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“Just One Thing”
(Mat. 19:16-22; Mk. 10:17-22; Lk. 18:18-23)

Scripture Reading: Mat. 6:22-33
Accompanying Song: #1 “Alleluia ”
Subject: Drawing Closer to God
Objective: To demonstrate that just one or a few unresolved sins in our lives are not acceptable to the Lord. Stubbornly clinging to just one small thing could cause us to be lost – IT IS NOT WORTH IT!
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\New Testament Sermons\New Testament Expository Multiple Passages\Mat19_16-22Mk10_17-22Lk18-23JustOneThing.docx

Introduction:
1. All parts of anything are important in many cases:
a. Car without transmission, motor, brakes, etc. – all important (even one bolt – would you want to forget one bolt that holds on your alternator, brakes, etc?)
b. Entrance into a football game w/o ticket – ticket important
c. House without a roof, furnace, walls
d. With the plumber – suppose he fixes the clog in drain w/o putting the trap under the sink back together?
e. With our children – tell them to get their chores done – they make bed, pick up room but the garbage never gets taken out (will begin to smell and pile up)
f. Physical body – a person exercizes, drinks water, takes vitamins, gets proper amount of sleep but never eats
g. We can see that in each instance, just one thing can make a HUGE difference!

2. Yet, some fail to recognize that in our spiritual lives. God wants TOTAL COMITTMENT FROM OUR ENTIRE BEING!
a. Many passages indicate to us that God desires a relationship with man that is not merely “mostly committed” or “almost totally committed”…He does not even want us to have a relationship with Him that is 99.9% committed – He wants 100% commitment to Himself!
b. God seeks such people: (2 Chr. 16:9) “…the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him…”
c. Worship: (Psalms 111:1) “Praise the LORD! I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, In the assembly of the upright and in the congregation.”
d. Doing the will of the Father from the heart: (Psalms 119:2) “Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, Who seek Him with the whole heart!” 
e. Seeking the Lord:  (Psalms 119:10) “With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments!”
f. Obedience from the heart (Psalms 119:34) “Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law; Indeed, I shall observe it with my whole heart.”
g. Parable of sower – some seed fell by wayside, stony ground, among thorns and on good soil – represented the hearts of those who heard the word of God – their heart determine whether they received it, whether they kept it, how long it would remain with them and what they would do with it!
h. Jesus confronted by a scribe  - asked “"Which is the first (or greatest) commandment of all?" Jesus replied (Mark 12:30) “…’you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' This is the first commandment.” 
i. God desires total commitment to Him!

Body: 
I. The Story of the Rich Young Ruler (Lk. 18:18-23)
A. Notice these things about the rich young ruler:
1. He expressed (at least some) belief in Jesus - Referred to Jesus as “Good Teacher” (Lk. 18:18)
2. He expressed a faithfulness to God:
a. A man who was, according to EVERY OUTWARD APPPEARANCE to be faithful to the Lord - Claims to have great devotion to the Lord – according to him, he has NEVER failed to keep one of Moses’ commandments (at least of the list Jesus mentions)
b. This is a “good” man!
3. He expressed a desire for eternal life:
a. True of everyone – all want it
b. Just like I mentioned in the illustration at the beginning of lesson – having all parts of something = important
c. Like many today, he wanted eternal life but he was not willing to do what was necessary to attain it (another important lesson for those who believe mere mental acknowledgment of Jesus saves – Jesus required this man to do something and it had nothing to do with keeping the law – must obey any command of God that applies to us; includes H-B-C-R-B-LF)
d. Pertinent to our goal of eternal life in Heaven
e. Sadly, many people think they can get to Heaven with very weak and little/no real commitment to the Lord

4. The Rich young ruler thought himself to be perfect
a. Jesus listed off a number of commands the young man should keep:
i. No murder, adultery, steal, lie about others, honor your father and mother and neighbor…
ii. The rich young ruler is proud to claim he has never broken these commandments! He has kept the law of the Lord perfectly…or has he?
iii. Jesus said, “If you want to be perfect…go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."
iv. He lacked only ONE THING…his heart was a covetous heart!
(Luke 19:8-10) Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; "for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."  (NKJV)

a.) Riches not the point - in contrast, Zacchaeus gave only half his goods to the poor (but willingly) and was saved…
b.) But the fact that the rich man could not give his up (that was the problem)
5. The rich young ruler LACKED ONLY ONE THING – AND WAS LOST!!!
a. Part of the story that ought to cause every one of us to wake up! (I was not simply making a preaching point or overemphasizing when I said God expects no less than 100% commitment!)
b. This rich man had all that he needed on this earth and more but he did not realize that he was spiritually bankrupt (Lk. 18:22-23)!
c. Some of us have Many parts to make us complete
i. Good qualities exist in many of us – maybe nearly every quality we need in order to be a Christian
ii. Just like a transmission without the fluid, the car without the tires, the house without a foundation…if we lack one thing, it is not enough
B. The problem the rich young ruler had: God was not his first priority in His life: manifested itself in many ways
a. Important to understand that the problem was NOT that he would not give up his riches – this is merely a symptom of much larger issue
b. Problem – God was not his first and main priority (Mat. 6:33)

