Mat15_21-28AGreatFaith
“A Great Faith”
(Mat. 15:15-28)

Scripture Reading: Heb. 11:1-6
Accompanying Song: # “Faith of Our Fathers”
Subject: Faith
Objective: To teach us some of the characteristics that made the faith of a gentile woman great in the eyes of our Lord so that we might try to develop that same type of faith in us.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\New Testament Sermons\40 Matthew\Mat15_21-28AGreatFaith.docx

Introduction:
1. I once heard a story that took place in a nursing home…
a. A woman and her son were visiting her mother who was staying there for a brief time for some rehabilitation…
b. They were in the dining area and an elderly man began to yell, “I give up” over and over again.
c. Then the man slouched back in his chair and began to cry. 
d. The woman called one of the orderlies to check on the man. The orderly said, “Oh, don’t worry about him. He’ll probably be fine.”
e. Again, he repeated, “I give up” several times.
f. Her son was with her spoke up, and he said, “I know what’s wrong.”
g. The man looked at him with a puzzled look and said, “You do? You’re just a child, how can you know what is wrong?”
h. The boy said, “Because you said you should never give up. My mother always told me to never give up. You shouldn’t give up.” The boy reached out his hand.
i. The old man explained, "In my frustration I have been angry with God. I thought He never heard my prayers. All morning I prayed to Him with no results. Finally, I asked God for a sign. I told him that I couldn't handle the weight of all my burdens. I begged Him to give me a hand."
j. Looking at the young man he said, "I never expected they'd be so small...He sent me yours." 
k. "Don't give up...look up!" the boy said.

2. How would you describe your faith?
a. Strong enough to persevere in spite of obstacles or a faith that easily gives up?
b. Is it an active faith and if so, in what ways or is it a dead faith?

3. What is your view of God?
a. A stingy God who withholds His blessings from you…a God who is in the distance unwilling to help…
b. …or a God who has mercy upon others in need (including your own needs)
c. (Title Slide) When all God offers you are the crumbs, are you content to take them?

4. What kind of faith do you serve the Lord with and what kind of God to you see yourself serving, that is the question for our lesson today.

Body: 
I. Defilement Comes From Within
A. (Mat. 15:15-20) Assuming that the events before this in this chapter are in chronological order (and little time has elapsed since then), the Lord has just finished with another confrontation with the scribes and Pharisees.
1. Pharisees ask why the disciples ate w/unwashed hands, violating the tradition of the elders
2. Jesus asks why they are concerned with this violation of a tradition of their elders when a more important violation – the violation of the law is being overlooked!
3. Jesus points out that although God commanded honoring our mother & father, they were encouraging people to refuse to care for their parents in need by using the excuse that the money they would have helped mom and dad out with was earmarked to be given for the service to the Lord.
a. Jesus has exposed their hypocrisy and shows that it is not what goes into a person’s mouth (food eaten w/unwashed hands) that defiles a person…it is what comes out of it.
b. The Pharisees were offended by what the Lord said.

B. The Pharisees had looked at things the wrong way…thought they were God’s people:
1. They were Abraham’s descendants, the children of the promise through whom the king of the earth would come!
2. They had the law…direct revelation from God.
3. They kept the law (or so they thought)!
4. They could not see that, although they were indeed God’s people, and had kept the law, it was not the outer performing of the law that God was interested in…it was their keeping the law from a pure heart and placing Him first in their lives.
a. The Pharisees thought it important to keep the law…
b. But more importantly, it was important to them to keep the traditions of the elders.
c. They thought themselves godly individuals because of their outward appearance
i. They refrained from eating unclean foods…
ii. …they performed various rituals (ceremonial cleansings like the washing of hands and pitchers, etc.)
iii. They did not associate with the lower classes of society and the people considered “unclean”.
iv. By every standard they have set, they have met the mark.
v. And yet Christ says they’ve got it all wrong…

C. Is God first in your life? Do you serve Him?

II. If defilement comes from within, then so does righteousness!
A. Jesus addresses the error of the Pharisees. He instructs the disciples about the fallacy of the Pharisees thinking that eating food with unclean hands could defile a person. He explains: 
1. What we eat is eventually eliminated from the body.
2. But the ugly, unlawful, sinful things that come from the mouth proceed from the heart and they defile a man and demonstrate what an inwardly defiled being he is.

B. Jesus then seems to take the disciples on a field trip in order to demonstrate to them what he says is true.
1. If what the Pharisees have taught is true, then only those who keep the law and the traditions of the elders have the faith which they ought to…
2. Yet, if Jesus is correct, they ought to see people who have not kept these traitions with faith as strong or stronger than those of the scribes and Pharisees…

C. Ironically, after His disciples have just been accused of eating with unclean hands, Christ travels to stay in a land of unclean people.

