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“The High Cost of Valuable Items”
(Mat.16:24-28)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Sept. 9, 2011
Scripture Reading: Lk. 14:28-33
Accompanying Song: # “Jesus Paid It All”
Subject: 
Objective: 
Location: 

Introduction:
1. Without saying, things that are valuable, always cost a great deal (Title Slide):
a. Have you ever wondered what the world’s most expensive house would be like? Wonder no longer (3 Slides)
i. Cost: $12.2 billion
ii. Features: 
1. Flooring manufactured from stones from meteors and shavings of original dinosaur bone from a 65 million year old raptor and the T-REX.
2. 441,000 pounds of precious metals used throughout the house including solid gold and platinum fixtures and fittings.
3. Stone wine cellar and a 4 car garage
b. What about the most expensive television (1 Slide):
i. Cost: $2.25 million
ii. 55” Screen, manufactured by the world’s most expensive brand: Prestige HD
iii. Features: 
1. The 55” screen is cased with 28 kilograms of solid 18ct rose gold. 
2. The frame dazzles with 72 brilliant round cut 1ct flawless diamonds along with Sunstone and Amethyst. 
3. Alligator skin is hand sewn on the inner screen layer.
c. Then there’s the world’s most expensive phone (1 Slide):
i. Cost: $2.7 million
ii. Features: 
1. 7.5 ct. single cut diamond for the navigation button
2. Four pink baguette diamonds are on the front along with 130 more diamonds caked around that add an additional 97.5 ct..
3. Another 53 cts. Of diamonds decorate the rear of the phone.
4. The body is made of a combination of platinum and rose gold.
d. Maybe you are in the market for a new toy to take on the water. How about the world’s most expensive yacht? (4 Slides)
i. Cost: $4.8 billion
ii. Features:
1. Deck, dining area, rails, anchor, all crafted from precious metals - 100,000 kilograms of solid gold and platinum.
2. The base of the vessel is also wrapped in a thin layer of gold, while the main sleeping quarter sports platinum accents with walls set in meteoric stone, that boasts of genuine Dinosaur bone from the raptor T – REX.
e. Looking to decorate? Maybe you would consider a little artwork for your home? (1 Slide)
i. No. 5, 1948 by Jackson Pollock is currently the most expensive painting ever sold.
ii. Sold in a private sale for over $250 million early in 2011
f. Maybe it’s a new set of wheels you are looking for. How about a new car? (1 Slide)
i. The Bugatti Veyron Super Sports 
ii. Sells for a surprisingly affordable $2.4 million

2. It goes without saying that things that have value to people can bring a large price.
a. The greater the amount the market is willing to pay, the higher the price tag.
b. Simply put, some may call this “the laws of supply and demand” or “what the market will bear.”

3. We might look at these items and think to ourselves that we will never be able to possess such items of great value.

4. If that is what you think, how wrong you are!

5. I also must warn you that if you believe that, you have been blinded by the world!

6. Today I want to speak about something you either have or have the opportunity to possess that has greater value than a $12 billion dollar home, or a $4.8 dollar yacht.

Body: 
I. The High Cost of a Valuable Item: Our Salvation
A. (Mat. 16:24-28)
1. “Do you want to come after Me?” Jesus asks.
2. “It will cost you.” He says.

B. Salvation is a Valuable Item. In fact, it is the most valuable item of all as expressed by our Lord (Mt. 16:26)
1. In other words, our Lord might have said, “How much will all of the houses, all of the yachts, all of the gold plated trinkets and diamond-studded gadgets mean to you when you are screaming for water and drowning in a lake of hellfire?”
2. Jesus had an eternal focus. He understood that all a man could gain in this world held no real value.

C. Yet many people have access to salvation, countless others have been saved, yet so often I perceive that people fail to see the value of what they possess!

II. Understanding the Difference Between Real and Perceived Value
A. Think about those expensive items again (Collage Slide).
1. I would doubt that any of us here believe these things are actually worth the price that some men are willing to pay for them.
2. Their actual value is far less than what men perceive their value may be. 

