murdering Him, as He submits Himself fully to them He speaks to the Father in this short prayer asking for the forgiveness of these wicked men.

2. Why? Because Jesus has a different perspective!

3. He not only sees what they are doing to Him and how wronged He is…but He sees beyond that and sees the men who are lost in sin…men who are condemned to an eternity of the most unbearable punishment unless they turn from their wickedness and receive forgiveness…

4. …And He has compassion on them, prays for His enemies, and allows those wretched men to put Him to death.

5. Let us never forget the level of self-control Jesus displayed at this moment: Remember the power He said He possessed earlier, in the garden of Gethsamane? 
Matthew 26 [10]
 53 "Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels?
6. These men were dead men at the very request of Christ! All of these men who did this had no idea what they were doing. 

7. It would be more safe to play catch with a nuclear warhead than to tempt the Lord with the power He possessed.
8. Not only does this show is the amount of self control Christ had, but also the love he had for you.

a. When Christ went through all of this, He was thinking of mankind that needed the forgiveness of sins.

b. Somewhere in those thoughts was YOU! He died for you!

c. What was Jesus trying to say with all of this?

III. What is the benefit of doing more than others? [11]
a. Jesus not talking to Christians at this point; church not yet established. Speaking to the Jews…
b. For the Jews, it showed the world who they were (See Mat. 5:43-48 Slide again – emphasis on “that you may be sons of your Father in Heaven”)
c. If we behave no differently than those in the world, how will the world see that we are God’s children?
Romans 12 [12]
 17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.

 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.

 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.

 20 Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head."

 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

i. Some things are out of our control, but 

ii. As much as you can, you are expected to do what you can to live peaceably with all men.

IV. How will you excel beyond what is expected of you by the world? What will you do more than others? [13]
a. See the words of our Lord again:

Luke 6 [14]
 35 "But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.

b. Will you love your enemies? 

i. Most in the world would, at the very least, avoid their enemies if not treat them spitefully.

1. Alan Jackson in a country song titled, “Tonight I Climbed the Wall” sings about how there is a wall or something between his wife and himself and rather than see the marriage end he is going to climb the wall, meaning he is going to go the extra mile to make amends and end the distance between them.
a. Husbands and wives…will you do more than others?

b. In a world that tells us, “If you can’t get along anymore get a divorce.” would you be willing to do more than others do?

c. Would you be willing to climb that wall between you and put aside your petty differences?

2. When someone has wronged you….even if it is something almost unforgivable…even if it is your spouse…will you go beyond and go out of the way to be good and show kindness to them?
c. Will you lend, hoping for nothing in return?

i. Some people often extend courtesies saying they expect nothing in return but in actuality they do.

ii. Have you ever given a gift because you expected someone else to give you one?

iii. Have you ever done someone a favor and then become upset because they did not offer to pay you for it (maybe you didn’t even want the money, but you wanted the praise for doing good)?
iv. How attached to the things of this world are we? 

1. What a great trade-off this passage offers…
2. Give things of this world to others (with the right attitude)...

3. Reap eternal benefits! 
d. Will your light be brighter than others? Mat. 5:14-16
Matthew 5 [15]
 14 "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.

 15 "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.

 16 "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

e. Will you rise above the standard?
i. The world says, it is wrong to kill others.

ii. Do more than others:

1 John 3 [16]
 15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

1 John 4 [16b]
 20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?

f. Will you resist the temptation to fight with your enemies?
Matthew 5 [17]
 39 "But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.

i. When those in the world would not be able to control their temper, could you sacrifice your pride?

ii. Would you be willing to turn the other cheek?

g. The world says it’s o.k. to drink socially, it doesn’t hurt anyone. Will you do more than others…would you show strength and righteousness where they are weak?
Proverbs 23 [18]
 31 Do not look on the wine when it is red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it swirls around smoothly;

h. The world says you only live once so get all you can while you can…live to please number one! 
Matthew 6 [19]
 33 "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

Philippians 2 [19b]
 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.

i. Will you do more than others? 

ii. Will you go beyond what is expected and live not to place yourself first but to place God and others first?
Conclusion:

1. What Christ was trying to teach us is that Christianity is not a religion, but a lifestyle! 

Romans 12 [20]
 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

a. Conformed: 

i. Suschematizo,  (soos-khay-mat-id'-zo):conform to the same pattern; fashion self according to

1. Suschematizo comes from two words:

a. Sun, (soon): union; with or together; by association, companionship, process, resemblance, possession, instrumentality, addition, etc.:--beside, with

b. Schema,  (skhay'-mah): (by implication) external condition:--fashion

b. Transformed: 

i. Transformed: “metamorphoo” (met-am-or-fo'-o) to transform (literally or figuratively, "metamorphose"); change; transfigure; transform. 
2. Will you be different from the world?
Invitation:

1. Will you do more than others? Will you accept the Bible for what it says?

a. World full of religious division and confusion.

b. Sadly, many in the world today believe things that aren’t taught in the Bible.

c. Man have caused divisions among themselves, calling themselves after man-made names and practice things that can’t be established by looking at book, chapter and verse.

d. Will you do more than others and be content to simply become just a Christian only? Will you be content to do exactly as God says in His word?

2. Men have all kinds of ideas about what one must do to obey God and be saved. Would you be content to simply trust what the Bible says and forget about any ideas man might have to add to it?
John 5 [21]
 24 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.

John 8 [22]
 24 "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."

Luke 13 [23]
 3 "I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.

Matthew 10 [24] 

 32 "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.

 33 "But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.

Mark 16 [25]
 16 "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.

John 15 [26]
 14 "You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.

Revelation 2 

 10 "Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
Galatians 6 [27]
 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.
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