D. Jesus determines it is time to lay low for a while (Read Mat. 15:21-28).
1. He leads His disciples into the region of Tyre and Sidon to avoid contact with the scribes and Pharisees for the time being, knowing that they would not follow him into the land of such “unclean and ungodly” people.
2. Mark adds to the story, “…He entered a house and wanted no one to know it, but He could not be hidden.”  (Mk. 7:24) In spite of the Lord’s attempts to live there “incognito”, it became quickly known that he was there.
3. Tyre & Sidon:
a. An area where the gentiles live, many of whom were gentiles who worshipped the Baals and the Ashtoreth (pagan gods)
b. Thought of in low regard by the Jews (even our Lord) as a place, because of their ungodliness, God’s judgment would one day come upon them (Mat. 11:21-22)
c. Chumbley states that it was an area  that orthodox Jews considered to be “off-limits”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ] 


E. Since the question of defilement has been raised, this area becomes a perfect environment for Christ to demonstrate real-life application of the principles He has just taught. The question He will answer: Does defilement come from without or within? Can people who heve never kept the traditions of the elders or know very little about the law still have a faith that pleases the Lord?
1. One who becomes aware of His presence is a woman who has a demon-possessed daughter.
a. Matthew describes the woman they encounter as a Canaanite. 
b. Mark describes her as a Greek, a Syro-phoenician by birth meaning that she was a descendant of the aboriginal Canaanites that God had driven out of the Promised Land (Ex. 23:28)
c. Bottom line: she is not a Jew  and since Jesus “…was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel" (as He bluntly states in Mat. 15:24) His earthly ministry has nothing to do to concern Himself with her, her daughter or any Gentile for that matter
2. This woman is in direct contrast with the scribes and Pharisees
a. They wash their hands and follow the traditions of the elders…
b. They do not live in such an ungodly environment as this woman…
c. Surely, by examining these outward signs, they are much more godly than this Canaanite woman in such a pagan area (but our story will prove it is simply not so)!
d. Jesus remarks about what great faith she has.
3. Let’s spend some time discussing why this Syro-phonecian woman’s faith is described as so great…

III. What made this woman’s faith so great?
A. Her faith was great because she sought the Lord.
1. Mark tells us that Jesus entered the land attempting to conceal Himself (He was not trying to make His presence known).
2. But this Gentile woman sought Him and found Him.
3. In Mat. 7:7 the Lord promises that those who seek Him shall find Him and (Jas. 4:8)
4. Seeking the Lord means much more than simply learning who He is…involves accepting who He is and what He says once we’ve found Him!
5. What of you? Have you sought the Lord? Maybe you have, but did you accept Him and all that He says once you found Him.
a. In my experience I have met several people who have claimed to be followers of Christ…
b. But some only accept the things about Christ that they want to accept.
c. Some stubbornly insist, “Well, I believe such-and such” (in spite of the lack of clear scriptural support for what they believe.
d. Jesus and His teaching come as a package deal (cannot separate one from the other).
i. Matthew 7::24 Jesus said, "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock…”
ii. Is your faith built upon the rock? Have you accepted and applied EVERYTHING that Jesus says to your life? How firm is your foundation?

B. Her faith was great because it did not give up!
1. The response of Christ is most unusual in this setting. Chumbley, in His commentary on the book states, “There is probably no scene in the Gospels  more troubling to stdents of Matthew than this one. F.W. Beare spoke for many when He described Jesus’ response as an ‘atrocious saying’ expressing ‘incredible insolence’ and based on ‘the worst kind of chauvinism’ (France, 247). By ignoring, excluding and insulting this desperate mother, Christ never seemed more un-Christlike.” [sic]
2. However, it was a stroke of genius, a setting in which only our Lord knew the way to navigate such a situation. Through His behavior to this woman in this way, two things were accomplished: 
a. A teaching opportunity arose:
i. It seems apparent that Christ did not behave like Christ because He wanted to teach the disciples that what the Pharisees believed simply was not true.
ii. This woman came to Christ professing a belief in Him by calling Him “Son of David” and begging Him to heal her demon-possessed daughter.
iii. Jesus did everything He could to turn her away:
a.) Ignored her
b.) Insulted her
c.) Flat-out refused to do anything for her – “I did not come here fore you.”
iv. This was the same response she would have gotten from the scribes and Pharisees.
a.) “We are Jews” they’d say.  “We don’t have anything to do with you…go away.”
b.) In fact, we see that some of this attitude has rubbed off on the disciples. Even they urge Jesus to “Send her away…”
b. Why was this woman’s faith so great? Because her faith never gave up. 
i. Lesson: We must not give up (remember the persistence of the Canaanite woman) 
ii. Because of her persistence, Jesus proclaimed how great her faith was!
3. When life becomes a challenge…
a. When God does not seem to be answering your prayers…
b. When the waves seem to be crashing against the boat from both sides…
c. When the devil is whispering in your ear, “God has given up on you. He’s not listening.” What will you do? Will you give up or beg the Lord again?

