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“Seeing Christ in Every Man”
(Matthew 25:31-46)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, IN 6/12/2011
Scripture Reading: Col. 1:23-27
Accompanying Song: # “In Christ I Stand”
Subject: Benevolence
Objective: To help the listener see that we should show kindness and compassion to others, especially the brethren because to do so is to do so to Christ Himself.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\40_Matthew\Mat25_31-46SeeingChristinEveryMan.docx

Introduction:
1. Mat. 25:31-46
a. Background:
i. In these chapters Jesus is engaged in what is sometimes referred to as “The Olivet Discourse” (cf. 24:3)
1. Jesus has been walking the temple area with His disciples observing the beautiful architecture …
2. He has made the statement, “Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down." (24:1)
ii. This inspired the disciples to ask two questions that lead to this dissertation:
1. “When will these things be?”
2. “What will be the sign of your coming and the end of the age?” (24:3)
3. In our setting in this passage, Christ is addressing His coming and the end of the age.
iii. Matthew has recorded two parables that lead up to the message Christ has for us today…
1. Parable of the wise & foolish virgins
2. Parable of talents
a. The parable of the virgins teaches us to always be ready for the Lord’s return
b. The parable of the talents teaches us that before the Lord returns  He expects to find us busy, using our talents that He has entrusted us with to be productive in service to Him.
3. To fail to do either evokes the wrathful judgment of the Lord against us.
iv. In this lesson, the Lord continues on the thought of being proiductive, but the lesson is more specific…some of the things He expects His followers to be busy doing in his absence and he shows us how important this matter is – men will be judged according to the way they have chosen to conduct themselves (or have failed to conduct themselves) while on this earth.
b. The former two parables were instructions about what the Lord’s followers ought to be doing before He returns, this message is to further explain ways we should be using our talents and this message also offers a glimpse of what it will be like when the Lord returns.
2. Explaination of the text:
a. In this message, the Lord has now returned
b. Men of earth are judged according to their deeds (for those who would claim that man need not behave properly or do anything in order to obtain salvation, they need to carefully consider this passage).
c. In our passage, Christ has returned, accompanied with “all the angels with Him” (25:31). To conjure this picture in your mind, envision Christ returning in the clouds and angels beyond number appearing before him. Rev. 5:11 describes the number of existence (along with some living creatures and elders) to number “…ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands”
d. These angels are given the task of separating the men of earth from one another as a shepherd separates sheep from goats
i. Sheep symbolizing the righteous
ii. Goats representing the unrighteous
iii. “The sheep are usually white and the goats black.” (Robertson)
iv. “The shepherd stands at the gate and taps the sheep to go to the right and the goats to the left.” (Robertson)
e. Each are judged according to their deeds.
3. Let us examine several lessons that can be derived from this parable:

Body: 
I. A Judgment is Coming When Each Man Will Be Judged According to Their Works
A. The day of judgment is coming – and every one of us will be there – some do not want to hear that!

B. Some do not understand that what a person does in their life really does matter
1. These people are judged according to their deeds
a. Not earn our salvation – God’s grace = a gift (Eph. 2:8) and a gift, by definition is NOT EARNED (nothing we can do to earn our salvation)
b. However, judgment according to works = a consistent theme throughout scripture:
i. (Eccl. 12:14)
ii. (Mat. 16:27)
iii. (2 Cor. 5:10)
2. Some people never found doing any works in their lives and yet the preacher speaks of them as being in Heaven as certainly as can be!

C. Notice that there is no middle ground:
1. The sheep (righteous) did something, they cared for the Lord’s brethren (food, drink, visit in prison, etc.)
2. Those who were goats (unrighteous) were condemned because they didn’t do anything.
3. Note: There is no allowance for those who were merely “part of a group” who did something or whether they contributed to a fund for a committee to do something but rather each one was judged upon their INDIVIDUAL EFFORTS!

II. We Must Recognize the Lord When He Comes
A. Lesson: The importance of study
B. Jn. 10:14, 27
a. Note that this is men of all nations, so within this parable each one of us should see ourselves.
b. Christ’s followers (the sheep) = the church
c. If they are separated according to His voice, then the only way we will know to follow Him will be to recognize who He is according to what He says.

C. On the great day of judgment, will you know the Lord well enough to be able to identify Him? Will you know what His voice sounds like?
1. What if the test was to quote a lesser-known passage from the Old Testament? Would you know the answer?
2. What if you had to answer a Bible question you should know in order to prove you knew Him? 
3. Of course this is unlikely, but the point is this: do you know the word well enough to know the Lord? To know the word is to know the Lord (Jn. 1:1).
4. Of course we know the question that must be answered by each one of us (Rev. 20:13). What deeds have you done while here on earth?

