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“When Accounts Are Settled”
(Mat. 25:14-30; Lk. 19:11-27)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans 6/12-2011
Scripture Reading: Rev. 20:10-15
Accompanying Song: #90 “Into Our Hands”
Subject: Faithfulness
Objective: To help the reader grasp the importance of utilizing the talents the Lord has entrusted us with.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\40_Matthew\Mat25_14-30;Lk19_11-27WhenAccountsAreSettled.docx

Introduction:
1. Illust:
a. I suppose that most of us have settled an account with a bank before.
b. Before a loan can be closed, all obligations to that account must be met (normally means your financial obligations to repay that loan must be made.
c. Before a checking account can be closed you have to consider the outstanding debits that are against that account:
i. Cannot merely walk in and close a checking account…
ii. Hopefully a careful record of all checks written against that account has been kept…
iii. Must make certain that there are no outstanding checks (checks that have not yet been cashed/cleared the bank).
iv. If the account is closed before those obligations have been met, we will find ourselves in default of our obligations.

2. In out lesson, I would like to share with you a parable of how the Lord mentioned that there would come a day when all accounts will be settled 
a. Background: 
i. Matthew has recorded several lessons on the need to be prepared.
ii. 
b. (Mat. 25:14-30 – READ - Title Slide) As we begin our study of this parable, I would like us to notice several things:
i. The parable applies to the Lord’s people (the church) (Mat. 25:14 “"For the kingdom of heaven is like…”)
ii. The parties represented in the parable:
1. There is a master – one with servants (our Master = Christ)
2. There are servants (the Lord’s servants are His followers, the saints or members of the church)
3. The Lord is leaving on a long journey (He is now away from us in Heaven but will one day return, as He has promised and settle His accounts with them).

3. Let us notice several lessons from the parable:

Body: 
I. All Servants Do Have a Talent
A. Talents defined:
1. The term “talent” in our parable, in a literal sense represents something given to another like coinage (money) which represents something given of value (Mat. 25:14 – the master “…delivered his goods” to his servants.
2. As it applies to us, that means that WHATEVER THE LORD HAS GIVEN US OR ENTRUSTED US WITH would fall under this category!
3. Question: What do you have of your own? What do you have that DID NOT ORIGINATE FROM THE LORD (Ex. 19:5)?	

B. In the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson penned, that all men are created equal.
[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/8d/All_men_are_created_equal.JPG/800px-All_men_are_created_equal.JPG] 
1. In the sense that all men have the right to be free, independent, should be allowed equal rights, etc. that is true…
a. …however, not all men are equal in every sense of the word.
b. Our Lord Himself illustrates that not all men are equal (some have more talents than others – some five, others two, some only one, etc.) 
2. Notice that although not all servants are equally endowed with talents, all servants have SOME TALENT(S)!
3. Since not all servants are endowed equally with talents, the same AMMOUNT of return is not expected from all servants of the Lord (not all have the ability/resources to do so) but some return WAS EXPECTED nonetheless, however minimal it may have been (Mat. 25:27)!
4. Because not all given equal talents and abilities that may be why James was inspired to write (Jas. 3:1).

II. Every servant is expected to use the talent they have. Those who did not use their talent had it taken from them.
A. Illust:
1. Not using a talent, you lose ability
2. Examples: 
a. You had to learn math, history etc. in school.
b. If you do not have reason to use those skills in daily life, you tend to lose them (I was once pretty good at Math – stronger subjects but because I have not used it for so long I have forgotten how to work many of the problems)
c. The talents that we have are a lot like muscles in the body or our minds…
d. If you fail to exercise a muscle, it does not maintain its strength, will actually DECREASE in ability!
e. Likewise, the mind is same. If you do not use it, the mind becomes weaker
i. Illust.: 
a.) Why do people seek a secondary education?
b.) Answer: mind is like building blocks – we are all given a foundation
c.) What would a house be like if one never built more than a foundation? House not complete.
d.) We start with whatever talent (foundation) that we have – some stronger & bigger than others (but the point is that we must start and USE that foundation upon which to build)
e.) The more that we learn, the more we understand
f.) The more we learn & understand, the more skills and abilities we acquire until, one day we look and find we have doubled our abilities!

