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“Resisting the Lord’s Will”
(Mat. 16:21-24)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, September 11, 2011
Scripture Reading: Jas. 4:13-15
Accompanying Song: #4 (Blue) “Seek Ye First”
Subject: Submission (to God)
Objective: To see the importance of submitting to the Lord’s will. 
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\40_Matthew\Mat16_21-24ResistingtheLordsWill.docx

Introduction:
1. When I lived in Nebraska, the winters could be uneventful, unless you found something to do that you enjoyed in order to pass the time.
a. I found enjoyment in ice fishing.
b. Not very good at it, rarely caught much, but enjoyed it nonetheless.
c. A friend of mine and I would often go. 
d. For those not familiar with ice fishing, it requires some specialized equipment: shorter poles, special jigs, a seat, warm clothes, an auger to make a hole in the ice and it is nice to have an ice shanty and a heater.
e. An ice shanty, is  not much more than a heavy-duty tent, usually made of canvas that has a hard plastic bottom that sits on the ice. In the floor there are usually doors or lids that come open so  you can drill your holes in  the ice, then set the shanty atop  of the holes and fish out of the wind. 
f. One late evening my friend and were bored and decided to try our hand at ice fishing at night.
g. The weather was bad. It was snowing lightly and the wind was blowing. By the time we reached Crystal Lake the wind and snow had picked up considerably. It was now blowing 40-50 mph.
h. We discussed whether or not we ought to try to fish in this weather and decided that as long as we had all of the gear and came this far, we might as well give it a try.
i. We bundled up, gathered our equipment, and started to drag our equipment on the sled across the lake to our spot.
j. The snow was really blowing across the lake, decreasing visibility. As my friend struggled to get the auger started to drill holes, I started trying to set up the shanty. That was when the trouble began.
k. No more did I unfold the top of the shanty and it took off like a sailboat across the ice. I tried to grab it, but I just found myself skiing behind it. Determined to stop it before it blew all the way across the lake I jumped inside, hoping to weigh it down. It did not work. I just found myself in a sled with a sail shooting across the lake at a fairly good speed. 
l. Finally, I took one of the braced down, collapsing the shanty on top of myself so  that the wind didn’t have a “sail” to  catch anymore.
m. After I drug the shanty back across the lake to where I began, the wind began to gust hard. Now, even though the shanty was mostly down, it began to slide across the ice. I jumped on the plastic and it still wanted to slide. My friend grabbed a rope attached to it and even he was pulled, skiing behind it.
n. Outmatched by the wind and realizing we were silly to try fishing in that kind of weather in the first place, we admitted defeat, gathered the gear and headed home.
o. What had happened? We were fighting against the wind and, no matter how hard we tried, we were not going to win. If we would have continued to struggle, it would have spelled disaster. The only thing left to do was to accept it. Even though it was our will to fish, clearly the Lord had other plans that night.

2. Just like my friend and I struggled in vain against the wind that night, sometimes the Christian can find themselves guilty of Resisting the Lord’s Will (Title Slide).

3. Have you ever been guilty of Resisting the Lord’s Will? 

4. In this lesson we are going to consider a few cases where people found themselves at odds with  the Lord.
 
Body: 
I. Peter Found Himself Resisting the Lord’s Will
A. (Mat.16:21-23)
1. We can understand Peter’s concern.
2. To Peter, it must have seemed that what Jesus was describing was a suicide mission.
3. Peter, attempting to demonstrate his devotion to the Lord, proclaims that such a thing could never happen.

B. Jesus issues the strongest rebuke imaginable:
1. Jesus, calls Peter Satan!
2. Told him that He was “an offense” to Christ.
3. What Jesus meant:
a. The term “Satan” comes from a root word meaning  “to work”
b. In sports you have two sides: offense and defense. The two are polar opposites, working against one another. 
c. This is an arrangement where one tries to undermine and prevent what the other is trying to prevent (i.e. scoring).
d. Buy calling Peter the Devil and an offense Jesus is essentially accusing Peter of working against Him!

C. Peter was guilty of resisting the Lord’s will.
1. Why was Peter guilty of resisting the Lord’s will? 
2. Jesus says its because Peter was not “…mindful of the things of God, but the things of men." 
a. Jesus came to die for the sins of mankind (1 Tim. 1:15).
b. To cling to this life is futile. Service to God, in the end, is all that matters. Jesus explains this shortly after: (Mat. 16:24).

