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“Little Ones”
(Mat. 18:1-14)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Jan. 15, 2012
Scripture Reading: Jas. 4:8-10
Accompanying Song: #112 “Angry Words” (consider the idea of loving one another)
Subject: Boldness
Objective: To encourage the listener to exercise humility to the point of caring for our neighbor, and be mindful of the influence we have over other people because of its consequences.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\40_Matthew\Mat18_1-14LittleOnes.docx

Introduction:
1. It has been said that within every person, three people actually exist:
a. The person you perceive yourself to be
b. The person others perceive you to be
c. Who you really are, that is, how God sees you

2. The person that I would like to speak to in this lesson is the person others perceive you to be…
a. Sometimes we may have no intentions of harming someone…yet sometimes we hurt people
b. Sin so often falls into this category

3. The great deception of sin: “I’m not hurting anybody but me!”
a. Sin is seldom, if ever a singular exercise - almost always involves someone else.
i. Fornication takes two.
ii. Stealing takes one to steal and another to steal from
iii. Drugs – one to sell and one to take
iv. Lying – one to tell, another to hear
v. Cheating – one to cheat and one to cheat on
vi. Gossip – one to tell and the other to listen
vii. Think about it – sin rarely only involves just you!
b. In this lesson I want to talk about a third and fourth party that become involved in sin
i. Others who may see you sinning and what the example you set does to them!
ii. Love = our foundation, motivation for all that we do
iii. Books: Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff – Jesus says the small stuff MATTERS

4. (Read: Mat. 18:1-14) Title of our lesson: taken from Mat. 18:1-20  “Little Ones”

Body: 
I. Little People: When We Perceive God Doesn’t Care About the Little Ones
A. Want to address this point first because it strikes at the heart of this lesson – why it is important: 
1. Easy to look at scriptures in negative light: Look at this passage and see: “Here is Jesus preaching another lesson again warning us we had better not do anything that causes someone else to sin.”
2. Though this is true, there is another way to look at this lesson (Mat. 18:14).
a. We could see this passage and place ourselves in the position of the disciples Jesus is warning…
b. Or we could put ourselves in the place of these little ones.

B. See the lesson: In God’s eyes, you are His precious “little one”! 
1. Do you get what our Lord is saying here?
2. We should ALL BECOME LITTLE ONES!
3. Notice v. 3 “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”
a. Assuredly: make no doubt about it…
b. Unless you “become as little children” (become as “little ones”) you will not enter the kingdom of Heaven!
c. That makes this very serious business – our salvation rests upon it. (If there is a passage in your Bible you would mark or highlight, I should think this page is worthy of the ink!)

C. What this means:
1. God cares about you.
a. Did you catch the illustration Jesus used about the man with 100 sheep and lost one, how he would leave the 99 to search for the one?
b. Do you see yourself in that story? If you don’t, you should!
c. What that means is even if you were the ONLY ONE on the face of this earth that had EVER SINNED and had gone astray, God still loves YOU (ONE AND ONLY YOU) that He would have sent His Son on this earth to save you!!!
d. That is love!
2. He wants a close relationship with you!
3. If…
a. God wants you to become “converted and become as little children” (or a “little one” - v. 3)
b. And “it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.”
c. That means God cares about your soul!
d. In God’s eyes You are His precious “little one.”
4. Do you suppose one whoo sins sets out with the intention to involve others and cause them to stumble? No, but that is often precisely what happens.

II. Little Sins: When We Perceive God Doesn’t Care About the Little Ones (Sins)
A. God cares about sin, That includes every sin, all sins!
1. Recall the parable of the talents (Mat. 25)
2. A master entrusted one servant with five talents
3. Though five talents was a significant amount of money, to a man like the one mentioned in this parable who could afford to have three servants, it was just a small amount…
4. Because he handled the money faithfully, the master responds, “'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’” (Mat. 25:21)
5. The servant in that story that was not faithful with his talent had his talent taken from him and was cast into “outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Mat. 25:30)
6. The lesson: the small things matter!
a. If we cannot be faithful in the small areas of our lives…those little ones…
b. How can we hope to be faithful in the “big ones”?

