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“Forsaking Jesus”
(Mat. 26:31-56)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, July 17, 2011
Scripture Reading: Mat. 26:31-56
Accompanying Song: # “Follow Close to Me”
Subject: Forsaking Jesus
Objective: To help the listener learn that we can be guilty, through our actions of forsaking the Lord Jesus just as the disciples did.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\40_Matthew\Mat26_47-50ForsakingJesus.docx

Introduction:
1. Story of Jesus’ betrayal is one of the most disturbing stories in the Bible.

2. Story of how an innocent man was put to death.

3. Worst part of that story is that I learn that I am the cause of it.

4. (Read Mat. 26:31-56)

5. Two types of people contrasted in our story…both were unfaithful to Jesus
a. On one hand there were the apostles…on the other there was Judas
b. Both were unfaithful to Jesus, but in different ways

Body: 
I. The Disciples Who Were Unfaithfulness to Jesus
A. Were without excuse
1. They had heard the Lord teach
2. They had seen Jesus perform countless miracles
3. They had been trained first-hand by the Lord Himself
4. Jesus even gave them the ability to perform the same miracles that He was able to perform Himself (Mat. 10:7-8)
5. Yet in spite of all of the evidence they had, they still betrayed Jesus…

B. The Disciples Were Unfaithful to Jesus
1. Jesus’ warning that the disciples would betray Him (Matthew 26:31-32)
2. Peter - Often criticized as the one who betrayed the Lord because he was the one who boldly proclaimed, "Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!" (Matthew 26:35a) but read on… “…and so said all the disciples.” (Mat. 26:35b)  
3. All of the Disciples - Yet Matthew 26:56 records, "…all the disciples forsook Him and fled. (Matthew 26:56b)

C. Here we have seen two examples of unfaithfulness. Similar, yet different in some ways:
1. Judas betrayed Jesus…
2. Whereas the disciples forsook Jesus….
3. Both are types of unfaithfulness, yet slightly different in subtle ways
a. Betrayal: To turn against; one whom you once treated as a friend, you now treat as an enemy
b. Forsaking: to give someone the belief you intend to do one thing, yet you end up doing something quite different

D. It is easy for us to look back upon Judas and the rest of the disciples with a critical eye and shake our heads in shame with a “tisk, tisk” that they would betray Him.
1. Keep in mind Mat. 26:56 – they ALL forsook Him!
2. If this tells me anything, to my everlasting shame, had I been there, I would have been among those who forsook Him as well

E. True enough, we don’t live in that era. The betrayal of Christ that put Him on the cross is ancient history…or is it?
1. Let’s consider some of the ways the disciples betrayed the Lord 
2. As we do that, let’s consider the way that they were unfaithful to the Lord and ask ourselves…

II. Am I guilty of betraying or forsaking the Lord? 
A. Judas Was Unfaithful to Jesus
1. Judas – oft the one remembering for betraying Jesus
2. Unfaithful in more ways than one:
a. His unfaithfulness began long before his betrayal in the garden:
i. Took money from money bag (Jn. 12:6)
a.) Money; affluence is a temptation for many of us today
b.) Society places a particular set of standards upon us
c.) According to each of our individual abilities, we expect a certain standard of living for ourselves
d.) Riches can cause us to betray the Lord
i.) The deceitfulness of riches can render us unfruitful (Mat. 13:22)
ii.) The love of riches can lead us to stray from the faith (1 Tim. 6:9-10)
iii.) Love of riches made the Laodiceans lukewarm toward Christ (Rev. 3:16-17)
e.) Have you betrayed the Lord with your desire for riches?

ii. Judas agreed to take payment of thirty pieces of silver for betraying the Lord (Mat. 26:14-16)
a.) As we just mentioned, money became more valuable to Judas than the Lord!
b.) What is more valuable to you than the Lord?
i.) Maybe money, like Judas?
ii.) Education
iii.) Reputation in community?
iv.) Material possessions: houses, lands, “stuff”
v.) Title 
vi.) Education
vii.) Job
c.) Have you betrayed the Lord by placing higher value on things in this world than upon your savior and your devotion to Him?

iii. Lacked respect for the Lord – complained about the “waste” of the perfume (Mat. 26:6-13) 
a.) This action demonstrated that Judas did not respect who Jesus really was!
b.) Jesus was worthy of every drop of that oil and more!
c.) Do you or people you know show lack of respect for Jesus through your words/actions?
i.) Taking the Lord’s name in vain
ii.) Complaining about what the Lord requires us to do/resisting His will as though He is not worthy of your obedience?
iii.) Worship – do I HAVE to be there?
d.) There are ways, like Judas, we can become guilty of showing lack of respect/value for the Lord today!

