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“Hear Him!”
(Mat. 17:1-13; Mk. 9:1-13; Lk. 9:27-36; 2Pet.1:16-18)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Oct. 1, 2011
Scripture Reading: 2 Pet. 1:16-18
Accompanying Song: # “”
Subject: Listening
Objective: 
Location: 

Introduction:
1. Man has a habit of getting ahead of  the  game, so to speak.
2. Junior high- playing football
a. Coach had one play where I was supposed to get the ball pitched to me, and I was to run to the right. 
b. Well, that was part of the play, anyway.
c. The first time I ran the play (we had never  practiced it) was in a scrimmage game against another  school.
d. The coach called the play. It was my chance for a touchdown and to be a hero for the team, even if it would last just a few moments.
e. The quarterback pitched me the ball and I ran right, almost like the play called.
f. I saw a hole and ran past the offensive line. The field was wide open!
g. Then as sure as it was open I saw two players – much bigger than me right in front of me as if they had drooped from the  sky and appeared out of no where. 
h. They had me. There was nowhere to go.
i. Before I knew it they hit me off my feet, I was airborn and with the wind knocked out of me.
j. Thinking I had done my job, the coach traded some more players out. It was my turn to  come to the sideline. Coach stopped me at the sideline.
k. “Do you know what happened?” 
l. “I got leveled.” I said.
m. “No, you were too fast. You need to slow down and follow your blockers. Instead you ran out in front of them. Let them take those hits while you run with  the ball!” He said.
n. I liked his plan of letting other people take my hits. I took his advice from then on.

3. People can be like that in their religion to God. We get the ball handed to us and just run, without fully understanding how the play is designed to work. If we are not careful, we end up flat on our back gasping for air and in pain.
4. God is your blocker. He will protect you. But if you charge out ahead of Him and fail to follow His plan, you are bound to get leveled.
5. There  are situations where men charged out ahead of God

Body: 
I. (Mat. 17:1-13)
A. Lk. 9 tells us that  Peter, James and John went with Jesus atop a mountain to pray.
1. They fell asleep.
2. Possibly awakened by the sound of voices, they are amazed to see Jesus speaking with Moses and Elijah about his coming death in Jerusalem.
3. The apostles awaken and see Jesus speaking to these two men. We assume they deduced who they were by listening to the conversation. 
4. The appearance of Jesus is notably awesome in itself as well: His clothes are a radiant white – whiter than any cloth on earth – like white light and His face shone like the Sun. This is why this story is often referred to as the transfiguration of Christ, because His appearance was transfigured, or changed, atop the mountain.
5. Peter would later write about what he saw (1 Pet. 1:17-18) that you heard a moment ago in our scripture reading. Here Peter refers to the event as seeing Christ’s “majesty.”  Thus they saw His fullness as the Deity, the Son of God!
6. As Moses and Elijah are departing Peter, not knowing what to say, suggests they build three tabernacles: One for Moses, one for Elijah and  one for Jesus.
7. No sooner did the  idea escape from his lips when he is interrupted by the voice of God who tells Peter, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!" (Mat. 17:5)

