Matthew 2_13-23 That It Might Be Fulfilled

“That It Might Be Fulfilled” [2]
(Matthew 2:13-23)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, November 2, 2008
Scripture Reading:

Accompanying Song:

Purpose: To See Jesus from a prophetic historical perspective so that we understand God is in complete control, therefore we can have complete confidence in Him
Introduction:
1. Who is Jesus? [3]
a. Baby born in a manger? Yes, but more!

b. Son of a carpenter? In one sense?

c. A prophet? Priest? King? Yes to all, but still more…

d. Matthew wrote to tell the Jews who Christ was:
i. Mt. 1:1 – the messiah (Jesus, the Christ) who sits at the right hand of God; the son of David, the son of Abraham – through whom the whole world is blessed.
ii. Jesus is of the eternal Holy Spirit born of the virgin Mary (Mt. 1:20)
iii. He is the one who will save the world of their sins (Mat. 1:21)
iv. He is “Immanuel” or “God With Us” (Mt. 1:23)
v. He is the king of the Jews that the wise men bowed to worship (Mat. 2:2, 11)

e. Today, we learn he is also the fulfiller of prophetic history

2. Prophecy: The Story of Jesus Prophetically Foreshadowed in the O.T.
3. Read Matthew 2:13-23
a. Focus upon vs. 15 “That it Might Be Fulfilled” and vs. 17, 18 “Then was fulfilled”
b. Prophecies relate to these things Matthew has spoken of in the life of Christ
4. Important to remember that Matthew is not saying Jesus is merely repeating history, but rather that He fulfilled history [4]
5. Matthew writes from a Jewish perspective

6. The story he tells is one of both the exodus from Egypt and the destruction of Jerusalem and Babylonian captivity being fulfilled through Christ – several parallels; some prophecies/scriptures have a dual-meaning
a. Herod made plans to kill the son of God; planned to sent the wise men to find the child and report back to him

b. God overcame these plans easily (Mt. 2:12)
c. Herod failed to grasp the idea that God’s plan cannot be thwarted
7. Story of Jesus would have drawn many parallels to the thinking Jewish mind to their own history

Body:
I. Historical Prophetic Parallel: Joseph and His Families’ flee to Egypt and the life of Christ [5]
a. The exodus to Egypt:

i. Spoke to Joseph, Husband o Mary (2:13) – Likened to a 3 am call – you know it is not good news! Get up now! Get out of there! The child is in danger! Go to Egypt, beyond the reach of Herod’s power!

ii. Historically, Egypt a land of refuge for those who have had to flee from Palestine
1. Jacob and family found refuge from famine there (Gen. 42)

2. When King Solomon sought to put Jeroboam to death, Jeroboam sought refuge there (1 Kin. 11:40)
3. When King Jehoaikim sought to kill the prophet Uriah, he fled and escaped to Egypt (Jer. 26:21)

4. When the citizens fo Judah killed the governor that Nebuchadnezzar had placed over them, Jeremiah fled from them to Egypt (Jer. 41:17)

5. Egypt: the only natural place for Joseph, Mary and the baby Jesus could flee for safety

iii. The flight to Egypt [5a]: and echo from Israel’s past immediately recognizable to the Jew
iv. Important to see Matthew’s point of view: not as history repeated, but as history fulfilled!

v. Remember the story of Gen. 42:

1. Both stories: main character = Joseph[5b]
2. Both stories: there is a flee from Canaan and safety attained in Egypt[5c]
3. Both stories: both Joseph, the son of Jacob and Joseph, the husband of Mary save themselves and their families [5d]
b. The return from Egypt:
i. Mat. 2:15 – at the time Matthew writes this it had been commonly thought to apply the nation of Israel; Matthew applies it directly to Christ

