Mat25_1-13TheWiseandtheFool
“The Wise and the Fool”
(Mat. 25:1-13)

Scripture Reading: Mat. 25:1-13
Accompanying Song: # “Work for the Night is Coming”
Subject: Purification
Objective: To encourage the listener to purify their souls before it is eternally too late.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\40_Matthew\Mat25_1-13TheWiseandtheFool.docx

Introduction:
1. Harold Camping
a. [image: http://www.washingtonpost.com/rf/image_606w/WashingtonPost/Content/Blogs/under-god/StandingArt/haroldcamping.jpg?uuid=ZuT_joFPEeC9VE2XSqBqug]89 year-old California preacher who airs on Family Radio that has been getting a lot of press lately.
b. I suspect that most people in America had never heard of Mr. Camping until news reports began to spread about his prediction of the world on May 21, 2011.
c. One of Camping’s followers, a retired MTA worker Robert Fitzpatrick, spent his life savings spreading the message of Camping’s claim to predict the coming of Christ on May 21, 2011.
d. Although the rapture failed to take place as predicted, Camping now claims that May 21 was actually an invisible judgment day that was a spiritual event rather than physical and he was off by five months. The real end of the world, according to Camping, will come on October 21, 2011
e. “We had all of our dates correct,” Camping insisted, clarifying that he now understands that Christ’s May 21 arrival was “a spiritual coming” ushering in the last five months before the final judgment and destruction.
i. In an hour and a half broadcast, Camping walked listeners through his numerological timeline, insisting that his teaching has not changed and that the world will still end on October 21, 2011. 
ii. “It won’t be spiritual on October 21st,” Camping said, adding, “the world is going to be destroyed all together, but it will be very quick.”
f. Mr. Camping, though a false teacher, he brought to everyone’s attention thoughts of when Christ would return (spoke of it extensively at my wife’s work) – made national headlines and caused people to consider the issue.
g. I had little doubt that May 21 would come and go. The end of the world has been predicted for thousands of years. 
i. There are records that Saint Clement the first predicted the end of the world in 90 C.E.
ii. In the second century prophets and Prophetesses of the Montanist movement predicted that Jesus would return sometime during their lifetime and establish the New Jerusalem in the city of Pepuza in Asia Minor.
iii. 1000-MAY: The body of Charlemagne was disinterred on Pentecost. A legend had arisen that an emperor would rise from his sleep to fight the Antichrist. 
iv. 1669: The Old Believers in Russia believed that the end of the world would occur in this year. 20 thousand burned themselves to death between 1669 and 1690 to protect themselves from the Antichrist.
v. 1689: Benjamin Keach, a 17th century Baptist, predicted the end of the world for this year.
vi. 1736: British theologian and mathematician William Whitson predicted a great flood similar to Noah's for OCT-13 of this year.
vii. 1792: This was the date of the end of the world calculated by some believers in the Shaker movement.
viii. 1794: Charles Wesley, one of the founders of Methodism, thought Doomsday would be in this year.
ix. 1830: Margaret McDonald, a Christian prophetess, predicted that Robert Owen would be the Antichrist. Owen helped found New Harmony, IN (SW IN just past Evansville on 64).
x. [bookmark: wts]1914, 1915, 1918, 1920, 1925, 1941, 1975 and 1994, etc. were other dates that the Watchtower Society (WTS) or its members predicted.
xi. 1919: Meteorologist Albert Porta predicted that the conjunction of 6 planets would generate a magnetic current that would cause the sun to explode and engulf the earth on DEC-17. 
xii. There are several others who have predicted the end of the world as well.

2. There is a lot we could mention regarding end times. However, as for the date and hour there is only one verse we need to remember when someone predicts a precise time: (Mk. 13:32)
3. Though this is not a lesson designed to teach about end-times, there is a practical lesson we should all carry away from all of the predictions that man has to offer – that the end of the world could come at any moment, without warning.
4. I would like to share w/you a parable Jesus used to help us see how we ought to live our lives.

