Mat26_57-68FacingOurAdversaries		Last Updated: 7/24/2011 2:10 AM
“Facing Our Adversaries”
(Mat. 26:57-68; Mk. 14:53-65; Lk. 22:66-71; Jn. 18:12-14, 19-24)

Times & Locations Preached:
Scripture Reading: Jn. 15:18-25
Accompanying Song: # “”
Subject: Adversity
Objective: To observe the actions of Christ and see 1) what to expect from our adversaries and 2) 
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\40_Matthew\Mat26_57-68FacingOurAdversaries.docx

Introduction:

1. How do you respond in the face of adversity (Opening Slide – Truck stop)?

2. Illust.
a. Truck driver is eating his food in a restaurant minding his own business when a small motorcycle gang pulls into the diner.
b. The bikers immediately came into the diner and started harassing the customers. 
c. Still, the truck driver said nothing. 
d. Noticing how quiet he had been one of the bikers turned his attention to the driver of the big rig.
e. “That your rig out there?” One biker asked?
f. “Yeah.” The trucker responded.
g. “I hate truck drivers. You all think you’re big and bad but out of your rig you’re nothing!”
h. The biker took the truckers coffee and proceeded to dump it on the rest of his food.
i. The truck driver simply got up, paid his bill and went out to his truck. 
j. “He’s not much of a man outside of his truck!” The biker said to the waitress.
k. The waitress shot back, “He ain’t much of a driver either. He just ran over six motorcycles on his way out of the parking lot!”

3. The Christian is promised that we will encounter opposition in us this world (1 Jn. 3:13; 2 Tim. 3:12)
a. Since we will endure persecution and opposition, we need to be well-prepared to handle it. 
b. Obviously, there is a right way to address those who oppose us, and a wrong way.
c. In this lesson, I would like for us to examine the way Christ dealt with opposition (Title Slide). 

4. This lesson taken from Mat. 26:57-68 and parallel passages.
a. We will read Mat. 26:57-68 together
b. Then we will examine two lessons from the passage:
i. What we can expect from our adversaries
ii. The Christ-like response to our adversaries
c. Read Mat. 26:57-68

Body: 
I. What to Expect From Our Adversaries
A. A Superior Attitude (Jn. 18:19-22)
1. Jesus has been asked about what He has been teaching.
2. Essentially what He has told the priest is, “Don’t take my word for it. I have taught openly in the temple, the synagogues, the streets…lots of people have heard me teach. Don’t take my word for it, go and ask them what I have taught.”
3. For telling the priest to seek the testimony of credible eye witnesses, Jesus is struck by one of the officers.
4. Normally, in a court of law, eyewitness accounts would be a great thing to have if trying a witness.
5. Yet when Jesus asks that all of the evidence be examined the only thing He receives is a condescending, superior attitude.
6. If they will do that to our Lord, we can expect that as well (Jn. 15:18).

B. Disinterest in the Truth (Mat. 26:59)
1. False testimony was sought to convict our Lord.
2. Jesus finds Himself in a hopeless situation. The very reason the men surrounding Him have no interest to subpoena real witnesses is because they cannot convict our Lord if the real evidence is brought to light.
3. He has been condemned long before His case is heard, long before the evidence is examined.
4. Some may even pretend to be interested in the truth, but in the end, they are not sincere.
a. Jesus was asked (Lk. 22:67)
b. Though they asked a question, they were not willing to accept but one answer. 
c. If Jesus told them the truth they would not accept it because of  prejudiced, preconceived mindsets!
5. We can expect to encounter people like that in our time
a. Though we may plead with them to accept biblical Christianity and the Bible…
b. Their minds are closed, the evidence will be ignored and often we may find that, regardless of the evidence, the verdict has already been determined.
c. What we are forewarned is that some people may have preconceived ideas and even more sinister, others have hidden agendas for rejecting the truth.
d. We can expect to encounter a few people who will not allow themselves to be burdened with the facts. 