III. The Importance of Seeing Christ in Every Man, Woman and Child 
A. Jesus emphasizes the need to see concern for the welfare of people around us…even the “least” of all people.
1. Notice what the ones in this story are judged according to:
a. Their kindness toward others in matters of charity – those in need
b. When the Lord was hungry, they fed Him…
c. When the Lord was thirsty, they gave Him a drink…
d. When the Lord needed shelter they took him in…
e. When He needed clothes, they clothed Him…
f. When in prison they came to care for Him there…
2. Notice what THE RIGHTEOUS ask the Lord
a. They ask when it was that they feed Him, give Him a drink, take Him in, see Him in prison…
b. Christ responds, “inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.” (25:40)
c. Recall why Jesus was upset with Saul and struck him blind on his trip to Damascus: 
i. Remember Saul was persecuting Christians
ii. What did Jesus say? (Ac. 9:4-5) “…I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”
iii. By persecuting the church, Paul was persecuting Christ!
iv. Remember, Jesus is head of the church and the church is His body (Eph.1:22-23).
v. An abuse against the body affects the head of the body as well!
vi. Each one of us ought to examine our lives and ask ourselves…
a.) How are we treating our brethren?
b.) Are we guilty of…
i.) Neglecting them? 
ii.) Ignoring them? 
iii.) Hurting them emotionally? 
iv.) Abusing them? 
v.) Failing to love them?
3. Those judged unrighteous were judged so because they did not care for others in their time of need.
a. Specifically, all the people of the world are judged according to how they treated the Lord’s brethren.
b. Illust.
i. Emily – She has a busy, sometimes hectic life
ii. Enjoys spending afternoons in her back yard where she mixes concrete and stones to make koi pools and waterfalls amid the flower beds in her back yard.
iii. Em is also fighting MS
iv. This day Em had to make a trip to the pharmacy for her meds. 
v. She had waited 20 minutes for her prescriptions to be filled, wandering about the store. Returning to the pharmacy her prescriptions still were not filled.
vi. She was sitting in a chair waiting when she noticed an elderly woman with a red crocheted shawl and a Christmas bag that doubled as her purse. The woman approach the counter. 
vii. There seemed to be a problem. After a long conversation between herself and the pharmacist other customers began to roll their eyes and sigh as if annoyed. 
viii. Eventually the woman left her prescriptions on the counter and shuffled away from the Pharmacy. 
ix. The scene as so upsetting to Em that she approached the counter and asked the Pharmacist what the problem was. 
x. It seemed as though the lady’s prescription bill totaled $146.00 and she had only $67 for groceries and meds.
xi. The forty-two year old mom sprung into action and caught up with the lady before she boarded her bus and walked her back to the crowd waiting at the pharmacy. 
xii. Em held up two ten dollar bills in her hand, smiled and told the crowd of the womans problems and challenged everyone in the pharmacy area to help the lady out. 
xiii. People dug into their pockets and donated to the cause.
xiv. When the money was raised, Em gave it to the elderly lady for her meds and the crowd in the pharmacy let out a loud cheer as tears streamed down the woman’s face.
c. I use this as an illustration to show how, when we see a way we can help, that is our cue (Hint: be looking for ways to help.”
d. “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” – Kathe Campbell
e. Question: When the record is finished…when your life on this earth is over or the Lord should return, when the final tally is made, how will it be said.
i. What things will be said that you did?
ii. When you saw a need, did you simply make it happen or did you neglect your responsibility?
iii. Are you looking for opportunities to help others as you should?
iv. Are you aware of the struggles your brethren are going through?
f. I believe we could all improve in this area.

B. Some might think that the deeds we need to do need to be large-scale…grand.
1. We wait until our brethren are in serious danger, dire straits before we step in to help…
2. The Lord shows us that the way we help others…the actions that really matter are not the actions that are going to make the front page of the newspaper…
3. Something as simple as bringing someone a plate of food or giving someone something to drink…
4. We serve the Lord in little ways each day!
a. It is not blatant, obvious like an act of worship…
b. They are so small and seem so insignificant the Lord says we don’t even realize that we are serving the Lord when we do them (Mat. 25:37-39) “when did we…”

C. In our story, Jesus is trying to show us the need to see Christ in every man.
1. If you would not ignore or neglect the King of Kings…
2. Don’t neglect His brethren!

Conclusion:
A. Benevolent Deeds Must be a Priority in Your Life. Notice that the nations in our lesson were judged – their eternity in the joys of Heaven or eternal torment in Hell rest upon their willingness to help others.
B. We spend money on lots of things as a congregation…
C. Thousands of dollars on office supplies, utilities, building maintenance and repairs, mowing lawns, etc.
D. Have you ever noticed what the first century spent their money on…EXCLUSIVELY?
1. Notice what Paul referred to their collections as (1 Cor. 16:1) a “collection for the saints”
2. Reason for their generous collection (Ac. 11:28). 
3. The only thing you EVER find the church collecting money for in the N.T. is for the care of others (needy saints, widows, paying elders, supporting a preacher)
4. They did this as a congregation (as we have just demonstrated) and they went beyond that – as individuals as in the case of Tabitha (Ac. 9:36-39)
E. Point that I am trying to make is this – whether we have a building, a parking lot, pews, office furniture, classrooms, office supplies, etc. – is all for this congregation to decide…but it seems that the Lord’s people made the needs of their fellow saints their primary financial focus…their SOLE financial focus! 

Invitation:
1. Our lesson has been about the importance of the Christian looking for ways to serve others.
2. It is through this service of Christ’s people, the Lord tells us that we are actually serving Him.
3. Illust. – 
a. Airplane they tell you that in the case of an emergency and the plane loses air pressure. airbags will drop from the ceiling.
b. First you put your mask on, then assist the people next to you.
c. Reason you think of self first: If you pass out (unconscious) then you cannot help the others on the plane.
d. Likewise, regarding salvation, all of the good works one might perform on earth cannot help us if we don’t first obtain our salvation through the grace of God!
e. If you are willing to obey Him in an act of faith at this time, you can begin your lifetime of service to Him and His people.
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