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“Loving Others As You Can While You Can”
(Mat26_1-13Mk14_3-9Jn11_45-53LovingOthersAsYouCanWhileYouCan)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, June 19, 2011
Scripture Reading: Mat. 26:1-13
Accompanying Song: # “Love One Another”
 Subject: Love
Objective: To remind the listener of the importance of loving Christ and others as we should.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\New Testament Expository Multiple Passages\Mat26_1-13Mk14_3-9Jn11_45-53LovingOthersAsYouCanWhileYouCan.docx

Introduction: 
1. Mothers are perfect. (Even the bad ones.) Have you ever noticed that?
2. I was not raised in a Christian home. But I was raised in a home with strong, conservative, old-fashioned values.
3. My mother, like all mothers, had her flaws.
4. As an adult, I can look back and see that now, but at the time, mom always seemed perfect!
a. Sometimes her judgment may have not been the best (as I mentioned, I was not raised in a Christian home). 
b. But she did the best she could, the best she knew how.
5. I am sure we all have perfect mothers.
6. I lost my mother to cancer Jan. 21, 2002.
7. There is not a day that goes by that I don’t miss her.
8. There are some moments that her absence is particularly hard for me.
a. Times when I would just like to call and check up on her.
b. The empty place at Thanksgiving, Christmas, graduations.
c. The empty place in the lives of my children. Montana never knew either of my parents.
9. Sometimes life’s most important lessons are taught through difficult moments like those of loosing a parent.
10. Let me speak directly to those in our audience here...if you are blessed to still have your parents…show them every day, in the best ways you can that you love them.
11. I tell my wife, that her mother never need worry. If we can help it she will never need anything. 
a. She will not go to the nursing home.
b. She need not worry about bills or a place to lay her head.
c. As long as we have a home, she will have a home. That is what the Lord wants us to do with our parents and that is the way it will be.
d. I will always make sure that the cards we send, the phone calls we make and the presents we give and the thoughts we share will always reflect that we love her.
e. Why? Because life has taught me to love others while you can as you can (Title slide).


Body: 
I. Jesus Predicted His Death (Mat. 26:1-5)
A. Jesus has predicted His death before and now he has predicted it again here.
1. In the past the prediction has been made:
a. Mk. 8:31-33 “…He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.”
b. Mk. 9:30-32 “…He taught His disciples and said to them, "The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him. And after He is killed, He will rise the third day."
c. The prediction becomes more specific at Mat. 20:17-19 “…we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death” The PLACE has now been mentioned where it will take place…
2. Now the prediction is more specific yet. Jesus puts a specific time upon His approaching death “…after two days is the Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified." (Mat. 26:2)

B. Jesus’ disciples loved Him and the news of His death, mentioning a time and place not far from now must have been difficult to them to bear and it was no doubt a troubling and somber time.
1. In Mark 8 the disciples learned not to try to talk him out of it, as Peter had to which Jesus had responded, “Get behind Me, Satan! For you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men." (Mk. 8:33)
2. Mk. 9:32 is the other setting we mentioned where Jesus has predicted His death and it records that “they did not understand this saying, and were afraid to ask Him.” It was probably this spirit of  this staunch determination to carry out the will of His Father that Jesus made the apostles feel afraid to ask too many questions or to dare oppose Him in this mission to complete His ministry…a ministry that Jesus knew would eventually cost Him His life.