B. The Disciples Were Unfaithful to Jesus
1. Sleeping & Resting (Mat. 26:40)
a. As Jesus was praying in the garden the disciples were all asleep
b. Can you imagine…
i. Jesus, their closest friend, proven beyond doubt to be the Son of God…
ii. Has just expressed to them that His hour of death had come (in fact, he has foretold His death on more than one occasion)
iii. In spite of His deep feelings of anguish and the fact that they are about to lose the greatest man who ever lived…
iv. The disciples are so unconcerned that they are all sleeping..
v. It was not that Jesus even asked for them to tstay up with Him all night. Jesus asks, “"What? Could you not watch with Me one hour?” (Mat. 26:40)
c. Their sleeping is merely a symptom of something much greater…their putting themselves before the Lord.
d. We could be critical of the disciples, point the finger and complain how they were so cold and selfish to what was about to happen that they cared only about getting their shut-eye.
e. Yet, do we show the same attitude toward Christ?	
i. He suffered the most painful, humiliating, unjust death that He could.
ii. Jesus simply asks us not to let it be for nothing…to obey His words and take advantage of the salvation that He has made available for you.
iii. Jesus asks that you put Him before yourself…a request very much like that made of the apostles that night in the garden…a minor command when you consider what He has done for you!

2. Jesus was abandoned and given into the hands of sinners by those He trusted.
a. They demonstrated their care for their own lives above Christ
b. Though we can’t go back and deliver the Lord to be crucified again in a literal sense, could we be guilty of placing our own interests above him (the very motive that cause the disciples to run)
c. Jesus had forbid the disciples from fighting to save Him. He had not forbid them from standing by His side!
d. Can you think of ways that you should be standing with Jesus but instead flee from your responsibility because of fears?
i. Why don’t Christians do door-to-door knocking to find converts?
a.) Because it doesn’t work?
b.) Can’t be entirely true or the Mormons and Jehovah’s witnesses wouldn’t be doing it?
ii. Why aren’t we sharing with our friends /family to obey the gospel?
a.) Fear they will get mad?
b.) Fear we won’t know what to say?
iii. What do you do to let people know you are  a Christian?
iv. Notice what Jesus said (Mat. 10:34-40)
a.) Why should we expect others to become our enemies?
i.) Because we are doing them harm
ii.) Not because we are mean or kind
b.) Jesus gave us the answer as to why people would turn against us (Mat. 10:32-33)
c.) It would be this constant stand for the truth that would make us enemies with those closest to us.
v. We even include this among the things necessary to know a person has obeyed the gospel and is a faithful Christian.
vi. Shocking to me the number of Christians who would classify themselves as faithful Christians and yet spend little/no time sharing the gospel with others, especially with those of their own family
a.) Those in their family and extended families who are not Christians
b.) Sadly we often spend far too little time even sharing the gospel with those who would not become our enemies (our children).
vii. Though we have ample opportunities to stand with Jesus still today, are we doing all that we should 

3. Going With the Crowd (Mat. 26:47)
a. Judas felt safety siding with the majority rather than with Jesus and the twelve.
b. There was something that compelled Judas to choose side with the majority who opposed Jesus rather than the minority who stood with Jesus and believed in him.
c. Even Peter is recorded as having tried to side with the crowd who had rejected the Lord, rather than stand with Him (Mat. 26:69-72).
d. Are you ever guilty of “going along to get along” (i.e. trying to blend in with the crowd)?
i. When we fear of standing out and being different
ii. Known as being part of that strange group who does not do things that some others do
iii. Do you ever struggle with questions about what you should do in some situations Christians might struggle whether they are going to participate or not
a.) Someone invites you to the casino (maybe for entertainment/meal - not even speaking about gambling here) – should you go?
b.) Mixed swimming?
c.) Dancing? 
d.) Prom?
e.) Participate in Halloween?
f.) Dating for fun?
g.) Dating non-Christians?
h.) Kids will argue, “But all of the other kids’ parents do it!”
i.) I always hated making my kids be the “different” kids for danger I did not want them to be mistreated/picked on. 
j.) On the other hand I had to be a parent who taught them that 
i.) I had to be consistent applying my faith!
ii.)  I had to be careful not to teach them that it was acceptable to compromise!
iii.) It may have bothered them not to go to a dance, go to a swimming party they were invited to, participate in Halloween, etc. but let me tell you, on one level it hurt me just as bad/worse feeling that I was forbidding them from fitting in (it is hard enough for a kid to fit in at school let alone making things more difficult for them)!
k.) These were always uncomfortable decisions I have had to make as a parent.
e. Like Moses, sometimes we will be called to make decisions that go against what might be most comfortable for us (Heb. 11:24-26).
f. Must get over the idea that we can be a Christian but in most ways we are like the rest of the people in the world. That is not the picture painted in our Bibles!

