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“How Good Are You?”
(Lk. 18:18-24)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, In Dec. 11, 2011
Scripture Reading: 
Accompanying Song: # “”
Subject: Phil. 3:7-11
Objective: To dispel the notion that one can attain righteousness because of their own personal merits.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\40_Matthew\Mat19_16-22HowGoodAreYou.docx

Introduction:
1. Illust.
a. Story takes place in Brazil
b. Man named Anibal (uh-neebal) was sent to Jail 
i. He was a tough man, w/muscular biceps sporting a tattoo of an anchor on his arm symbolized his personality – like cast-iron
ii. Stare that could pierce right through a man
iii. He had a smile that was an explosion of white teeth.
c. But today the smile was gone from his face.
d. Years of a rough and rebellious life had finally caught up with him
e. Anibal was accustomed to being the boss on the street.
f. Now inside prison, behind locked doors he found himself being told what to do instead of being the boss.
g. As he put it, he had killed a “man-a” (or neighborhood punk)
i. He was a restless teenager who dealt drugs to kids who ran his mouth too much.
ii. One night the young drug dealer and Anibal got into an argument in a bar
iii. The young drug dealer had ran his mouth too much
h. Anibal went home, pulled a revolver from his drawer, returned to the bar and called the drug dealer by name
i. He turned around just soon enough to be shot in the heart. He was killed.
j. There was no arguing Anibal was guilty. 
i. His sentencing was scheduled to take place in a month. 
ii. The only thing he could hope for was that the judge might be lenient.
k. Before the shooting had occurred, Anibal had become friends with a Christian, Daniel. The two had lifted weights together at a local gym.
l. Daniel had given Anibal a Bible.
m. Now that Anibal was in prison, he brought his preacher with Him to speak about repentance, forgiveness and salvation that can only be found in Christ Jesus.
n. The study centered on the cross and the conditions of salvation.
o. As the discussion continued, Anibal’s face began to harden. And his once soften face and defeated posture became stiff and resistant.
p. The preacher asked him, “Do you want to go to Heaven?”
q. “Sure” Anibal said.
r. “Are you ready?”  The preacher asked.
s. Anibal stared at the floor for a long time, meditating on the question.
t. For a moment, it seemed as though Anibal’s stony heart was cracking. It seemed as though for the first time Anibal might admit his failures. But he did not.
u. All right," he shrugged. " I'll become one of your Christians. But don't expect me to change the way I live." 
v. The preacher had to warn him, "You don't draw up the rules," I told him. " It's not a contract that you negotiate before you sign. It's a gift-an undeserved gift! But to receive it, you have to admit that you need it."
w. "OK." He ran his thick fingers through his hair and stood up. "But don't expect to see me at church on Sundays."
x. So far as I know Anibal has never submitted to obey the gospel.

2. We might be tempted to look at a man like Anibal and remark of what a sorry, poor soul such a man is. Fact of the matter is, quite often many people who consider themselves Christians are in no better shape than he is!

3. Sometimes it is not brick and mortar or bars of metal that imprison a man. Much more often it is the stone of the heart and the chains of a sinner who will not repent.

4. Other times it is the hardness of heart that will not allow a Christian to accept all that God asks him/her to be.

5. What comes to mind when I ask, “How good of a person are you?”

6. Lesson today: about a man described in the Bible who saw himself as a pretty good man, but when the truth was revealed, he was not the man he thought himself to be.

7. (Lk. 18:18-24)

Body: 
I. How good of a person are you?
A. The rich young ruler considered himself to be a pretty good person. He boasted that he had kept the law his entire life.
1. Acknowledged Jesus as “good”
2. A “teacher”
3. Mk. 10:17, a parallel passage records that this exchange even took place with this man running and kneeling before the Good Teacher.