II. [image: ]Jesus Anointed at the House of Simon (Mat. 26:6-13)
A. Here we see Jesus staying at the house of Simon the Leper. 
1. Simon lives in Bethany, a city so close to Jerusalem it is almost like a suburb…only 2 miles outside the city of Jerusalem.
2. Jesus stops by on His way to Jerusalem. Perhaps He lodged there on His way into Jerusalem  to celebrate the Passover.
a. Passover: One of three yearly feasts that all Jews were required to participate in.
b. Some sources estimate that, during the time of the Passover the city may have held more than 2 million occupants, including visitors traveling for the feast.
c. Maybe you have traveled and have tried to get a motel and found that all of the rooms in a city were booked due to a convention or some major event that was in that city…
d. …Jerusalem would have been like that at this time. People traveling from all areas would be in town and finding a place to lodge would, no doubt be a difficult task unless you had family or friends to stay with. That is likely what Jesus and His disciples are experiencing at this time.
[image: http://www.bereanhall.com/media/catalog/product/cache/1/small_image/150x/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/3/9/390857_1.jpg]
B. An alabaster flask of spikenard oil causes some controversy while Jesus is sitting at the table. 
1. Consider the setting: Those present are
a. Simon the leper
i. A former leper, or he could not have contact w/humans
ii. His title given in the gospel account is likely there to show us what Jesus had healed him of
b. Mary, Martha and Lazarus (Lazarus is the one whom Jesus raised from the dead, brother of Mary & Martha.
c. John’s account says that they made Jesus a supper (Jn. 12:2)
2. John’s account tells us that it was Mary who “broke the flask” meaning that she broke the seal, rendering it used and much less valuable.
a. She anointed the Head of Jesus with spikenard oil as He sat at the table.
b. Spikenard – the name of both the plant and the fragrant oil it yielded. It was a  precious spice imported from mountains of North India (so it was imported), it was sweet, red, and smelled like gladiola perfume. The aroma of this filled the room (Jn. 12:3).
3. The gospel account tells us that this oil was EXPENSIVE (Mat. 26:9)
4. Mat. 26:8 tells us in an unspecific way that Jesus’ disciples thought that to pour all of this oil out on Jesus to anoint His body was a waste.
5. The concern it voiced that this oil, rather than merely being poured out, could have been sold and the money given to the poor.
a. John’s account gives us insight that the instigator of these complaints was Judas Iscariot.
b. John further reveals that it was not because Judsas was concerned about the poor but rather he was the one who held the money box and he stole from it (this was money Judas could have stolen, but now an opportunity lost).
6. Jesus disagrees
a. Mentions His appreciation: “"Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work for Me.” (Mat. 26:10)
b. He insinuates that this will be one of the last things that He enjoys while on this earth, “…ou have the poor with you always, but Me you do not have always.” (Mat. 26:11)
7. The disciples had apparently not understood what Mary was doing, or why Jesus permitted it…
a. He has already told them that He is going to Jerusalem and will suffer and die there…
b. This oil is to prepare His body for burial.
8. This must have come as a shock again…
a. The preparation of a body for burial usually comes AFTER a person dies.
b. Instead, Jesus’ body is being prepared NOW…AT A TIME WHEN HE IS PERFECTLY HEALTHY AND NO IMINENT DANGER EXISTS!
9. In fact, this event is so significant, Jesus even accurately predicts that this story will be told to others as the gospel is preached into all the world as a memorial of what Mary has done. (This makes this a significant event that we should learn and learn from!)

III. Lessons On Loving and Serving Others; Mary showed her love …
A. …by paying attention
1. Remember once again, that Jesus has predicted His death at the beginning of our text.
2. In Mat. 26:2 He even referred to Himself as the “Son of Man” which is a Messianic term (King of the Jews
3. Jesus’ body is now being prepared for burial
4. It seems as though the disciples somehow missed the significance of what Jesus has said…
5. Mary had apparently listened and heard Jesus when He predicted His death in the upcoming days and now we find her preparing her Lord for His burial, which is rapidly approaching.
6. Do you show your love by paying attention?
a. There is nothing more disrespectful than for someone to share their thoughts and express their feelings with you only to find that they weren’t even listening.
b. Another way to put this, is we share our love with others by devoting our time to them.
c. Do you show your love by paying attention…
i. In worship
a.) Do you think about the words being said to lead our thoughts in prayer and add your own thoughts…
b.) Do you think about the words we sing, or are you merely reading and singing words on a page?
c.) Is your mind on the events surrounding cross (and the fact that you are responsible for them) as the communion is passed?
d.) Do you listen to the lessons and determine to use whatever truths are contained in it to change your life?
e.) Or do you allow your mind to wander, drift off into sleep, etc.?

B. …through valuing her Lord.
1. Mark’s account tells us that its value exceeded three hundred denari, equivalent to more than $5,740.00 by today’s standards. Considering inflation, money would have been much more valuable back then. 
2. This was probably something like a year’s wages for someone.
3. The oil carried such value that people often carried it for investment purposes (like a modern commodity) or gold.
4. We need not become overly focused on the monetary value. 
a. Note what Jesus spoke about Mary’s actions (Mk. 14:8) “She has done what she could”
b. The point is that her love and devotion for Christ ran so deep that she gave of herself those things that held the most value.
5. What is the most valuable to you?
a. Remember, Abraham was asked to give his only son for the Lord.
b. The rich young ruler was asked to sell all his goods, give the money to the poor and follow Christ.
c. Paul gave up his friends, his freedom, everything He had to promote the truth.
d. What is most important to you? Would you be willing to part with it for the cause of Christ?
i. Money? (Brother in Christ who had no money of his own, but when he heard of a family who had lost their home, donated his grandfather’s shotgun to be sold to give the family money!)
ii. Possessions? What possessions are too valuable to part with, if you find an opportunity to serve the Lord? If you can’t imagine parting with them, then they hold more value to you than the Lord does!
iii. Family?
iv. Friends? 
v. Reputation?
vi. What are you UNWILLING to give up for Christ?
vii. Do you show that you value Him by being willing to give those things that mean the most to you?
6. The nard Mary poured on Jesus' feet may well have represented her life savings. [The 365-Day Devotional Commentary]
a. Not enough to value someone
b. Must show it for them to know it

