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“Beware of Leaven”
(Mat. 16:5-12; Mk. 8:14-21)

Times & Locations Preached:
Scripture Reading: Mat. 27:17-26
Accompanying Song: None
Subject: Attitude
Objective: To caution the listener not to develop the same attitudes that the Pharisees held.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\40_Matthew\Mat16_5-12BewareofLeaven.docx
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Introduction:
1. Leaven:
a. In the Bible, is often used to symbolize several things:
i. Good: Sometimes good things as it was used by the Lord to illustrate the growth of the kingdom of heaven (Mat. 13:33) "The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened."

ii. Bad: Most often, however, leaven symbolized those things that were bad, corrupt or immoral, as in the case of the passage I would like to consider with you today [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #2 (TITLE SLIDE)  (Read Mat. 16:5-12) 

b. Leaven was the remnant piece of dough that was leftover from the previous baking. It was fermented and become acidic. Easton’s Bible dictionary describes its chemical definition as “a substance in a state of putrefaction…” 
i. Therefore leaven, or anything fermenting is actually a process that occurs when food rots naturally.
ii. In the case of things like bread or wine, the fermentation is used in an advantageous way to make bread rise, or wine develop a desired flavor.

2. It was symbolic of sin or impurities in one’s life according to the view of the Jews.
a. Reason why it was forbidden in all offerings made to the Lord by fire (Lev. 2:11; 7:12; 8:2; Num. 6:15).
b. The offerings made upon the altar of burnt offering looked forward and symbolized the sacrifice that would eventually be made by the Son of God. Because of that, God forbid anything impure, like bread made from the fermentation process to rest upon the altar that carried the sacrifices that symbolized the sacrifice that would be made by His Son.

Body: 
I. Leaven symbolizes something that grows.
A. Jesus tells his disciples to beware of the Pharisees, Sadducees and Mk. 8:15 (parallel acct. adds “Herod”).
1. What do all of these groups have in common? Not much. These two groups were often divided on several issues:
a. Pharisees believed in a resurrection, the Sadducees did not believe in an afterlife
b. The Pharisees accepted the entire Old Testament, the Sadducees did not.
c. The Pharisees believed in the angels and those beings in the spirit realm. The Sadducees rejected such a notion.
d. The Pharisees were traditionalists but the Sadducees were skeptics.
2. They may have been bitterly divided on several religious issues, but the one thing that they were able to find common ground to unite on was their hatred and rejection of Jesus.

B. What, then did Jesus mean when He warned to avoid the leaven of the Pharisees?
1. Seems to be something that grows, and grows…and grows.
2. It’s definitely a negative attitude.
3. Some have pointed out in their comments that Jesus was warning about the doctrine of the Pharisees. Though, in part, that may be true…
4. Jesus seems to be warning about something even greater here…He seems to be warning about their attitude or their demeanor…
a. If someone has an incorrect doctrine, if they have the right attitude, that problem can be resolved
b. But if someone has an incorrect doctrine with a poor attitude toward scripture, it may be impossible to reach them!
5. Considering the one thing that the Pharisees, the Sadducees and the Herods all had in common was their hatred of Jesus, it would seem to me that what Jesus is warning his disciples against are any attitudes that take our minds away from the Lord!

C. Let’s consider what these attitudes are that bothered the Lord so much about the Pharisees so that we can be cautious that we do not allow this same “leaven” within us…(by leaven I mean the wrong attitudes that grow into something that eventually takes us away from the Lord rather than bring us closer to Him.

II. The Attitude and Demeanor of the Pharisees
A. They believed what they believed and that was ALL they were going to believe [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 3 (Mat. 16:1-4)!
1. This is a most dangerous attitude!
2. It was not Jesus’ custom to turn an honest seeker away. If performing a miracle would have caused theses men to believe I am satisfied Jesus would have given them a sign. 
3. The Pharisees came to Jesus asking for a sign. Jesus refuses to give it to them because it was never going to be enough to convince them…regardless of what He did.
a. The prophetical evidence pointing to Jesus as the Messiah was not enough to convince them.
b. His words were obviously not enough to convince them.
c. Even His miracles apparently weren’t impressive enough. Now they want an even greater miracle…
i. Jesus has shown many signs on this earth that they have, no doubt, heard about: the blind have received their sight, lepers have been immediately cleansed, the lame have been healed and several great deeds of healing and mercy have been bestowed upon the hopeless and downtrodden.
ii. Both parties were wed to a system of thought to which signs on this earth were of no substantial value.
iii. Matthew records that they came to Jesus asking “that He would show them a sign from Heaven”.
d. They probably assumed Jesus would refuse to give them a sign and they were not disappointed. They sought to use this information as an argument to discredit Him.
e. Though a sign could have been given, Jesus remarks that no sign would be because they were not willing to accept the evidence that was already before their eyes. They seek a sign from Heaven when the signs on this earth are rejected.
i. Jesus refers to their ability to look to the skies and predict the upcoming weather.
ii. Yet the prophets foretold of the coming Messiah. From these alone they should have been able to identify Him. Yet they could not see that the prophets spoke of the man standing before them.
f. What was plaguing these Pharisees was heart disease! Not a disease of the physical heart, but the spiritual one…a hardened heart…a closed mind!
4. If we are not careful, we can develop the same mindset today…
a. Believing we have the truth, we have it all figured out and if someone has some other point of view we might refuse to listen.
b. Jesus taught us to never close our minds. He taught us saying, “seek and you shall find” – carries with it the idea of constantly examining and reexamining the truth to test  what we know to make sure it is the truth!

