Matthew 5:21-48 What Have You Been Told?
Date Presented:

Place:

Script. Read:

Song:

Purpose:

Introduction:

1. Illust.:

As a woman placed her order in the takeout chicken shop, a look of consternation swept across the clerk's face, and a shocked buzz rustled through the line of customers. 
"What!" the clerk cried. "You want to know how much chicken you should order for three hundred people"'

The woman waved her arms and shouted, "No, no 'three hungry people!'

a. Moral of the story: it is important that we understand if we want the clear picture.

2. Why do you believe what you do?

a. Own thoughts imagination
b. Preconceived ideas

c. Traditions

d. Teachings of Parents?

e. Because what religious leader has taught you?

f. Because it is what you have read in your Bible?

3. Why is there so much religious confusion?
4. All churches think they are right – only one will be able to prove it.

5. Why is there so much religious confusion? Several reasons may come to mind

6. One of biggest reasons is that people are constantly listening to sources other than the Bible
7. Approx 42 +/- churches in this area to choose from. What brings you to this place?
8. Relig. Confusion not new – in Jesus’ day as well
Body:

I. Some Causes of Religious Confusion (Mat. 5 - turn)
a. What have religious leaders taught you?

b. What is common thought on street?

c. Jesus teaches them: Don’t believe everything you hear – 6 statements:

d. Don’t Murder

i. “You have heard…” (v. 21)
ii. “But I say…” (vs. 22-26)
e. Don’t Commit Adultery
i. “You have heard…” (v. 27)
ii. “But I say…” (vs. 28-30)
f. When you divorce, give wife certificate

i. “You have heard…” (v. 31)
ii. “But I say…” (v. 32)
g. Do Not Make False Vows; Keep Vows

i. “You have heard…” (v. 33)
ii. “But I say…” (vs. 34-37)
h. Return Wrong For Wrong; Equal Retaliation
i. “You have heard…” (v. 38)
ii. “But I say…” (vs. 39-42)
i. Love Neighbor; Hate Enemies
i. “You have heard…” (v. 43)
ii. “But I say…” (v. 44-47)
j. In every case they either misunderstood or did not go far enough with their understanding
k. Men think they can come half way to being God-like but God wants them to be God-like in every way (v. 48)
II. Lessons from the Text - Jesus teaching: 
a. First that majority vote does not determine truth (commonly believed)
b. Secondly, consider the greater lesson at stake – why are you told to do/not to do something?

c. Question/examine the teaching of religious leaders
d. Consider what world teaches; compare it to Bible
e. Godliness or Corruption – Both Begin in the Heart

i. v. 22 – anger

ii. v. 28 – lust
iii. v. 37 – honesty

iv. v. 44 - love
III. Why are People Confused? Lack of Study
a. Rel. leaders confused in Jesus’ day; believed many things incorrectly – Why
i. Lack of proper study; Jesus: “Have you not read?”
1. Why they Misunderstood disciples picking grain on Sabbath- 1Sam. 21:6-7;  (Mat. 12:3-5); religious workers could work on Sabbath
2. Why they Misunderstood that it was not right to divorce for any reason (Mat. 19:4); God made them for each other; joined them together; if God joins, who is man to separate? Gen. 2:24
3. Why they Misunderstood the resurrection (Mat. 22:23-28); they neither understood the scriptures they taught nor God’s power (able to do so – there is a resurrection (vs. 30-32)
4. Why they Misunderstood identifying their Messiah (Mr. 12:10); they rejected the authority by which He came (Mk. 11:28)
5. Why they Misunderstood (Mr. 12:26)
ii. Elementary statements – Jesus speaking to teachers (expert leaders) of the law as though they were novice – had not even read it yet
iii. Many people do not question relig. leaders because assume they have devoted lives to studying Bible; high degrees, etc. - who are they to ask, challenge, etc.
iv. Some relig leaders simply have not studied diligently (2 Tim 2:15)
v. Likewise if you do not study, expect to be wrong on a number of things

IV. What have you been told?
a. Worldly wisdom often fails us

b. World says: Fulfill Every Carnal Desire; Only Live Once 
i. Bible says Deny Self (Lk. 9:23-24)
c. World Says: See Self as Self-Sufficient
i. Bible says our sufficiency is God (2 Cor. 3:5)
d. World Says: Feel Self-Righteous

i. Bible says We Are Not Justified by Our Own Righteousness (Phil 3:9)
e. World Says: Self-help

i. Bible says Lord is Our Helper (Psa. 54:4)
f. World Says: Receive Glory
i. Bible says please God (Rev. 4:11)
g. World Says: Fulfill own will

i. Bible says Let not my will but thy will be done (Lk. 22:42)
h. World Says: Be Self-Confident
i. Bible says Put no confidence in flesh; it will fail you (Phil. 3:3)
i. World Says: Climb ladder of worldly success
i. Bible says He must increase; I decrease (Jn. 3:30)
j. World Says: Keep up self -image

i. Bible says Set forth God’s Image (2 Cor. 3:18)
k. World Says: Be self-motivated

i. Bible says Love of Christ motivates us (2 Cor. 5:14)
l. World Says: Self-pity

i. Bible says Count trials joy when they come (Jas. 1:2)
m. World Says: Take care of self; look out for #1

i. Bible says be inter-dependant (Gal. 6:2; 1 Cor. 12:21)
n. World Says: Be proud; consider yourself the best & show it 

i. Bible says esteem others better than self (Phil. 2:3)
o. World Says: Live for self

i. Bible says die & let Christ live in you (Gal. 2:20)
Conclusion:
1. What have you been told?

2. What has the world lead you to believe?

3. World full of err – be careful (1 Jn. 4:1)
4. Look to the Bible rather than some outside source
Invitation:

1. Have you been mislead?
2. You have heard we can be saved by simply praying to Jesus. But I say to you:
a. Believe (Jn. 3:16)
b. Repent (Lk. 13:3)
c. Confess (Mat. 10:32)
d. Baptized (Mk. 16:16)
e. Grow, Learn, Live Faithfully; lifelong (Re. 2:10)