C. …through respect
1. Anointing: The custom of that time was to anoint the heads of guests. Anointing Jesus'  head was an act of honor
2. Mary showed her respect for Jesus
3. The response of the disciples, on the other hand, is despicable
a. Jesus is the sinless Son of God. If He has not been able to convince them of that by now, then nothing will.
b. There is no one more deserving of respect than Christ. They are in the presence of royalty over the King of the Earth, the Prince of Peace. What an unfortunate statement to call using oil upon Him a “waste”.
4. Unfortunately there are those today who, like the disciples, see that giving to Christ is somehow a “waste”
a. Worship – a waste of my time; daily prayer – who has the time
b. Giving to further the work of the gospel – a waste of money
c. Study – waste of effort – that is what we pay the preacher for or that is the Bible class teacher’s job
5. Question: do your actions send the same message to Christ that the disciples said verbally? Do you show that you love Him by respecting Him?

D. …through Devotion
a. Anointing His feet was a display of devotion. [Nelson SB] 
b. Truly…(think seriously about this one) how devoted are you to the Lord?
c. Is there any doubt in your mind that you would be faithful in the face of persecution, temptation, etc.?

E. …through service
1. Mary served Christ, preparing His body for death.
2. Christ would eventually show His love for man through His service to us.
3. Do you love the Lord as you should?
4. Do you serve Him as completely as He served you with His life?

F. …through her  humility
1. She wiped His feet w/her hair. Why not her hands, even a towel?
2. It was considered socially inappropriate for women to wear their hair down (loose) or uncovered in public. This action by Mary showed her complete humility before Christ.
3. Appropriate thing to remember as we begin to feel proud of who we are. In the light of Christ we are not worthy of Him nor are we even worthy of washing His feet.

G. …through doing all that she was capable of doing.
1. Mary may not have had great ability to serve the Lord, but she did what she could.
2. Sadly, many are unwilling to do what they are capable of…
a. “I don’t have time” to serve the Lord actually translates to “I choose to spend my time doing other things.”
b. “I don’t have the ability to do [this or that]” 
i. True, not all people have all talents
ii. More often the case is “I have never spent the time to develop those talents”
c. “It is someone else’s job” truly translates into “I don’t want to do it so I am going to blame someone else it is not getting done.”

H. …through focusing on that which is eternal over those things which are temporary.
1. When the complaint arose against Mary for “wasting” the oil Jesus responded, “you have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me you do not have always.” (Mk. 14:7)
2. Mary was more concerned (found higher priority in things eternal
3. What about you? What things are most important? Where do you spend your time, money and effort? Are they spent upon things that are eternal? Things of true importance?

Conclusion:
1. Do you demonstrate your life for Christ/others as you should? Remember Christ’s words in the chapter before when He spoke of showing our love to others, " inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.' (Matthew 25:45 NKJV)

2. If you are guilty of not showing Christ or others that you love them as you should, then change that today. You may never get another chance!

3. Not many songs raise emotions, but a few touch us in special ways because they remind us of something we have been through.

4. Reba McEntire sings a song called “If I had only known”. 
a. It was a song Reba had, but was unable to sing or perform for years.
b. While on tour, McEntire lost eight members of her road band plus pilot Donald Holms and co-pilot Chris Hollinger, when their charter jet plane crashed near San Diego, California on March 16, 1991. 
c. The song is dedicated to her band who lost their lives in that crash and it speaks about appreciating others every day because you never know when life will take an unexpected turn and suddenly end.
d. The lyrics go like this:
If I had only known
It was the last walk in the rain
I'd keep you out for hours in the storm
I would hold your hand
Like a life line to my heart
Underneath the thunder we'd be warm
If I had only known
It was our last walk in the rain 
If I had only known I'd never hear your voice again
I'd memorize each thing you ever said
And on those lonely nights
I could think of them once more
Keep your words alive inside my head
If I had only known
I'd never hear your voice again 
You were the treasure in my hand
You were the one who always stood
beside me
So unaware I foolishly believed 
That you would always be there
But then there came a day
And I turned my head and you
slipped away 
If I had only known
It was my last night by your side
I'd pray a miracle would stop the dawn
And when you'd smile at me
I would look into your eyes
And make sure you know my love
For you goes on and on
If I had only known
If I had only known
The love I would've shown
If I had only known 

Invitation:
1. One more way Mary demonstrated that she loved the Lord……through her submission to Christ.
2. Nard was used to anoint kings; Mary may have been  anointing Jesus as her kingly Messiah. [Life Application Commentary] 
3. If we submit to Christ, that means that we are submitting to His will.
4. It is His will (“Jesus said…” slide)
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