Body: 
I. The Parable of the Wise & Foolish Virgins (Mat. 25:1-13 Scripture Reading – Title Slide)
A. The parable summarized:
1. The wedding ceremony was very different from those in our western culture:
a. “The Oriental wedding began with a feast in the house of the bride's father. After this the bridegroom led the bride to his own home, and it was the duty of his servants and household (of whom the ten virgins in this case were part) to honor him and the bride with an enthusiastic welcome.” (McGarvey & Pendleton, 1914)
2. The servants would know that the groom was coming, but not at what hour – they would be at the mercy of the household of the groom’s father and mother – whenever the festivities would cease there and he would complete the journey to come home with his bride.
a. No cell-phones or texting to indicate he was on his way…
b. No email
c. Not even a clock to be accurate to the minute…
3. Then back at his home the servant girls needed to be ready for the groom’s return.
a. Like the modern so-called prophets who guess at the end of the world, the virgins could “guess” at the time the bridegroom would return with his bride…
b. …but the exact moment was unknown. Therefore, they needed to make certain that they would be ready for the  time when He finally arrived!
4. In story: 10 virgins - 5 wise 5 foolish (Mat. 25:2)
a. The wise were prepared (Mat. 25:4)
b. The foolish, it would seem, were deemed foolish only because they were unprepared – no extra oil (not lack of knowledge, intelligence, ability, etc. - Mat. 25:5).
c. Notice what they were doing while the bridegroom was away – they ALL slumbered and they slept.
5. The bridegroom came at midnight (Mat. 25:6) and His presence was announced.
6. The virgins rise, trim their lamps and the foolish ones then look to the wise to give them some of their oil but the wise are unable because if they did, they would run out themselves!
7. By the time they go to purchase oil and return, the wedding is already under way.
“The feast in the bridegroom's house was considered the most important part of the marriage, and certainly for those of the lord's own household it was the only feast. To be shut out from it was to be deprived of all participation in the marriage joy…” (McGarvey & Pendleton, 1914)
8. The doors are shut and it is too late to enter! The Bridegroom acts as though He doesn’t even know them!

B. The meaning of the parable:
1. Simple to understand if we look at the words Jesus spoke just prior to and following sharing this parable (Mat. 24:42-46; 25:13)
2. The relationship Jesus is describing is that of Christ (the bridegroom) and His church (the kingdom)
3. When Christ returns, will you be ready?
4. There a lot of people in the world who lack faith that Christ will EVER come
a. They are a lot like the foolish virgins who were not ready
b. In the parable, we are not told what, but there was some delay to cause the bridegroom to be away for an unexpected long period of time.
c. Peter said that there would be people like this in our own time (2 Pet. 3:3-4)
5. Sleeping foolish virgins: 
a. They wise virgins could sleep and peacefully so – they were prepared!
b. The foolish virgins slept as well, when they should be awake, preparing for when the bridegroom returned!
c. Question: the foolish virgins in our parable are like those who slept, though unprepared
i. Those who are in sin…those who have never obeyed the gospel…those who are not faithfully serving the Lord with all their mind, soul and strength are not ready – they are like the virgins who have no oil in their lamps! Yet they slumber.
ii. Problem with sin that resides in our lives – sin does not concern us enough! Sin does not frighten us! If you are unprepared you ought to be losing sleep over it!
6. We might be tempted to look at this parable and say, “Well, that only applies to those who have never obeyed the gospel or have completely left the Lord.” – Not so!
a. Note: Descriptive of “the Kingdom of Heaven” (Mat. 25:1)
i. CHRISTIANS are part of that kingdom!
ii. It is within this kingdom we have those who are described as wise and those who are described as foolish – fifty percent were unprepared! (large percentage)
7. The foolish waited too long to prepare – it is after midnight and now they leave to buy their oil!
a. Those who have not obeyed the gospel – there is always another day, isn’t there 
“whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.” (James 4:14)

b. When we sin, it seems like we can get away with it 
i. There is ALWAYS time to repent, right?
ii. There is always more time to become a more serious Bible student…
iii. There is always time to deepen our faith or more time to become the people of prayer we are called to be.
iv. James reminds us that it is not always so
a.) Donnie – friend of mine
i.) Young, happy, full of life, popular
ii.) Liked to ride motorcycles
iii.) Left work that day, we said our goodbyes.
iv.) Donnie showed some interest in the Bible, but he also had some interest in the “fast life”
v.) That night – killed in a motorcycle accident.
vi.) I would never see my friend again! – 28 yrs. old, taken in the prime of life!