C. Her faith was great because she exercised what she had.
1. Contrasted in our story is the difference between the Jews and this Syro-phonecian woman. 
a. How much could this Canaanite woman really know about God? She lived among a pagan nation.
b. We have no record of how the Lord may/may not have revealed himself to the gentile nations of the land.
2. I am left to assume that this woman likely had little knowledge of the Hebrew God…
a. The Canaanites had no law delivered from God directly to them so far as we know…
b. These Syro-phoenician people had no prophets (that we know of) that delivered Gods word to them…
c. She may have had little/no first-hand knowledge to guide her)…but what she knew, she put into practice!
i. She knew of Jesus (heard of Him and His Presence somehow).
ii. Further, she knew Him to be the “Son of David” (a Messianic term expressing some belief in the hope found in the Messiah. Some hope in Him as the fulfiller of God’s promises.
iii. She knew something of this miracle-worker and her faith in Him emboldened her to act within His presence.
d. Somehow the news about Jesus had spread even to the gentile nation about a prophet named Jesus who had power over the weather, demons, sickness, and EVEN DEATH ITSELF!
e. The woman came begging for the Lord to have mercy upon her
3. What kind of faith do you have?
a. James spoke of the kind of faith we should have saying that faith, without works is dead (Jas. 2:20)
i. We should all be intimately familiar with this passage (and we probably are)
ii. James tells us that faith, if it is not at work, it is dead. Honestly, is your faith working? Is it dead, or is it alive?
iii. True faith is always accompanied by works. It is through works that James says persects our faith. (It cannot hardly help doing so, since the Christian law which we are all now under is described by James as the “perfect law of liberty” (Jas. 1:25)
b. What kind of faith do you have? In what ways have we fulfilled this passage (Mat. 5:16)?
c. Some people are skilled at making excuses about why we don’t have to do what the Bible tells us a Christian will be found busy doing…
i. And yet so little time and effort seems to be spent doing those very things!
ii. Some people will use the excuse, “Well, I’m not very good at ___________.”
a.) First, what have you done to try to acquire those skills?
b.) Secondly, the Lord is not interested in what you CAN’T do, He is interested in what you CAN DO!

D. Her faith was great because she was content with the Lord’s final decision.
1. The Lord has told the woman, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” The meaning: He was sent to Israel (that is His primary focus right now). He has not been sent to preach to the gentiles, the gentiles would come later, but for now, the gospel of the Messiah is intended for the Jews (Rom. 1:16).
2. Though the Lord has explained that he has come for the Jews, our Syro-phonecian woman persists, showing her understanding of something that, until now, the Jews had not even yet fully understood.
a. She responds to the Lord’s statement by saying, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters' table.” It is to this statement that Jesus remarks what great faith she has. 
b. In the middle eastern homes, little dogs were often allowed to freely roam the rooms of the house, eating the scraps that might fall about the floor.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  ] 

c. Notice that she is not arguing with the Lord, but she is agreeing with Him. However, by His own statement, admitting that the bread is for children, the crumbs, by implication, belong to the little dogs. 
d. She understands that all that He is about to accomplish will not only be of benefit to the Jews, but His presence brings great blessing to the Gentiles as well!
3. We may not always like the Lord’s answer to our requests:
a. Every one of us will face our own moment of death…can you ever imagine the saints not praying, that we would not suffer and that we would return to health? 
i. Many here have had prayers lifted up on their behalf (and those prayers have been answered).
ii. And yet, one day, as many times as those prayers will be answered, one day, the answer will be other than what we have prayed for.
4. Some people ask religious questions:
a. When they hear the Biblical answer, many immediately reject it…
b. Not because they know it to be err when compared to the Bible, but because they don’t want to accept what it has to say.
c. Their response: “I believe ______.” (In spite of what the scriptures say.)
5. When you ask a question or when you make a prayerful request, and the Lord answers, and it does not seem to be the answer you are looking for, again, how do you respond? 
a. Do you argue? 
b. Do you reject the Lord’s answer?
c. Or do you demonstrate your faith in Him, as this woman did, accepting what He says?
d. If the Lord tells you that you only get the crumbs, will you be satisfied or will you feel angry, rejected, etc.

E. Her faith was great because of her sincerity.
1. Contrasted with the hypocrisy and insincere attitudes of the scribes and Pharisees is our gentile woman.
2. Note: Good mother - the woman begs for mercy for herself as if it were she who needed it (but SHE didn’t). She begged for mercy because her heart was so deeply concerned about her demon-possessed daughter!
3. For her daughter to suffer was for her to suffer (that is how deep a mothers love goes).
4. If our faith is to be acceptable to the Lord, it needs to be sincere, just as it was for this woman!

Conclusion:
1. To recap, if you want to have the “great faith” which Jesus remarked this woman had, it needs to:
A. Our faith needs to be persistent (endure to the end).
B. We need to exercise what faith we have.
C. Our faith needs to leave us content with the Lord’s final decision on matters. 
D. Our faith needs to be sincere.
E. If you can develop a faith like this, then you too can have a great faith!

Invitation:
1. If you have faith in the Lord but have never obeyed His gospel…today you have that opportunity!
2.  If you have a living faith just as James predicted, then put that faith into practice, making it obvious to all through your actions by exercising it through repenting, confessing, being baptized and living faithfully to Him!
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