Matthew 1_18-25 Luke 126-55 2_4-7 Choices God Made

“The Choices God Made” [2]
 (Matthew 1:18-25; Lk. 1:26-55; 2:4-7)
Scripture Reading:

Accompanying Song:

Purpose: To inspire the listener to become a person God would be proud to call His own
Introduction:
1. (Mat. 7:21) [3a] Not all people will make it to Heaven

2. (Mat. 25:32-33, 41) [3b]There will be a dividing; God will not accept all people in Heaven
3. What are some of the characteristics people possesses  - people whom God called His own?
4. Let’s look at two people chosen for a very special task: caring for and raising God’s parents

5. Some of us are parents:

a. If you were forced to give your child to another couple to raise, who would you pick?

b. What characteristics would they posess?

c. Very important choice, indeed!

d. For us, it would be a  long, careful screening process.

e. God was to give Joseph and Mary one of the most important jobs a parent could ever be assigned!

f. Let’s see if we can see why God made some of the choices He did in entrusting His only Son to two parents on earth.
6. If we can see some of the qualities that the earthly parents of the Son of God had:
a. It can help those of us who are parents see the qualities we should likewise develop

b. It will help all of us to see the qualities that God desires that we possess to be considered “worthy of His Son” (loosely speaking, of course, for no one is truly worthy of Christ)
7. Two accounts of the events leading up to the birth of Jesus (Matthew 1:18-25; Lk. 1:26-55; 2:4-7)
a. Matthew: focuses on Joseph
b. Luke: focuses on Mary
8. Read Mat. 1:18-25 [3c]
Body:

I. The qualities of those chosen to be the earthly parents of the Son of God:
a. God entrusted them with the most precious cargo ever; savior of the world; entire fate of mankind rests upon them.
b. Joseph:

i. Difficult situation: Mat. 1:18 [4a]; Mary “found with child”
1. Not clear if Joseph found her this way & she was afraid to tell Him…

2. …Or if it simply means that “it became known by Joseph she was pregnant

3. “minded o put her away secretly” (Mat. 1:18); Everyone did not need to know
a. First thing some people want to do is tell everyone the gossip

b. Would be tempting to slander young Mary in order to justify his putting her away and save face.
ii. “Just” (Mat. 1:19) [4b]
1. Did not want to make a public example out of Mary 
2. Man who loved his bride-to-be

3. Merciful man
a. Had every right to (Deut. 5:18 [4c]; Lev. 19:20-22 [4d]; Lev. 20:10-12 [4e])
b. Yet is described as just because he understood the purpose of the law.
c. Law did not allow her to be stoned, unless guilty of adultery.
d. Joseph had every right to put her away. Public or private made no difference. Joseph, being the just man, did not need to make a scene.
e. Mark of true character

iii. Thoughtful, Cautious; did not act brashly; Joseph “minded to put her away secretly” (Mat. 1:19)
iv. Man of deep care and concern

1. (Mat. 1:20) [4f]  “Do not be afraid…”
2. Joseph apparently wanted Mary for his wife

3. Yet he did not want to make a bad choice for one…apparently afraid to take Mary as his wife (she seemed to have committed fornication…who would want that for a wife?)

v. Joseph: a man of integrity

1. Willing to endure ridicule, embarrassment

2. Ego apparently not damaged easily
3. Ultimately willing to submit to the will of the Lord and become the adoptive father of Jesus
c. Mary: (Read Lk. 1:42-55) [5a]
i. Mary marked as the one chosen by God to carry His Son, giving her a place of honor among women (Lk. 1:28) [5b]
ii. (Lk. 1:30) [5c] Mary “found favor with God”
iii. (Lk. 1:42) [5d]  She was blessed among women because she was allowed to carry the Son of God.
iv. (Lk. 1:26) [5e] Described as a “virgin” 
1. Kept herself pure

