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“Thieves, Priests, 
Levites and Samaritans”
(Mat. 22:34-40; Lk. 10:25-36)

Times & Locations Preached:
Scripture Reading: 
Accompanying Song: # “”
Subject: 
Objective: 
Location: 

Introduction:
1. Illust.
a. Once read a story about a man who was driving down a busy highway.
b. He noticed a young woman on the side of the road, car stranded.
c. He was not handy and after all he knew little about fixing his own car. 
d. In addition, he was in a blue business suit with a white shirt…hardly clothes to work on someone’s car.
e. He needed to get to his destination.
f. A thousand excuses raced through his mind to justify not stopping to help.
g. He drove by when his conscience got ahold of him. He could at least offer to give her a ride, he thought.
h. He pulled over onto the shoulder and got out of His car and started to walk back to the lady’s car. 
i. He noticed that another car had pulled over behind her car and a man was already bent over working under her hood acting as if he knew what he was doing.
j. "Is there anything I can do to help?" The man asked.
k. "No, thank you," the lady replied. "This nice man says he can fix it."
l. At that moment, a voice from under the hood shouted: "OK, try it now!"
m. The woman reached for the key and turned it. The engine started beautifully.
n. "It was your serpentine belt," the man explained, wiping his hands on his pants. "It slipped off. It's pretty worn. You want to take that to a mechanic, get a new one put on."
o. The woman tried to give the freeway Samaritan some money, but he declined and waved as she drove off. It wasn't until we started walking toward our cars that I noticed he had five more reasons not to stop than I did; his family was sitting in the station wagon, waiting patiently.
p. "Do you stop and help people like this often?" I asked.
q. He shrugged. "Somebody has to," he said. "What's she going to do if nobody helps?"
r. And for him, that was reason enough.
· Story by Joseph B. Walker, adapted

2. There is a story that is similar tucked away in the 10th chapter of the book of Luke.
3. I would like to begin our study today by reading about a man who needed medical treatment by a roadside whose story turned into a theological controversy.
4. The story I am referring to is found at Lk. 10. It is oft referred to as the story of the good Samaritan.
5. I do not take this story to be a parable, though it may be. This “certain man” as Jesus refers to him, travels down a real road…a road you can still see today. It is the road that connects Jerusalem to Jericho and it is told as if it were a true story, related to Christ’s listeners through a third-person account.
6. Read Lk. 10:25-37

Body: 
I. Who is my neighbor?
A. This is the question Jesus was challenged to answer by the lawyer. In fact, the story Jesus tells  centers around answering this very question.
i. This lawyer would make a good lawyer in our own legal system.	
ii. This shows that this defense made by lawyers goes back centuries…  A defense that pretends not to know the answer to a simple question:
1. Who is my neighbor?  Does this lawyer really not know? Of course he does.
2. But notice what the passage says, “but wanting to justify himself” he asked this question of Jesus.

B. I believe, through infinite wisdom Jesus may have forseen this objection coming.
i. How He positions the story in the beginning will enable Him to clearly teach who our neighbor truly is.
ii. Notice that it was just “a certain man”
1. Studying this passage I read several commentaries who assumed this man to be probably be a Jew, as they put it. I believe they are missing the point
2. Jesus doesn’t specify who this man was. We are not told his race or religion and I believe this information was intentionally omitted. Why?
a. In the mind of a Jew, if it was a Samaritan, the Jews who were listening to this story, with the ri prejudiced minds, would not have considered the  Samaritan worthy of help. They hated the Samaritans. On the other hand, it would not have seemed like as much of an act of compassion if a Samaritan helped one of his own.
b. Therefore, in His infinite wisdom, Jesus merely points out this man as “a certain man.”
c. In other words race or religion is insignificant. If he is a human being, he qualifies for the lesson to be taught. He is your neighbor.

C. Knowing that we should do the right thing is often not the problem.  Overcoming our hesitancy to help others often is.

