Matthew 3_13-17; Mark 1_9-11; Luke 3_21-22; John 1_29-34 The Baptism of Jesus

“The Baptism of Jesus” [2]
(Matthew 3_13-17; Mark 1_9-11; Luke 3_21-22; John 1_29-34)
Scripture Reading:

Accompanying Song:

Purpose: To help the hearer understand why Jesus was baptized, the example that teaches us, and to inspire the hearer to follow in his footsteps if they have not done so.
Founding Principle:

1. Read Josh. 6:3-5 [3a]
a. Joshua told to have his army march around the city once blowing ram’s horn’s for seven days.
b. On the seventh day they were to march around seven times and blow the trumpets and the walls would fall.
2. What would have happened if the men would have changed or altered God’s commands?
3. Would it have worked if they did not do the things God had required in the prescribed manner.

4. I say no:

a. [3b] (6:5) – “…when they make a long blast…”
b. “…when you hear the sound of the trumpet…”
c. After the people shouted with a great shout…”…then the wall of the city will fall down flat…”
5. We can all look at this story and see that victory was dependant upon God’s following instructions by faith (cf. Heb. 11:30). [3c]
Introduction:
1. Open to Mat. 3 - In a moment we will read about the baptism of Jesus.

2. The Holy Spirit wanted us to know about this event. 

a. Many differences among the four gospels.

b. But this is one of the few times an event is recorded in each of the four gospels.
i. Not true of Christ’s birth

ii. Not true of many of His miracles

iii. But is true of His Baptism…a message the Holy Spirit wanted to the Jews (Mat.), the Romans (Mk.) the Greeks (Lk.) and all to hear (Jn.).
3. This came at a moment when John was at the height of his ministry and Jesus would soon take center stage.
4. Does the baptism of Christ teach us anything about Christian baptism today?

5. Read Mat. 3:13-17 
Body:

I. One Reason why Jesus was not baptized: 
a. How many of us have come to those passages where Jesus was Baptized and then thought to ourselves, “Why did Jesus become baptized then? 

b. We know it was not for the same reason others were being baptized by John: Read Mk. 1:4 [4a]
i. There is no record Jesus did the same thing they were doing Mk. 1:5 “…confessing their sins.”
ii. It was not because he had the need to repent nor sins to be forgiven of.” (2 Cor. 5:21 [4b]; Heb. 4:15 [4c])
iii. So the reasons we, common sinners, are baptized and the reasons Christ was baptized must be somewhat different.

iv. So the question then remains, why did Jesus feel the need to be baptized?
II. Two reasons why Jesus was baptized: [4d]
a. Mt. 3:15 “…to fulfill all righteousness…”
i. (Lk. 7:29-30) [4e] It was God’s will that men be baptized
ii. In the story at the beginning of the lesson, we observed that in order to satisfy the command of God and achieve victory, the Israelites had to march around the wall and blow their horns exactly as God had commanded.
b. (Jn. 1:29-33) [4f] The baptism offered an opportunity to reveal Jesus as the Messiah to the world 
c. A good leader not only possesses the knowledge and the skills to lead, but he leads by example. Christ did not operate on the principle, “Do as I say and not as I do.
III. Things the Baptism Accomplished: [4g]
a. Isa. 11:2 [4h]
i. Wisdom

1. Skill or wit; The application of knowledge

2. Once given the facts, Jesus needed to know what God wanted Him to do with them.

a. Many brethren possess great knowledge about the Bible but do not know the Bible personally; statements like:
i. “The church teaches…” (church doesn’t teach anything, the Bible does)

ii. “Well, don’t we believe…” (Not about what we believe, it is what the truth is).
b. Never learn all that they are to do with it

i. Some view them as facts, but do nothing with it ; just  know what the Bible teaches, much like knowing the contents of a good book, nothing more; has little effect on their lives; outwardly appear little different than the world; secret to many around them that they even go to church
ii. Others possess it for demolition purposes – to prove others are wrong, & lost and in sin
3. What good is the knowledge if we never use it for it’s intended purpose

a. Draw us closer to God

b. Edify other Christians
c. Save the lost

ii. Understanding

1. To know what God meant perfectly
2. To know how to apply the wisdom he possessed
3. Christ knew

a. The hearts of men

b. How men would react beforehand

c. What the outcome of the situation would be in any given scenario
d. This gave Christ the ability to navigate the situation with ease, knowing the best thing to do.
iii. Spirit of council and Might