B. If we are not cautious, the influences world can fool us into believing that things have value which, in reality, have little to none at all.
1. Example: Dollar Bill vs. paper I.O.U.
a. One has perceived value (people will accept the dollar bill as currency)
b. Few would accept an I.O.U. yet in reality they carry the same value. The only thing that makes the paper dollar bill worth more than the paper I.O.U. is the universally agreed PERCEPTION that it is worth something. 
2. Things temporal – no value (Mat. 6:19-20)
3. Things eternal – priceless – what Jesus was trying to help us to see; something we need to be reminded of

III. Neglecting Items of Value
A. (Heb. 2:1-3) The writer of the Hebrew letter was concerned that Christians would neglect their salvation. He warns, that if we neglect the salvation Christ has made possible for us, how will we escape the punishment for our disobedience to God?

B. Neglecting what we have has serious consequences

1. Nature itself demonstrates what happens when we neglect things
2. Even items of great value, when neglected, can become worthless (House slide/$2.4 mil. Bugatti Slide).
a. At one time, this was a brand-new house.
b. Sometime after, the house was neglected when it needed minor repairs. 
c. The longer those minor repairs were ignored, the more serious the damage became until finally the house fell in upon itself and the damage was irreparable.

C. Why would someone neglect something that has value?
1. As in the case of this house, houses are worth tens of thousands of dollars in value. So why would someone allow this to happen?
2. When people fail to see the value of something, sometimes it gets neglected.
3. Illustration:	
a. I had a cousin who grew up in a wealthy home.
b. His father was an engineer for GM – well paying job.
c. They had a beautiful horse ranch outside of Lincoln, NE that had a special house built just to hold their antique collection. They had a home theater packed with movies. My cousin was the first I knew to have an Atari game system.
d. On his 16th birthday he received a Corvette for his first car.
e. Because he didn’t have to work to pay for it he drove it recklessly, destroyed the car.
f. I saw him almost a year after he got his car. He was tired of it. Wanted something new.
g. He obviously did not understand how privileged he was. 
h. He did not appreciate the value of the things he had!

D. If we are not careful, the Christian can become a bit like that.
a. We can fail to see the value of our own salvation.
b. When we fail to appreciate our own salvation, that failure to appreciate what  we have will be…
i. Manifested in the lack of personal evangelism
ii. Evidenced by the failure to support evangelistic efforts


IV. In order to determine the value of something, an appraisal must first be made.
A. When you want to know the value of a thing, several factors will be taken into consideration.The houses, the boats, the cars, the paintings, etc. discussed at the beginning of our lesson had a value that was determined by:
1. Items may have value because they are items of exclusivity: Items that only the wealthiest could afford them.
a. You are an exclusive item. God must have felt so.
 (1 John 4:9) In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.  (NKJV)

b. How much did God love?
i. He sent His Son into the world, but remember where he was before that (Jn. 1:2) – Came from Heaven!
ii. What a contrast! I am not sure we can imagine the glory of Heaven. 
iii. The closest we could imagine would be like the wealthiest, most powerful rich man on earth:
a.) He sends His dearest, only son to the poorest, filthiest, most war-torn country in the world.
b.) His mission: purchase the most wretched slaves of all.
c.) These are slaves who no one else would ever buy and no matter what they could never escape alive from their country. There is absolutely no hope for them.
d.) When he purchases them, does he make them his own slaves? No. He sets them free.
e.) What is more, he brings them home, shares all of his wealth with them, and asks nothing in return. 
f.) That is a small glimpse of what God did for us! That is an illustration of His grace toward us.

2. Items may have value because they are items that are unique/special: Rare, often one-of-a-kind items or only a few made; made of precious materials; Made by specific manufacturer, their own trademarked name brand.
a. You are unique:
b. Among all of God’s creatures, mankind is the only of all creation said to be made in His image (Gen.1:27).
i. He didn’t make plants in His image. Nor did he create animals in His image…
ii. He made  man, among all of His creation, not just unique, but in the likeness of God Himself!
iii. Do you realize what an honor that is?
iv. Have you ever seen a child and you can  see traits of the mother/father in that child?
a.) What a compliment to the parent!
b.) I wonder if God allows that to happen to remind us that, we too, are created in the likeness of our Father!
c. (Psa. 139:14) Fearfully/wonderfully made = skillfully crafted; you are a rare, one-of-a-kind hand crafted piece of God’s art!