2. Free from sexual immorality

3. (1:34) She proclaimed “I do not know a man” (intimately)
v. (Lk. 1:38) [5f] Obedient: “Maidservant of the Lord”;  “Let it be to me according to your word”
vi. (Lk. 1:45, 55) [5g] She believed the things told to her would be fulfilled

vii. (Lk. 1:45) [5h] She focused upon the Lord and lived a life that magnified the Lord through her being (soul)

viii. (Lk. 1:47) [5i] She rejoiced in God her Savior

1. That salvation had come to her

2. She rejoiced that salvation had come to her people

ix. (Lk. 1:48) [5j] Humble Mary recognized her “lowly” state

x. (Lk. 1:49) [5k] Acknowledged the Lord had done great things for her
II. The Names God Chose for His Son (Who Mary and Joseph Were Entrusted With):
a. The names chosen: Jesus and Immanuel
i. One describes the office He was to Hold
ii. The other descriptive of His nature
b. (Mat. 1:21) [6a]  “Jesus” – “God is savior”
i. Common name
ii. Referred to Joshua

iii. Appropriate name (Mat. 1:21) “He will save His people from their sins”
iv. How He accomplished this:

1. He freed us from the guilt of sin by offering His blood as an attonement (Rom. 5:8-9) [6b]
2. From the power of sin (Rom. 8:1-2; 12-14) [6c]; Spirit helps break the dominion of sin in our lives
3. From the consequence of sin (death; the wrath of God – Rom. 5:9; 1 Thess. 1:9-10) [6d]
4. Ultimately, Christ saves us from the presence of sin (when the final day comes and the saved depart to be with the Lord eternally – Rev. 7:13-17) [6e]
v. The name “Jesus”  should encourage every heavy-laden sinner, knowing the opportunity they have through Him.
c. (Mat. 1:23) [7a]  “Immanuel” – “God with us”
i. It was prophesied that the name of the messiah would be Immanuel
ii. Should remind us that God keeps His promises

iii. He is God who dwelt in the flesh among us (Jn. 1:1-3, 14; [7b] 8:56-59; 17:5 [7c]; cf. Isa. 42:8 [7d]; Rom. 1:3-4 [7e]; Phil. 2:5-11 [7f]; Col. 2:9[7g])
III. We Have Been Chosen By God (1 Pet. 2:9) [8]
a. Just as Mary and Joseph were given the daunting task of raising the Son of God when they were chosen
b. Since we ourselves have been chosen, we should live up to the challenge set before us!
Conclusion:

1. God makes His choices carefully.
2. Commit yourself to people of integrity like Mary and Joseph.
a. Whether for raising your own children to be like Christ

b. Or to study their noble characteristics so that you can become like them yourself to more closely resemble Christ.

3. Salvation is free for you to have and yours to reject or lose.
4. Make the right choice today. Become a child of God whom God would choose for His own!
Invitation:

1. Jesus, while on the cross, called out those famous words recorded at Mat. 27:46 [9]: "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" 
2. Many have contemplated what these words meant.
3. Most have explained them to mean that the sin of the world came upon Jesus. God being holy, just and pure could have nothing to do with the sin Jesus took upon Himself and had to turn his back upon His Son.

4. This is true, but there is more. I believe God was also setting an example for us.

5. That when we see sin, we are to turn the other way. To have no fellowship with it. Regardless of how much you might feel about the sin, in order to have fellowship with purity and righteousness, we must turn away from sin. Likewise, the sinner must repent, doing a complete 180 degree turn away from sin. To do an about face and return to God. 

6. If there are any here tonight who believe in Christ who need to repent and turn from sin, you need to do that tonight before it is eternally too late.
7. If there is someone her that needs to confess the Son of Christ before men and be baptized for the remission of your sins, we would encourage this without delay. Not that it is our doctrine, but the doctrine given to us by God through the inspired word.
8. But before you do this, you need to understand the commitment you are making. You are committing to be a faithful follower and active member of the Lord’s church, the one and only true church that Christ built and to strive to learn and grow to live the Christian life from now until the day you should die or Christ comes again.

9. If there is anyone here who would respond to the invitation, won’t you do so right now? Do not leave tonight before you make sure you are right with the Lord. You have far too much to lose.

Michel Mahler 
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