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“Little Faith vs. Great Faith”
(Mat. 6:30; 8:10, 26; 14:31; Lk. 7:9; 12:28)

Times & Locations Preached:
Scripture Reading: Heb. 11:1-6
Accompanying Song: # “Faith of Our Fathers”
Subject: Faith
Objective: To inspire the listener to develop a stronger faith.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\1_Lessons_Ready_But_Not_Preached\Mat17_14-21LittleFaith.docx

Introduction:
1. Today: Our topic is faith
2. Contrast of two types of faith: Great Faith and Little Faith (Title Slide). Which do you have? Which do you want?
3. Developing a great faith will take some work and some conditioning of the mind to let some things from this world go and cling to things beyond!
4. Lesson taken from Mat. 17:14-21 (READ)  contrasts these two types of faith.
a. Great Faith – the  Faith of the Father
i. He had stronger faith than the disciples – He had brought his son to them with faith – expecting that they could help his possessed son.
ii. When they failed, his faith did not fail. He still believed in the power of God – so he took his son to a higher power…if the students cannot help his son perhaps their teacher may.
iii. Of course, because of His faith, His son is healed.
b. Little Faith – the Faith of Disciples (Mat. 17:17)
i. They lacked faith and therefore were unable to  help the boy.
ii. Faith of the disciples, like the faith of many people, waivered.
5. Of course, every one of us want to be known as people with great faith rather than people with little faith.
6. Question for us this morning is which category each of us find ourselves in – those with great faith or those with little faith?
7. What is great faith? What is little faith? One might wonder this from reading our story. In order to answer this question, let’s allow the Bible to become its own commentary and describe the characteristics of those with great faith vs. those w/little faith.

Body: 
I. What Type of People Have Little Faith?
A. Those Concerned About Worldly Necessities/Possessions (Read Mat. 6:25-34)
1. Little Faith - (Mat. 6:30)
2. Jesus makes this statement as part of the  sermon on the mount.
3. These people are those who are guilty of trusting in riches (Mat. 6:24).
4. He has been speaking of those who are concerned and worried about what they will eat, drink and wear (Mat. 6:25).
5. Why is this little faith?
a. Because those who have faith trust that if their Heavenly Father feeds the birds of the air and clothes the lilies of the field, He will not let them starve to death or go without clothes to wear.
b. Faith that worries about material possessions shows that we trust in them to  sustain us rather than  God – that is why this is little faith.
6. It is also little faith because it is foolishness – though these things may provide temporary needs, what can they provide long-term? Eternally, they have no value whatsoever – they cannot save you (Mat. 6:30).
7. What riches have you been guilty of placing your trust in?
a. Do you feel safe when you have enough money?
b. Do you feel secure when you have all of the things you need to sustain your physical life (food, clothing?
c. Maybe you feel secure knowing you have medical insurance – trusting that the doctors will save your life?
d. Whatever makes you feel secure in this world – remember, it is temporary security at best!
8. In the end, the only thing we can ultimately hope for in this world is trouble (Mat. 6:34)!
9. Is there any hope? Is there anywhere we can hope to find security? Only one place (Mat. 6:20-21, 33).

B. Those Who Fear Losing Their Physical Lives (Read Mat. 8:23-27)
1. Mat. 8 contains the story where Jesus calms the wind and the  waves.
2. Jesus criticizes His disciples for having little faith (Mat. 8:26).
3. Why was their faith considered little?
4. Two reasons:
a. Because they were fearful of losing their physical lives (Mat. 8:25).
b. They lacked faith in who Jesus was (Mat. 8:27).
c. Really both  of these weaknesses of faith go hand in hand – they are one and the same.
d. Fearing losing your physical life shows you lack faith in God/His Son.
e. Fearing the loss of physical life is the same as doubting who Jesus is and what He and His Father are capable of accomplishing – saving you.
5. Just like the disciples, how many of us are in the same boat (pun intended).
a. Every one of us know death is approaching – every day we are on this earth we are one day closer to the day we will leave it.
b. So the question has never been whether or not we can retain our physical lives…
c. The question has always been, “Where will you spend eternity?”
6. How many of us, if we knew we were moving in six months would spend time building a local business, buying a house and doing a bunch of things to establish roots in a community? You wouldn’t because you are not planning  on living there much longer.
7. How many of us, when we are on vacation would sign a year rental agreement on an apartment? You don’t because you are not planning on staying for that long.
8. How many of us, if we needed to rent a car for a weekend, would sign a two-year lease on a new vehicle? Again, you wouldn’t because you have no plans for needing a car for that long.
9. Keeping our perspective, who then is going to spend all of their time making preparations by building expensive houses, running up debt to acquire mountains of “stuff”, planning for our retirement like we are going to live until we’re 200 and spending little time preparing spiritually to transition out of this life and into the next?
10. People who do not plan on spending much more time on this earth do not spend their lives saving  and working like they are going to remain here. They trust  in the life to come, not the life that  is.
11. We need to condition our minds to let go of this life.