B. Like Anibal in our illustration, the rich young ruler was self-deceived!
1. Had no idea of what it truly meant to serve God!
2. Thought he had kept the law but he had not kept the law at all – not one bit of it (cf. Mat. 22:35-40)
3.  (
}
On
 these 2 Hang all the law and prophets!
)Requirements:
a. Love the Lord w/all His Heart
b. Love neighbor as self

4. Reality: He had not done either!
a. He did not love the Lord with all his heart (cf. Jn. 14:15); he was not willing to do as the Lord had commanded, giving his riches to the poor!
b. He did not love His neighbor as himself:
i. Commanded to sell all he had and give it to the poor (cf. 1 Jn. 3:17)
ii. Neither did he love his neighbor as himself nor did he love God – not willing to part w/riches in order to help his poor neighbor.

C. Could this apply to us?
1. Story often used to teach, condemning love of worldly riches, materialism, etc.
2. Note what Jesus said in conclusion: He said, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” (Luke 18:24)
3. Note: Jesus said “those who have riches” and not “those who are rich.”
a. May apply to those who are wealthy 
b. Among synonyms are : assets, resources, things valued, things occurring in abundance
c. In America, how many things do we have in abundance, and yet some still refuse to help others in need because they want to make sure they themselves do not have to do without?
d. Contacted by a preacher from Philippines once who needed sermon materials – mentioned thank you for sharing and that he valued the materials so much he was SAVING UP ENOUGH MONEY TO PRINT THEM!

II. No One Is Good
A. Many people hope to be saved on their own good merits – rich man of Lk. 18 saw himself as righteous – had kept from his youth (Lk. 18:21)
1. Lot of people like this in the world today…
2. Believe their standing before God is good:
a. They have no regrets
b. Surely the good things I have done in this life outweigh the bad.
c. They have never done anything “illegal” – stayed out of trouble w/law
d. Good citizen
e. Kind to others
f. Been a friend
g. Well respected, liked within the community
h. Moral person – don’t lie, cheat or steal
i. Or any other number of good qualities they might possess…
3. God is pleased with the good things anyone does…some or all of these things may be true
4. But still, sin is lawlessness (1 Jn. 3:4) 

B. How salvation/damnation work:
1. If get to Heaven it will not be because of the things you have done to EARN salvation (Eph. 2:8). We are saved by grace, through faith, not of any actions we have done 
2. But you will go to HELL for things you have done to merit damnation (Rev. 20:13)

C. Back to our story: Jesus said “no one is good” (Lk. 18:19)

D. All have sinned (Rom. 3:23)

E. Our righteousness = filthy rags (Isa. 64:6-7)

F. So what was the problem the rich, young ruler had?

III. The Rich Young Ruler Wanted a Faith That Didn’t Really Cost Him Anything
A. While salvation required little more than checking off a list, the rich young ruler was willing to do what was necessary to obtain salvation…

B. But as soon as he realized that the price was required to pay he was no longer willing.

C. I have always wondered why so many people assume they will be saved like the thief on the cross rather than thinking they need to be saved like the rich young ruler? 

D. Allegiance to Christ is not some cheap thing!
1. Usually, something free = not worth much
2. Not so with salvation and the honor it is being able to be a Christian!
3. The death of God’s only Son cost God a great price!
4. Although this gift is free, He does not give it to those who count it as a cheap and easy fix for their sins.

E. Like the Rich Young Ruler, We want a faith that won’t cost us anything (most often those things that 
1. Many people want to be a Christian like Anibal - we want to be religious but just not too religious
2. Some say:
a.  “I’ll be a Christian, just don’t expect me to change the way I live!”
b. “I want to be saved, just don’t expect to see me at worshoip services.”
c. Some don’t want the use of scriptures that point out anything that is wrong with the faith, doctrine or practices of some.
i. Two men can disagree and both can be wrong, but they cannot disagree and both be right!
ii. Either God says 

d. Others may not say these thigns but demonstrate it through their actions!