II. What went wrong?
A. God stops Peter in His tracks!
1. Peter has good intentions – worship these prominent men!
2. Yet, despite his best intentions, God let’s Peter know in no uncertain terms that He will most certainly not erect three tabernacles.
3. His error: placed Christ on an equal plane with Moses and Elijah!
a. Moses was considered, in some ways one of the greatest among the Patriarchs – he was the deliverer of the law.
b. Elijah was among the greatest of the prophets, and thus he represented them.
c. These men were great, prominent men, no doubt, but paled in comparison to Christ! (Yet Peter wanted to mistakenly place them all on equal ground, that is, to elevate Moses and Elijah above their status as mere men or to lower Christ to the status of only a man.)
4. God is essentially saying, “Peter, be quiet! You don’t know what you are saying. This is not for you to decide. Listen to My Son. He will tell you what you should do.
5. Where Peter went wrong was that he followed His own ideas. He had good intentions - to worship. But the worship, or the style of religion Peter intended to practice had nothing to do with what God had I mind.
6. In this story, God demonstrates that He has a specific plan and a specific way to be worshipped. It is not for Peter to decide, but Jesus would deliver those instructions when the time had come!
7. Illust.
a. Have you ever tried to assemble things without using the instructions (I’m sure none of the men here have never tried this.)
b. First time I assembled a gas grill.
c. My mother bought my stepfather a gas grill for a gift. I got the nomination to put it together.
d. It was a smaller model, but a nice one. It had a glass window in the front of the grill top soyou could look in like an oven door and see what you were grilling.
e. I struggled a bit with the assembly. I didn’t use the instructions except when I was really stuck. 
f. At least once or twice I had to take something apart that I had just assembled because I had put it together in the wrong order. In some cases one part had to be assembled before you could assemble other parts. So I spent some time assembling, more time disassembling and reassembling in the right order.
g. When I got the grill all together it was time to throw the first steaks on and fire it up.
h. I knew almost nothing about them – my parents did not grill out much when I was young and when they did it was on an old charcoal grill – you know, with the cheap briquettes that you have to dump a gallon of lighter fluid on them to get them going.
i. I did not read the instructions.
j. I turned the gas on and pressed the igniter. Nothing.
k. I looked in the glass window.
l. I pressed the igniter again and again. Nothing.
m. Did I mention that the gas was running this whole time with the lid of the grill down?
n. Finally about the fourth time I pressed the igniter I caught flame – and a whole lot more!
o. BOOM! The explosion was hard enough that the top of the grill came flying up, went all the way back, and bounced shut again.
p. The grill was going!
q. Thankfully the grill was not damaged and even more thankfully I realized, had that explosion shattered that glass, it almost certainly would have went straight into my face and eyes like shrapnel!
r. That experience taught me an important lesson. Read the instructions!
s. I got to thinking how much people can be like that!
t. God has given us His instruction book. 
i. We have lots of things to do in our lives – just like assembling lots of different parts to a gas grill.
ii. We might be able to get by in life without reading that instruction book or doing things as it tells us to.
iii. And then again we might get ourselves seriously injured (spiritually for sure, maybe even physically)!
u. Like Peter, He did not even consider momentarily what God wanted, what Christ recommended or what the right thing to do was. He acted purely on impulse!

B. In matters of religion:
1. Some people are like Peter.
2. Act purely on impulse.
3. Like Peter, might have the greatest of intentions.
4. Still, if it is without consulting God, you are asking for disaster!

C. How might this apply to us today?
1. How particular should we be about the way we worship here?  
a. One church I read about was doing worship drive-in movie theater style where people either stay in their cars or bring a lawn chair.
b. Some churches have opted to go for Saturday night worship, for those who have trouble making it on Sunday.
c. One church tried a “Graphic Arts” worship where a man does a five minute interpretation (using charcoal on a 6’ x 4’ canvas) of the angels first words to Mary while flute music played.
d. One church in Indiana  chose to substitute cookies and milk for the bread and fruit of the vine normally offered during communion.
e. Women preachers/speakers taking part in worship. More and more common today we hear of women taking an active role in worship leading prayer, speaking  and teaching. How would that set with you – good idea? 
f. When I was a young man and attended Lutheran service, we had people come and play bells to the tune of Christmas hymns during worship.
g. Some, rather than teach and admonish one another sit and listen to a choir sing to them or bands or instruments play. 
h. One church hired mimes to perform during their worship.
i. Although I would not agree with nor would I support these ideas, I am not using this as a lesson to criticize what others are doing. That lesson could be preached at another time.
j. What I do want us to consider is the lesson Peter learned…that in spite of how good an idea may seem TO US, not all religious gestures are pleasing  or acceptable to God.
k. If we want to worship the Lord, we would do well to ask the Lord how He wants to be worshipped (Jn. 4:23-24; Jn.17:17).
l. What about the work of the church?