C. Those Who Doubt What Christ Can Do (Read Mat.14:22-33)
1. Jesus once criticized Peter for having little faith (Mat.14:31).
2. The setting: Crossing the sea  they see Jesus walking on the water in the darkness.
3. Peter asks to walk on the water with Him. He does, momentarily, then sinks into the water.
4. Why was his faith weak, according to Christ? 
5. He doubted Jesus (Mat. 14:31).
a. Peter left his comfort zone – logically he should have thought He would sink, yet His little faith allowed Him to get out of the boat.
b. Peter had “little faith” but at least Peter got out of the boat!
c. If Peter had little faith, how much faith did the rest of his boat faring companions have?
6. How many of us doubt Jesus ourselves?
a. Jesus asks us to speak to our friends and neighbors, yet how many of us actually do?
b. If not, do we not really believe they might be in danger of going to Hell?
c. If we really believed this, wouldn’t we be warning them?
i. If people were in a building on fire, wouldn’t we pull the smoke alarm or call “Fire!” “Fire!”?
ii. If you knew a bridge was out, wouldn’t you warn people so they didn’t drive off?
iii. If we thought they were going to Hell eternally, wouldn’t you do all you could to convince and warn and convict them?
iv. Of course we would!
v. Yet, in spite of this, some of us never get out of our boats (our comfort zones) to warn them!
7. We need to build our faith so that we do not doubt Jesus!

II. One Who Demonstrated Great Faith (Read Mat. 8:5-10)
A. Faith Defined: Taking God at His Word

B. Believing Jesus Can and Will Do What He Says (Mat. 8:10)
1. Setting: A centurion comes pleading  with  Him for  the life of his servant.
2. He describes his servant as “paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.”
3. Jesus agrees to come and heal the man.
4. Yet the man refuses on the basis that He does not consider His home worthy to have Jesus under His roof!
a. Imagine – Jesus has been preaching to His fellow Jews – the people who should have received His message, who did not. Jesus is their Messiah and they should have accepted Him with open arms!
b. Of those who did believe, they are all bringing their sick to Jesus to be healed. Yet, in the end, they will not pay Jesus any respect at all – no faith in Him whatsoever!
c. Now Jesus preaches to a centurion, most likely a Roman, a man of some prominence among His people, having authority (Mat. 8:9).
5. Why was this man accredited for having such great faith?
a. He believed in Jesus.
b. He accepted that He was, in the least, much greater than any man
i. He had faith that they could do it.
ii. He had great respect for the person of Jesus – though he was a leader himself with great authority he did not even consider himself worthy to have Jesus under his roof!
iii. He had great faith – whereas others were bringing themselves, their loved ones and others to Jesus to be healed, this man has another level of faith in Christ – he knows that Jesus need not be there but by His very words is servant would be healed!

C. This is the time for you to consider if you need to work on building your faith!

Conclusion:
1. Have you been guilty of doubting what Jesus can do?
2. Some Christians feel low self-esteem because of the wrongs they have done in the past – do not consider themselves worthy of Heaven! Should not be so – if Jesus can forgive them of their sins, they should be able to forgive themselves!
3. Others doubt that they will go to Heaven. You see this in their fear of death, Some Christians have made statements in their final days to me like, “I just hope I have done enough!” 
4. As mentioned earlier, do you cling to riches of this world to provide for yourself or do you trust that the Lord will provide your daily needs?
5. Do you stress and worry about the temporal things of this world?
6. Do you feel hopeless and depressed when a Christian dies? Do you doubt they are in Heaven and you have the hope of seeing them again?
7. Do you evangelize to people? If not do  you doubt that Jesus has the power to save people from Hell and grant them entrance into Heaven?
8. If any of these things are true, maybe you have trouble doubting what Jesus can do!

Invitation:
1. Do you have faith?
2. Only an obedient faith, willing to act upon the Lord’s commands, is acceptable to God.
3. If you believe and are willing to R-C-B-LR today your faith can be  a faith great enough to save you from your sins.
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