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“Who Is Jesus?”
(Mat. 16:13-19)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, 9-3-11
Scripture Reading: 2 Tim. 1:8-12
Accompanying Song: # “Who Will Follow Jesus?”
Subject: Confession
Objective: To see the importance of confessing Christ and reasons to do so.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\40_Matthew\Mat16_13-19WhoIsJesus.docx

Introduction:
1. How do you feel about a few people who have made the news that you might remember.
a. Michael Jackson – He was heralded as the king of pop, then accusations arose accusing him of having inappropriate relationships with children. He was viewed as a child molester by many people. Others felt he was probably falsely accused because of his fame. How do you see Michael Jackson?
b. Then there was Martha Stewart. The press reported her as being guilty of insider trading on Wall Street. She claimed she knew nothing about it. What do you think about Martha Stewart?
c. Many democrats remember Bill Clinton as one of the greatest democratic presidents of the United States and an economic genius. Others saw him as an adulterer who had a secret relationship with Monica Lewinski. What do you think of Bill Clinton?
d. Michael Vic also made recent headlines. He was caught being part of a pit bull fighting ring. Many people saw him as a criminal who deserved to go to jail and someone who was cruel to animals. Others only saw him as a great football player. How do you feel about Michael Vic?

2. Everybody seems to have their own opinion about these people. Everyone is entitled to their own opinion but, at the end of the day, that’s all that they are…opinions. 
a. Some opinions may be closer to the truth than others while others may be completely false. 
b. But, at the end of the day, opinions do not make a person right or wrong, good or bad, guilty or innocent…the truth does.

3. On the news we hear reports of approval ratings. A recent Rasmussen poll taken found that 54% of people disapprove of the job president Obama is doing. The ratings are based upon the number of people who approve of the job the president is  doing vs. the number who disapprove. 54% indicates that only 46% approve of the job he’s done or have no opinion at all. The point I am making is that people can see the same man and develop very different opinions about the type of job he’s doing.

Body: 
I. One Lord, Many Views
A. In today’s lesson, we are going to take a look at Matthew 16. 
1. Similarly to the people we just mentioned, people in Jesus’ day had a lot of different ideas about who Jesus was. (Title Slide)
2. Jesus was aware of this and discusses this with His disciples.
3. Let’s read Mat. 16:13-19 together.

B. On the road from Bethsaida to Caesarea Philippi Jesus asks His disciples two questions:
1. Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" (Mat. 16:13)
2. Several answers are given:
a. "Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." (Mat. 16:14)
b. John the Baptist – 
i. Herod thought this (Mat. 14:1-2). 
ii. They had the wrong idea about Jesus. 
c. Elijah - 
i. The Jews understood that Elijah would be the Messiah’s forerunner (Mal. 4:5) but the scriptures reveal that john the Baptist was the one like Elijah that was to come (Lk. 1:17; Mat.11:14)
ii. Some thought that Jesus must be the forerunner of the Messiah because He doesn’t quite “fit the bill” of who they expected the Messiah to be.
d. Jeremiah – 
i. Jesus and Jeremiah were both men who preached God’s Word in all of its truth and authority.
ii. Some Jews thought that Jeremiah, also known as the weeping prophet would return.
iii. Of course Jesus also wept over Jerusalem (Mat. 23:37-39).
iv. They didn’t see Jesus as the Messiah because He  didn’t fit the bill of their preconceived ideas of what the Messiah would be like.
e. A Prophet – 
i. Others had an idea of Jesus that was much less specific. 
ii. They accepted Him as “a prophet” but not the Son of  David!
3. They only told Jesus the complimentary views, rather than some negative ones some people held (Mat. 10:25; 11:19; 13:55; Mk. 3:21).

II. Men Still Differ in Their Opinions About Who Jesus Is
A. Jesus Never Existed
1. As strange as it may sound, in an attempt to dismiss Christianity, some have found that the easiest way to defeat it is to deny that the Lord ever lived. 
2. The Great Soviet Encyclopedia (Moscow, 1952), in a two-line entry under “Jesus,” states; “the name of the mythological founder of Christianity.”
3. Several Roman sources document the historicity of Jesus from letters to the writings of Roman historians such as Tacitus. The secretary to the Roman emperor Hadrian mentions reference to Him.
4. Others have expressed doubt that Jesus ever existed, but in order to affirm such a position one has to ignore a mountain of evidence:
a. Thousands of copies of N.T. scriptures testify of His existence.
b. Jewish historians, such as Josephus mentions Christ in his book, Antiiquities. 