II. When you see others in need, what rule do  you live by?
A. Let us notice the people involved in the story who came upon the man and let’s notice the different responses that each gave:
i. Thieves:
1. Cared only for themselves.
2. No concern for others, and apparently no respect for personal rights or human life.
3. They did not even care enough for the man to leave him the close of on his back.
4. Did not care that this man was harmed; left him for dead.
5. We will call this, the Unconcerned Rule, since they showed no care for others.  They thought only of themselves and what they wanted, they simply took.
ii. Priest:
1. The priest saw the man at a distance.
2. In this priest’s defense, he may have thought to himself that this could be a trap.  Sometimes the use upon this road would use tricks and tactics like this.
3. We would liken this priest to someone who simply says, “It’s none of my business, I don’t want to get involved.”
4. The priest must have been concerned about the personal cost to him.
a. It could cost him his safety (it could be a trap).
b. If the man was legitimately injured, it could cost and inconvenience, time, money and a host of other things.
5. Thus rather than getting involved, the priest opted to pretend as though he saw nothing.  He wouldn’t even get close to the situation and pass by on the other side.
6. Thus we will say, that this priest live according to the Ignore Rule because he did not want to get involved.
iii. Levite:
1. We must give the Levite a little more credit than the priest.  At least he looked upon the man.
2. Rather than moving to the other side of the road and simply passing by, the Levite at least comes and looks at the man before passing by on the other side.
3. Because of this we might say that greater shame should be pronounced upon this Levite.
4. Unlike the priest before him who would not even get close enough to get a good look at the man, this Levite got close enough that he should have seen that the man need is serious medical attention.
5. But like the priest, he chooses to merely pass by the man.
6. For this, we will say that this Levite lived by a Uninvolved Rule because he showed some little care or concern for man who was an obvious need of help.
iv. Samaritan:
1. Of the two men that came down the road before, the listener would expect more of these men.
a. A priest would be considered a man of God and would be expected to help someone in need.
b. If Levite would be a servant of God and, like the priest, would be expected to do the same.
2. Now Jesus introduces the Samaritan.  Samaritans and Jews had no dealings with each other.  In fact, they hated one another.  You might recall that, when Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman she remarked that “Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. “ (John 4:9).
3. As Jesus told the story one must wonder if they expected Jesus to say that the Samaritan came along and killed the man.
4. Instead, Jesus describes the actions of a man that most would not have expected. The Samaritan:
a. Had compassion
b. Went to him – has already done as much as the Levite at this point
c. Bandaged and cleans his wounds
d. Since the man upon his own animal (presumably forcing him to have to walk)
e. Brought him to an inn
f. Cares for the man
g. Prepays for the remainder of the man’s stay at the inn
h. Promises to pay the innkeeper should any more expenses be incurred to keep the man longer than expected
5. Of all people, it was the Samaritan who responded living by the proper rule…the GOLDEN RULE!

B. How many times have we seen people who were in need and we did not respond as the Samaritan responded?
i. It might be easy to make dozens of excuses like the man in our illustration:
1. I don’t know them.
2. Someone else will hopefully help them.
3. Don’t have the time.
4. I can’t spare the money.
5. They might hurt me/I’m scared of them.
6. I don’t know how.
7. I’m sure they will make it all right.
ii. This is not the response Jesus praised about the good Samaritan!

C. When you find yourself faced with a chance to help someone and find yourself contemplating questions like those might I kindly suggest that you are asking the wrong question.
i. Some people focus the question upon themselves and ask things like, “If I help this person, what will happen to me?”
ii. Instead of asking what will happen to US, we need to ask ourselves “If I don’t help this person what will happen to THEM?”
iii. It seems as though our lesson the Lord taught is designed, in part,  to help us take the focus off of ourselves and place it upon those around us.

III. Justifying Our Actions
A. What generally goes through your mind when you see someone that you don’t know who is in need?
i. “But I don’t want to help.” Can sometimes be the internal voice inside our heads (even if we really don’t always acknowledge it is there, sometimes this soft, still message whispers to us.
ii. For most people, I would guess that our first instinct might be a little like the priest oor the levite…not to get involved, but to hesitate for fear of what helping that person may actually costs us.
iii. If that is true of you, consider this…
B. This is not some far-fetched tale. This was an story, whether real or imagined for illustrative purposes, that is based upon a very real kind of danger present on the road between these two cities.
i. Roads were notoriously dangerous for travelers. 
ii. Travelers, especially those traveling alone or in small numbers would find themselves vulnerable and unable to defend themselves against the assaults of bandits and robbers while traveling.
iii. The Jerusalem-Jericho road was especially notorious for these types of dangers. 
iv. The distance between the two cities is about 20 miles via this road.
v. The road is filled with many sharp turns, dips and narrow passes.
vi. These areas were excellent areas for thieves and bandits to lay in wait to ambush unsuspecting travelers.
vii. The Roman government was unable to do much to deter this crime.
viii. These areas have been home to Bedouin bandits and revolutionists for centuries.
ix. [image: Cave 1]They know these areas well and it was nearly impossible to capture them seeing that they could hide in any of the hundreds of limestone caves located throughout the region. 
x. One could hide in these caves for long periods of time and never be found. 
xi. In fact, it  was in the mountains very near this road that hid the Dead Sea scrolls for  over two thousand years. This illustrates how long someone could hide out in the caves of these mountains without being noticed.
xii. Additionally, the road was considered so dangerous, one source I read claimed that the road was referred to as “The Red or Bloody Way” or simply the “Bloody Pass” due to the large number of travelers who had been harmed along the way.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.rogersvillecoc.org/sermons/The%20Good%20Samaritan%20-%20Luke%2010.htm] 