D. Keep this story in mind. Now let’s look at another story in the Bible:

II. Paul Found Himself Resisting the Lord’s Will
A. Most of us are probably familiar with the background story describing the life of the apostle Paul 
1. Listen to the apostle describe his past in his own words (Read Ac. 26:9-19)
2. He was a persecutor of Christians, the Lord’s people.
3. Notice Paul’s own statement describing how he had resisted the Lord’s will:
"Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 
(Acts 26:9 NKJV)

B. Paul was guilty of resisting the Lord’s will.


C. The Lord was not asking something easy of Paul, but to Paul’s credit, he did not resist the Lord’s will and was obedient to the heavenly vision! That is what godly people do!

III. Accepting the Lord’s Will May Not Be Easy
A. Let’s look at both of these men and what happened to them:
B. Peter:
1. Jesus had just explained some unpleasant facts about His messiahship to Peter.
2. He has hinted at His death in the past when He said that the only sign given to His generation as a sign from Heaven would be “the sign of the prophet Jonah." (Mat. 16:4)

Or when He foretold that “…the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them…” (Mat. 9:15)

Or the other time when He said, "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. (Matthew 12:40)

3. But this time Jesus speaks explicitly clear about His impending death.
4. He told Peter that it was God’s will that He would go to Jerusalem, allow the elders, chief priests and scribes to kill Him and be raised the third day.
5. What bothered Peter? What was Peter worried about?
a. Peter was not ready for the bumps that come from riding along with Jesus.
b. Jesus has just said something that was difficult for Peter to accept.
c. Remember, Peter has just made a profound confession "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." (Mat. 16:16) and Jesus confirmed that this was true (Mat. 16:17-19).
d. Now that Peter realizes this, Jesus tells Peter about men who will murder Him.
e. Peter cannot accept it. “It can’t be!” He says.
f. I believe what Peter meant when he said, “it shall not happen to you” he was essentially saying this was, “It won’t happen to you Lord. I won’t let it!” (A display of devotion).

C. Paul:
1. The Lord appeared to the apostle and asked him to go places and do things that would have been hard for most of us to accept.
2. What was Jesus essentially asking Paul to do?
a. Reject everything you currently believe about Christianity being a false sect and convert to it.
b. Stand against every religious leader that you have ever loved/respected and testify before them that you and they were wrong (it’s hard to admit you were wrong).
c. Go face and join the very people you were persecuting (might have meant looking at some of those he had persecuted or assisted in putting their loved ones to death in the eye). 
d. Take the gospel into foreign lands and convert people you have never met to a religion they have never heard of.
e. Do all of this at great risk and expense to you with little/no earthly gain!

D. Sometimes what God asks us to accept is not an easy/pleasant thing to do.
1. Illust.
a. Have you ever gotten into a car for a ride with someone that you later came to regret? I have.
b. I attended high school with a kid named Fred Reifenrath. He was the brother of a good friend of mine.
c. Fred was known for his reckless driving. In fact, he drove in such a way that Dale Earnhardt Jr. would pull him over and let him by.
i. He drove an old 1960’s Ford pickup, which he had put smokestacks coming out along the sides of the bed of the truck and some old chrome rims.
ii. I had seen him peel out in the parking lot and do cookies. He attempted burn outs and he would race you if you challenged him whether he thought he could win or not. 
iii. He was really hard on vehicles to say the least.
iv. One night I stayed overnight with my friend. The next morning (for reasons I don’t remember) we had to drive out into a field. Fred was driving.
v. Apparently Fred took this as an opportunity to show off his driving skills with his new passenger (me). (Keep in mind, this was a terraced field.)
vi. Fred drove about as fast as the truck would let him and he sped up as the terrace approached. We hit the end of the terrace and went airborne. My head hit the roof of the truck and we came down really hard. I remember wondering if the truck frame had broken in half. Dust flew everywhere. Fred just laughed but I couldn’t believe he had done that to his truck. It was interesting to say the least, but the reckless way Fred drove, I was glad when we got out of the vehicle.
2. I can’t help but think of being a committed Christian as being a little bit like riding with Fred.
a. When I  rode with  Fred, all he said was, “You wanna ride along?” Sounded pretty harmless at the time. What I didn’t know was that we would come really close to intentionally wrecking the truck.
b. In a similar fashion, one of the most misleading statements Jesus makes is, “Follow Me.”
i. Sounds pretty harmless, doesn’t it?
ii. Sure, we can do that, can’t we?
iii. But what you may not fully comprehend is that you had better hang on because it is going to be a bumpy ride!
iv. Our passage in Mat. 16:21-28 is a “bumpy ride” passage.