B. The Lord expects us to use these talents (all of them)
1. Note: the 5 talent man invested five, the two talent man invested two – used all of what the Lord had entrusted them with
2. Further Note:
a. Lord has given us many talents
b. Note WHO the proceeds of these talents were to go to – Each had a talent – the interest was to go to the Lord (I.E. The Lord has given you talents to be used TO HONOR HIM! )f
3. Any ability we have becomes strengthened with use
a. Illust:
i. Construction – more one works in the field , the more his skills and abilities grow…
ii. Same true of Dr. – why medical doctors are required to serve in an internship (grow and train  under the watchful eye of trained, experienced medical doctors already in the field… 
iii. Mechanic - mechanical ability; with experience of each car they have worked on the ability to diagnose and fix problems increases
iv. Once they have seen a car w/particular problem before, they remember the symptoms and cure and can diagnose and repair much more quickly having done it before.

C. Notice what the one-talent servant did NOT do…
1. He did not lose or allow any harm to come to the talent!
2. He did not run off with, or steal the Lord’s property!

D. The one-talent servant kept the Lord’s talent safe and sound!
1. He If the servant who kept the Lord’s talent safe, intact and faithfully returned it to Him without doing anything was condemned to Hell (this servant was cast “into outer darkness”)…
2. What should those who abuse their talents by drunkenness, drug abuse, lusts, worldliness, carnal-mindedness and materialism or covetousness?
3. What will the Lord do to those who squander the talents He has given them?

4. I	llust. 
a. [image: http://goldprice.org/charts/history/gold_10_year_o_b_usd.png?0.23107452528397387]The price of gold has skyrocketed in recent years!

b. Ten years ago, (from 6/10/2011) the price of gold was at $265.10/oz. If you had bought 100 oz. back then it would have cost you $26,510.00 to invest in that 100 oz. of gold.
c. Today, gold has risen to $1273.60/oz (or about a 474.34% increase). 
d. In other words, if you had invested your money in 100 oz. of gold one year ago, your $26,510.00 would now be worth $127,360.00.
e. How many here made a lot of money in the gold market? 
f. Probably few/none of us. Why? Because few invested in gold when it was low.
g. Point: we cannot expect to receive a return upon something we have not invested in!
h. Same is true in the Lord’s church…
i. Folks who have not invested their talents (used what resources God has blessed them with) cannot expect to see a return on the investment.


E. We will be judged according to what we do with our talents AND WE WILL BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO WHAT WE FAIL TO DO WITH OUR TALENTS!
1. In other words, we are judged not only for doing wrong… 
2. …but we will face judgment FOR NEGLECTING TO DO RIGHT!
3. We must remember that failure to utilize the talents the Lord has given us evokes His wrath against us!

III. As the talents were employed, they were strengthened.
A. Talents can be improved:
1. Illust: 
a. Suppose you had a little money invested in gold (or some other investment) some years back…
b. And suppose each quarter you reviewed your investment and saw that its value went up and up and up and continued in that direction…
c. Most wise investors would consider putting more money into that investment with hopes that those funds would grow as well!
2. Maybe there is someone here who does not feel like they have any talents useful for the Lord
a. The no-talent fellow is absent from our parable – we all have at least one talent
b. Question: Before trying the excuse that “I can’t do this or that”, e honest with yourself…how much time and effort have you actually spent trying to develop those talents?
i. “I can’t teach.” 
a.) How many people have you sat down with and ACTUALLY TRIED to teach?
b.) How many Bible classes have you volunteered to teach?
c.) If teaching were learning to ride a bicycle, would you have tried it enough to learn?
d.) Shocking to me to hear the number of smart, knowledgeable Christians who feel as though they don’t even have enough knowledge to offer an unbeliever! 
ii. “I can’t lead songs.”
a.) True enough, some simply do not have the vocal ability…
b.) However I have seen some song leaders who could barely carry a tune in a bucket who were able to suffice getting the congregation started.

B. Notice: The Lord gave each of them a talent:
1. Means the Lord has invested in you as His servant…
2. Notice that the investment was not based upon the unknown or the uncontrollable as in the case of our own financial markets men invest in…
3. The return upon investment was entirely up to the individual
a. Should not think of this merely in terms of evangelism (although applicable)
i. Some might think to themselves, “What if I share the gospel with someone and they don’t obey – then there has not been a return upon investment…”
ii. [image: http://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/schools_organic_network/assets/seed_packet.jpg]Not necessarily so – one never knows what will come of  a seed of truth that has been planted…
iii. Remember that the seeds of truth are not like garden-variety seeds that have an estimated date of germination…Illust:
a.) Some pine cones may drop to the ground and not open to release their seeds for years.
b.) In fact, some pine cones will not release their seeds until heat from a forest fire reaches the cone!
c.) Point: Sometimes the seeds of truth may take years to bring forth results. Sometimes it even takes a forest fire in life (some disaster) to make people pause and think about their need to come to the Lord.

iv. With evangelism, just like investing in the markets, not all investments will yield a return
a.) (Mat. 13) In the parable of the sower who went out into the field to sow, not all seed yielded a return…
b.) Some seed fell by the wayside, some on rocky soil and others among thorns
c.) So some will not yield merely because of the recipient of the word, not the investor
v. Remember, the Lord is the one who gives return upon investment (1 Cor. 3:6)

b. Why The unprofitable servant’s investment was unable to produce any return. Why? (Mat. 25:18) because he “hid” it. Question: You have talents the Lord has entrusted you with. Are you guilty of hiding your talents?