xiii. In fact, a letter has survived which is dated AD 171 which voices a complaint that is made to the gov’t by two pig dealers who had fallen into the hands of bandits on this road .  The letter states that they were “assaulted with many strips,” and that a man named Pasion had been robbed of his pig and coat.
xiv. Even as late as the 19th century travelers had to pay safety money to local Sheiks if they wished to be safe from the attack of the Bedouins.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  http://www.rogersvillecoc.org/sermons/The%20Good%20Samaritan%20-%20Luke%2010.htm] 

xv. H. V. Morton, in his book In The Footsteps of the Master writes of the road:
“When I told a friend that I intended to run down to the Dead Sea for a day he said, ‘Well, be careful to get back before dark.’ “Why?” I asked. “You might meet Abu Jildah!” “Who is Abu Jildah?” “He is a (bandit) who has shot several policemen. There is a price of £ 250 on his dead, and he is in the habit of building a wall of stones across the Jericho road, stopping cars, robbing you, and if you resist, shooting you. He once held up 14 cars in a row on this road, robbed everyone, threatened to cut off a woman’s finger because her rings were tight, and was off and away to the hills by the time the police heard about it.”
xvi. The Point I’m trying to make is this: the road between Jerusalem and Jericho presented a real danger and it would be easy to see why the priest and Levite may have had good reasons to use to justify shying away from helping the Samaritan.
xvii. However, though each of these may have been valid concerns, at the end of the day none of them really excused them from helping the wounded traveler.

IV. Going Above and Beyond What is Expected of Us
A. Right, wrong or indifferent, the world looks at us as Christians much like they looked at the priest and the Levite.
i. When people need financial help, why don’t they typically turn to the local bank or some business?
ii. Why don’t they turn to the Lyon’s club, the American legion or  the public school system?
iii. Because as little as one may know about the Bible, they know enough about Jesus and His followers to expect them to have compassion upon those who cannot help themselves.  

B. “Blank check” written
i. Sometimes I think we look at this story and just see that the Samaritan helped the man.
ii. It was much more than simply helping the man. He went all the way. 
iii. He not only offered help INITIALLY, but he also followed up on the man…essentially wrote a “blank check” for what was a reasonable stay in the inn. He did all that he could and the help he offered went beyond the man’s immediate needs.

C. What’s more, a blank check from an unexpected source:
i. 2 Jews had the opportunity to do the right thing – first a priest, next a Levite.
1. We would expect each of these men to do something godly but they fell far short of that.
2. Next, we hear of the Samarritan who not only helped…
a. He  did so  at great inconvenience to himself…
i. Time
ii. Detour from his intended destination
iii. Money (now in potential future debt)
iv. Potential danger to self (could have been an ambush)
v. Presumably had to walk instead of writing his own animal
vi. Emotional involvement (he had compassion)
b. He did it all:
i. To a man he apparently  did not know
ii. To a man to whom he owed nothing
iii. And gave him more than was reasonable.
iv. In this story we see the definition of TRUE COMPASSION!

3. What benefits did the Samaritan gain? Nothing other than knowing he had done the right thing.

Conclusion:
1. Are you like the thieves, the priest, the Levite or the Samaritan?
A. A thief who has no concern for anyone other than himself…
B. A priest who would not even look to see if there was something that could be done…
C. A Levite who saw that  a need existed but feared getting involved…
D. Or a Samaritan who will see a need and empty themselves going above and beyond for a stranger without promise of any personal gain?

2. The obvious answer is that each of us should strive to be like the Samaritan!

Invitation:
1. The very nature of God and all that he has done for us shows us the greatest benevolence of all.
2. You see, in some ways the injured man on the road is very much like every one of us.
3. Sin in our lives has left us for dead, lying on a roadside, unable to do anything for ourselves.
4. Jesus is like the good Samaritan who, seeing our helplessness, takes us and helps us when we are unable to help ourselves.
5. Like the Samaritan, Jesus paid it all that we could receive forgiveness for our sins.
6. If you would like to receive  that forgiveness, now s  your opportunity.
7. H-B-R-C-B-LR.
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