II. Bringing the Lesson Home: What is the ONE THING (or maybe “just a few” things) you lack?
A. This rich young ruler was lost over one measly thing – he would not part with His worldly possessions.
1. Could be critical of Him – His possessions…
a. Doesn’t he know they all come from God? 
b. Doesn’t he know you can’t take them with you?
c. Doesn’t he know there is no lasting value in them?
B. Think of how many other stories in the Bible you could think of where people were lost because they are describing only one thing…
1. (Lk. 16) The rich man – only thing the rich man seemed to lack was unwillingness to share w/others
2. (Lk. 12) The rich man who had a bumper crop who tore down his barns: industrious man (hard work = a virtue) but only fault was that he laid up treasures on earth but was not rich toward God
3. (Lev. 10) Nadab and Abihu – priests of God, lacked only respect for God’s rules of worship, offered strange fire and were burned to death by fire.
4. Judas – apostle, given ability to perform miracles, heal sick, even raise the dead (Mat. 10:8) but loved riches of silver more than God – lost his soul
C. Are we guilty of the same thing?
1. Hand, Eye, Foot 
(Mark 9:43-47) "If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched-- "where 'Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.' "And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, rather than having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched-- "where 'Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.' "And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire--  

2. What ONE THING DO YOU LACK? (What are you unwilling to give up for God?)
a. Just one little member of the body can cause one to stumble…just a hand, an eye or a foot.
b. Forgiving Others (Mat. 6:14-15) Just one person!
c. Anger Toward a Brother Without a Cause? (Mat. 5:22-23) Just one brother!
i. Anger at a brother not forbidden…
ii. Anger without a good cause is forbidden – God not even accept your worship until you resolve the matter – forget the sacrifice…go repair your relationship w/brother!
iii. Refusing to Confess a Sin to God (1 Jn. 1:9-10) 
a.) Not praying to God – why? Often because we do not wish to face Him – know our relationship harmed by unresolved sin in our lives.
b.) Just one sin you did not admit and confess!
d. Failing to Share Your Faith (Mat. 10:32-33) 
i. Because of our tradition of asking people if they believe in Jesus as the Son of God before baptism I am afraid some get the idea that confession = one time event
ii. Sharing your faith w/others an essential part of being a Christian
iii. Could do everything else right as a Christian, but ONLY failed to share your faith!
e. Putting Any one person or Any one thing Before God (Mat. 10:37-39; Mk. 10:29-30)
i. What one thing have you placed before God in your life?
a.) Work
i.) Preface what I am about to say: We have a responsibility to care for our families
ii.) But I am afraid our jobs/daily schedules often get in way
iii.) Take job you know beforehand that will take you away from assembly frequently (driving truck)
iv.) Take job that causes you to compromise Christian principles because of pay, prestige, benefits, retirement options, etc.
v.) Willingly work optional late/overtime/days off when you know it will reduce your time for worship, meeting together, personal study, prayer, etc.
vi.) Willingly work so long and hard that we just get ourselves too tired for God and can’t bring ourselves to do anything more than crash at the end of the day!
vii.) Question: Think about schedule each day – even write down on paper and examine - Does God get your top prior
b.) Business of Life – too busy to pause for prayer, study
c.) Emotions – will not emotionally submit to God
i.) Boyd’s lesson on Sin of Unforgiveness = great lesson – made me realize we can stubbornly refuse to make amends with those around us 
ii.) God does not want or accept our worship until we get those things right in our lives until we are willing to do so – encouraged me to get right with some people!
d.) Our Own Personal Beliefs
i.) Some people stubbornly refuse to simply take the Bible at its word
· Mormons –study with them – they turned to Ezek. 37:16-18that speaks of Ezekiel being commanded to write on two sticks, write “Judah” on one and “Ephriam” on the other.
· He was then told to put the two sticks together. 
· Mormons, in our study, tried to teach me that the two sticks were actually scrolls, one representing the Book of Mormon the other representing the Bible. Then they told me this represented that the two would one day be brought together, and the lost texts of the Bible, the B.o.M., would be restored. 
· (Ezek. 37:19-22) When asked what it meant, he was to tell the people that the two sticks represented the nations of Ephriam (Israel) and Judah

Conclusion:
1. One Willful Sin (Heb. 10:26) What sin have you kept doing; refused to admit to God; unresolved? ONLY TAKES ONE!
2. What is the one thing that will prevent you from gaining Heaven?
3. Leave you with these thoughts:
(Matthew 16:26) 
"For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  (NKJV)

Invitation:
1. Like Jesus, I would not have any of us to be lost…
2. I beg you to remove the ONE THING (OR HOWEVER MANY THINGS) from your life that might prevent you from getting to Heaven!
3. Not many come forward these days – because we are pure and white and free of sin and therefore do not need people to pray for us…
4. …or is it because our fear of what others think about us is more important than admitting we are sinners and we struggle and need the prayers of the saints to help us out!
5. New policy – day or night call, write, come talk to me. We will confess our sins to one another and pray with one another!
6. Someone once said, “If we meet and you forget me you have lost nothing. But if you meet JESUS CHRIST 
and forget Him You have lost everything.”
7. Whatever it takes, do not let any one thing stand between you and eternal life with your Heavenly Father.
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