Wise Men Still Seek Him

“Wise Men Still Seek Him” [2]
(Matthew 2:1-12)
Scripture Reading:

Accompanying Song:

Purpose:

Introduction:
1. x
2. x
3. Read Matthew 2:1-12
Body:

I. Much popular false information about the birth of Christ:

a. Legend & Truth - The “mysterious” wise men of Matthew 2?
i. Legend: There were three wise men [3a]
1. Truth: No exact number has been given in the biblical account
2. Three gifts given, but number of gifts may not indicate the number of givers
ii. Legends: 
1. These wise men were kings from the orient [3b]
2. Their names were Melchior, Balthasar, and Caspar [3c]
3. Truth: 
a. Some think they were priests from Persia

b. Others believe they were astrologers from Babylon

iii. Legend: They visited Baby Jesus together with the shepherds the night of His birth in the manger [3d]
1. Truth:
a. It was some time later (up to two years!) - Mt 2:1,16
b. They visited Mary and the child in a house, not a stable! - Mt 2:11
b. The lesson to be learned then, is that it is easy for fiction to be taken as fact.
i. Many who inject small errors into the text to mislead people from the truth…too much assumption or speculation can be dangerous.

ii. Other examples:

1. Jonah swallowed by a whale – story only says it was a large fish

2. Adam and eve ate an apple – “fruit” is all that it is called

3. Depicting baptism as a sprinkling

4. We need to listen carefully and act as the Bereans did, searching the scriptures carefully regularly (Ac. 17:11). [4]
II. Characters of the Story and What They Teach Us:

a. Wise Men: The fact is, the Biblical account tells us little about who these men were.
i. The emphasis actually lies upon what they did, not who they were. 
ii. [5a] Their attitude toward Christ serves as an example we should follow. Could even the gifts the wise men gave reveal their attitude toward him and show their respect for the life he would live?
a. Gold: An appropriate gift of a king
b. Frankincense: An appropriate offering to God. Very fragrant when burned, as incense.
c. Myrrh: An appropriate gift for one who would die. Chiefly used for embalming bodies.
iii. [5b]Why they came - Mat. 2:2,11 
1. he is “Immanuel” or “God With Us”

2. Deserving of worship
iv. [5c] The effort they put forth to worship Him:

1. They felt it worthy of a long, tiresome journey to see the God of the universe in the flesh!

a. Long journey

b. Across deserts

c. Dangerous journey

d. Great cost to travel

e. What of those left behind – loved ones, businesses, property?

f. Imagine the reaction of their friends when they told them where they were going!

2. How many today would not walk six blocks to worship if their car broke down?
v. Lesson to be learned from the wise men:

1. [5d] Even the most unlikely person might believe!

2. There may be people we might never expect who desire to serve the Lord. We may not know the condition of their heart and their desire to serve God, but the Lord does (2 Tim. 2:19). [6]
3. Sometimes those we would expect to know and receive the word of God won’t (c.f. the Pharisees and Scribes) while others we might view as unlikely would seek to please Him.
a. They understood they were indebted to the young child – they gave the child gifts
b. How many people of the world fail to recognize who Jesus is and what they owe to Him?
c. Yet these gentiles from a far-off land honored Him!
d. You would have expected the attitude the wise men had to be displayed by the Jewish priests and leaders…after all, it was their King, their Messiah!

e. Yet instead, men came from a far away country to show the respect the Christ child should have received from His own people!

f. Jn. 1:11 [6b]
g. Sadly, this is often true still today:
i. Those who do not have the truth are more active and full of zeal for the Lord than those who do have it!
ii. Children of Christian parents often show less interest than children of non-Christian parents.
vi. The wise men 
1. Believed in the Christ-child through faith: [7]
a. Though they had never seen him

b. Even though the religious leaders of their day were unbelieving (scribes and Pharisees)
c. They believed without any miracle performed by Christ
d. Apparently with little knowledge, training or Biblical teaching to persuade them.
2. [8a] Definition of faith: (Heb. 11:1)
3. [8b] God honors this type of faith (Jn. 20:29).
b. Herod:
i. Matthew points out how Herod felt when he learned the prophecies of the Messiah were being fulfilled:
1. A righteous person would be awestruck, curious, inquisitive…

2. Yet Herod felt “troubled.” (Mat. 2:3)
3. Wicked People Feel Threatened By the Righteous 
ii. [9a] John 3:20
iii. Herod reminds us of people in the world who are religious, but not spiritual.
1. Herod was forced to admit the long-awaitd prophecies of the messiah were coming to pass.
2. He sent for all of the chief priests and scribes together to ask them where the Christ was to beborn.

a. One sincere would seek out the answer for themselves. After all, inspired prophecy should spark interest and  belief.

b. Instead, Herod acted as the world does:
i. Many in the world want to simply ask their religious leader what the scriptures teach rather than finding out for themselves.

ii. [9b] Salvation may not come easy, it should take work: (Phil. 2:12).
iv. Makes one think of the scribes demonstrate to us that some men may possess great knowledge but not faith.
1. The chief priests and scribes were quick to provide Herod the answer to his question.
2. If they knew the Christ child had been born, so far as we know, they did not act on their knowledge of Him.
v. The same could be true of us today:

1. We may have knowledge of scripture…

2. But do we have a spiritual attitude that moves us to act upon our faith?
III. Evil Men Suppress the Truth While the Righteous Embrace it and Share It: [10a]
a. Herod secretly called the wise men (Mat. 2:7).
b. If it truly could be the Prophesied Messiah, the Son of God, Herod should have submitted to Him.
c. Herod should have had the Zeal the wise men had.

i. Note the zeal these men had 
1. “They rejoiced with exceedingly great joy” at the sight of the star - Mat 2:10).
2. Upon entering the house they “fell down and worshipped” the baby Jesus.
ii. Note the humility and attitude these men had:
1. Acknowledged this child as their king
2. Free will – nobody forced them to, no threat to those who did not fall don to worship, as might be required of any other earthly king.
IV. Evil Men, Just Like False Teachers Conceal Their Intentions (Mat. 2:8) [10b]
a. Herod told the wise men he wanted them to bring back word to him so that He could worship the Child also.
b. Later, his true intentions were revealed (Mat. 2:16). [10c]
c. (Mat. 7:15) [10d]
Conclusion:

1. This lesson about the wise men ought to inspire us to have a faith more like them.

2. The lesson ought to also remind us about the attitudes and evil intentions of wicked men.
3. Many today expect a miracle or profound teaching before they will believe.

4. The wise men serve as an eternal example that such is not necessary to have that kind of faith.

Invitation:

1. Are you waiting for a miracle or profound teaching before you come to Christ?
2. The wise men teach us that should not be necessary.
3. Wise men still seek Him. 
4. Are you wise?

5. Let us help you to obey the Lord.

Note: Some of the points of this outline are taken from Mark Copeland’s outline on Mat. 2:1-12.
Michel Mahler 
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