C. We will be faced with those who will ignore their inconsistencies (Mk. 14:56-59).
1. Although the testimonies of these witnesses did not agree, that did not cause the proceedings against our Lord to slow down one bit.
2. I have witnessed the same thing among people who taught things that were clearly not taught in the Bible…
3. Once had a conversation with an preacher from another church
a. Subject of salvation came up
b. He made remark that Bapt. not necessary
c. He mentioned praying to be saved
d. I pointed out
i. No example of only praying unto salvation made in the Bible
ii. That every believer in the book of Acts acted upon their faith by obeying the Lord’s command to be baptized
iii. Pointed out 1 Pt. 3:21 that baptism is said to save us
e. The only response I received was, “I see your point, and I really don’t have an answer for your question.”
f. The very thought that he would do something that he could not justify yet continued to teach/practice bothered me.
4. I believe that some people, for whatever reason

D. Those who seek our destruction (Mat 26:59 again, repeat verse)
1. They sought to put Jesus to death
2. Not for any wrong of His own but the reason they hated Him (Jn. 3:19) which will be the very same reason we can expect the world to hate us if we speak the truth, exposing the evil deeds of men.
3. Men who see the truth, if they are forced to accept it are going to be required to do something with it (i.e. change)
4. Jesus was up against men who were not willing to accept the truth for what that would mean for them personally.
5. Rather than accept what they had observed (His teachings, His undeniable ability to perform miracles, etc.) they sought to destroy Him.
6. In America, we are fortunate that, at this point in history, we are very fortunate that we need not fear for our physical safety  for preaching the gospel in most settings.
7. However, though people may not try to destroy our physical bodies, that does not mean they will not attempt to destroy us…
a. They may seek to destroy our influence by attacking our reputation.
b. They may seek to destroy our credibility by attacking our character.
8. We can expect others to seek to destroy us!

E. They may accuse us of teaching error.
1. They did so of Christ, even when He told the truth. 
2. When he admitted that He was indeed the son of God the priest remarked, “He has spoken Blasphemy!” (Mat 26:65) 
3. Although Jesus undoubtedly had the truth, the priest reacted violently, even tearing his clothes.
a. Illust. 
i. Once heard of someone who saw a note handwritten in the margin of a preachers notes that said, “Weak point, pound hard!”
ii. This priest reacted violently, not because he KNEW it to be false, but rather to rally the support of those who saw him.
b. Hard to disagree with someone who seems so certain of themselves.
4. When we share the truth with others, we should expect to be accused of misunderstanding, twisting the scriptures, or even being accused of teaching error.

F. We may be mocked (Mat. 26:68).
1. Though Christ had told the truth, He was indeed the Son of God, they mocked Him.
2. There will be those who have absolutely no respect for anything pure, holy, true or righteous.
3. There are some who only serve their own interests.
4. One of the best ways to silence someone is to attempt to attack their psyche, their own self-worth, to make them feel out of place, alone and insecure.
5. If they mocked Christ himself, they will certainly do it to us as well.

G. Adversity may even come from unexpected sources.
1. Note (Mk. 14:53)
2. These were individuals the people were supposed to be able to turn to for religious leadership and guidance. These were supposed to be holy men…men who stood for godly principles and upheld His word!
3. If that was true in Christ’s day, we should expect no less in our era of religious division and the wicked world we live in.

H. We need not spend a great time contemplating HOW our adversaries might respond to us. 
1. If they are our adversary at all, we can expect it to be negative.
2. What I would really like to focus on in our lesson is how.