4. Jesus was betrayed by those who acted as though they were His friends (Mat. 26:48-50)
a. This may have been the most difficult part of doing what He needed to do.
b. Difficult experiencing the physical abuse that lead to His death would be enormously difficult in itself…
c. On top of it all was the emotional stress caused knowing that those who were closest to Him…everyone turned their back upon Him.
d. Jesus remarked, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
e. The statement of Jesus makes it obvious.
i. On one hand Judas is kissing the Lord, showing a sign of affection
ii. On the other, this very sign of affection is how Judas chose to betray Him!
f. We might call such an action two-faced.
g. Mere displays of affection don’t assure faithfulness. 
i. Someone can “butter us up” but that does not ensure sincerity. 
ii. The same could be said of our own faith (Mat. 15:7-8)
a.) We might pray, sing, talk about God’s word…
b.) If obedience doesn’t come from the heart, God is not pleased with it!
h. There are ways we might betray Jesus today, acting like His friend on the one hand and yet on the other disobeying Him. Examples (1 Jn. 2:4) By claiming on one hand that we know the Father…on the other hand not keeping His commandments.

5. Jesus was betrayed by those who sought to resist the Lord’s will (Mat. 26:47).
a. The disciples seeing their Lord in danger, determined to defend Him; cut off the servant of the High priest, Malchus’ ear intending to defend their Lord.
b. Under many circumstances this was the right attitude to have
c. Yet Jesus mentioned that these things must happen so that the scriptures speaking of his betrayal, mistreatment and crucifixion would be fulfilled (Mat. 26:). He told the disciples, “Permit even this.” (Lk. 22:51)
d. Example: (1 Jn. 4:20) On  the one hand saying that we love the Father who gave His Son to die for us while on the other refusing to give a few material possessions we have been blessed with by Him to share with our brother in need.

6. Some people would do anything to avoid the consequences of standing with Christ (Mk. 14:51-52)
a. Young man was following Jesus. Apparently there was danger that he would be captured and taken as Jesus was. 
b. Instead of standing with the Lord he chose to do anything necessary to get away. 
c. Some people will do anything rather than be found standing with the Lord. He would rather suffer the embarrassment of running away in the nude than to be caught with Jesus.

7. Some betray Him by following Him, but following Him at a distance (Lk. 22:54).
a. Peter wanted to be close to Jesus…just not so close that people would associate Him with Jesus!
b. There are some people who are like that to this day.
c. When asked, they identify themselves as Christians…yet in the same breath they will make sure that you know they are not, what some call a “holy roller” (in other words, someone who is a blatant Christian)
d. Are you guilty of hiding your faith from others or does everyone know that you are a Christian and what you believe?
e. The idea of being some type of a secret Christian is a foreign concept to the Bible.

8. Some betray Jesus in secret.
a. The Lord’s enemies had every opportunity to seize Him in broad daylight.
b. Instead, Jesus notes that they have come for Him at the most unusual hour…nighttime.
c. Some people are like that. Ashamed to betray Christ openly, publicly, they betray Christ in darkness.
d. (Psa. 90:8)
e. Some sins are sins of the heart. Some sins are done quitetly, secretly.
f. No, we might not embarrass ourselves or the church publically. Our sins might not be known to the church or the entire community…
g. Our sins might be known only by us and ourselves alone, but they do not escape the Lord’s attention!
h. The next time you feel tempted to sin, remember that you may be alone in the room.  You might be alone in the privacy of your thoughts, but the Lord is there with you. Nothing escapes His attention

Conclusion:
1. True enough, we might not betray Jesus physically, but it is still possible to betray Christ today.
2. Through our sins the Hebrew writer mentions that, through this betrayal, we become guilty of the same thing those in the first century were guilty of (Heb.6:6) – we crucify Christ for ourselves again! 
3. The question each of us need to ask ourselves is this: “Am I guilty of forsaking Jesus?”

Invitation:
1. If you have ever disobeyed the Lord in ways great or small, you too are guilty of forsaking Jesus.
2. The good news is that the Lord has a solution for your sins that have separated you from God
3. Ironically, that solution lies in the very one you have betrayed!
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