F. When Jesus died on the cross, He defined what it meant to sacrifice:
1. Not just giving!
2. Not just giving out of our abundance!
3. Not just giving liberally!
4. Jesus set the bar for the definition of sacrifice! 
5. It is giving something that you NEED in order to help another!
6. Note the churches of Macedonia (2 Cor. 8:1-4)
a. These were an impoverished people themselves – had little if anything to offer!
b. Yet notice v. 3 – did not give what they could afford, they gave “beyond their ability”
c. Indicates not only did they give, but they gave to others while they themselves did without!
i. Keep in mind, these were brethren (from what we can tell) that they did not know.
ii. Were people they had only heard of – had never met
iii. So often  I hear of brethren excusing themselves from helping someone else because they did not know them
a.) Where is that taught in the Bible?
b.) Often the excuse is made: “They might be scam artists, just looking for money.”
c.) For all the Macedonians this could have all been a lie too!
d.) Yet they made the best judgment they knew how and decided to give!
e.) We should do likewise!
d. Consider (1 Jn. 3:16)
i. We claim to be Christians. 
ii. We (myself included) ought to ask ourselves when was the last time we made that kind of sacrifice for someone else?!?

IV. Jesus Teaches the Level of Commitment it Takes to Be a Christian
A. Notice what the rich young ruler asked (Mat. 19:16) “…what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?"

B. Notice what Jesus said (Mat. 19:17) “…if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments."

C. Now notice the response from the rich young ruler to follow: “Which ones?” (Mat. 19:18)
1. As if to say, “Surely you don’t mean ALL of them, do you?
2. There are still people out there with this mentality: God is happy with me doing MOST of
3. Jesus eventually taught him he needed to give it all.
4. Why ALL?
a. Jesus was testing Him while teaching us a lesson - We need to get this…
b. If there is even so much as one thing or one last cent you would not give up for the Lord, you are not worthy of Him!
5. In Mat. 19:21 Jesus responded to the rich young ruler and told him using the words, “if you if you want to be perfect…” and then he proceeded to tell him what he still lacked
6. I love the account in Mk. 10:21 that says “Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me."
7. Jesus told him what he needed to hear because he loved him. He wanted him to inherit eternal life, so he told Him to do essentially three things:
a. Give up all you have…
b. Come, follow me (forsake all others in your life that you have allowed to come before Me)…
c. And take up the cross – give your entire life to me

D. Why did the rich young ruler walk away sad?
1. Our text tells us that it is because “he had great possessions” (Mk. 10:22)
a. Mark records that after this encounter Jesus remarked, “Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God!” (Mk. 10:24)
2. So what does that tell us: the thought process is this:
a. We tell ourselves: “If I give it up, I will ___________.” (i.e. starve to death, lose the house, my children won’t have clothes).
b. We tell ourselves we need it “just in case”
c. Every one of these excuses we come up with to justify our lack of sacrifice and commitment are just another lie that shows our lack of trust in God, that He will take care of us.
d. It shows that we do not really believe God when He told the rich man to sell it all and he would “have treasure in Heaven”, likewise he promises each of us (Mat. 19:29)

E. Some people hear this command and like the story of Anibal at the beginning of our lesson, it is just too much to accept!
1. So we begin to tell ourselves that God will accept less than what He tells us!
2. Would Jesus really require THAT DEEP, THAT TOTAL OF A COMMITTMENT from us? 
3. He wouldn’t really require us to give up that much for Him, would He?
4. Think about the sacrifice Jesus gave for you!
5. He gave something He needed – He gave His life!
6. But He gave beyond His ability - just like the Macedonians, so that we might live (and His life was given back to Him)
7. This is the type of sacrifice we need to be giving to the Lord if we want to be called His!
8. If we get the impression that God needs to accept a half-hearted, mediocre faith, then we need to guess again!

Conclusion:
1. Each one of us need to ask ourselves if we are truly giving the sacrifice and dedication with out lives that He has asked us to!
2. If not, won’t you begin today?

Invitation:
1. Maybe you have never begun a commitment to the Lord.
2. Today is your opportunity to begin.
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