2. How particular about the type of work we do as a church/Christians should we be? Does it matter?
a. I perused the internet and I found these different types of church ministries:
b. Plant Ministries One church  gave out plants. The  idea was that each family was encouraged to remember to take care of their plant. Taking care of the plant was supposed to remind them to take care  of themselves  spiritually. As the plant grew they were supposed to see themselves grow in Christ.
c. Movie Ministries – I heard several churches went together to rent a movie theater for the night so that people could go see the movie “Courageous” that is supposed to have a spiritually-minded theme. I am all for family-friendly movies but can this be counted as something the church gets praise from God for doing?
d. Clown Ministries
e. Strip-club outreach called “Midnight Outreach”
f. Arts and Entertainment Ministries
g. Ministries for every demographic:
i. Children’s/Youth Ministries
ii. Men’s Ministries
iii. Women’s Ministries
iv. Family Ministries
v. Nursery Ministries
vi. Ministries for various Minorities
vii. 40+ Ministry
h. Adoption Ministries
i. Anger Management Ministry
j. Bible College Ministry
k. Chapel Café Ministry
l. Pro-Life Ministry
m. Events Ministry
n. Ministry for the Poor/Homeless (Food/Clothing & Job Training)
o. Overseas Ministries
p. Marriage Ministry
q. Online Giving Ministry
r. Salt & Light Ministry
s. Prayer Ministries
t. Hospital Ministries
u. Ministries For People Between Jobs
v. Worship and Music Ministries
w. Fundraising ministries
x. And I could go  on…

3. The purpose of this list is not to criticize or condemn all of these groups at this time, but to simply ask the question: Do you read where the church of the Bible was involved in these activities?
4. Arguably some of these might be found in the Bible, in their most basic level, but is it the work of the  church  to entertain, feed and clothe the world, provide job training, operate schools, raise funds for the church, arrange adoptions and so on? Where is that in the Bible?
5. Lest someone become emotional or defensive, I am not suggesting many of these things are not good things to do. I am not protesting saying that good is accomplished throough them.
6. What I am asking is  whether or not God ever intended the church to operate in this capacity?
7. What difference does it make, you say? Apparently it makes a big difference to God. Peter was set to worship – to get busy and do something to honor this miraculous vision he has seen. Yet God indicates He never intended for it to be that way.

D. I am being critical of people who have gone beyond what the focus…what the primary focus of Christians and the church ought to be.
1. I am equally critical of those who fail to be all the church is called to be.
2. Christians who do little more than assemble.
3. Churches not involved in doing what the church was designed to do (1 Tim. 3:15).
a. (Eph. 4:11-13)
b. That truth was to be used to teach us to be like Christ, involved in the work He would have us to do.
4. Wherever a church does not uphold the truth. Wherever Christians within that group are not growing spiritually…wherever we are not striving to be all that Christ  has called us to be, whether  we have gone too far or not far enough, we are wrong!

E. But like Peter, sometimes men charge ahead full steam without consulting God or His word and just “do something” and never ask God “what they should be doing” in the first place.
1. Sometimes I fear people think, “So long as I am doing something for the Lord He is happy with it.”
2. Others feel, “As long as I am doing anything for the Lord He will be pleased with it.”
3. We need to feel, “As long as I am doing all that the Lord wants me to do, the way He  wants it to be done, He will be happy with it which makes me happy with it!”

F. Like building a gas grill, instead of rushing ahead just being busy, we need to stop first and get the instructions. 
1. (The Bible is our instruction manual.)
2. Illust.
a. Young man wanted to become a police officer.
b. He was known for hanging around the police station.
c. He  was known by several of the officers – he had a habit of hanging around the police station and had his application in to try to get into police academy.
d. Police were called to a complaint one day.
e. There they found this young man wearing clothes that resembled police clothing, carrying a BB gun in a holster that resembled a police issue 40 Cal. Beretta, and he had even painted a car to resemble a police cruiser. 
f. A complaint was called on him when he attempted to arrest a woman and bystanders began to question whether or not he was actually an officer.
g. Why wasn’t he a bonified police officer?
i. He dressed like one.
ii. He acted like one.
iii. He wanted to be one.
iv. But he wasn’t one. Why?
v. He had not gone through training. He hadn’t first learned instruction to qualify him to be an officer of the law.
3. The lesson for this morning, therefore, is this: just like that wannabe cop - before you can be equipped for ministry, you need to know what the training manual says.
a. One cannot worship…
b. One cannot be a Christian…
c. One cannot do the works God wants us to do…
d. Until they have first consulted the manual (the Bible) and learned just exactly what God wants us to do!