B. If…
1. Jesus wants to make sure to warn us not to cause “one of these little ones who believe in” Him “to sin” (v. 6)…
2. And He set the great example: “the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.”
3. Therefore…
a. If He doesn’t want us to create a cause for stumbling for others…
b. Because He came to restore those who have stumbled

C. This also means He wants US to care about others souls (why we are commanded to evangelize)
1. BECAUSE to CAUSE others TO STUMBLE undermines the very purpose for which Christ came…
a. Christ came to restore the fallen
b. If we cause them to fall, we UNDERMINE THE VERY WORK OF OUR Lord!
2. Lesson: 
a. When we create circumstances or environments that cause or encourage others to sin…
b. …we are working against Christ!

D. So we can see why this is such an important issue to consider!

III. Little Influence: When We Perceive Our Influence is Only a Little One
A. Ways we cause “little ones to stumble”:
1. We could directly involve them in our sins (Prov. 1:10-19)
2. We might simply refrain from telling them the truth
a. Illust:
i. Train on a set of tracks
ii. Bridge out ahead
iii. Rail operator had the power to switch tracks the train was on to a safe track
iv. Yet he simply stood by and did nothing
v. In his defense, he proclaims, “I did not cause the train to go off the track!”
vi. It is true that he did nothing to cause it to happen.
vii. But we can all see he is splitting hairs – he is guilty because he did NOTHING TO PREVENT it from going off the tracks!
b. How is this different:
i. (cf. Jude 1:23)
ii. On judgment we could argue our case before God “We didn’t cause them to be lost. Their sins were their own!”
iii. True enough, but we know we’d be splitting hairs too if we had simply left them in the fire and did nothing to pull us out of the fire.” Refusing to HELP SOMEONE OUT of the fire is essentially the same as LEAVING SOMEONE IN IT!
3. We could cause them to stumble by setting a poor example…
a. Influence Matters!
i. Consider Dt. 20:8 “…'What man is there who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return to his house, lest the heart of his brethren faint like his heart.'”
ii. Why was this soldier turned back, separated from his comrades?
iii. Because his attitude could be contagious!
iv. Brethren INFLUENCE MATTERS!
b. The examples you set are not done in some secret corner – others are watching!
a.) They see your interest in spiritual things (or lack thereof)
b.) They note your attendance to opportunities to worship (or absence from those assemblies) and they take note
c.) They see your stand for the truth (or the times you compromise)
d.) They see the sinless life you live (or the sinful habits you practice)
ii. Cold hard fact: many of us live up to the expectations set before us
a.) When we see others have little commitment to the Lord, they see that as acceptable too!
b.) When they see we have a mediocre commitment to worshipping the Lord, they expect the same of themselves
c.) When they see compromise in our lives, their conscience is not as concerned about it when it becomes their opportunity to do so!
iii.  (Out of context a bit) But consider what Paul said “…we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.” (2 Corinthians 10:12)
a.) Why would Paul warn us to dare not be like others who measure “themselves by themselves” and  compare “themselves among themselves””
b.) Because he knew a lot of us are tempted
i.) Not to live as good as Christ did…
ii.) …but rather to live to be just about as the next Christian does!

B. Influence matters SOOOO MUCH!
1. Did you notice how much?
2. Jesus said if I do anything that causes one of these little ones to be lost, woe to me (i.e. He feels so sorry for such a person who would make such a grave mistake)…
3. Many are fearful of death but one of the ways most people do not want to die is drowning! 
4. Yet Jesus said, “it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea.” (Mat. 18:6)