E. The lesson  we can learn from these  two men who were very different in many ways:
1. When you become a Christian, we quickly need to expect that sometimes Jesus is going to say some things we aren’t going to want to accept and ask us to do some things that aren’t going to be easy.
2. Both men eventually accepted what they needed to, but they ways that they responded were very different!
a. Peter: When Jesus told Him what God’s will was, Peter’s initial response was to resist it saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!"
b. Paul, on the other hand, when Jesus told him some things that would be difficult to accept, his response was to immediately accept it and get to work doing it!

IV. Question: Are You Mindful of the Things of God, or the Things of Man?
A. Are you like Peter was initially, or are you like Paul? 
1. I believe his intentions were noble (at least from his viewpoint). 
a. He didn’t want to see harm come to the Lord! 
b. He didn’t want Him murdered! 
c. Who would wish such a thing? 
d. We would expect Peter to react like that. I think most people might.
2. But Peter’s human reasoning, his fears or whatever other thoughts Peter may have had caused him to hesitate doing the Lord’s will instead of responding immediately and completely.

B. Humans instinctively seem to have been programmed to protect themselves.
1. We are always on guard against what might cause us or those we love harm.
2. That is usually a good thing. But not when it comes to doing the will of God because sometimes doing God’s will puts us in uncomfortable positrons. It can place us in harm’s way. And sometimes, as in the case of Christ, we must do God’s will even when it will cost us our own life!

C. In self-defense mode, when we read this passage in Mat. 16:21-24, we see words like “killed” when instead we need to focus on the word found in verse 24: “follow.”
1. Peter’s main concern was about preserving the physical life of Christ.
2. Christ, on the other hand, was focused on what He needed to do to serve God and “follow” Him, regardless of what that might mean about one’s physical life.

D. How many of us are guilty of not doing what God wants us to do because we have a difficult time accepting His will?
1. How many preachers have not taught the truth on controversial subjects because they were afraid of the repercussions from someone in the listening audience?
2. How many Christians did not help their neighbor in need because they didn’t want to do with a little less for themselves?
3. How many of us would feel terrified at the thought of sharing the gospel with our neighbors because of how they might react or what they might think of us?
4. How many men did not want to serve as elders because they did not want to deal with the headaches involved?
5. How many of us have a difficult time accepting that instead of doing other things that we would enjoy doing, we need to set aside time each day to study our Bibles, prepare for Bible class, to pray, to encourage and share the gospel with others.
6. How many visitors may have continued coming here if someone had simply stuck out their hand, greeted them or invited them to share a meal?
7. How many people would not have fallen away if we were not afraid to confront them about  their weakness and worked and prayed with them?
8. How many of our young people would have been stronger or remained faithful to the Lord if we had focused more on them and held some studies and get-togethers in our homes that would focus on issues they deal with?
9. How many Christians would not be struggling with sin if we engaged in more spiritual conversations with them and they knew they could come to lean on us for help?
10. How many people would come to worship if we would showed that we care when they are gone?
11. How many visitors would come if we would just invite them or offer to pick them up?
12. How many Christians nearby would be encouraged if we decided to skip Monday night football and attend a gospel meeting?
13. How many people resist accepting the will of the Lord when it seems clear that through some health issue the Lord’ s message seems to be, “Your work here is done. It is time to come home now.”
14. What else could you do?
15. What else should you be doing?
16. Are you guilty of resisting God’s will…knowing what needs to be done, but failing to get it done?

Conclusion:
A. No, the things the Lord wants us to do are not always convenient. 
B. They are not always easy.
C. They may have a tendency to take us out of our comfort zone and we may find ourselves being asked to do things that are contrary to what we would prefer to do.
D. The question I have is: are you like Peter? Are you guilty of resisting the Lord’s will?
E. I can’t imagine every instance in which you may choose that you may be guilty of resisting the Lord’s will.
F. Maybe there are other areas that have crossed your mind. Don’t be a Peter and hesistate avccepting what the Lord has said, rather be a Paul and just do it!

Invitation:
1. When I was considering  working  with a congregation in South Bend, I stayed with a member of the  church there who did not obey the gospel until he was in his seventies although  his wife had been a Christian for most of her life as I remember it.
2. When I asked him why he hadn’t obeyed sooner he  simply said, “I don’t know. I knew I needed to for a long time. I just didn’t.”
3. Sometimes folks are guilty of resisting the Lord’s will with regards to obeying the gospel – they resist the Lord by putting off obeying the gospel:
a. Some people are scared for whatever reason.
b. I knew someone who was embarrassed at how old they were. 
c. I have even had people to tell me they felt like they weren’t a good enough person yet (you never will be)!
d. Whatever your excuse may be, that is all that it is…an excuse. 
e. If that describes you, stop being guilty of resisting the Lord and obey the gospel today!
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