ii. Neither story allows the people to come back before the time is right – Israelites cannot return until enemies are gone [5e] -  are cleared from the land and Joseph, husband of Mary cannot return until their enemy, Herod gone
iii. Israel were God’s children called out of Egypt [5f]; Matthew applies it to Jesus = Son of God called out of Egypt
iv. In other words, in His own life, Jesus fulfills the greatest salvation event of the O.T. – The exodus of God’s people from their bondage in Egypt; Jesus frees us from the bondage of sin/death [5g]
v. Just as Moses escaped the attacks of Pharaoh to kill Him as an infant, Jesus also escaped Herod. [5h]
vi. Both the infant child deliverers return to lead their people from bondage [5i] – the first from physical, the second from spiritual
c. Not simply history  repeated, but “That it might be fulfilled”
II. Historical Prophetic Parallel: Jesus Fulfilled the Captivity Story: 
a. Again history not merely repeating itself, but “Then was fulfilled…” (Mat. 2:17-18)
b. Mat. 2:18 – a quote from Jer. 31:5
i. Matthew turns the Jew’s attention to the Rachel…
ii. The passage in Jer. 31:5 speaks of Rachel’s mourning over Judah’s captivity and deportation in 590 B.C.
iii. The scene: Jerusalem conquered; city set aflame; victorious soldiers looting, raping and killing; husbands and sons lost in battle; weeping and mourning; all seems lost; hopeless situation – Parallel to the sentiment felt when the soldiers entered into Bethlehem to put those male children to death
c. We see the story of Christ’s salvation foretold in Jewish HistoryIn Egypt, Satan tried to stop God’s plans through another evil, foolhardy leader [6a]– Pharaoh 
d. In an attempt to stop the people from becoming strong enough and rising up to free themselves from bondage Pharaoh had all of the male children killed – thrown into the Nile by the midwives; In the New we see Herod putting the children to death to retain His power [6b]over Israel as well.
i. At the time Jesus came into this world, Herod is in power: extremely insecure and paranoid man; power hungry; willing to retain control at any cost

1. 40 B.C. – Roman senate bestows Herod with the title “King of the Jews”

2. Killed 3 sons, 2 brothers-in-law, a wife, and countless others not even related to him.

3. Was threatened by the statement made by the wise men (Mat. 2:2-3); if wise men were willing to follow, how many more? Loss of power? Rebellion?

4. Must have felt threatened by the thought of every male Israelite child – sent soldiers to Bethlehem and had them all killed (Mt. 2:16)

ii. Scene in Bethlehem – heart-wrenching

1. Screaming

2. Babies pulled from their mothers arms

3. Crying

4. The Bloodshed

5. Fathers stand by, helpless in rage

6. Some may have even been beaten, harmed or killed defending their families

7. Others holding their distraught wives as they hold the body of their baby boy in their arms wondering…why did this happen?

8. How often have you thought of the price paid for your salvation from this angle?

a. Lives lost so that you and I might sit in a warm, comfortable building and casually read the gospel…

b. Children, prophets, disciples, apostles, innocent people killed in the most inhumane manner

9. Jesus only escapes by God’s providential care

e. Why did all of this happen to the Jews and to Jesus? – How could God allow this to happen? “That it Might Be Fulfilled” 

i. All that happened in the O.T. – the Exodus – merely the 

ii. Through these events, man (Herod & Romans) feel as though they are in control - Merely an Illusion

iii. God foresees, fore plans, predetermines and sets the wheels in motion to complete his plan of salvation for mankind; small children’s lives lost = small price to pay in comparison to all humanity
III. Through Christ, the Salvation Story Comes Full-Circle; Complete

a. That which was lesser (events of the O.T.) are a foreshadow in prophetic history of that which was greater (Christ) to come.
i. Rescue of the baby Moses and his return for freedom from physical bondage….

ii. Will seem as nothing when compared to the saving of the baby Jesus and His return to offer the world salvation from their bondage to sin (Mat. 1:21)
b. So many of the things of the Old Testament are a foreshadow of things that were to come (Col. 2:16-17; Heb. 8:5; 10:1; 11:39-40) [7-11]
Conclusion:

1. What Can We Learn From This? - God sees all throughout eternity as clearly as we see today.

2. God foresaw these events; wrote prophecies centuries (Hosea: 700-800 years and Jeremiah 580-630 years) earlier; provisions in place; many of these other events/prophecies happened not hundreds, but thousands of years prior to Christ!
3. We learn the important lessons: 

a. Man cannot change the plan of God; 

b. He has the upper hand; head start; 

c. planned and has made preparations long before our time; 

d. foolish to think we could affect/alter His plans by our own puny efforts; even our efforts can be overcome by God

e. If God has such great knowledge; such mastery of control and inability to be defeated – defeats His enemies centuries even before they are born then those who are His faithful children have nothing to fear!

4. Ac. 4:12
5. Who is Jesus? More than a baby in a manger, a son of a carpenter, or even a prophet…He is the fulfillment of the ages.
Invitation:

1. Though even a small child, the wise men paid Jesus the respect and honor they knew Him to deserve

2. Have you submitted your life to him?

3. Like the wise man, submit yourselves to Him today
By Michel Mahler 
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