IV. The Lord will not accept your excuses for not using your talents!
A. Notice that each one was judged according to their utilization of the talents they were given. Point: If you have a talent, the Lord will not overlook the fact that you have not done anything with it.

B. Note the servant with only one talent – used the excuse (Mat. 25:24-25)
1. He CLAIMED to know the Lord
2. Does this describe the Lord? CERTAINLY NOT!
3. The servant did not even UNDERSTAND the Lord!
4. Further, the Lord mentions that if the servant saw Him as an unfair and unreasonable fellow, all the more reason that this servant should have invested and  made certain of a return upon his Master’s investment (Mat. 25:26-27).
5. But the Lord was fair:
a. Did not chastise the man given 5 talents for not making more…he had used all 5 talents and gained 5 
b. Likewise with the servant entrusted with two!
c. He was only critical of the one who failed to utilize his talents at all. Only the disobedient need to fear the Lord!

C. Some look at the Lord’s commands as unreasonable, difficult, or applicable to someone else.
1. What has the Lord asked you to do that you are not doing?
a. Are you the person of prayer you are called to be (1 Tim. 2:8)?
i. Often we devote so little time to this activity (1 Thess. 5:17)
ii. Excuses: Too busy (you are too busy NOT TO PRAY!)
b. Same true of study
i. Often use excuse too busy – did not have time to study
ii. Like a person who says I have got to go on a journey but I don’t have time to look at map, get directions, pack, etc.
iii. You are on a journey called life! Saying you do not have time to study is like saying you can get to your destination (Heaven) without carefully considering how to live or how to get there! 
c. Have you evangelized to others?
i. Reason preacher Timothy spent time w/others was not merely to do the evangelizing FOR them, but to TRAIN them (2 Tim. 2:2). 
ii. Should be true of all preachers – job to instruct train, motivate others to do the work (to use their talents for the Lord).

D. Notice: the Lord has not asked you to do what you are unable to do:
1. If you have 5 talents, then five talents were invested, if two, then two, etc.
2. Point: The Lord is not asking anything beyond your ability. 
3. He does want you to do all that you are ABLE to do

Conclusion:
1. In this lesson we have seen that the Lord has given each one of His servants talents.
2. The question becomes, are you using them or have you hidden them?
3. If using them, great!
4. If hiding them, stop immediately (Mat. 5:16).
5. Maybe you don’t feel as though you have many talents. The question is, are you using what God has given you? If you are, then you can expect your talents to increase (Mat. 25:29). 
6. All of us are using our talents in one form or another. The real question is whether or not we are using those talents to bring glory to the Lord through self-control, self-denial and self sacrifice or are we merly serving ourselves?

Invitation:
1. God has given us all so many talents…
1. Our money: What do you spend it on? Godly activities and purposes or ungodly?
2. Our time: Where do you spend this as well? Is it devoted to the Lord & spiritual growth?
3. Our shelter: Have you been hospitable? What types of things have you allowed to creep into your homes? What things have you kept out? What have you done with this “talent”?
4. Our mind: What things do you spend your time thinking of? The Lord & spiritual things? Worldly gain? Lusts? Carnal-mindedness?
5. Our health & the ability to see and hear: So many cannot get out of their homes/nursing homes/hospitals. Have you taken your opportunity to move, go places and encourage others for the Lord for granted?
6. Our influence: Have you taken this “talent” for granted….the ability to influence your children, grandchildren, friends, etc.
7. Our family: What are you doing with this talent that pleases the Lord or have you “hidden” your talents from the family?
8. Our ability to speak: Who have you spoken with? What are you speaking about? Is your speech clear enough that your friends and family know you are concerned about them and want them to be saved or have you hidden this talent as well?
2. Talents are blessings the Lord has entrusted you with.
1. Not one blessing would be worth a thing if you do not have the blessing of salvation!
2. If you have not obeyed the Lord then you have neglected a gift He has offered you and there is no hope for you.
3. We bid you submit to give your life to the Lord if you have not already done so…
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