C. How important? Jesus seems to say (paraphrasing), “Go to any extreme measures necessary to prevent it from happening!
1. Here the Lord turns all common human reasoning upon it’s head!
a. Most rational human beings would do backflips (anything necessary) to save our own soul…
b. The primary focus here is NOT, the saving of OUR souls
c. The focus of the text demonstrates the love we should have for others…
d. Sure, people will be made to stumble, Jesus sadly admits
e. But the attitude of His followers is that of being willing to go to the UTMOST EXTREME to assure WE are NOT ANY PART OF THE CAUSE that THE SOULS OF OTHERS might be lost!
2. Mat. 18:8-9 “Go to whatever extreme it takes, Jesus says: cut off your hand or foot if necessary (v. 8)  or if you discover your eye is the problem, pluck it out!
3. Thought question: Now most of us would do that to spare our own neck, but are you willing to do that for your brother, that some other “little one” will not suffer offense and stumble?

D. In these verses we seem to have the warnings John warned us of, “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 Jn. 2:16) Where we have the flesh (hand and foot) mentioned, they lust of the eye (Jesus says “pluck it out”) and the pride of life to which Jesus says, (paraphrasing) “humble yourself, become like these little ones or you WILL NOT ENTER HEAVEN!”

E. Now can we see how IMPORTANT it is to live the very BEST that we can? (I know you can see that!)

IV. Little Deception: Until You Are a Little One, You Are a Never Big One
A. The concern of the disciples that has brought about this lesson from our Lord – they ask Him: "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"
1. Mark 9 records the events that took place just before this question came up.
2. Traveling, they came to Capernaum. Jesus had overheard them arguing among themselves – asks them what they were arguing about
3. It says they kept silent (embarrassed, ashamed to tell Him)

B. Pride: 
1. If Wheaties is the breakfast of champions, Pride is the breakfast of fools!
2. Thought question: Who is better, me or you?
a. Maybe you are humble, so you say I am better than you. Why? Who put you in a position to judge who is greater than whom?
b. If you say you are better, who gave you authority to say you are better than me?
3. Jesus’ lesson is it is NOT ABOUT being better than SOMEONE!
4. If there is a lesson about being better, it is about:
a. It is about being GREAT ENOUGH to overcome the temptation to sin!
b. Being GREAT ENOUGH that you would not cause someone else to sin and endanger their souls!
c. It is about BEING GREAT ENOUGH to know that you don’t need to:
i. Think of yourself as greater than others
ii. Others to think you are greater than them

C. GREAT PEOPLE are HUMBLE people!
1. Humble: Gk. meaning to “bring low”[footnoteRef:1] “to bring into a humble condition, reduce to a meaner circumstances" or “one who stoops to the position of a servant”[footnoteRef:2] [1:  ]  [2:  ] 

2. Consider that each of these definitions signify a CHOICE, rather than being placed in this position.
3. Great people do not need to be humbled, great people humble themselves! 

Conclusion:
1. Brethren, let us be mindful of those “little ones”
a. Those “little Christians” that God cares about…
b. Those “little sins” that we lie and tell ourselves that God overlooks
c. Those little ways we influence others negatively (or fail to influence them positively as we should)

2. Let’s make certain that our influence is used to work FOR the cause of Christ instead of AGAINST HIM!

3. Let’s remind ourselves to become like those “little ones” Christ spoke about in Mat. 18
a. To develop a humility
b. To submit ourselves to God and to one another

Invitation:
1. In our lesson I was careful to remind us that 
a. Jesus loves you
b. He wants a loving relationship with you

2. Maybe you are a Christian who has stumbled in sin (we pray that we were not part of the cause) but we are here to help. 
a. In our text He painted a verbal picture of you and Himself
b. Can you see yourself as a sheep that has gone astray?
c. Can you see Jesus, the great Master, who has left the 99 and is wandering the hills, traveling the desert (He’s looking for YOU!)
d. Can you hear Him calling? He is calling you into the flock!
e. All that remains is for you to respond to His voice?
f. Won’t you become part of that flock?

3. Maybe you are a sheep who has never been part of Christ’s flock. 
a. He wants you to be!
b. He is searching for you!
c. He is calling you. Will you respond, little one?
d. If you would become one of the Lord’s little ones, let us know at this time.
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