II. Responding to Our Adversaries
A. The Wrong Ways To Respond To Our Adversaries: 
1. Some people will not face them: Peter
a. Followed at a distance (Mat. 26:58); he ran from the enemies of Christ
b. Peter was afraid to face the consequences of being associated with Christ
c. Peter, rather than face Christ’s adversaries, chose to warm himself by the fire while Christ took all of the heat!
d. Might we be guilty of being like Peter today?
i. Idea is here is how some attempt to distance themselves from Christ
ii. We may never physically run away from the enemies of Christ
iii. What Peter did was to cower away from them
a.) He felt small
b.) He felt incapable of standing before the enemies of the cross – so much so that Peter was even too frightened to let a servant girl know that he was a follower of Christ (Jn. 18:17)
iv. Idea of being a Christian who remains in their own “safety zone” of comfort
v. Some are embarrassed to be associated with the label “Christian” today
a.) When people think of you, does the title “Christian” immediately come to their mind?
b.) Some people want to saved, but not known as being a Christian
i.) For guys, not the “macho” thing to do (not considered very “manly” by our society
· I am here to tell you, if you believe that I want to challenge you…
· Study your Bibles and you will come to the very sudden realization that Christianity isn’t for wimps…
· Being a Christian means you
· May be required to do things that will not make you popular with friends, family and others in the world (it is much easier doing things that will make you more popular)
· It will require superhuman strength literally (needing the strength of Christ to break free from old sinful habits)
· It will require you to be brave (some would even lose their lives because of their faith in Him)
ii.) For the Christian, evangelizing to others about the gospel can feel awkward and uncomfortable at times
· Who, outside these walls (and maybe even a few within) do you not have the obligation and opportunity to share the gospel with?
· How many of those people out there are you going to try to reach?
· Are we guilty of running from being associated with Christ in the sense that we live in fear of sharing the gospel with others and hope that we can simply hide our faith within us until the Lord calls us home?
iii.) Some people get the mistaken idea that Peter is our pattern, rather than Christ…they feel can somehow be a Christian  while not exercising their faith in their lives outside of services
iv.)  (1 Tim. 4:8) What is Paul telling Timothy here?
· There is a benefit to bodily exercise (all of us can see the obvious benefits of being physically fit that comes through exercise), so bodily exercise does profit (a little)
· But spiritual exercise (godliness) is profitable for ALL THINGS (spirit, soul and body).
vi. Amazing to me how we define faithful Christian:
a.) Must hear (thus know/understand the word of God to develop the faith they need (Rom. 10:17)
b.) Must believe in Christ (Jn. 8:24)
c.) We must be willing to confess that we are sinners (Jas. 5:16; 1 Jn. 1:9)
d.) One who is not willing to repent of their sins is going to perish (Lk. 13:3)
e.) Be baptized for the remission of our sins (Ac. 2:38)
f.) We must live a new life, guided by the word of God thereafter (Col. 1:21-23)
g.) Must be regular in attendance to worship (Heb. 10:25)
h.) Other things could be mentioned that speak with regard to our beliefs, what we teach and what we practice…
vii. Yet one thing I find that so many of us  ignore is what it means to be willing to confess our belief in Christ (Rom. 10:9); Confessing involves not only being willing to admit it, but telling others about their belief in Him (Lk. 12:8).
viii. Ask yourself seriously today, have you been following Christ as you should…right beside Him or have you been following Him so as to distance yourself from Him?

2. Some Treat Them As Their Enemy: Again, Peter (Jn. 18:10)
a. Peter saw those opposed to the Lord as his enemies. Because he saw their opposition to Christ, Peter seized the opportunity to attack them.
b. Could we be guilty, again, of reacting like Peter?
i. These men who came to seize Jesus opposed Him
ii. If they could only be convinced that this was God in the flesh, their maker and creator, able save or to destroy them, do you believe that they would have treated Him this way? Not likely.
iii. These men simply saw things differently than Jesus, Peter and the other apostles
iv. We might be tempted to react like Peter to those who see things differently than we do?

3. We have seen a couple of the wrong ways to respond to our adversaries, now let’s look at…

B. The Christ-Like Response to Our Adversaries
1. Living a Christ-Like Life (Our Response Needs to be Made Long Before Our Adversaries Approach Us)
a. Mat. 26:60 False witnesses are sought 
i. I don’t know about you, but if someone wanted to point the finger at my life and accuse me of wrongdoing, they would not need to examine my life very carefully in order to be able to point out some foolish and sinful things I have done.
ii. But Jesus, on the other hand has lived such a sinless life that they even find great difficulty getting liars to get their stories straight and agree with one another!
b. The point I am trying to make is this: we need to live our lives in such a way that those opposed to the truth will have nothing negative to say of us that is truthful. Live your life in such a way so that if something negative is to be said about you that it must be a lie!
c. The response we are able to make before our adversaries is made in the days, weeks and months before their accusations.
i. Will they accuse us? Probably so.
ii. Will those accusations be true? That depends entirely upon how we have lived our lives up until this point.