B. A Spirit Being, Not Flesh
1. A movement known as Gnosticism evolved in the ancient world. Those who were followers of this sect denied that Jesus was a real, flesh and blood man. Instead, they insisted that Jesus existed only on earth in the spirit form.
2. Of course there are several problems with this belief that are contrary to what the scriptures teach. 
3. This is probably why no significant religious group believes this anymore today.

C. Christ, the First Created Being
1. The Jehovah’s witnesses believe that Jesus is “the first of God’s creations … he had a beginning” (Reasoning from the Scriptures, 1985, 409).
2. Of course this cannot be true, because Jesus settled all doubt concerning His eternal nature when He said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM." (Jn. 8:58)

D. Christ, the Angel
1. Another false view of Jesus held by Jehovah’s Witnesses is that Jesus is an angel.
2. Of course this cannot be true, because the Hebrew writer asks rhetorically, “To which of the angels did He ever say: "You are My Son…” (Heb. 1:5) He asks this because there was no angel the Lord ever said this to, demonstrating the reason He has a name above every other name.

E. Same Person  As the Father
1. The United Pentecostal Church teaches that the Father, the Son and the Spirit are all three one and  the same being.
2. Of course several problems exist with this thinking. 
a. We would not be able to explain why two or even all three are mentioned as being present simultaneously in so many passages (Mat. 28:19).
b. We could not make sense of why Jesus would pray to Himself or need to express His mission to do the will of Himself.

F. A Good Man – 
1. Sadly, some  people see Jesus  as little more than just a good man. 
2. Some people in the world still essentially see Jesus this 

G. People have different opinions about who Jesus was. A billion Muslims will say: “Prophet, yes. God, no!” Jews scattered across the world will say: “Teacher, yes. Messiah, no!” Liberal “theologians” and other humanists will exclaim: “Exemplary man, yes! Great example, yes! Divine Son of God, Savior from Sin? No Way!!”

H. We could go on, but the point is that several people can read about Jesus and come to different very conclusions. Now let’s turn our minds back to Mark 16.
1. As we stated earlier, it does not matter who men SAY Jesus is…
2. What matters is who Jesus ACTUALLY IS!

III. Who Do You Say Jesus Is?
A. After the disciples tell Jesus what others think of hen Jesus asks a question, directed not at what others say, but at them: "But who do you say that I am?" (Mat. 16:15)
1. Peter responds, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
2. Lots of men got it wrong but way to go, Peter! He hit the nail on the head.
3. Jesus confirms that Peter is right. 
4. Then Jesus explains that his bold confession didn’t come from Peter on his own. It was a gift from God!
5. I would imagine that most, if not all of us would agree with Peter.
a. Why do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God?
b. You didn’t come up with that idea completely on your own.
c. Like Peter, your belief comes as a gift from God…a faith based upon what  the word says!

B. When Peter has confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God he tells Peter, “you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. "And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." (Mat. 16:18-19)
1. Jesus was telling Peter, that upon this rock, and this solid confession of His he would build His church.
2. Ever since the church has been built upon those willing to believe and confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.