III. Hear Him! God has a plan and a purpose for His people!
A. When we fail to learn our Bibles, it is easy to lose our way and  feel as though we are doing something to please God when, in fact, we are not.

B. Lots of groups out there claiming to be Christians/a church that teaches the Bible. 
1. Yet, have you noticed that if you compare any two groups they are often very different in what they believe, teach and do?
2. Somewhere in the process, they have lost their way.
3. They stopped reading  the  instruction manual.
4. Just  like God told Peter, we need to listen to Christ – “Hear Him!”

C. The world is filled with those who have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge (Rom. 10:2). 
1. Those proclaiming the title “Christian” are busy in all sorts of worldly affairs. 
2. Others practice things that are outside the realm of what the scriptures teach. 
3. I ran across one church website that calls itself bechurchunusual.com that invites you to “Come on out Sunday Sept. 19th for our annual Baptism @ The Beach. There will be food, fellowship and much fun in the sun @ Sand bridge. If you would like to be baptized please contact…” 
4. I applaud that this church is baptizing full-submersion but to make an annual event out of it indicates that they have a zeal for Christ’s commands, but not according to knowledge. 
5. Every instance of baptism in the Bible was recognized as an urgent matter (cf. Saul – Ac. 9:18; Eunuch – Ac.8:38; Jailor Ac. 16:33). 
6. The point here is not to rant about the every flaw of those professing the Christian faith but merely to see that when the Christian/church practices something it needs to be done with the knowledge that God desires the church to be involved in something and if so, are we doing it the way He would have us to do it.
7. It is a little bit like Peter who rushed ahead to do something “religious” without ever asking the Lord, the authority, what the appropriate thing to do in this situation should be.
8. This story illustrates that not all religious activities are acceptable to God

D. Allow me to use an illustration:
1. The government had a vast scrap yard located in the dessert. They were concerned that someone might come and steal the metal so they created a might watchman position and hired a person for the job.
2. Then they realized he could not do his job without some instruction, so they created a planning position and hired two people – one person to write out the instructions and another  to do the time studies.
3. Then someone questioned, “How will the night watchman know if he is doing his tasks correctly?” So they hired a quality control person and hired two more people – one to do studies and another to write the reports.
4. Then the question was asked, “How are these people going to get paid?” So they hired someone to be a timekeeper and an accountant to cover payroll.
5. Then someone said, “Who will be responsible for all of these people?” So They hired an administrative officer, and assistant administrative officer and a legal secretary.
6. Then someone from the budget committee said, “This program is $18,000 per year over budget.” 
7. So they laid off the night watchman.
8. The point: They lost what their focus should have been!
E. Christians, if not careful, can lose what our faith is all about – a relationship with God.
1. In the beginning the plan for  the scrap yard was a simple plan – protect the scrap metal.
2. The powers that be were not content to simply let the guard fulfill his duties.
3. Instead they lost their original focus and the simple security guard position became something other than what it ever intended to be.

Conclusion:
1. Point I am trying to make is sometimes we tend to be a bit like Peter within the church.
2. Sometimes we may not be content to merely be…
a. …the people God wants us to be…
b. …worshipping the way God tells us to worship…
c. …preaching the message He wants us to preach…
d. …to the audience it needs to be preached to…
e. …so that  we can equip ourselves  to do the work we need to do.
3. A Simple Pattern For a Simple Message to Complete a Simple Plan for Simple People
4. Like Peter, men sometimes want to run ahead with their own vision of worship without consulting the divine authority!

Invitation:
1. Maybe you have been trying to be a Christian but have not consulted God how to become one. (H-B-R-C-B-LR)
2. Maybe your fault has been that you have not acted as a Christian, as God describes Christians act in His word.
3. Could I suggest two things 1) read the Bible, God’s instruction manual and 2) be content to do all it says but nothing more.
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