1. Knew what to tell people

2. Custom fit His words to the given situation of the specific individual

a. Not everyone’s background (past) is the same
b. Not everyone’s current condition is the same
c. Not all individuals the same, thus not will react the same

iv. Spirit of Knowledge

1. To be cunning

2. All-Aware

3. This was the ability that allowed him to overcome the wiles of the scribes and Pharisees

v. The fear of the Lord

1. He understood the proper respect for the Lord

2. Do you remember the time 

b. It confirmed what John had been saying was True: 
i. (Mat. 3:11) [4i] John had been proclaiming his coming 

ii. John had also been told how to identify the one coming after Him.

1. Initially, Christ did not seem to fit the bill in John’s mind (Mt. 3:14)
2. John had initially hesitated to baptize Jesus
3. (Jn. 1:29-34) Once the baptism was complete, John realized it had to be so that Jesus could be revealed as the one of whom John had spoken of who had the Spirit  land and remain upon Him.
IV. What does the Baptism of Christ Teach Us? [4j]
a. That God requires not just belief, but God requires obedience to His commands

b. It also teaches us that we should set a good example before others.

i. Jesus delighted in setting a good example, by doing the will of His Father

1. Jn. 4:34 [4k]
a. Doing the Father’s Will Satisfied Him just as a good meal satisfies the needs of the body

b. Without food, the body perishes
c. Without doing the will of the Father, the soul also perishes
2. John 8:29 [4l]
3. (Psa. 40:7-8) [4m] Are we like Christ? Do we feel deep sustenance from doing the will of the Father?
ii. Though Christ had no need for sins, countless others were watching or might hear of the event

iii. Why did Jesus become baptized at the beginning of His ministry?

1. How could Jesus tell others to obey the Lord and all of His commands if He Himself was not willing?
2. Jesus sought to set the example for us that we must follow (1 Cor. 11:1; cf. Ac. 9:18) [4n]
Conclusion:

1. Christ understood that in order to be completely and totally righteous before God, He needed to submit to the Lord’s commands.
2. If those people of the New Testament and Christ needed to be baptized in order to be truly obedient to God’s command, why should we be any different, especially since we are sinners?
3. There is no direct similarity between Christ’s baptism and our own.

a. Christ’s was not for the remission of sins, as ours are (Ac. 2:38; 22:16) [4o]
b. Our baptism is a union with Christ in His death (Rom. 6:3-7) [4p] .
c. No where does the Bible indicate that we are baptized for the same reasons Christ was [4q]. 
Invitation:

1. At the beginning of the lesson, we illustrated that complete, total and exact obedience according to God’s word is necessary in order to please Him.

2. If you have never believed in Christ, repented of your sins, confessed the name of Christ before men, have you done all exactly as God has commanded? If so, how can that be?
3. If you have never been fully submersed for the remission of your sins, have done as God has commanded you?
4. If you have not been living just as God has called you to live, is that complete and total obedience to God? 
a. That not only means living the Christian life, but growing as a Christian, striving to become a person who desires to glorify God in all that you do, praising his name the whole day through for your entire life.

b. It also means growing to the point that you are willing to share your faith with others, praying for those opportunities and seizing them as God allows time.

5. Would you face the judgment day knowing you had not done the Father’s will. If even Christ did not believe He could get by with it, why should we?

6. Won’t you let us help you if you need it?
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