Conclusion:
1. We’ve seen what men have said about Jesus…
2. The key question is, “Who do you say that Jesus is?”
3. Will you confess Jesus as the Son of God?
4. Note: Peter did not confess something that he came up with out of the blue, but rather the evidence He saw, revealed to Him by the Father was what would not allow Him to deny that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Living God.
5. I have a family member who adamantly denies that we can say for sure that Jesus even ever existed.
a. He confuses the difference between being an eye witness of something and having enough evidence that it would be unthinkable that Jesus was not the Christ, just as Peter said.
b. Illust.
i. I once read a story of a group of young boys that were playing on the playground when they happened upon a Bumblebee.
ii. One boy, trying to display his bravery, impressed his buddies by capturing the Bumblebee by throwing his coat over the top of it.
iii. Just as he did so, the recess bell rang,  it was time to go back inside the school. 
iv. The boy carefully picked up his coat, cautious of the bee underneath.
v. To his shock, the bee was gone, nowhere to be found.
vi. He carefully checked his coat, convinced the bee must be somewhere inside, but he found nothing.
vii. That night, on his way home from school it was raining but, convinced that the bee still had to be somewhere inside his coat, he refused to put it on, afraid of getting stung.
viii. The following morning as he walked to school and that afternoon it continued to rain. He chose to carry the coat, rather than risk putting it on and getting stung.
ix. The next day at school the boys were on the playground again. This time it was warm and sunny.
x. Still carrying his jacket, he laid it on the ground and what do you know? The bumblebee flew out of his coat!
xi. Did the boy KNOW the bumblebee was in the coat? No, he didn’t. It could have escaped at any time without him seeing it but every fact he knew caused him to be convinced that the bee was still in the coat. His belief turned out to be right!
c. Faith is like the story of the boy with the Bumblebee in his coat. If you are convinced, then you will confess your belief through both thought and action.
i. Have I SEEN Jesus. I have not. I have not had the chance, like Thomas, to put my hand in His side or see the nails where they pierced Him.
ii. Have I heard Him? No. Jesus has not audibly spoken to me.
iii. Have I received some miraculous divine revelation from God? Again, no.
iv. So why do I believe in Jesus? Because it is inconceivable to me that the sum total of all of the facts is wrong.
6. If Jesus did not exist, and was not who He claimed to be, then answer a few questions for me.
a. What was so profound about this man to impact the world as He has?
b. What could a man do to convince the world to reset the calendar to be able to count back to the day when He was born? 
c. How could a man:
i. Convince others to leave their current religious beliefs and convince them to start practice something almost entirely different?
ii. They will do this without personal gain. They have to be willing to leave fathers and mothers, sisters and brothers and homes in order to follow him.
iii. He must convince people by the thousands that He is able to perform miracles.
iv. They must even be persecuted to the point that they are willing to give their life to follow Jesus Christ.
v. He must convince Roman officials, Jewish historians and others to write false records of His existence and His followers.
vi. He had to fulfill, some say, as many as 300 Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah written decades, some centuries, before His birth.
vii. He had to convince hundreds of others, including His enemies , to join in a conspiracy to fake His death and/or resurrection including Pontius Pilate, Herod, Roman soldiers, the Pharisees who had to be willing to tear the temple veil in two.
viii. He had to convince others that the dead were raised from the graves.
ix. He had to convince thousands of people to support these lies for Him.
x. He had to be fortunate enough for the sky to darken and the earth to shake when He died.
xi. He had to convince men, some of which were not His followers while He was alive, to write letters and assure they would last thousands of years, assure that those books did not contradict one another, and distribute that literature to spread the new religion.
xii. He must somehow assure that no one writes any historical record that could later be used to refute these facts.
xiii. All of this was done at great personal expense with no earthly gain for those promoting it.
d. Can I prove that Jesus existed and that He was the Christ? No I can’t. Does the evidence indicate that Jesus was every bit the one He claimed to be? In my mind, one would have to be a fool to deny that He was.
e. Do you believe that Napoleon Bonaparte, George Washington, Davy Crocket, Genghis Kahn or Louis Pasteur existed?
f. Do you believe stories handed down in your family about your great, great, great, great grandfather/grandmother? Why? Because your mom/dad told you so and you accept it by faith!
g. We do countless things by faith every day. 
i. Ever eaten food someone else has grown or prepared? How do you know the food will not poison you? You don’t. You accept it by faith.
ii. Did you ride in a vehicle to worship today? You had faith in your/someone else’s driving ability and that the roads were safe, that your auto would be safe to drive.
iii. Have you ever taken medicine to cure an illness or trusted a doctor or nurse to perform a medical procedure? Faith!
iv. You go with the facts and based upon those facts, you confess a belief in something by faith!
7. So, based on all you know, who do  you say Jesus is?

Invitation:
1. Your answer will determine how you will live your life (Mat. 28:18-20)
2. Our answer has eternal consequences (Mat. 10:32-38; Ac. 17:30-31)
3. Why not confess Jesus now, as you obey the gospel of Christ…you will either confess Him now, or confess Him later when it is too late (Phil. 2:9-11)!
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