2. No Response (Every action taken against us does not require a response.)
a. Notice the high priest’s response to Jesus (Mat. 26:62): “Do you answer nothing?”
i. The high priest had, no doubt, been through trial-settings like this before.
ii. Typically, the accused would be afforded an opportunity to give his best defense against the charges brought before him.
iii. Keep in mind that the high priest is not ignorant of the fact that the charges brought against Christ this day are completely bogus, falsified and downright lies (they SOUGHT false testimony against Him). The trial has been rigged from the beginning.
iv. No doubt, even guilty men have pleaded their best defense against the court for not wanting to be punished. No doubt some have begged and plead for mercy on behalf of the court.
v. Yet here stands a man before them that they foreknew to be innocent and yet he pleads no defense for his case against his accusers!
vi. What Jesus teaches us here is that not every accusation, not every wrong committed against us requires that we respond in defense (Mat. 5:44; Prov. 25:21-22)!
b. Illust.
i. Some years ago during a visit to Yellowstone Park someone observed that the only animal the grizzly bear would share food with was a skunk. 
ii. It wasn't that the grizzly wanted to share his food but rather that he chose to. With one swing of his powerful paw he could have crushed the skunk. 
iii. So why did he allow the skunk to eat with him? Because he knew the high cost of getting even!
iv. Clever bear!
c. Revenge: When faced by an adversary, the most natural human response is to respond with equal or greater force than what we are met with. 
i. If someone does something to us, we don’t simply want to get even, we want revenge!
a.) Some people would never be satisfied with an apology or some assurance the wrong would never happen again…many look for reimbursement with a bonus.
b.) We want to feel like we came out on top!
c.) Even our legal system is geared this way. We don’t just want to be reimbursed for damages we want compensation for something called “pain and suffering”. Here’s where we go for the revenge ($$$).
ii. Remember Jesus’ response to those who came to lead Him to His death – He willingly went to the cross ON THE BEHALF OF HIS ENEMIES THAT WERE LEADING HIM TO THE CROSS!

3. Give Them the Truth
a. When the high priest became angry and demanded that Jesus answer him saying, "I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!" (Matthew 26:63) Jesus simply mentions that the statement is true.
b. Ironically, this seems to be the one thing that we fear most giving people (as if we have something to fear or something to be ashamed of). We worry:
i. “What if they don’t accept it?”
ii. “What if it offends them?”
c. If this describes you then you need to stop second-guessing yourself and trying to predict how others may/may not react. Tell them the truth!
d. Jesus was not overly concerned about how His audience might react what they might think or how they would perceive Him. Rather He simply offered the pure, unadulterated truth: "I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where the Jews always meet, and in secret I have said nothing. (John 18:20 NKJV)

Conclusion:
1. So, in summary for what I have said here today: 
a. If we follow in Christ’s footsteps, we are promised we WILL have adversaries.
b. How we respond to those adversaries is important – we need to make sure we have prepared ourselves mentally to respond in the proper way. Remember:;
i. Not every attack deserves acknowledgment or a response.
ii. If we ARE going to respond, it needs to be a Christ like
2. The next time you are confronted by an enemy of truth and righteousness, think about these things.

Invitation:
1. If you have not obeyed the Lord in an act of obedient faith
a. Then you are in the same boat as one who is an adversary to the truth…
b. Because both the unforgiven sinner and the enemy of Christ are in the same boat in the sense that they share the same fate: their soul has no eternal hope! You are lost! You are destined to a sinners Hell – a home in a place of judgment made for the devil and his angels.

2. Thankfully, the Lord has made a remedy for your situation:
i. The scriptures teach (BOLD WORDS IN THIS SECTION ARE NOT ON SLIDE!): 
a.) “If you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins." (John 8:24 NKJV)
b.) "I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3 NKJV)
c.) if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9 NKJV)
d.) "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38 NKJV)
e.) “And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight-- if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. (Colossians 1:21-23 NKJV)
f.) For those who have fallen:
i.) Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. (James 5:16 NKJV)
g.) “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.” (1 John 1:9-10 NKJV)
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