II. Wise or Foolish – What category are you in?
A. Speak frankly for a moment…As the preacher, I am privileged to a lot of information.
1. There are several things I become aware of that people would be shocked that I know.
2. (Psa. 90:8) David spoke of “secret sins” of which the lord was aware.
3. Unrelated verse by in large, but this phrase always rings in my mind (Num. 32:23) “…be sure your sin will find you out.”
a. Maybe you can’t possibly imagine how others could possibly become aware of the sin you are involved in…
b. I assure you that you would be surprised how information can travel and how things can be revealed!
4. How do you approach someone who is in sin to help them when they would be shocked to learn that you knew?
5. I know that we have those struggling with sin in their lives in this very audience right now.

B. Imagine if you will, that at this very moment we heard a loud trumpet in the sky…
1. We, wondering what’s happening, exit  the building, look up into the sky and saw the Lord returning.
2. There are no more bills to pay.
3. That test you were studying for in school tomorrow – looks like you won’t be taking it after all.
4. No more ball games, no work tomorrow.
5. You don’t need to worry about fixing the leaky roof or the garage door – they will all be burnt up in moments.
6. You need not worry about work tomorrow.
7. Everything on this earth that you know and consider part of your regular routine has come to an end.
8. There are no more chances to ask forgiveness for the unresolved sins in your life. What’s done is done. The record is sealed along with your fate!
C. A few moments ago we read from 2 Pet. and mentioned how Peter described that in the last days there would be scoffers who would mock our Lord asking, “"Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” 
1. Peter goes on in that passage to say they, like the foolish virgins in our story, “For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless; (2 Peter 3:5-14 NKJV)
a. Willful forgetting
i. Lack of careful consideration of how God’s plans have always happened, just as He has promised, though it seems a slow process through the ages to man.
ii. SEEMS like a slow process but, in reality it is not. 
iii. Day = thousand years and thousand years = day with the Lord
a.) A verse that has been ripped out of its context to mean lots of things esp. by those who want to be the ones to unlock the “hidden code” revealing future events…
b.) All this passage is saying is that time is meaningless to the Lord (He is an eternal being, unaffected by the restraints of time as we are)
c.) Although it seems as though much time has passed and He may not return we are warned that He WILL keep His promise.
d.) The only reason that He has not acted quickly is to give us time – time to repent – we need not be lost.
e.) So it is not that the Lord is not coming, it is that He is WAITING FOR YOU TO CLEANSE YOURSELF FROM SIN - TO BE FOUND W/O SPOT AND BLAMELESS!
f.) Like the foolish virgins who were given more time, what will you do with the last years of your life? Will you procrastinate? Will you waste them? Or will you find yourself ready when the time should come? 
2. The Bridegroom in the parable came at an unexpected time – at midnight, apparently much later than expected.
a. Really, giving ample time to be ready…
b. Are you ready for the Lord to return?

Conclusion: Lessons to learn from this story:
1. The foolish virgins did not spend their time preparing themselves like the wise virgins had!
2. When the Bridegroom finally came they looked to others to do something for them – wanted the wise virgins to give them some of their oil
a. Not possible – they had only brought enough for themselves. If they gae their oil to the foolish virgins they would run out.
b. Moral of the story is this:
i. No one can prepare FOR you – must do so yourself!
ii. You should not be content to rest until you are prepared for the coming of the Lord.
iii. If you are not ready when He comes, you and others will find yourselves shut out of the kingdom of Heaven!
iv. Trim your lamps – fill your containers with oil. Make absolutely certain that when the Lord does come that  you are prepared.  
a.) Rid your life of sins, as secret as you may believe that they are – they are known by the Lord!
b.) If you can’t stop, ask for help!

Invitation:
1. Do you have unresolved sin in your life?
2. Are you struggling with addiction or temptation that you cannot deal with on your own?
3. You need not face them alone (Gal. 6:2).
4. Maybe you have never obeyed the gospel. Now is your opportunity to do so. 
5. Follow the example of the wise virgins…prepare…don’t delay another minute!
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