3. The value of an Item is determined by its market value: Someone is able and willing to pay a particular price for the item.
a. How much does God value you?
b. He paid the highest price that he could. He paid the rarest, most cherished of all that He could have.
i. There are a lot of “only sons” out there…but only one “only Son of God!”
ii. It would be one thing to send His Son into the world and then merely called Him home. He did not do that. He sent Him to:
a.) Live a life of poverty.
b.) A life attacked and ridiculed by the leaders of mankind.
c.) And though He was the Greatest Man who would ever step foot upon the earth, the  sinless Son of God, He would be wrongfully put to death for no crime of His own.
d.) God knew that…yet He sent Him anyway!
iii. And He paid it all just for you that you might live, because you had no other hope!
iv. Can you wrap your mind around that?

B. Not only are these things true, but your salvation is paid for twice then in this sense:
1. The Price that God paid – His Son
2. The price Christ paid – Himself!

C. The Value:
1. Before you can get someone to appreciate their salvation, they first need to understand how lost they are without it so, let’s do an appraisal of the salvation available to you:

2. Jesus described the possibility of eternity in Hell: 
"And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, rather than having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched-- "where 'Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.'” (Mark 9:45-46 NKJV)

3. Now that He has our attention, let’s remind ourselves about the rarity of salvation:
"Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14 NKJV)

4. He also warned that many religious people will not find the salvation they are looking for:
"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in Heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'” (Matthew 7:21-23 NKJV)

5. Even some of those who are in His kingdom (the church) will not be saved on the day of judgment:
"The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” (Matthew 13:41-43 NKJV)

6. Salvation is a serious matter! It is not something that should be taken lightly. It should be continuous and should never be postponed. It deserves our utmost attention. Remember what Peter wrote:
“For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? Now ‘If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?’” (1 Peter 4:17-18 NKJV)

D. The sinner, before salvation, is the most pitiable of all creatures!

Conclusion:
I. The question that I have for you is this…do you value what you have?
A. People who value something show that they value what they have.
B. The man who values his home will repair it when needed, even make improvements to it.
C. The man who values his car will keep it clean and in good repair, maybe even accessorize it.
D. The man who loves His family will show it through His actions.

II. Those who value their salvation will show it!
A. (1 Cor. 1 Cor. 6:19-20).
1. He understands that when someone buys something, it belongs to the one who purchased it.
2. When we sinned, we became slaves  of  sin. When we wanted free from sin, the only one who could free us was Christ, who purchased us.
3. Now that He  has purchased us, we need to be reminded, as Paul said, that we are not our own.
4. Rather, we were purchased with the blood of Christ.
5. Since we are His, and He has given us the  right to become sons and daughters (2 Cor. 6:18) we now show we value what He has given us by glorifying Him in your body and in your spirit because they belong to God!
a. Means in your body – what you do through your actions
b. And in your soul – your very being

B. They grew their knowledge of God through regular study of His word (2 Pet. 3:18).

C. They lived as a positive Christian example and shared the gospel with others, as exemplified by the apostle Paul (1 Cor. 9:24-27). Acts 8 records that Christians “went everywhere preaching the word.” (Ac. 8:4)
1. Why did they do this?
2. Because people who truly value their salvation want others to be saved as well.

Invitation:
A. I value my salvation.
B. I want you to be saved too.
C. So if you value what the Lord has done to offer you salvation, you can possess the most beautiful and the most valuable gift one in this world could possess… the promise of eternal life!
D. In our passage for consideration (Mat. 16:24-28) Jesus mentioned that there was also a price that you must be willing to pay as well. 
1. He said you must be willing to take up your cross.
2. Indicates that we must be willing to forsake everything…even our very lives and devote them to Him.
3. Are you willing to pay the price necessary to follow Him?
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