B. They were self-righteous.
1. The very definition of self-righteous implies that they were righteous in their own eyes.
2. If one is self-righteous, he CANNOT be righteous in the eyes of God for one who is righteous will also be humble.
3. The self-righteousness of the Pharisees was described by Jesus in [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #4 (Mat. 23:25-28). They were full of hypocrisy, having an outward appearance of righteousness while inwardly being full of sinful attitudes.
4. In fact, they were so self-righteous that they refused to associate with “sinners” [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 5 (Mat. 9:10-13).
5. What we are really talking about here is the attitude that says, “I’m better than someone else.”
a. Not talking about merely acknowledging that we are better at something than someone else.
i. I am better at basketball than Montanna (I can beat her 3 out of five games). O.K., maybe not but you get the illustration!
ii. If some of you here are better because of knowledge or experience at engineering skills, weatherization of houses, carpentry or mechanical know-how that is not the attitude I am talking about…those are facts!
b. What we are discussing are attitudes of superiority…comparing yourself to someone else and seeing them as less valuable as a human being (or even to God) than yourself for some reason. All of us are in the same boat (Rom. 3:23).
c. We need to beware of this kind of leaven - the kind of attitude that says…
i. I am better than they are because I don’t like this or that about them…
ii. Recall what  Jesus said the second of the greatest commandments was [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 6 (Mat. 22:39).

C. The Pharisees loved to bind their personal application of scripture upon others rather than allowing others liberty to determine that for themselves.
1. They made distinctions where God did not [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 7 (Mat. 23:16-22)
2. The point is that the Pharisees saw great importance in these things and the Lord never told them to see such distinctions.
3. Could we be guilty of making great distinctions where the Lord has made no distinction?
a. Revering the building as more holy than we ought?
b. Enforcing all kinds of rules where the Lord has given no such commandment?
i. Dress codes
ii. Particular order of services, etc.
4. We must be content to speak where the Bible speaks and remain silent where it is silent.

D. They bound tradition as law.
1. They were upset with Jesus’ disciples for violating the traditions of the elders [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 8 (Mat. 15:1-6).
2. Some people can get really bent out of shape because something gets changed from the way it has always been done.
a. I have heard people resist learning newer songs because they claim, “I can’t learn them.”
b. Seems to be a rather transparent argument to me – it really means they don’t want to learn new songs!
c. If they can’t learn new songs, how did they EVER learn any songs at all? At one time or another EVERY song was a new song to us.
3. Some people can become very upset when long-standing tradition is not followed!
4. We need to be cautious that we never become to enamored with traditions (which amount to nothing more than opinion).

E. They served God by keeping His law, without serving Him in their hearts [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 9 (Mat. 15:7-8, 11).
1. Some people, who want to be critical of us when we insist on doing things by the way the Bible indicates we should do them, like to call us Pharisees, or legalists, but that is nothing more than a sorry effort to defame someone who is trying to do what the Lord wants them to do!
2. No one, not even Jesus Himself, would have argued that the Pharisees were wrong for keeping the Law of Moses.
3. The  real problem with the Pharisees was their hypocrisy and inconsistencies [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 10 (Mat. 23:23-24)!
4. The Lord Himself expected that the Law be kept [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 11 (Mat. 5:17-19)! If insisting that God’s laws be kept makes one a legalist, then Jesus was a legalist!
5. The Lord only condemned them for failing to keep the law with godly motives and attitudes. 
6. It was always the attitude, rather than the keeping of the law itself that was the problem.
7. When you serve the Lord, ask yourself, “Do you simply try to make sure you have done everything the Bible says we should do or does it go much deeper than that? Do you serve Him with your whole heart?

F. They lacked compassion [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 12 (Lk. 14:1-6).
1. The Pharisees were so intensely focused upon keeping every aspect of the law (and often determining how the law applied to everyone else) that they showed no compassion for others!
2. Here was a man who needed to be healed. Rather than be healed of his dropsy they felt that he should be allowed to suffer, rather than allow the Lord to heal him on the Sabbath.
3. Do not misunderstand what I am about to say…worship is important as is assembling with the saints.
a. However, if we knew of a brother or sister who suffered some tragedy (i.e. the loss of a loved one, a fire, a tornado, etc.) 
b. Suppose that happened Sunday morning at 10 a.m. would you be bothered if no one came here to console them or help them in their time of need?
c. I, for one, believe the Lord would EXPECT us to help that brother/sister if we could and worship after!

G. They did their works to be seen of men [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 13a (Mat. 23:5)
1. They loved the attention and special treatment by others [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 13b (Mat. 23:6-7)
2. Each of us need to take these things into consideration…why do we do what we do? What is our real motive?

Conclusion:
1. We need to be careful not to allow leaven into our lives do as to develop attitudes like the Pharisees.
2. Their leaven was dangerous. Notice what Jesus said about this what this “leaven” did to them and what they, in turn, did to other people [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 14 (Mat. 23:13-15). 
a. They prevented others from finding the way to the kingdom of Heaven.
b. They didn't make people better, they made them worse!

Invitation:
1. If you have some leaven in your life that has prevented you from obeying the Lord as you should…
2. …things that have taken your life away from God rather than bringing you closer to Him, today is the day you can put that all behind you…
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